
BUILDING CENTRE GIMLI
www.rona.ca

1-877-770-7662 HOURS: OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK MON-SAT 9 am - 6 pm • SUN 12 - 4 pm

Thank you for choosing Rona 
Gimli. We’re wishing you all of 
the joys of the holiday season 

and look forward to serving you 
in the coming New Year.

news > sports > opinion > community > people > entertainment > events > classifi eds > careers > everything you need to know

ERIKSDALE LOCATIONS • Grocery • Hardware
ARBORG LOCATIONS • Food Store
                                   • Gas Bar • Card Lock

BULK PETROLEUM  204-376-5201 or 204-376-5245

SERVING LUNDAR, ASHERN, ERIKSDALE,  MOOSEHORN, FISHER BRANCH, RIVERTON, ARBORG, GIMLI, WINNIPEG BEACH, ARNES, MELEB, FRASERWOOD
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 EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
The Arborg and Riverton high schools performed for family and friends at the annual Christmas Concert on Dec. 15. Concert Band trumpeters 
performed Epic Fantasy on We Three Kings. The hour-long performance included traditional Christmas songs and jazz and folk music.

Christmas is in the air



DestinationAnywhere…

$2000
OF

A TRAVEL

VOUCHER

With every purchase made from Dec 1 - 31, 
shoppers will receive a ballot for a chance to 

WIN a $2,000 travel voucher.

The more you shop, the more chances of WINNING!

Shop at the local
businesses below
for your chance

TO Win
a ticket to travel!

1 Ballot per purchase unless otherwise specifi ed. *Receive minimum of one ballot per purchase and/or one ballot per $100 spent at specifi c businesses. Must be 18 years old to enter. 
Express employees and spouses are ineligible. Draw to take place Wednesday, January 11th, 2017. Winner will be contacted by phone.

Brought to you by: andYour Local Participating Businesses
Arborg, MB

Interlake Coop
253 Main St. Arborg

Interlake Coop
 21 Railway Ave, Eriksdale

Arborg Home Hardware
451 Main St. Arborg

The Wave Electronics
66 1 Ave, Gimli

Moosehorn Coop
1 Main St., Moosehorn

Moosehorn Coop 
25 Main St., Ashern

Brennivins Pizza Hus, Gimli
 70 1 Ave Suit B, Gimli

Ukrainian Farmers Coop
22 Tache St. Fisher Branch

Gimli Snowmobile Centre
109097 HWY 9, Gimli

McMunn & Yates
16 Main St. Eriksdale

Tergesen’s 
82 1 Ave, Gimli

Healing In Style
5 Station Lane, Eriksdale 

One Stop Gas & Grocery
 Corner of HWY 17 

& Tache St. Fisher Branch

KC Enterprises
19156 Gimli Park Rd., Gimli

Interlake Auto & 
Tractor Parts

161 Sunset Blvd, Arborg

Arborg Pharmacy
275 Main St, Arborg

Riverton Coop
39 Riverton Ave, Riverton

Lifa Home
35 Centre St., Gimli
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PICK OUT THE PERFECT MODEL FOR YOUR PROPERTY.
200 SERIES

300  
SERIES

100 SERIES

HUSQVARNA SNOW BLOWERS

SIMPLIFY YOUR  
SNOW REMOVAL
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Countryside

204-372-8501
Fisher Branch
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Bifrost-Riverton council eschews indemnity and expenses pay rise
By Patricia Barrett

Bifrost-Riverton councillors voted unanimously 
for a zero per cent increase to their monthly salaries 
and expenses at its regular meeting Dec. 14.

Council gave fi rst and second reading to its Coun-
cil Indemnities & Expenses Bylaw 1-2017, agreeing 
to forego a raise next year.

Council has yet to give third and fi nal reading to 
the bylaw.

Other council briefs:
Council gave fi rst and second reading to its Re-

muneration of Employees Bylaw 3-2017, voting in 
favour of providing a 1.5 per cent wage increase to 
staff.

Because of some cost-cutting measures, council 
expects to be in the fi nancial pink at year’s end.

“We’re anticipating an approximately $190,000 
surplus at the end of this year,” said CAO Cindy 
Stansell as she provided her fi nancial report. “We 
found savings in a lot of places.”

Stansell reported that total payables and payroll 
for 2016 was $358,382.20.

Council discussed reducing the number of RM 
wards from seven to two. Any changes to wards 

have to be done 180 days before a municipal elec-
tion.

Foster said having fewer wards may mitigate 
“some of the territorial claims.”

Deputy Mayor Dave Shott was in favour of reduc-
ing wards and for revamping the way money is al-
located to each ward for drainage/ditching projects. 

Shott suggested having “another set of eyes” on 
projects going on across all wards, perhaps an over-
sight committee of some sort, to determine which 
projects should get the highest priority.

“I had said [earlier] we should pick a few big proj-
ects,” said Shott.

Coun. Frode Andersen argued in favour of keep-
ing the wards as they are, saying people know who 
to call when they have a problem and that council-
lors who live in their wards know the issues best.

Reeve Foster said each councillor should consider 
the RM as a whole.

“Once elected, you’re responsible for the whole 
municipality,” said Foster. “It’s [the ward system] 
just there for election purposes.”

Shott agreed, saying, “We’re supposed to look af-
ter the whole RM.”

The majority of council voted in favour of main-
taining its seven wards. It will, however, consider 
alternative ways of undertaking ward projects.

 EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Coun. Colin Bjarnason, left, Morley Nordal, 
middle, and Warren Ostertag.

Change to foreign worker program excellent news: KAP
Submitted

The federal government yesterday 
rescinded the “four-in, four-out” rule 
of the Temporary Foreign Worker Pro-
gram that was put into effect in 2011.

Under the rule, foreign workers, who 
are a vital part of the workforce in the 
agriculture industry, could only work 
four years in Canada before having to 
leave the country for four years. Farm-
ers invested heavily in the training of 
these workers, only to lose them.

“This has created not only a major 
labour shortage in the agriculture 
industry, but it has also resulted in 
a huge skills gap,” said Dan Mazier, 
president of Keystone Agricultural 
Producers.

Mazier pointed out that foreign 
workers take the jobs Canadians 

aren’t able to fi ll; not many people are 
located in the rural areas where these 
jobs are.

“There is a limited to non-existent 
labour pool in rural areas,” he said.

KAP raised this issue with Employ-
ment Minister MaryAnn Mihychuk, 
as did other farm organizations and 
the Canadian Agricultural Human 
Resources Council.

“We are pleased that she listened 
and acted,” said Mazier. “This will 
help many farm operations in Mani-
toba, but especially the beekeepers 
who were hit hardest by this rule.”

Mazier also noted that a request 
was made to help eligible temporary 
workers to become Canadian citizens. 
This would allow them to contribute 
to rural society and help stabilize 

shrinking rural communities.
“I thank Immigration Minister John 

McCallum and Minister Mihychuk for 
listening to us on this one, too,” Mazi-

er said. “They have indicated they will 
be exploring ways to do this.”

451 Main Street, Arborg
204-376-3090

WE INSTALL

Book Now & 
SAVE 10% on 

Huron windows 
and doors at

Feeling the Cold?
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St. Martin Garage
(204) 659-5250

▼

Few things can be more frustrating than jumping into the driver’s seat on a frosty morning, turning the key in the ignition and failing 
to hear the engine roar to life. Frigid weather can cause trouble with a car’s battery. Some drivers do not understand why, but getting 
the facts can help people avoid having to deal with dead batteries on cold winter days.

Cold temperatures wreak havoc on batteries because they slow the chemical reaction inside of the battery. Batteries work by 
combining lead plates with lead dioxide and sulfuric acid to create electrons. While batteries can function under myriad conditions, 
the cold weather tends to degrade high-quality batteries and may render subpar batteries useless. The cold weather can cause the 
fl uid in the battery to freeze and lose function. A battery that is frozen will not hold a charge, and, as a result, the car won’t start.

There are various ways to protect a battery from failure in the cold, and some of them involve taking precautionary measures even 
before the arrival of cold weather.

* Assess the age of your battery by bringing your car into your local service provider. If your battery is old, now may be the time to 
replace it. Batteries differ in how long they last, but many last anywhere from fi ve to 10 years. If your car is still running on its original 
battery and your card is several years old, it may be a good idea to get a new battery before the arrival of winter. It’s important to buy 
the correct battery for the make of your car, which you can as your local service provider for information.

* Verify that there is no corrosion. Corrosion can prevent a car from starting just as much as a worn-out battery. Corrosion is 

Lundar Garage
(204) 762-5321

Napa Autoparts Lundar
(204) 762-5321

Bumper to Bumper 
(204) 768-2901 

(Ashern)

Smith’s Autotech 
(204) 372-8585 

(Fisher Branch)

Fisher Repair 
(204) 372-6648 

(Fisher Branch)

Fisher Napa
(204) 372-6648 

(Fisher Branch)

Interlake Auto & 
Tractor Parts 

(204) 376-2667 
(Arborg)

Nordal’s Automotive 
(204) 376-2416 

(Arborg)

Powerbend Tire 
& Service 

(204) 376-2247 
(Arborg)

Hilbre Auto Service

(204) 449-2243

R&B Auto 
(204) 739-5458 

(Eriksdale)

#6 Quality Repair 
(204) 762-5716 

(Deerhorn)

Kerbrat Bros. Auto Ltd.
(204) 768-3042 

(Ashern)

Roys Ashern 
Tire & Quicklube
(204) 768-3068 

(Ashern)

Your Local Independent Automotive Service Provider 
reserves the best vehicle care for you, their neighbour.

Car battery care in extreme weather

caused by a faulty connection that allows battery acid to escape and corrode 
surrounding areas. Regularly inspect the battery to keep abreast of issues that may 
cause corrosion. Carefully clean away any corrosive residue that has formed and 
make sure the battery is correctly seated.

*Get your local service provider to install a battery blanket. A battery blanket is 
used to wrap around the battery and fi t inside of the battery cover. A cord with a 
plug runs from the blanket to a wall outlet. The blanket can produce enough heat 
to keep the battery fl uid from freezing. A trickle charger can also be mounted on 
the battery. It will deliver enough power to the battery while the car is off to keep it 
from freezing.

* Minimize the use of automotive accessories. Do not start the car with the heater 
and the radio on. They can use up the power coming from the car’s alternator and 
prevent the battery from charging. Do not leave the 
heat and the radio on while the car is idling. Otherwise 
the car will not be putting out enough power for 
the alternator to charge the battery and power the 
electrical systems.

* Disconnect the battery. If your car will be stored in 
a garage for the winter, disconnect the battery. Certain 
devices, such as clocks and alarm systems, continue 
to drain battery power when the vehicle is off. If your 
car will not be driven enough to recharge the battery, 
keep it disconnected when the automobile is being 
stored.

Cold weather can sometimes wreak havoc on 
vehicles. Ask your local Interlake service provider how 
to skirt trouble with your car’s battery can keep your 
car on the road throughout the winter. 

YOUR LOCAL SERVICE 
PROVIDER ...

•is more convenient
•offers better value

•ensures all services are 
warranty approved.

•knows you and your car!
KEEP LOCAL BUSINESS LOCAL!

Get great gas mileage, shop local!

To advertise here 
please call 

204-641-4104

Owners of proposed fi sh processing plant intend to improve fi shers’ lives
By Patricia Barrett

The former president and CEO of 
the federally run Freshwater Fish 
Marketing Corporation, which sells 
fi sh on behalf of Manitoba’s commer-
cial fi shers, announced Dec. 15 his 
intention to build a fi sh processing 
plant in Gimli. 

Donald Salkeld, who was for reasons 
unknown placed on administrative 
leave by the FFMC in March, estab-
lished a company called Northern 
Walleye Inc. and has partnered with 
American company Schafer Fisheries 
from Illinois.

“He [Schafer] understands the po-
tential of Manitoba fi sh and he un-
derstands the market in the world,” 
said Salkeld to about 30 people at the 
Lakeview Resort after Gimli MLA Jeff 
Wharton introduced him. “He does 
business in over 20 countries in the 
world.”

The provincial Conservatives an-
nounced in August they intend to cut 

ties with Freshwater next year and let 
fi shers navigate the open market on 
their own. Since then, a few fi sh plant 
operators have expressed interest in 
setting up shop.

Salkeld said he and Schafer want 
to make things better for Manitoba’s 
fi shers.

“Mike Schafer’s 40 years of experi-
ence in the fi sh processing business, 

he understands that end of it very 
well,” said Salkeld, “and I think we are 
going to make a good partnership and 

Gimli Mayor Randy Woro-
niuk wants to see oppor-
tunity fi sh (less desired 
by the market) utilized 
by fi sh plant companies.

Northern Walleye 
owner Donald Salkeld 
announced his decision 
to construct a fi sh 
processing plant in Gimli.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Commercial fi shers Chris Kristjanson, left, and Kris 
Isfeld, middle, ask Northern Walleye owner Donald 
Salkeld questions about his plant

Continued on page 9
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

ARRIVAL

SING

Not Recommended For Young Children

Animated

FRI DEC 30
CLOSED DEC 31 - JAN 1

and MON TO THURS Jan 2-5
OPEN TUESDAY

at 8:00 pm each night

WED TO FRI DEC 21-22-23
CLOSED DEC 24 & 25

and MON TO THURS DEC 26-27-28-29
OPEN TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm each night

PG

G

GIMLI, MB Canada  |  icelandicfestival.com

MAK    HISTORY               
     ITH US!
Forge your name and message on a pathway stone and 
help us create a park around the famous Viking statue 
in Gimli.  

Starting at $125 these permanent recognition stones 
are the perfect place to tell your story, celebrate family 
history, mark a special occasion or recognize someone 
special. 

PATHWAY STONE DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 1, 2017

Purchase stones at the Icelandic Festival office or       
online at icelandicfestival.com/viking-park 

Clarkleigh greenhouse Christmas trees brighten Interlake homes 
By Jeff  Ward

The Christmas spirit is alive and well 
at Sabados Greenhouse as the owners 
sell their last few fresh trees for the 
holiday season. 

Karen Sabados said that it’s a great 
feeling to know that she and her hus-
band Alan are such a huge part of 
many family Christmases. The Clar-
kleigh-based business hosts dozens 
of families in the middle weeks of De-
cember and sets up a great indoor for-
est for customers to walk through and 
experience the live trees. 

Poinsettia, Christmas cacti and Bal-
sam Fir, Fraser Fir and Scotch Pine 
trees, some as tall as 11 feet, usher 
in the warmth of the holiday season, 
helping to make homes look and 
smell more festive. 

“I think that’s the most important 
part of these trees, the smell,” said 
Karen Sabados. 

“That’s the smell of Christmas right 
there, and you can’t get that with a 
fake tree. When families come in, we 
help them go through and look at the 
trees and fi nd one that will be fi t their 
house. For some people, they just 
want the biggest, but for others, they 
just want a nice small tree.”

Karen said that she enjoys being 
able to help families choose their tree 
and explained that some do really la-
bour with the decision. It’s important 
for families to get the perfect tree be-
cause it becomes such a large focal 
point of their living room for three or 
four weeks. 

This is the second year that Sabados 
Greenhouse has been importing trees 
from Quebec, and they feel it offers a 
great service to members of the com-
munity who like to buy local. And 
they both really enjoy the Christmas 
atmosphere it brings to the business. 

EXPRESS PHOTO BY JEFF WARD
Sabados Greenhouse imports dozens 
of gorgeous, fresh, environmentally 
friendly trees for that authentic 
Christmas smell. Karen Sabados displays 
her beautifully decorated tree proudly. 

John Wood to retire from FFMC
By Jeff Ward

The current interim president and 
CEO of Freshwater Fish Marketing 
Corporation (FFMC) will retire effec-
tive Jan. 31, 2017, and current CFO 
Stan Lazar will be his replacement. 

This is the second retirement from 
FFMC for John Wood, who offi cially 
retired in December 2014 and was re-
placed by Donald Salkeld. 

Wood returned to the position as 
interim president and CEO in March  
2016 after Salkeld was put on admin-

istrative leave. 
Lazar said that the board has ap-

pointed him the new interim presi-
dent and CEO of FFMC and he will 
begin that assignment on Feb. 1. La-
zar added that Wood will remain a 
member of the board of directors with 
FFMC.

The Crown corporation has re-
mained quiet on how long Salkeld’s 
administrative leave will last or if he 
will return to the position at all. 
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A Bombardier to the rescue
Seasons greetings, everyone! This is 

our time of year when we share love 
in all its ways as well as helping others 
in need. It reveals the best in us. The 
stories that have been given to us this 
week are fi ne examples of that. 

Jim Zagozewski told me of an expe-
rience he had about this time years 
ago when he and friends were ice 
fi shing off Sandy Bar by Riverton. Five 
guys on three sleds came by their ice 
shack lost, asking for directions to 
make landfall because it was starting 
to blow. 

Jim showed them what direction to 
go using his GPS. The group climbed 
back on their sleds and disappeared 
into the growing storm. Looking out 
the window once back in his shack, 
Jim soon realized they were in a white-
out situation. He couldn’t see 10 feet 
away. His gang loaded their gear into 
their bombardier and were about to 
head for shore and home when out of 
the vial of blinding snow, the men on 
the sleds reappeared. 

They had become totally lost and 
had gone around in a gigantic circle. 
Worse, some of them were not dressed 
for a storm on the ice of Lake Winni-
peg. One was wearing running shoes.

 Jim’s bombardier was packed to the 
roof, but they made room for the chap 
in running shoes whose feet were 
badly frozen. Then away they went in 
a convoy, Jim in his bombardier lead-
ing using his GPS with the sledders 
following. The bombardier bounced 
viciously over ice crack pileups that 
couldn’t be seen in the storm. 

Soon the early darkness of the win-
ter night covered them. The small 
lights of the bombardier seemed frail 

against the wind-driven blizzard, 
but Jim faithfully drove according to 
his GPS. Then abruptly through the 
swirling maze, the shore popped up 
right in front of them. Tensions eased 
as everyone busied themselves load-
ing the sleds onto trailers. 

Lastly the chap with the frozen feet 
had to be carried to his friend’s truck 
for a trip to the hospital. Jim, you and 
your friends did just fi ne. We’re proud 
of you! 

A few days ago, I was on the ice of the 
Red River, which is about a foot thick 
now, by Sugar Island downstream of 
Selkirk. I walked from one portable 
ice shack to the next, passing the time 
with our fellow anglers. It seemed ev-
eryone couldn’t get over how many 
pickerel they were catching! 

Later, out on the fl at snow pack, I 
saw two men putting their gear into 

a toboggan, obviously quitting for the 
day, so I trudged over to them and 
asked how they had made out. 

These very pleasant fellows, John 
Klassen and his son Kyle from Oak 
Bluff, quickly held up some of their 
catch, which I took a picture of.  I then 
asked if they had a fi shing story for us. 
After thinking for a moment, they re-
membered an unusual happening.

 Last summer, they were boat fi sh-
ing on the Winnipeg River. There was 
another boat maybe a half-dozen boat 
lengths away from them. Apparently 
those anglers had enough fi shing and 
started pulling in their lines. The driv-
er started the motor and gunned it. 
What he hadn’t remembered was that 
the anchor was still out. 

The boat shot forward but the anchor 

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY ARNIE WEIDL
John Klassen, left, and son Kyle Klassen with some of their pickerel 
catch by Sugar Island on the Red.

Continued on page 9
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OFFICE
FOR RENT

Waterfront Centre
in Gimli

Call 204-642-4611

Road of contention (reprise): Bifrost-Riverton calls for province to pave PR 326
By Patricia Barrett 

In July, the RM of Bifrost-Riverton 
council asked Interlake MLA Derek 
Johnson to update it on the new gov-
ernment’s commitment to pave a 
three-mile stretch of gravel road in an 
industrial area near Vidir, northwest 
of Arborg (see the Aug. 4 edition of 
the Express).

At its regular meeting on Dec. 14, 
council put PR 326 back on its radar, 
asking Johnson how things currently 
stand with the provincially owned 
road, also known as the Jacob Line.

“We see it’s not on the program for 
this year,” said Reeve Harold Foster 
to Johnson and Manitoba Infrastruc-
ture’s Director of Regional Opera-
tions Kelvin Shuvera, who appeared 
as delegates. “And we’re OK with that 
because we know you just can’t do it 
like that, but I guess we’d like to know 
where it’s going to fi t in the schedule.”

During council’s July 13 meeting, 
Foster told Johnson that paving and 
other construction work would ideally 
have to be carried out in three phases 
over the course of three years. 

Phase 1 would see the road paved 
north of PR 329. Phase 2 would en-
compass work on the road between 
PR 329 and Arborg. Phase 3 would 
entail a bridge being built (over the 
Icelandic River) in the area near the 
Arborg Fire Hall, which is located at 
the junction of PR 326 and River Road. 
The bridge would provide a direct link 
to Highway 68 and divert semitrailers 
away from downtown Arborg. 

Semis and other heavy goods ve-
hicles going to and coming from the 
north frequently make their way 
down Arborg’s Main Street (PR 326), 
crossing the existing bridge that pro-
vides access to highways 68 and 7.

“Phase 3, that will be a while, I’m 
sure,” said Johnson, referring to pro-
vincial funding for a bridge. “Phase 
1 and 2 were talked about during the 
[2016] election. ... Your proposal got in 
a little too late this year when you ac-
tually got that all sorted out for what 
order you want to do it in. I guess the 
[provincial] budget was already pretty 
much worked out.”

Foster asked when the government 
intends to make a start. “It’s going to 
take engineering and all kinds of stuff 
to be done. When does that start? 
How long does it take before we can 
actually lay some pavement there?”

Johnson said he doesn’t have the en-
gineering qualifi cations to be able to 
answer those questions, but Shuvera 
does.

“We can do it pretty quickly,” said 
Shuvera, referring to preliminary 
work. “We’ve probably done work on 
it already, on 326. ... Stuff like the ap-

provals and the environmental take 
some time.”

Johnson said the good news is that 
the province will be increasing the 
amount of gravel allocated to PR 326.

He himself has travelled the section 
and thinks it needs a fair bit of gravel, 
he said.

Deputy Mayor Dave Shott expressed 
concern about the quality of gravel — 
whether it would be of better quality 
than that previously used.

Foster said limestone crumbles fairly 
quickly, but harder gravel can rip tires 
to shreds.  

“Pavement is the right way to do it,” 
said Foster. “I guess the bottom line is 
that as a municipality, we cannot af-
ford massive amounts of pavement. 
It’s too expensive. We can’t handle 
that. [But] we have to stay competitive 
with our neighbouring municipali-
ties.”

At present, two companies are situ-
ated in the industrial area and collec-
tively employ about 150 people. 

Foster raised the issue of mud and 
dust on PR 326 that may concern those 
businesses.

“I can only repeat what I’m told by 
the manufacturers,” he said. “They’ve 
had instances where ... they’ve got to 
wash equipment after they deliver it ... 
whatever they do when they deliver it, 
they’ve got to wash it because it’s cov-
ered in dust. ... That’s what I’m told.”

Johnson agreed, saying he was 
turned back from the American bor-
der for having mud on the running 
boards of his pickup truck,and had to 
wash it before he was allowed to cross.

Coun. Richard Chomokovski 
broached the idea of the province 
and the RM negotiating a “road trade” 
near the industrial area, something 
that had been discussed in the past. 
The municipality would take over 
a section of road and the province 
would continue 326 northwards.

Johnson said that would have to be 
negotiated with the minister. “I don’t 
anticipate the province just making a 
whole bunch more PR roads.”

He also indicated that the province 
will be scaling back a bit on new in-
frastructure projects given the current 
defi cit.

“There’s been a lot of newer proj-
ects. The newer projects are going to 
slow down a little bit, and we’re go-
ing to concentrate on fi xing what we 
have,” Johnson said.

The RM has discussed the paving of 
the Jacob Line with successive provin-
cial governments. 

A source contacted for the Express’ 
Aug. 4 article had said the estimated 
cost to pave the three-mile stretch 
would be over $6 million, and traffi c 

counts conducted by the province in 
the Vidir area have shown a decline 
in traffi c volume. That means the re-
quired threshold for paving has not 
been met. 

Coun. Chomokovski said the poor 
condition of 326 acts as deterrent to 
traffi c.

“The trucks and the vehicles all end 
up going on municipal roads,” he said, 
“and the counters say that there’s 
nobody driving on these [provincial] 
roads — which is accurate because 
they’re all using municipal roads.” 

Coun. Chomokovski used to build 
roads and said if the last three miles 
of 326 were gravelled in the interim, it 
would make a difference. 

“If it was gravelled really good — 
we know this is not going to happen 
this coming year — if more gravel was 
put on it, it would make a huge dif-

ference.”
The gravel could then be reused for 

the paving project, he said. 
He also cited problems with the road 

when it rains.
“They [the province] put calcium 

over pure mud,” said Chomokovski. 
“It still is a little better than it used 
to be years ago, but it’s not much. If 
it rains half an inch, it’s a mud bath.”

Semitrailers and trucks pass through downtown Arborg to and from 
the industrial area north of town.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Interlake MLA Derek Johnson and Kelvin Shuvera from Manitoba Infra-
structure were delegates at the RM of Bifrost-Riverton’s council meet-
ing Dec. 14 to discuss the paving of PR 326.
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Province provides annual technology grant to Evergreen Regional Library
By Patricia Barrett

Gimli MLA Jeff Wharton delivered 
the government’s annual library tech-
nology grant to the Evergreen Region-
al Library to help it upgrade services 
for almost 12,000 patrons.

“I am pleased to confi rm fund-
ing,” said Wharton, who presented 
$8,627.45 to Gimli Coun. Danny Lu-
prypa last Wednesday at council 
chambers.

Luprypa, who is the ERL board’s fi -
nance chair, said a lot of people rely 
on libraries for access to the Internet 
and other services.

“It will help us a lot in upgrading our 
computer systems ...,” he said. “We’re 
fi nding so many patrons are entering 
our libraries and using computers. It’s 
phenomenal. And you know ... how 
quickly computers need upgrading. 
It’s [the grant] a wonderful asset.”

The government provides funding to 
libraries across the province on an an-
nual basis to help them keep abreast 
of changing technology, said Gimli’s 
head librarian Valerie Eyolfson.

“They give all libraries this grant, 
and it’s for technology like your In-
ternet or other technical upgrades — 
whatever you need it for,” she said. 
“Every library gets it according to 
their population.”

Eyolfson said the ERL has been re-
ceiving the grant for about 10 years, 
and the amount this year increased 
by about $16.

“This [grant] is split between Arborg, 
Riverton and Gimli,” said Eyolfson, re-
ferring to the three libraries that make 
up the ERL.

The ERL provides residents and vis-
itors with a range of technology ser-
vices, including e-books, free Internet 
and scanning services. It incurs on-
going expenses to maintain about 18 
public access and staff computers in 
its three branches. 

Gimli serves 5,845 people; Riverton, 
3,514; and Arborg, 1,152, for a com-
bined total of 10,511, according to the 
ERL’s 2015 annual report. It had 11,932 
memberships in 2015 and charged $35 
and $30 respectively for non-resident 

family memberships and single mem-
berships.

The central library in Gimli provides 
inter-library loan services, collections 
and acquisitions services (purchasing 
books, licensing databases) and cata-
loguing for all the branches.

In a Dec. 14 PC caucus news release, 
the Minister of Sport, Culture and 
Heritage said the province recognizes 
the important role libraries play in the 
community.

“Libraries can build bridges be-
tween communities, inspire young 
readers and offer the key that un-
locks the imagination,” said Rochelle 
Squires. “We want to ensure the sup-
port we provide and the services that 
are offered are delivered as effi ciently 
and effectively as possible.”

Earlier this year, the ERL board 
considered ways to further reduce a 
defi cit (about $10,000) that had arisen 
in 2015 because of the need for addi-
tional staff.

The three municipalities from which 
the ERL rents building space agreed 

to reduce the rent they charge. In 
an interview in September, an ERL 
spokesperson said the library pays 
$17,431 a year in rent.

The provincial grant is used exclu-
sively for technology upgrades.

PHOTO COURTESY OF RM OF GIMLI
Gimli MLA Jeff Wharton (left) pre-
sented RM Coun. Danny Luprypa 
with a letter announcing $8,627.45 
in provincial funding for library 
technology upgrades to the Ever-
green Regional Library.

Refugee family ready for fi rst Christmas in Canada

By Lindsey Enns 
Colourful lights have been hung, the 

tree has been decorated and plans 
have been set for the Ramadan fam-
ily to celebrate their fi rst Christmas in 
Canada. 

Dozens of volunteers from multi-
ple churches make up the Red River 
Churches Refugee Team (RRCRT), 
which helped bring the refugee fam-
ily to Selkirk in late July. 

The family includes mother Ache 
and her three sons Yaya, Habib, Awad 
and daughter Saida. Yaya is also joined 
by his wife Zara and their baby girl 
Maisoune.

Before coming to Canada, the fam-
ily spent 11 years living in a refugee 
camp in Sudan. 

Evergreen Basic Needs Inc. would 
like to express their deepest 

appreciation 
to our extraordinary 
team of volunteers. 

EBN would also like to extend their 
heartfelt gratitude to the community groups, 
faith groups, the individuals and businesses 

who graciously extended their generous 
support throughout 

2016. 

Best wishes to everyone in 2017

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY LINDSEY ENNS
The Ramadan family was busy decorating their tree and home for 
Christmas last Friday evening. The refugee family from Sudan, who 
came to Selkirk in late July, will celebrate their fi rst Christmas in Canada 
later this month. 

Continued on page 25
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help the fi shers here in Manitoba im-
prove your lives. That’s our intent.”

Salkeld said the Northern Walleye 
plant will have a “limited capacity.”

“You get into the plant by delivering 
your fi sh to [it],” he said. “You come at 
a later date when we are at full capac-
ity, we are not going to move anybody 
out that’s been there.” (After the an-
nouncement, Salkeld said the plant’s 
capacity will be fi ve million kilo-
grams). The plant will deal only with 
fresh fi sh.

“Mike Schafer and myself, we intend 
to market your fi sh throughout the 
world with the highest quality that it 
deserves,” said Salkeld. “We don’t in-
tend to be in the frozen fi sh business; 
we intend to be in the fresh fi sh busi-
ness.”

In 2014, the U.S. Food & Drug Ad-
ministration sent Schafer Fisheries 
a warning letter dated Feb. 6, stating 
it had found “serious violations” of a 
food safety act. 

“Accordingly, your fi sh franks, fi sh 
salami and gefi lte fi sh are adulter-
ated in that they have been prepared, 
packed, or held under unsanitary con-
ditions, whereby they may have been 
rendered injurious to health,” wrote 
District Director Scott J. MacIntire. 

Clostridium botulinum growth and 
toxin formation are a hazard likely to 
occur in the products, he added, and  
the FDA could seize them or suspend 
operation of the company.

In 2015, fi re gutted the Schafer Fish-
eries’ plant, according to an April 25 
article in the Clinton Herald. A fi sh 
smoker became too hot and ignited 
nearby plastic sheeting.

The Gimli plant “will be built in two 
or three stages” with an opening tar-
get date of September 2017, according 
to a statement from owners of North-
ern Walleye Inc., which was provided 
to the media during the announce-
ment. “Processing will be done at our 
plant in Illinois until the new facility 
is operational.” 

“A lot of you have worked with Don 
at Freshwater ... and understand the 
integrity and transparency that Don 
and Mike will bring to the industry 
again, the struggles that most fi shers 
had concerns with [sic] Freshwater 
over the years,” said Wharton before 
he introduced Gimli’s mayor.

Mayor Randy Woroniuk said the RM 
sees the fi sh plant as a “tremendous 
opportunity” for both the town and 
the fi shers but said he would also wel-

come a processing facility.
“I would like to see a value-added 

fi sh plant brought into the commu-
nity,” he said, “where species that 
are not traditionally utilized would 
be canned or [made into] frozen fi sh 
sticks. It increases the opportunity for 
employment, and it also increases the 
money that goes to commercial fi sh-
ers.”

Further to fi sh waste, the mayor said 
Iceland’s sole fi sh plant uses every 
part of a fi sh, right down to its skel-
eton, which is dried and sold to Africa. 
That earns fi shers more money.

After the announcement, Woroni-
uk said Northern Walleye has yet to 
present the RM with a business plan. 
In the Sept. 29 edition of the Express, 
the mayor said the RM had entered 
into a “gentleman’s agreement” with 
Salkeld and set aside 11 acres of land 
at the Industrial Park for his plant if/
when he delivers a formal plan.

Gimli Coun. Thora Palson, who at-
tended the announcement, said fi sh-
ers face a challenge when it comes to 
their earnings partly because of the 
nature of their product.

“The real problem is that you’re 
working with a very perishable com-
modity. You don’t have a product that 
can be stored until prices go up or 
down,” she said. “The product has to 
be out of their hands in 24 hours. It 
has to be marketed within a very short 
time frame.”

The plant announcement garnered 
mix reaction among the fi shers in at-
tendance.

Baldi Johannesson, a Lake Winnipeg 
fi sher since 1977, said he’s happy to 
see an open market on the way.

“It’s probably the best thing that’s 
come along in 50 years,” said Johan-
nesson. “We have freedom of choice, 
freedom of marketing. I’ll quote [fi sh-
er] David Olson: I’ll say this is some-
thing fi shermen all over Canada have 
except for ... 2,000 fi shermen in Mani-
toba [that] are locked into the [FFMC] 
system.”

Johannesson said fi shing had been 
his primary occupation for most of his 
career, but he has had to “work out” 
for the past 15 years in order to sup-
plement his FFMC pay packet. 

He said he’s not sure whether he’ll 
get a better price from a fi sh company 
as opposed to FFMC, but having ac-
cess to a plant in Gimli will save him 
transportation costs. He has to drive 
to FFMC’s plant in Selkirk to deliver 

his catch.
Johannesson cited issues with the 

operation of FFMC — particularly the 
sales end of the corporation.

“Their sales team is absolutely hor-
rible. I don’t think they’ve had a new 
customer now for the last 10 years. 
They’ve haven’t really developed any 
... big customers. They’ve got a few 
niche contracts like tullibee roe and 
stuff like that, but as far as selling our 
pickerel, they’ve failed.”

Johannesson said fi shers who are 
adamant about staying with Fresh-
water are suffering from “Stockholm 
Syndrome,” a psychological survival 
strategy whereby a hostage develops 
sympathetic feelings for his/her cap-
tor. 

“And another thing that hasn’t been 
mentioned, too,” said Johannesson, “is 
that pickerel is driving the marketing 
board. That’s how they pay for every-
thing. We’re subsidizing all these oth-
er lower quality species.”

Although the name of Salkeld’s plant 
refers exclusively to walleye (also 
known as pickerel), the businessman 
said after the announcement, “We’re 
going to take all species of fi sh.”

A source who did not want to be 
identifi ed said the waste of under-
utilized species is the industry’s “dirty 
secret.” Species that don’t fetch the 
prices walleye does are tossed back 
(dead) into the water or left to rot on 
the ice.

“Freshwater has a price list. ... Pick-
erel pays you the most, then white-
fi sh or tullibee or sauger. ... If I bring 
10 boxes of pickerel, I’m getting top 
dollar. If I bring 10 boxes of whitefi sh, 
I’m making half. So I throw out all my 
whitefi sh and I only bring in pickerel. 
Everybody knows this, but it’s kind of 
a dirty secret.”

The source said the industry has to 
fi nd ways to utilize perfectly good 
species such as sauger, tullibee, suck-
er, drum and northern pike.

Whether a fi sh plant(s) can help cor-
rect that imbalance in the system is 
yet to be seen.

“The advantage to [under-utilized 
species] is they’re off-quota fi sh,” said 
the source. “So you can bring in as 
much as you want and it doesn’t af-
fect your quota. ... That’s an incentive 
to catch off-quota fi sh.”

Hecla fi sher Ivan Grimolfson, who 
was fi shing long before the creation of 
FFMC, said he sees the establishment 
of fi sh companies as “going back-
wards” and does not believe compe-
tition between plants will positively 

impact fi shers’ wages. 
“I can’t see it because that’s what we 

had before. And it just didn’t work. 
That’s why we had Freshwater set 
up,” he said. “They say everything has 
changed [now], but fi shing is still the 
same. And the companies are going to 
be the same. And the crooks are going 
to be the same.”

As to the limited capacity of the 
proposed Gimli plant, Grimolfson 
said Freshwater never has to expand. 
“They’ve taken every pound of fi sh we 
can give them.”

Lake Winnipeg fi sher Chris Krist-
janson said he counted the fi shers 
among the 28 people in the room and 
found eight, including himself. 

“I think ... the commercial fi shery is 
very poorly represented at this meet-
ing here today,” said Kristjanson. “And 
it shows because of the short notice 
we were given. ... We have to have a 
cross-section of grassroots fi sher-
men. I can’t ... say, ‘Donald, I think you 
should do this. Donald, I think you 
should do that.’ We have to have rep-
resentatives from our grassroots fi sh-
ermen in this area.”

He and fi sher Kris Isfeld wondered 
why Salkeld’s announcement hadn’t 
been publicized, saying they had got-
ten wind of it through word-of-mouth 
a few hours before it got underway at 
3 p.m.

Both are skeptical of whether the 
open market will benefi t all fi shers. 

Isfeld said he has made several at-
tempts to get Sustainable Develop-
ment Minister Cathy Cox to meet with 
him and the fi shers he represents to 
discuss the opt-out and other fi sher-
ies issues. 

It’s unknown what percentage of 
Manitoba’s commercial fi shers had 
asked the Conservative government 
to cut ties with Freshwater.

In 2015, Salkeld himself, as president 
and CEO of FFMC, painted a rosy pic-
ture of the corporation with which 
he’s now intending to compete.

In FFMC’s 2015 Annual Report, 
Salkeld wrote that sales revenue “in-
creased by 3.5 per cent from $68.5 
million in 2013/14 to $71 million in 
2014/15.” The corporation processed 
15.3 million kilograms of fi sh during 
the 2014/15 fi scal year and “initial pay-
ments to fi shers have been increasing 
annually since 2010.” 

The report goes on to state that fi sh-
ers’ total returns for the 2014/15 fi scal 
year were at a “fi ve-year high of $29.5 
million” despite Russian trade sanc-
tions.

 >  FISH PROCESSING PLANT, FROM PG. 4

stayed right where it was! As the rope 
tightened like a thick rubber band, 
the anchor decided to come free — 
like a torpedo! It tore from the water 
with “whosh,” slamming into the side 

of the boat at the water line, 
sounding like a thunder clap. 

John and Kyle sat in their 
boat, eyes and mouths wide open in 
shock, staring at a situation that could 
have had a lot worse ending. They 
took a minute to regain their compo-

sure and then idled over to see what 
they could do to help.

 We continued talking, and John and 
Kyle mentioned that they belonged to 
an organization called the  Manitoba 
Pioneer Camp at Shoal Lake where 
they take disadvantaged kids for some 

fi shing every so often. Jim, John and 
Kyle, these are their stories and I think 
it shows they have the spirit of help-
ing others all year round. 

So, to all of you, my fi ne fi shing 
friends, best wishes and bye for now.   

 >  GET FISHING, FROM PG. 6
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Riverton Chamber concerned about RM name-change process
By Patricia Barrett

The Riverton & District Chamber of 
Commerce is raising concerns about 
the RM of Bifrost-Riverton’s name-
change survey and wants to ensure 
that everyone in the RM has a chance 
to take part in the process.

The RM has a survey form on its 
website asking whether the name of 
the municipality should be changed 
or whether it should remain as Bi-
frost-Riverton.

Clif Evans, president of the cham-
ber and former MLA for the Inter-
lake, said the chamber is wondering 
why the RM is considering a possible 
name change and is questioning the 
way the RM is consulting the public.

“Seeing the article in the newspaper 
[the Express] surprised us,” said Evans. 
“We’ve had residents and businesses 
asking us, ‘What’s going on?’ And the 
question is, ‘Why do this all of a sud-
den and was there a council resolu-
tion?’”

As reported in the Nov. 24 edition of 
the Express, RM Reeve Harold Foster 
said the survey came as a result of the 
RM not being sure whether every-
one is happy with the length of the 
Bifrost-Riverton name, which was ad-
opted by legislative process after the 
former RM of Bifrost and the former 
Village of Riverton were subjected to 
a provincially mandated amalgama-

tion in 2015.
Foster had also said that the RM 

would like to move towards one logo 
and simplify its paperwork.

Evans said he believes the name-
change survey should have been 
more widely advertised in order to 
give people time to respond before 
the new year when the RM plans to 
review submissions. 

“We’re [the chamber] asking the 
community to respond — not just 
people in Riverton but from across Bi-
frost,” said Evans.

A few Riverton businesses —the Ri-
verton Co-op, the Gateway Gas Bar 
and Agri’Auto Repair — have printed 
out the RM’s survey form and set up 
collection boxes in their facilities to 
raise awareness and to help the public 
participate in the process.

“People have been approaching the 
chamber,” said Evans, “and that’s why 
the forms are at different places in the 
community. They’ll [completed sur-
veys] all be taken to the municipality’s 
offi ces.”

Having to download the survey form 
from the RM’s website could possibly 
pose a barrier to some people wanting 
to participate, he said. The form is not 
interactive and cannot be submitted 
via the Internet. It must be dropped 
off at one of the RM’s two municipal 
offi ces.

The RM’s satellite offi ce in Riverton 
is open only two days a week.

“Just having it available online 
makes it diffi cult for a lot of people,” 
said Evans. “Not everybody has the 
Internet.”

The RM’s website indicates that sur-
vey forms will be accepted until the 
beginning of January. 

Evans said the chamber is encourag-
ing people to complete a survey at one 

of the above local businesses or to de-
liver a completed survey to either of 
the municipal offi ces before the end 
of December. 

The RM’s municipal offi ces are lo-
cated at 329 River Rd. in Arborg and 
56 Laura Ave. in Riverton.

For more information about the sur-
vey, visit the RM’s website at www.
rmbifrost.com or call the main offi ce 
at 204-376-2391.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Regardless of whether the RM of Bifrost-Riverton decides to change 
its name, highway signs, such as this one on Boundary Road and PR 
222, may have to be updated.

Lundar and Ashern RCMP investigate armed robbery
Submitted

On Dec. 6 at approximately 1:30 am, 
Ashern RCMP responded to a report 
of an armed robbery at a gas station 
in Ashern.

An armed suspect wearing coveralls, 
white gloves and a green hood, en-
tered the gas station and demanded 
money and cigarettes from an em-
ployee. The suspect then fl ed south-
bound on Highway 6.

Lundar and Ashern RCMP immedi-
ately began searching the surround-
ing area for the suspect vehicle, a red 
GMC pickup truck. Following exten-
sive patrols of nearby highways, the 
vehicle could not be located.

On Dec. 7, members of the Ashern 
RCMP responded to a report of an 
armed robbery at the Lake Manitoba 
First Nation arena.

Offi cers attended the scene and de-
termined that an armed suspect had 
entered the arena and robbed the 

VLTs. The suspect fl ed in a vehicle, 
described as a GMC pickup, prior 
to offi cers arriving. No employees of 
the arena were confronted. An undis-
closed amount of cash was stolen.

RCMP searched the surrounding 
area for the suspect vehicle. Again, 
following extensive patrols of nearby 
highways, the vehicle could not be lo-
cated.

On Dec. 8, a burnt-out GMC pickup 
was located.

Police believe the two robberies are 
connected. There were no injuries in 
either robbery.

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact Lundar RCMP at 204-762-
5088 or call Manitoba Crime Stoppers 
anonymously at 1-800-222-8477, sub-
mit a secure tip online at www.mani-
tobacrimestoppers.com or text “TIP-
MAN” plus your message to CRIMES 
(274637).

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Ashern RCMP are looking for the public’s help in identifying this person 
and truck. Anyone with information is asked to contact Lundar RCMP 
at 204-762-5088 or call Manitoba Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.
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Province recommends amalgamation of Bifrost-Riverton’s CDCs
By Patricia Barrett

The RM of Bifrost-Riverton invited a 
specialist from the provincial govern-
ment to its regular council meeting 
Dec. 14 to help it decide how to turn 
its two Community Development 
Corporations into one. 

CAO Cindy Stansell invited rural 
economic development specialist 
Ruth Mealy from Growth, Enterprise 
and Trade to provide some advice.

Over the past few years, the RM has 
been adjusting to a provincially en-
forced amalgamation, which occurred 
Jan. 1, 2015, when the former Village 
of Riverton and the former RM of Bi-
frost became one municipality. Each 
of their CDCs have continued to op-
erate.

Reeve Harold Foster said the RM is 
trying to reduce the costs associated 
with having two corporations.

“We’re looking at costs, of course,” 
he said, “... and if we go to a reputa-
ble auditing fi rm, it’s about $2,500 per 
CDC. We’re looking at ways to get out 
of that.”

Foster suggested bringing the Ri-
verton-Bifrost CDC “in-house” so that 
it would become part of the Arborg-
Bifrost CDC and be considered under 
the RM’s regular audit. 

Mealy, who provides support to mu-
nicipalities that want to revive, amal-
gamate or dissolve a CDC, asked what 
the RM is proposing to do with the 
Arborg-Bifrost CDC.

Foster said he’s not sure yet what 
would happen to the Arborg CDC as 
it’s currently in the process of creating 
a development plan for the entire RM, 
including the town of Riverton.

“What I do see is that we can make 

the Riverton-Bifrost [CDC] work 
within our own offi ce,” he said. 

Mealy offered council a few options 
for transitioning to one CDC.

The fi rst would entail letting the Ri-
verton CDC “lapse.” She said it had 
“legally” lapsed a few times in the 
past, before being revived with corpo-
rate status in 2001 and again in 2012.

“If the work that the Riverton-Bifrost 
CDC is doing is not purchasing land 
or buildings or things like that, where 
an incorporation isn’t really necessary 
...,” said Mealy, “you can just dissolve 
it [and] run it as a community ... de-
velopment committee, just like a rec 
committee or something.”

The other option — the one Mealy 
said the province recommends — 
would be to merge the two CDCs.

“I look at all the things you’re al-
ready doing,” she said. “You’re sharing 
on so many ... things [that] to differ-
entiate the work you do in economic 
development ... there’s no separation.”

Arborg, Riverton, Bifrost and Fisher 
are one self-contained labour area, 
she said, in which 75 per cent of the 
people who live in the region also 
work in the region.

Coun. Colin Bjarnason (Ward 7) said 
he favours maintaining the Riverton-
Bifrost CDC because it’s already part 
and parcel of the municipality.

“Doesn’t it make more sense to keep 
that one [Riverton] in our municipal-
ity? Arborg [the Town of] has had the 
opportunity to be part of the munici-
pality, and they chose not to be. We 
have one CDC within a municipality, 
so why aren’t we supporting that one? 
If you quit funding one of them, why 
wouldn’t you quit funding the one 

that isn’t part of the municipality?”
Coun. Morley Nordal said it’s not 

really a matter of “dissolving” a par-
ticular CDC but rather creating a new 
one. 

“We’re just creating one for the 
whole area,” said Nordal. “One has got 
to go — whether it’s the Arborg one or 
the Riverton one. One has to go. One 
is ... just being encompassed in the 
other one.”

Mealy said that’s “not necessarily” 
so. There is a bit of formality to the 
process.

 “What you would have to do is ... 
council would have to pass a motion 
to say that Wards 3, 4 and 5 of the Ar-
borg-Bifrost CDC ... should be moved 
over to the Riverton-Bifrost CDC,” she 

said. 
The reeve said the tendency to pro-

tect one’s home turf has to end.
“You can’t protect your own terri-

tory. At the end of it is the taxpayer. 
We have to start to do things more ef-
fi ciently.”

Bjarnason said “there’d be uproar” if 
the recommendation was to disman-
tle the Arborg CDC.

Mealy said the RM’s amalgamated 
council can’t separate itself economi-
cally, that both have common regional 
goals.

Foster agreed that there needs to be 
“regional thinking.”

No decision was made as to how 
council will create one CDC.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Rural economic development specialist Ruth Mealy from Manitoba 
Growth, Enterprise and Trade recommended the RM of Bifrost-River-
ton merge its two CDCs and form a new corporation. Both CDCs are 
already working towards the same goal of stimulating economic de-
velopment in the region.

Manitoba, Saskatchewan say no to federal climate change deal
By Jeff Ward

Ron Thiessen, executive director for 
the Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society (CPAWS), is disappointed in 
the provincial government and Pre-
mier Brian Pallister’s decision to back 
way from the federal climate change 
deal last week. 

Thiessen said that he and the rest of 
the CPAWS staff were surprised by 
the decision and said that this deal, 
which puts a national price on carbon 
— $10 a tonne in 2018 and rising to $50 
a tonne by 2022 — would’ve been the 
perfect opportunity for the Pallister 
government to show their support of 
combating climate change. 

Instead, Pallister said that his gov-
ernment would continue working 
on their “Made in Manitoba” plan, 

of which the details haven’t been re-
leased. Thiessen said that this isn’t a 
problem that is going away and that 
the province needs to act in protecting 
some of the greatest natural resources 
on the planet, which help fi ght carbon 
emissions. 

“Eighty per cent of the Manitoba 
landscape is helping to keep the car-
bon away from the atmosphere,” said 
Thiessen. 

“The boreal forest stores more car-
bon per acre than any other place in 
the world. I think our prime minister 
was right on the money in terms of the 
urgent call to address global climate 
change and how Canada can play an 
integral role in that.”

Thiessen said that further to Pali-
ster opting out of the deal is the fact 

that the premier used the opportunity 
to leverage the health-care system 
against the deal. Palister said that a 
partnership with the federal gov-
ernment on sustainable long-term 
health-care funding is a priority. 

Thiessen said that we can’t have 
other provincial needs competing 
with each other and that the premier 
shouldn’t be using health care as a 
bargaining chip. 

In a press release, Pallister said that 
“Manitoba is Canada’s greenest prov-
ince and we’ve been, and remain, 
consistent in our commitment to ad-
dressing climate change.” He added 
that Manitoba will continue to punch 
above its weight on addressing cli-
mate change. 

Pallister did not provide proof of 

these claims, and this reporter has 
found no study that puts the province 
on the top of any such list.  

“I’m not sure where he got that info 
because Manitoba is certainly not 
looking too good right now in terms 
of comparing ourselves to other prov-
inces and territories. I would think 
that a new government working to set 
the stage for itself in Canada would 
be very proactive in the fi ght against 
climate change, rather than oppos-
ing,” said Thiessen. 

In terms of the carbon tax itself, 
Thiessen said that it certainly doesn’t 
fi x all problems associated with cli-
mate change, but depending on how 
the tax dollars are invested, they could 
go a long way in helping win the fi ght. 



Christmas Greeting
2016

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY SHAWN COTE OF BLUE RAVEN DESIGN
Young Audrica Lute has her photo taken at the Santa Claus is Coming to Town event in Ashern. The event is a revitalized version of a similar event 
from many years ago organized by the Ashern Chamber of Commerce. Sweets, popcorn, a free movie and photos with Santa were all part of the 
free annual event that saw approximately 100 attendees. 

Merry Christmas

16 7th Ave, Gimli, MB 
Sales - 855-963-1818

���������	
��

From all your friends down at Gimli Ford

Merry Christmas
May your Christmas Season be fi lled 

with love, laughter and peace.
Thank you for your patronage in 2016. 

We look forward to serving you in 2017.

Ashern, MB   204-768-2546     Moosehorn, MB   204-768-2770
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Christmas Greetings 2016

Tidings of Comfort & Joy
At Christmas time, may the company of loved ones present 
and the fond memories of those who have passed surround 

you with happiness and fill your heart with peace.

Gilbart Funeral Home Ltd.
Chapels in Selkirk & Gimli
1-800-230-6482 • 1-204-482-3271
www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

New music director showcases Arborg and Riverton students’ talent
By Patricia Barrett

The new director of the shared mu-
sic program at Arborg and Riverton 
high schools showcased her students’ 
vocal and musical abilities during an 
annual Christmas Concert the eve-
ning of Dec. 15.

Lauren Dobko, who recently gradu-
ated from Brandon University with 
a jazz performance degree and a 
two-year after-education degree, ar-
ranged an entertaining hour-long 
performance that included traditional 
Christmas songs and jazz and folk 
standards. 

“These fi ne folks behind me have 
just been giving it their all. ... They are 
just the cream of the crop,” said Dob-
ko to about 300 people at the Riverton 
Community Hall.

Dobko had select musicians in the 
Beginner Band, which is composed of 
grades 7 and 8 students, perform so-
los to demonstrate the versatility and 
range of their respective instruments 
(trumpet, clarinet, fl ute, etc.) as well 
as their mastery of them.

Dobko said she was trained on the 
band side of things and that choir “is a 
whole new thing” for her. 

But judging by the Concert Choir 
and the Vocal Jazz Choir’s ability to 
handle some musically tricky and 
challenging scores, it certainly didn’t 
show.

Students performing traditional 
folksong Old Dan Tucker were tight 
and polished, and they got the crowd 
rocking with their rendition of Cat 
Stevens’ classic 1971 song Peace Train. 

Towards the end of the concert, Dob-
ko had a surprise for the audience.

“Just as a thank you for everyone’s 
acceptance, support and patience 
and open arms in this time of transi-
tion,” she said, “[and] for bringing us 

into the community, myself and Jacob 
[her partner], we’d like to share a little 
piece with you.”

With Jacob on piano, Dobko per-
formed a stunning rendition of Let It 
Snow, Let It Snow, Let It Snow on the 
alto sax. 

“I’m still taking it all in,” said Dob-
ko afterwards, with reference to her 
three months on the job with the Ev-
ergreen School Division. “It’s a learn-
ing experience, but there are a lot of 
great students here that made the 
transition a lot easier and make it re-
ally rewarding.”

The Vocal Jazz Choir performs Cat 
Stevens’ Peace Train.

The Vocal Jazz Choir performs What Child Is This.

Grade 7 tuba player performs 
Jingle Bells.

Grade 7 clarinet players perform Cool Cross Buns.

IConcert band clarinetists perform Epic 
Fantasy on We Three King.

Music Director Lauren 
Dobko gave a solo alto sax 
performance.
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Warm Wishes
Randy’s Tire 

(204) 762-5815

All the Best
Lundar Motor

 Hotel 

(204) 762-5566

With Thanks
Stevenson’s 

Foods 

(204) 762-5714

Holiday Greetings from 

these Lundar Businesses!

Danielsons 
Garage

Would like to wish 
everyone a Very 

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year

(204) 762-5231

and we’d like to share well wishes 
with the friends we hold so dear: 

May your Christmas be merry, 
happy, healthy and bright, and may 

your New Year deliver continued 
delight! Thank you for shopping 
locally and making 2016 a great 
year for all of us.  We appreciate 

your support, and we look forward 
to serving you again soon.

Merry Christmas
Petersen 

Agencies Ltd. 

(204) 762-5501

Best Wishes
Sabados 

(204) 762-5461

With Gratitude
Lundar 

Innovative Supply 

(204) 762-5661

Warmest 
Holiday Wishes

Lundar Pharmacy 

(204) 762-5431
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Christmas Greetings 2016

Merry Christmas 
& A Happy 
New Year

AM Bruce Drilling
(204) 768-2665

Arborg Pharmacy, 275 Main St., Arborg
Prescription Number 
204-376-5153 
Front Store Number 
204-376-2212 

We’d like to give you our 
well wishes for a happy and 
healthy holiday season. We feel 
deeply honored to have your 
friendship and trust.Thanks!

At This Season of Giving  

LEO’SLEO’S
SALES & SERVICE LTD.SALES & SERVICE LTD.

North Perimeter and Sturgeon Road, Winnipeg, Manitoba

www.leoscaseih.com
Toll Free: 1 866-694-4978

And he whistled, and shouted, 
and called it by name; “On, Steiger!’

Th anking our customers for 
their valued support for over 

76 years of continuous service

373 1st Ave, Arborg, MB
204-376-2433

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
All the best in 2017!

ACS Seniors 
Christmas 
Cabaret
By Jeff Ward

It was standing room only in the 
multi-purpose room at Ashern Cen-
tral School last week when the senior 
high students hosted their annual 
Christmas Cabaret. 

Students took attendees through a 
variety of Christmas-themed musical 
interludes from the classical era, Latin 
America and other familiar favourites.

There were solo performances by 
Sage Klyne-Geisler who sang Walk-
ing in a Winter Wonderland, Sienna 
Gould, who sang Late at Night, and 
Noah Monk, who performed a piano 
solo. 

The middle portion of the show 
featured duets from Michael Taylor 
and music teacher Jennifer Bjornson, 
who performed a duet from The Nut-
cracker, and Courtny Granberg and 
Brayden Noordenbos, who performed 
Baby It’s Cold Outside. There were 
also performances by the school’s ga-
rage band, a guitar ensemble and the 
senior choir. 

The performances lasted just over an 
hour and were met with thunderous 
applause for all the work hard from 
the many talented students. 

Pictured left to right: Saige Klyne-Geisler, Anna Riddle, Catherine Price, 
Tyler Sumner, Natasha Kippen, Anjali Shorting, Lincoln Larson as part of 
the senior choir sing Feliz Navidad.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JEFF WARD
Chelsea Gasper, left, Catherine Price, middle, and Alyssa Tritthart sing 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer.

Sienna Gould performs a solo 
and sings Late at Night for the 
audience.

Sage Klyne-Geisler sings Winter 
Wonderland.

Happy Holidays

63 Main St, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-6648

from everyone at

aiaiiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiiiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaiaaiiiiaiainnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn SStSSSSStStStStStStStStStStStttSSStSttStStSStStSttStStStSStStStStStStStStSStSStSttStSStStSSSSSSStSttStt,,,,,,, FiFFFFFiFiFiFiFiFiFiFiFFiFFiFiFiFiiFiFFFiFiFFFiiFFFFFiF sshshshsssshshssshssshererererererrrrer BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBrararararararararancncncncncncnnnccnn h,hh,hh,hh,hh,h,,,h MMMMMMMMMMMMBBBBBBBBB

yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy

Fisher Repair
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Christmas Greetings 2016

Celebrating  
  the Gifts of  

   Friendship &  
Community

Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from our entire team!

As we wrap up another year, we think about 
how lucky we are to know good folks like you. 
Thanks for making us feel so at home here. 

We sincerely appreciate your patronage and support.

PETS
Supplies & More

Quarry

Warm wishes to our 
many best friends at this 

joyous time of year!

Stonewall 204-467-5924

Justin Charles, left, Will Mantik, middle, and Paul Park 
perform their guitar ensemble piece In The Bleak Mid-
Winter.

Lincoln Larson left, Courtny Granberg, middle, 
and Sienne Gould perform This Winter’s Night as 
a part of the senior choir.

Irayden Noordenbos performed  
Baby It’s Cold Outside as a duet 
with Courtny Granberg.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY 
ROZANNE NEVAKSHONOFF 

Fisher Branch middle-year 
students entertained family 
and friends at the annual  
Christmas concert  last Monday 
night.  Some of the highlights 
included a Christmas sweater 
fashion show to the Christmas 
classic “It’s a Marshmallow 
World” and the  play 
“Technology or No Technology 
Christmas?”, which provided 
a humorous account of nerds 
trying to bring Santa into the 
21st century. 

Fisher Branch highlights

RM of Coldwell
Reeve & Council and staff

RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooollllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeelllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll
RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRReeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee &&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&&  CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCooooooooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnccccccccccccccccccccccciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilllllllllllllllllllllll  aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd ssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssstttttttttttttttttttttttttttaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffffff

Season’s
Greetings

Season’s Greetings

Hwy #9 & Gimli Park Rd., Gimli  204-642-8585

Thank you to all who 
have made this a 
wonderful year.

We appreciate your 
business!
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Christmas Greetings 2016

Jeff WHARTON
MLA, Gimli Constituency
t. 204.642.7843
Gimlimla@mymts.net

Merry Christmas            and a prosperous 

   New Year.

321 Main Street, Arborg
(204) 376-5242

Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Year

FURNITURE & 
APPLIANCES

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!
AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR!
Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year
INTERLAKE AUTO & TRACTOR PARTS

161 Sunset Blvd., Arborg
204-376-2667

Have a Warm and Wonderful 
Christmas and New Year! 

Council and Staff, Rural Municipality of West Interlake

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF

Students perform for friends and family Christmas concert

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY ROZANNE NEVAKSHONOFF 
The Grade 5 and 6 Christmas students showed off their Christmas sweaters.

ASHERN 
INSURANCE AGENCIES

204.768.2674

Ha�y 
Holidays
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Christmas Greetings 2016

To All Our Members and Friends during the Holidays

Eriksdale Food Store
24 Railway Avenue

Eriksdale Hardware
21 Railway Avenue

Christmas is our favorite time of year 
because it gives us the opportunity to 
express our gratitude for the fortune 
of serving people like you

The Adventure on 
Christmas!
By Jayden Crave, age 10

It was Christmas Eve, and everyone 
was tucked into bed. The clock ticked 
toward’s midnight but I couldn’t 
sleep…So I decieded to get up and get 
a snack. But what I didn’t realize was 
six little eye’s looking up at me. But 
then in a instant three small skinny 
Elve’s were standing right beside my 
feet. They were wearing bright green 
and red pocka doted shoe’s with a 
big fl uffy ball on the end of them. 
They also were wearing tight green 
Pants and one of the famous “ugly” 
Christmas sweaters!! But suddenly I 
was looking up at a man with a bright 
Red suit a pale white beard and a 
jolly smile! And that very person was 
“Santa”! Santa said merry Christmas 
to me, but all I did was stare, I was so 
shocked to actually be meeting Santa, 
then Santa asked me to follow him, 
so I did. He led me all the way to the 
door, opened it, and there was Dasher, 
dancer, prance, Vixen, Commet, Cu-
pid, donner, blitzen and the bright and 
beautiful Ruldoph. Santa asked me if 
I wanted to go for a ride, but by now I 

wasn’t freaked out anymore. So I said 
sure. So Santa led me to the bright 
red shiny sled I hopped in ad in a few 
minutes we were in the sky on top of 
the shiny Golden Boy. I could see lot’s 
and lot’s of buildings, and best of all it 
was snowing. Then we fl ew back to my 
house before my parent’s knew I was 
gone. When we got there Santa led 
me back to my door step, I said thank 
you for the ride but all Santa did was 
hand me a snow globe turned around 
and waved goodbye. So one he left I 
slowly tiptoed back to my bedroom, 
hopped into bed and looked out the 
window and there was Santa high in 
the sky yelling merry Christmas and a 
happy New year!!

Goofy Granny
Kesa Pidruchny, age 8

When Granny came to Christmas 
she knocked loudly nine times. When 
she came in she said Happy Christ-
mas! She entered the house wearing 
sandals when there was snow on the 
ground. The fi rst thing Granny did 
was sit down and eat. She took some 
turkey and dipped it in her glass of 
milk. She took mashed potatoes and 
stuffed them in her mouth. Granny 
didn’t eat her carrots and peas. Then 
granny asked what was for dessert. 
Mom brought out cake, pie, and cook-
ies. Granny took a cookie and dipped 

it into the gravy dish and ate it all up 
like a pig, forgetting her manners. Ev-
erybody was staring at granny. She 
went to the fridge and got out some 
hot peppers and started to chop them 
and put them on her cake like sprin-
kles. She thought that was nice and 
tasty! Granny started to eat. When 
granny ate her Christmas chocolate 
she got a chocolate moustache. After 
she was full she let out a burp that 
lasted 20 minutes. Granny opened her 
present and it was a giant nightgown 
with candy canes and hot chocolate 
mugs and gingerbread men on it. 
Granny gave her presents to the kids. 
It was Granny’s homemade cook-
ies with onions and olives in them 
instead of cherries and nuts. After 
presents Granny did a Christmas rap 
Karaoke to RUN-DMC’s Christmas 
in Hollis, which we thought was re-
ally funny! It was a strange Christ-
mas with Granny. When Granny was 
leaving she gave everyone a big hug 
goodbye. We couldn’t wait to see what 
granny would do next Christmas!

The Christmas Tree Cat
By Olivia Harapiak, age 9

It was Christmas Eve, and every-
one was tucked in their beds.  The 
clock ticked towards midnight, but I 
couldn’t sleep, because...  all I heard 
was tink, tink, clink.  It repeated and 
repeated and repeated, until I raced 
out of my bed in my cozy gingerbread 
P.J.’s, and ran down the stairs in hope 
that it was Santa.  It was not Santa, it 
was my lazy cat Cookie climbing up 
the Christmas tree.  So as I was think-
ing what to do, my cat kept climbing 
up the tree.  

Tink, clink, tink, tink, until when she 
touched the star on top of the tree 
she started to talk.  She said, “OMG, I 
only have a few hours until Santa will 
be bringing the special present!”.  I 
asked my cat Cookie, what the special 
surprise was.  

Cookie said, “that’s just it!  I don’t 
know! Santa just said to guard the tree 
from any danger!”  

I asked what the danger could be?
Her whisker twitched then she said 

in a very serious tone, “THE DOG!!!!”.
A couple minutes later we fell asleep 

Christmas Stories 
1st  Place

Granny
2nd Place

Christmas Eve an

3rd Place

Continued on page 23

Wishing you the joy 
of family, the gift of 

friends, and the best 
of everything in 2017!

Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake

t: 204 376 3401
interlakemla@gmail.com
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Goodwill,
cheer and friendship, 

Twinkling lights here and there, 
The signs of the season are everywhere.  

As we welcome this time of peace, joy and fun, 
We extend our best wishes to each and every one 
Who has made our year a resounding success…

With friends such as you, we feel truly blessed!
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16 Main St, 
Eriksdale, MB 

(204) 739-2110

Wishing you a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year

To All Our Members and Friends during the Holidays

Arborg Admin Office
253 Main Street

Arborg Food Store
253 Main Street

Arborg Gas Bar
316 Main Street

Christmas is our favorite time of year 
because it gives us the opportunity to 
express our gratitude for the fortune 
of serving people like you

Best Wishes
Blue Moon 
(204) 333-7773

All the Best
Eriksdale Inn 

(204) 739-2027

With Thanks
Healing 
In Style

 (204) 333-7773

Warm Wishes
Eriksdale 
Redi-Mix 

(204) 739-5334
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Christmas Greetings 2016

May peace, love, harmony and joy 
be your constant companions, and 
may faith be your guide wherever 
you go this holiday season.

Chapels at Stonewall, Teulon, Arborg

OF THE 
SEASON

Blessings

Merry Christmas!

Fisher Branch, MB    204-372-8765
One Stop Food & Gas

Mayor, Council 
& Staff

Celebrating the gift s of 
friendship & community

Town of Arborg

Rural Municipality 
of Gimli

Mayor, Council and Staff

Wishing you a 
Merry Christmas & 
A Happy New Year

Home
Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!

 for the Holidays!

451 Main Street, Arborg 204-376-3090

Lundar’s Breakfast with Santa

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY ANDERS KUUSSELKA 
Loa Thorkelson plays the guitar for attendees of the Lundar Daycare 
Breakfast with Santa. 

Posing for a photo with Santa 
are (back, left to right) Breanna, 
Chantal and Jodi holding her son 
Grayson. 

Brittin, left, and Leighton Nikkel 
sporting red bows for their photo 
with Santa. 
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Christmas Greetings 2016
Ashern Early Years students dazzle in Christmas concert
By Jeff Ward

The young students of Ashern Early 
Years School (AEYS) brought to life 
some classic Christmas music for an 
audience of more than 200 last week. 

There were very few empty chairs 
inside the Ashern Centennial Hall as 
kindergarten to Grade 4 students took 
to the stage to sing songs and dance to 
the delight of parents and loved ones.

Songs like Twinkle Twinkle, Little 
Star, Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
and Winter Wonderland brought 

smiles to the faces of everyone in the 
audience. Students even performed a 
modern song, Can’t Stop That Feeling 
from Justin Timberlake, which was 
one of the most popular songs of 2016. 

Students decked the Centennial 
Hall with dozens of decorations and 
performed dance numbers in cos-
tumes like cowboy hats and used gi-
ant candy canes and gingerbread men 
to help bring their performances to 
life. 

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JEFF WARD
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Dear Santa Claus
My name is Ashlynn. I am 

7 years old. I live in Hnausa, 
MB. I wonder how the rein-
deer fl y? This year I been 
good by waking up good and 
I make my mom happy by do-
ing that. My wish for Christ-
mas is Fur Real friend puppy, 
snow man stuffi e, or an Elf on 
the shelf.

Love, Ashlynn
Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Brayden.  I am 

6 years old. I live in Hnausa, 
MB. I wonder if the reindeer 
are doing good? This year I 
have been good by helping 
my mom and dad cleaning. 
My wish for Christmas is to 
get a toy race car and a tow 
truck.

Love,  Brayden 

Dear Santa Claus,         
My name is Brock.  I am 7 

years old. I live in Menville, 
MB. I wonder do your rein-
deer actually fl y? This year 
I have been a good boy be-
cause I do sweeping jobs. 
My wish for Christmas is a 
puppy.

Love, Brock

Dear Santa Claus
My name is Callan. I am 6 

years old. I live close to Gimli, 
MB. I wonder do your rein-
deer actually fl y? I was a good 
boy by cleaning my room ev-
eryday. I want a dog house 
and a box of treats and a mo-
torized nerf machine gun for 
Christmas.

Love, Callan

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Daggur. I am 

6 years old. I live in River-
ton MB. Do you really know 
when kids are naughty or 
nice? This year I have been 
good by listening to my par-
ents. My Christmas wish is 
to get a toboggan and remote 
control plane.

Love, Daggur

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Dexter. I am 

years 6 old. I live in Riverton 
MB. I wonder how do you 
deliver so many presents in 
one night? This year I’ve been 
good by cleaning up. My wish 
for Christmas is nerf guns, 
basketball, and a teddy bear 
Luigi.

Love,  Dexter

Dear Santa,
My name is Eli. I am 6 years 

old. I live in Mennville, MB. 
How do the reindeer fl y? This 
year I have been good by do-
ing extra chores. My wish for 
Christmas is to get a remote 
control car that you can drive 
inside or outside or Star Wars 
lego and also a pet hamster. 

Love, Eli 

Dear   Santa   Claus,
My name is Jake. I am 6 years 

old.  I live in Riverton, MB. I  
wonder how many presents 
you have to deliver in one 
night? This year I have been 
a good boy by helping kids 
build their forts at recess. My 
wish for Christmas is to get a 
Nerf gun or a puppy.

Love, Jake   

Dear Santa Claus, 
My name is Jo. I am 6 years 

old.  I live in Hnausa MB.  I 
wonder if reindeer are real? 
This year I have been good 
by swimming. My wish for 
Christmas is to get a video 
game,  Mario brothers two for 
my Wii and a remote control 
dinosaur.

Love , Jo  

Dear Santa Claus 
My name is Johannes. I am 

6 years old. I live in Mag-
nussville, Manitoba. I won-
der how many hours does it 
take to make presents? This 
year I’ve been good by help-
ing somebody. My wish for 
Christmas is to get a Spider 
Man spider web, jets blanket, 
and a jets away jersey.

Love, Johannes 

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Kanyen.  I am 6 

years old   I live in Washow 
Bay, MB.   Do the reindeer 
actually fl y?  This year I have 
been a good boy because 
I did chores.    I want a dirt 
bike, iPod and an Xbox 1. 

Love,  Kanyen      

Dear Santa Claus 
My name is Kiersten. I am 

7 years old. I live in River-
ton, MB. I wonder does Ru-
dolph’s nose glow? This year 
I have been good by helping 
my mom cook cookies. My 
wish for Christmas is to get a 
puppy! 

Love: Kiersten

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Kiesha.   I am 7 

years old. I live in Riverton, 
MB. I wonder how tall is your 
house? This year I have been 
good by cleaning my room. 
My wish for Christmas is to 
get a puppy or 1 Barbie doll 
or the Trolls movie.

Love, Kiesha
Dear Santa Claus, 
My name is Kristjana.  I am 

6 years old. I live near River-
ton, MB. I wonder how mean 
elves you have? I am good 
because I help my mom with 
chores. My wish for Christ-
mas is a real puppy, Fur Real 
friend pet and Bunchy.

Love, Kristjana

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Leah.  I am 6 

years old. I live in Riverton, 
MB. I wonder do your Elves 
like to make toys? This year I 
have been good by cleaning 
my room. My wish for Christ-
mas is to get a puppy, a stuffy 
named Anna and new shoes.  

Love,  Leah 

Dear Santa Claus 
My name is Liam.  I am 6 

years old. I live in Riverton, 
MB. I wonder how many 
elves you have? This year I 
have been a good boy by do-
ing my homework. My wish 
from you Santa is for a toy 
semi, a trap set and a van 
with a trailer. 

Love, Liam

Dear Santa Claus
My name is Lilly. I am 6 

years old. I live in Riverton, 
MB. I wonder how your rein-
deer fl y? This year I have been 
a good girl by listening to my 
mom. My wish for Christmas 
is to get a Lego friend set, or 
a nerf gun, or an elf on the 
shelf.

Love, Lilly

Dear Santa Claus,
My name is Marcus.  I am 7 

years old.  I live near River-
ton, MB.  I wonder how cold 
it is up north? This year I have 
been good by cleaning up my 
room and the dog’s room.  My 
wish for Christmas is to get a 
monster truck and a semi.

Love, Marcus     

A Christmas Birthday
By Vernette

 How many of you with birthdays that fall within fi ve days 
either way of Christmas have heard “What a rip-off” or “You 
must hate that”  or the popular question “Are your presents 
combined?” Well, my birthday is Christmas Eve. You might 
think that Christmas Eve is OK because it is the day BEFORE 
Christmas, stores are still open, people still work on that day, 
etc. I am of Icelandic Heritage and the Icelandic Tradition 
is to open gifts and celebrate on Christmas Eve. (My Mom 
would say “Santa Claus always came to our house FIRST.”) 
Did I ever feel that I didn’t have a special day that was all 
mine? Not in my almost 53 years have I ever felt that way. 
As a matter of fact, I love having a Christmas birthday! Why, 
you ask? EVERY year my family is with me. I always get 
more cards because more people remember it. Everyone is 
celebrating the joy of friends and family whether they know 
me or not. When I was younger and doing the “bar” thing, 
my friends were always there whether I called them or not. 
“Tis the season.” I am lucky enough to say that I have never 
worked on my birthday or had to be in school. Who else can 
say that Santa comes to their house on their birthday? Did 
I ever feel ripped off? My mother always made sure that 
the day was mine. I would get up in the morning to fi nd my 
birthday present wrapped in non-Christmas paper on the 
coffee table. Sometimes I wouldn’t open it until 11:01 am 
(the time I was born). After lunch we would have birthday 
cake (sometimes with money hidden in it). Even though 
it would have been diffi cult to have other kids for a party, 
my two brothers didn’t have birthday parties either. The 
Christmas Celebration would not begin until early evening 
and we were off to our “Amma and Afi ’s” house. Thank you 
to my parents for keeping my birthday a special day for me. 
I think about my mother in the hospital on Christmas with 
my two brothers (aged 2 1/2 and 13 months) at home. Both 
of them and my father had Christmas without Mom that 
year. Thank you both for that. So here’s to the rest of you 
with birthdays at Christmastime! Rejoice! Celebrate! As my 
family would sing ...”Joy to the World, Vernette has come...”

 

Dear Santa Claus, 
My name is Mya.  I’m 6 

years old.  I live in Riverton 
MB.  I wonder how small are 
your Elves?  I have been very 
good by playing outside.  For 
Christmas I would like a Ted-
dy bear, Ipad and a Ipod .

Love, Mya

Dear Santa,
Hey Santa!  I am so excited 

for Christmas!   Of course, I 
can’t forget to write to you.

How are your reindeer and 
elves doing…especially Ru-
dolph? I won’t forget him, as 
he is my favorite.  How are 
you doing?  I bet you are busy 
working late nights getting all 
the toys ready for Christmas 
Eve. 

I was wondering if I could 

ask for a Pokemon Booster 
Box for Christmas; as my 
brothers are kind of beat me 
every time I have a Pokemon 
battle with them.  I need to 
have the booster in order to be 
competitive with them. 

My little brother just re-
ceived a Pokemon Pack for 
his birthday (with two decks)!  
Also last year you gave him a 
Pokémon Booster Box which 
has left me at a disadvantage.  
The cards that were in it, he 
could put in his deck.   So, as 
you can see, I am going to plan 
on losing every battle until I 
can get a Pokémon Booster 
Box and more cards!

That is all I want for Christ-
mas.  Merry Christmas Santa! 

Love, Carter
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on the couch!  When we woke we real-
ized that we only had one hour until 
Santa would be here.  We looked at 
the tree and half of the garland was 
torn off and our dog Jonesy was sleep-
ing on it.  Cookie was furious and 
ready to pounce.  Her claw’s came out 
like an owl chasing a mouse.  

Just as she was about to attack I 
yelled “WAIT! We have extra garland 
that we can put up, I’ll run and get it!”.  

Just as we were fi nished redecorat-
ing the tree we heard “HO, HO, HO!”, 
and Santa appeared in our living 
room like magic. 

He gave me a hug and said, “I will 
spare you a cookie or two if you 
go to sleep and let the magic come 
through”.   I went straight up stairs 
and snuggled in my bed with my lit-
tle Teddy Bear named Fred.  I fell fast 
asleep.

When I awoke in the morning, I ran 
to the tree and saw that the super se-
crete present was for me.  I tore open 
the present and guess what it was?  
It was a little glass fi gurine of a cat 
climbing a Christmas tree.

Crash Landing
By Rhianne Clarke, age 10

All the elves were hard at work in 
Santa’s workshop, all but one that 
is. Her name was Holly Claus, Santa 
Claus’s daughter. Her father sent her 
to work to learn about making toys. 
She was to take over the workshop 
when she was older. 

But Holly did not want to work, in 
fact she would much rather sing car-
ols and join a choir than make toys! 
Santa loved when she sang but he 
also wanted her to join the workforce. 
Santa had a plan. He had dealt with 
this before you see. 

He would make choir and he knew 
Holly would join. And once she did, 
Santa would get all that music out of 
her! Santa’s plan was sure to work, 
and it did! After a few days Holly’s 
voice was so tired that she could not 
sing anymore. It got quiet around 
their home, almost too quiet. Santa 
had it! He wanted music and fast. He 
told Holly to sing her heart out. And 
she did. She sang 9,999 (almost 10,000 
) carols and songs without breaks. 
All the elves thought she was a lean, 
mean, singing machine!

Two hours later an agent called. He 
wanted Holly to be signed to his re-
cord label. Before she could commit 
to it, Holly had to fl y Santa’s sleigh. 

Holly was up to the challenge. Turns 
out that Santa’s reindeer loved Hol-
ly’s voice and were eager to help. Ten 
hours later. .. Holly was really, really, 
tired. She was so tired that she drank 
15 very big  mug of hot cocoa for caf-
fi ne. Two hours later... Holly signed 
the record label. So I guess it’s time to 
say the end. 

Quest to Save Christmas
By Liam Harapiak, age 12

I woke with a start.  What had wo-
ken me?  I listened hard.  Yes, there it 
was again!  Bells!  I could hear jingling 
bells.  

Just then one thought crossed my 
mind!  Santa’s here!!!  Instantly I got 
up, I put on my robe and bunny slip-
pers and headed down stairs.  When 
I was half way down the stairs I could 
hear the bells getting closer.  I was al-
most down the stairs when I heard a 
big BANG!  

I stopped in my tracks.  I was so 
frightened, I thought that I would 
explode.  I calmed myself and took a 
fl ash light from the shelf right next to 
me.  I sneaked to the kitchen without 
making a sound.  I heard the sound 
again.  It was coming from outside.  
I was so scared to look through the 
window, but I forced myself.  Guess 
what I saw?

Deer! No wait it has a collar on and 
bells.  Out from the bush came seven 
more deer.  Then I realized that these 
were NOT deer.  They were REIN-
DEER!!! 

They started to lead me somewhere. 
So I followed.  They led me to a sleigh 
where I saw SANTA!!!  He said that 
he could not continue delivering 
presents tonight because Rudolph 
was sick.  Without Rudolf to guide his 
sleigh the would get lost.  Just then I 
had an idea... and Santa and his Rein-
deer went on their merry way.

The next morning I got up, fi lled with 
joy.  I ran downstairs and opened up 
my present and found my fl ashlight!

The Story of the Best  
Christmas Ever
By Cade Helstrom, age 11
Dr. George Johnson Middle School

This is the story of the best Christmas 
ever.  In the middle of night Jack ran 
downstairs and found an empty space 
under the tree, where he expected his 
presents to be.  Jack glanced to his left, 
peering at the laid out plate of cookies 
with a tall glass of milk.  He was con-
fused!  He heard a loud thump!  

The noise was coming from the chim-
ney!  Jack ran quickly to take cover 
behind the living room couch.  While 
peeking over the couch, he heard jin-
gle bells and then he heard big foot-
steps coming toward the couch.  Jack 
quickly ducked under the couch when 
he heard someone yell, “Ho, Ho, Ho!”

 Jack remembered that voice-- it 
was Santa!  Jack got up to see Santa.  
He saw an older, white haired man, 
who was wearing a red and white fur 
trimmed coat. He had a huge sack on 
his back.   He was munching down the 
cookies and the glass of milk was al-
ready empty! 

Santa put down his sack down on the 
living room fl oor, reached into his bag 
and pulled out a bunch of gifts which 
he carefully put under the tree one by 
one. The gifts said to: dad, to: mom, to: 
Jack, Jack walked toward Santa, Santa 
turned around.  He saw Jack and San-
ta whispered, “Make sure you don’t 
tell a single soul that you saw me!”  

Then he quickly disappeared.
His secret is safe with me.

Best Christmas Ever
By Leif, Grade 6

 This is the story of the best Christ-
mas ever! It started out a little bit 
weird.  Young Jack ran down the stairs 
and gasped as he saw non of his fami-
lies’ presents were there yet!

What happened next, caught him 
by surprise.  It was Santa coming 
down the chimney!   The fi rst thing 
that came to Jack’s mind was that he 
wanted to fi gure out how he could go 
to the North Pole to have the time of 
his life!  He wondered how he could 
somehow get on Santa’s sleigh.   Jack 
fi gured that when  Santa came down 
the chimney,  he would slip into San-
ta’s big red bag. 

 Jack managed to do it!   Santa gath-
ered up his bag and left.  He got on 
the sleigh and then the bumpy ride 
started to happen.  It seemed like 
hours fl ying over the world until he 
poked his head out of the bag and the 
cool air hit his face.   Jack knew he was 
at the North Pole. 

Time to have some fun!  He jumped 
off the sleigh and saw a Candy Cane 
Forest, the Elves’ Workshop and the 
Reindeer’s stables and of course, San-
ta’s castle. 

Jack decided he should go to the 
Candy Cane Forest fi rst.   He ran as 
fast as he could to play in the snow.  
Jack saw some sugar plum fairies as 
he ran to the Elves’ Workshop to see 
what would happen. There was noth-
ing going on in there.   He reasoned 

with himself, that would make sense 
because Christmas is almost over and 
the toys are all made.   Jack then went 
to the stables, but there was nothing 
there either.

Jack thought, it’s time to go to San-
ta’s Castle.   That’s probably where 
everyone is. Jack thought that maybe 
he could get Santa`s autograph.  Then 
he thought, I will probably get sent 
home, but then thought, who cares?   
This is the best Christmas ever! 

Jack made his way to Santa`s Castle 
hearing some wonderful Christmas 
music playing in the distance.  He 
walked out on the dance fl oor and the 
music stopped. 

Jack then explained to Santa every-
thing that happened, but Santa wasn’t 
mad.  He gave me his autograph and 
took me home before my parents 
woke up and worried about me.

It was 1:00 am in the morning and 
my parents were sound asleep.  They 
will never know about my adventure.

A forgetful Christmas
By Emmalee Dalman
Homeschooled, age 9

 On Christmas Eve the Dalman 
family was in a rush,they had so 
many things that still needed to get 
done for tonight’s Christmas dinner. 
Mom still had to fi nish getting sup-
per ready,Dad had to fi nd something 
nice to wear (but of course he doesn’t 
have anything),Emmalee had to fi nd 
the curling iron to curl her hair, Alas-
ka had to fi nd her special Christmas 
dress and dirk only had to play:)

When everything sorta fell into place, 
their forgetful Amma showed up with 
her granddaughter. Shortly after that 
everyone started showing up. When 
they had their delicious supper their 
forgetful Amma completely forgot 
how to eat, they had to try to show her 
but she didn’t understand it. 

It was a fun night full of love and 
laughter! Everyone had fun danc-
ing and exchanging gifts! The oldest 
daughter Emmalee got a new iPhone, 
the middle child Alaska got a Hatchi-
mal and the youngest Dirk got  a 
bunch of trains and a train table! The 
forgetful Amma forgot who was who 
when they where giving gifts so they 
got the wrong gifts:(   When everyone 
was tired they left they said goodbye 
and gave their hugs and kisses! 

Continued from page 18
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Gimli Art Club showcases 
members’ talents and 
diverse artistic media

By Patricia Barrett
The Gimli Art Club highlighted its 

members’ creative talents during its 
second annual Christmas Table Art 
Fair held Dec. 10 and 11 at its gallery.

The Club, established in 1969, en-
courages exploration of all artistic 
mediums, from sketching in coloured 
and pastel pencils and painting using 
watercolours and acrylics to stained 
glass and photography.

Club members, all of whom live in 

the Interlake, teach a number of dif-
ferent techniques and hold in-house 
workshops to help those new to a par-
ticular medium hone their skills.

The club began painting murals on 
the harbour seawall in 1997, depicting 
the rich history and events that had 
occurred in the region.

Visit the gallery at 3 Centre St. near 
Gimli Harbour to view members’ 
work or visit them on Facebook or at 
www.gimliartclub.com.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GIMLI ART CLUB

Province releases fl ood forecast outlook for 2017
By Jeff Ward

According to the province, a single 
major weather storm, similar to the 
one that occurred in the summer of 
2014, could cause major fl ooding in 
Manitoba. 

The 2016 Fall Conditions Report re-
leased last week didn’t bring the good 
news that many Interlake residents 
were hoping. Instead, talk of major 
fl ooding and watersheds being close-
ly monitored were big talking points 
in the 34-page report. Manitoba Infra-
structure 

Minister Blaine Pedersen said that 
it is still very early in the timeline of 
fl ood forecasting and that a number 
of factors are at play when looking 

ahead. The report notes that higher 
than average precipitation through 
the summer and into the fall caused 
lake levels to rise. The report states 
that Lake Manitoba is expected to re-
main near 812.4 to 812.5 feet through-
out the winter and that Lake St. Mar-
tin is expected to reach near 803 feet 
before the spring runoff. 

The conditions outlined in this re-
port indicate there is a chance of 
moderate to major fl ooding in some 
locations in Manitoba. “As spring ap-
proaches, the province will further 
assess the fl ood potential and work 
with our municipalities to prepare as 
required,” said Pedersen. 

Lake Manitoba is still below the 

fl ood stage level of 814 feet, but the 
report said that a quick spring melt or 
one major winter storm could mean 
major fl ooding. The report also men-
tions that the accuracy of this infor-
mation at this stage is ambiguous. 

“It is not very practical or feasible 
to provide a long-term fl ood forecast 
for spring 2017 as conditions could 
change signifi cantly during the com-
ing months,” said the report. 

The unfortunate part for Manito-
bans is that Saskatchewan saw “above 
normal to well above normal” soil 
moisture conditions and high base 
fl ow conditions. Much of that water 
makes its way down the Assiniboine 
River and is diverted through the Por-

tage Diversion into Lake Manitoba. 
Curiously, there was not a single 

mention of the Portage Diversion in 
the entire report. 

“Overestimating or underestimating 
the fl ood potential four months in ad-
vance of the spring runoff is very risky. 
The hydrologic forecast centre will 
continue to monitor the basin condi-
tions closely and will release spring 
fl ood outlooks through the winter as 
required,” said the report. 

The fi rst fl ood outlook is expected to 
to be available in February with the 
fi nal fl ood outlook released in March. 
Anyone interested reading the 2016 
Fall Conditions Report can do so by 
visiting www.gov.mb.ca/fl ooding.
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RCMP remind anglers to stay safe out on the ice
By Dave Baxter

Ice fi shing and snowmobiling sea-
son has offi cially arrived across the 
Tri-S area, but local RCMP offi cers 
want to remind residents how they 
can stay safe when they venture out 
onto the ice. 

“There is no fi sh in the world that 
is worth risking your life for,” Selkirk 
RCMP Const. Jim Dao said. 

Dao knows that rows of ice fi shing 
shacks will soon begin popping up 
on the Red River near Selkirk and on 
other Manitoba waterways.

He said anyone that goes out on the 
ice should fi rst know what the ice con-
ditions are and never head out on the 
ice blindly. 

“Check with a local tackle shop for 
ice thickness suitability and fi nd out 
if it is safe for human traffi c or for 
vehicles to drive on,” he said. “Keep 
in mind that fast-moving water un-
derneath may change ice conditions 
without notice.”

Dao added there are ways that those 
who go out on the ice can distribute 
their weight. 

“Use a sled to carry your gear in-
stead of backpacks so that the weight 
is spread across the ice and does not 
weigh you down if you happen to go 
through the ice,” he said. “Stay away 
from open water and areas of ice jams 
as this would mean that the integrity 
of the ice may have been compro-
mised.”

Dao also cautioned that residents 
should never head out on the ice 
alone. 

“Try not to go fi shing alone,” he said. 
“There’s a greater chance of being 
able to summon for help in an emer-
gency if there is more than one of you.”

Dao knows that colder temperatures 
also means vehicles, including trucks 

and snowmobiles, will start heading 
out onto the ice. 

Dao said those in vehicles or on 
snowmobiles should always know 
what kind of ice they are about to 
head out on and should fi rst consider 
walking to their destination before-
hand if possible.  

“Driving vehicles onto the ice great-
ly increases the risk factor due to its 
weight.  Try walking across instead to 
your ice fi shing spot,” he said. 

The snoman.mb.ca website states 
that ice should be a minimum of six 
inches thick for it to be safe for snow-
mobiles to head out. 

RCMP offi cers in Manitoba have 
been forced to deal with a number of 
incidents involving snowmobiles this 
month, including one that ended in 
tragedy. 

On. Dec. 1, a 51-year-old teacher 
from Nelson House went missing and 
was later found dead when his snow-
mobile went through ice near Nelson 
House. 

On Dec. 10, Treherne RCMP rescued 
two men that had got lost snowmobil-
ing on trails in Spruce Woods Provin-
cial Park.  

RCMP said the men were located af-
ter being lost for more than six hours 
in -35C temperatures, but they sur-
vived “because they were prepared.”

Both men were dressed for the 
weather and were able to start a fi re, 
RCMP said. 

 Last week, RCMP released tips on 
what snowmobilers who ride on wa-
terways and on trails in Manitoba can 
do to stay safe.

 
RCMP tips for Manitoba snowmo-

bilers:
·       Don’t ride alone.
·      Be prepared: carry spare fuel, 

survival gear and ensure you are 
dressed for the weather conditions. 

·       When travelling in areas you are 
unfamiliar with, always make sure to 
carry a charged cell phone and GPS 
when you can. 

·       Travel on marked trails when in 
areas you have never travelled before.

·       Always advise someone of what 
route you plan to take and when you 
plan to return.

·       The law requires that you always 
wear an approved helmet. 

·       Snowmobiles are not to be oper-
ated on roadways, shoulders or side-
walks unless circumstances fall under 
other provisions laid out in the Off 
Road Vehicles Act. 

·       To cross a roadway on a snow-
mobile, a driver must have a valid 
driver’s licence. 

·       Like any other mode of trans-
portation, only operate a snowmobile 
when sober and alert. 

·       Anyone under the age of 14 must 
be accompanied by a parent or guard-
ian who is a minimum of 18 years old. 

·       Young persons over the age of 14 
can ride without parent accompani-
ment, but cannot cross a roadway un-
til they obtain a valid driver’s licence. 

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY LINDSEY ENNS
RCMP would like to remind ice fi shers and snowmobilers to be safe while venturing out onto the ice this 
season. 

The family now lives in a house in 
Selkirk which has been fi lled with 
donations from community mem-
bers who have warmly welcomed 
them to the city.

Last Friday evening the family was 
busy decorating a small Christmas 
tree with donated lights and orna-
ments from Selkirk Walmart.

“We’re excited,” Yaya Ramadan 
said with a smile about celebrating 
Christmas.

The family also experienced their 
fi rst major snowfall earlier this 
month. 

Yaya said they’re fi nding the 
weather to be “very cold.”

“I don’t really like the snow but 

this is the fi rst time,” he said.
Some of the family members 

have also taken up a part-time job 
this winter shovelling snow. 

“I like it. It’s good. It’s fun, ” Yaya 
said. “We want to work more.” 

The family is still working on 
their English and have been taking 
lessons in Winnipeg since Septem-
ber. 

Wilma Nicol, a volunteer with 
the RRCRT, said the family will be 
heading to her house for Christmas 
celebrations on Christmas Day. 

Another volunteer will host the 
family on Boxing Day and then the 
Selkirk United Church is hosting a 
special celebration for them on Jan. 

1. 
Since all of the family members 

don’t offi cially have birth dates, 
they will celebrate their fi rst birth-
days in Canada on the same day. 

Nicol said they are making sure 
they will have birthday presents to 
open. 

She added the amount of dona-
tions the family has received from 
the community has been over-
whelming.

“If we didn’t have things donated, 
we’d have to buy them,” she said. 
“Everything that’s given is some-
thing we don’t have to buy.” 

As for things they are currently in 
need of, Nicol said they are look-

ing to gather some pairs of skates, 
some sleds and hockey sticks. They 
are also looking for more volun-
teers to drive the family around. 
For more information, visit rr-
crteam.com.

She added although warm win-
ter clothing has been donated to 
the family, they don’t always wear 
it because they aren’t used to the 
cold. 

“So they have to learn about that 
a little bit still,” Nicol said with a 
smile. 

Nicol said the team also plans to 
bring another refugee family to 
Selkirk sometime next year. 

 >  REFUGEE FAMILY, FROM PG. 8
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Local teams notch KJHL wins
By Brian Bowman

Local teams won two of three games 
played last Sunday.

Peguis defeated OCN 11-6 while 
Arborg crushed Fisher River 16-3. 
Lundar was beaten 8-2 by the Selkirk 
Fishermen. 

In the Falcons’ loss, Milan Horanski 
and Talon Kelly each led the winners 
with a pair of goals while Mike Smi-
ley, Griffi n Steeves, Kale Ilchena and 
Coel Forsyth also tallied.

Jack Clinton and Mason Medeiros 
replied for Lundar. Travis Schalk 
earned the win in goal.

The scoring summaries from the 
other two games were not listed on 
the league website at press time.

On Saturday, Arborg crushed Cross 
Lake 7-3 while OCN outscored Peguis 
8-5.

Clint Torfason (two), Clayton Nich-

ols, Ryan Pochailo, Jordan Woytowich, 
Corbin Pasternak and Spencer Kilbrei 
scored for the Ice Dawgs while Theo-
ren Spence, Dylan Stevenson, Quin-
ton Flett, Devon Garson and Tyrome 
Spence-Bair tallied for the Juniors.

On Friday, Lundar trounced last-
place Norway House 11-4 as Landen 
The Gray led the Falcons with fi ve 
goals and four assists.

Dennon Schewski (two), Craig Wi-
ess, Sam Gelardi, Shayne Desjarlais 
and Jack Clinton also scored for the 
winners.

Fisher River was also in action that 
night, defeating North Winnipeg 5-3. 
Trailing 2-1 in the third period, the 
Hawks scored four of the game’s fi nal 
fi ve goals.

Brennan Cochrane scored for Fisher 
River in the fi rst period and then Dar-
ryl Thaddeus added a hat trick in the 

third. Johnny Beaulieu also scored in 
the fi nal frame for Fisher River.

Last Thursday, the Ice Dawgs defeat-
ed the Juniors 5-2 in Arborg.

Derric Gulay scored a fi rst-period 
power-play goal for Arborg and then 
Peguis’ Quinton Flett and the Ice 
Dawgs’ Jordan Kristjanson traded 
second period goals.

Arborg increased its lead to 4-1 as 
Clint Torfason and Spencer Kilbrei, on 
the power play, tallied. Flett scored his 
second of the game and then Colton 
Davies secured the win with a goal 
with 5:57 remaining.

Dylan Ossachuk made 41 saves for 
the win.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER
The Ice Dawgs’ Clint Torfason celebrates a power-play goal in Arborg’s 
5-2 win over the Peguis Juniors.

The Juniors’ Quinton Flett (13) scored twice for Peguis last Thursday.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY BRETT MITCHELL
The Lundar Falcons’ Dennon Sichewski makes a nice move to gain some 
open space against the Fishermen during KJHL action last Sunday in 
Selkirk.
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Bantam Lightning win fi rst 
league game this month
By Brian Bowman

For most people, Dec. 10 was just an-
other cold day in a Manitoba winter. 

But for the Interlake Lightning Ban-
tam hockey team, it was a reason to 
celebrate.

The Lightning earned its fi rst league 
win of the season with a convincing 
9-4 victory over the Rangers.

Trailing 2-1 in the second period, 
Interlake exploded for seven goals in 
just a 13:54 span.

Hunter Warman and Lyle Murdock 
each had a goal and two assists for the 
winners while Brett Tataryn and Cody 
McMillan added a goal and two help-

ers apiece.
Easton Hazelton (two), Nathaniel 

Murdock, Hunter Olson and Michael 
Crave also scored for the Lightning.

Chris Fines made 19 saves for the 
win.

Interlake continued on the road the 
next day and was doubled 6-3 by the 
Central Plains Capitals. 

Cadrick Dueck led the Lightning 
with two goals while Lyle Murdock 
had a goal and an assist.

Interlake, which lost 10-0 at home to 
the Hawks last Thursday, will wrap up 
play for 2016 against the Cougars on 
Friday in Stonewall. Game time is 7 p.m.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
The Lightning’s Cadrick Dueck led the Lightning with two goals in 
Interlake’s  6-3 win of the Central Plains Capitals on Dec. 11.

Cvar brilliant for Balmoral Hall at recent tournament
By Brian Bowman

Olivia Cvar has several lofty goals in 
the sport of women’s hockey.

So, it was only fi tting that she scored 
several big goals for her Balmoral Hall 
Prep team at the Mandi Schwartz Me-
morial Tournament in Wilcox, Sask., 
on Dec. 8-11.

The tournament boasted the top 
Midget “AAA” and Canadian Prep 
hockey teams in western Canada. 

“We made it to the fi nals, losing in 
the fi nal 4-2,” explained Cvar in an 
email last week. “Our team had four 
wins and one loss. It was a good expe-
rience and I was fortunate to get three 
game-winning goals over the week-
end. There were scouts from college 
and Team Canada at the tournament.”

Cvar, whose dream is to play either 
NCAA Division 1 women’s hockey in 
the United States or CIS college hock-
ey in Canada, would also love to be 
part of Team Canada one day.

The Balmoral Hall Blazers Prep 
team competes in the Junior Women’s 
Hockey League. The league’s goal, 
said Cvar, is to help promote in the 
development and growth of women’s 
hockey. The JWHL prepares players 
for NCAA and CIS programs across 
North America.

Meanwhile, back on Nov. 17-20, Cvar 
and the Blazers played league games 
at a JWHL showcase in St. Catharines, 
Ont. 

“Our team did well, fi nishing the 
weekend with four wins and a tie and 
were successful against the stronger 
teams in the league,” she recalled.

Cvar, a Grade 10 student, has no 
problem playing against older play-
ers. “Although I am in Grade 10, I 
feel really good competing against 
the senior players who lead the other 
teams,” she said. “(Midway) through 
the season, I am currently third in 
league scoring. I have six goals and 21 

assists through 14 games.”
Last month was a busy one for Cvar 

on the ice. She was in Regina with 
Team Manitoba at the U18 nationals 
on Nov. 9-13. 

“I thought our team was well pre-
pared and should have won our early 
games, but the puck did not go our 
way,” she said. “We outshot B.C. and 
Alberta, but lost 3-2 and 2-1, respec-
tively.”

Despite her young age, Cvar played 
some important minutes for Mani-
toba. “Early in the tournament, the 
Team Manitoba coaches trusted me 
with power-play time and a regular 
shift,” she said. “And, as a 2001-born 
player, I was very excited and proud 
to be there. 

“That gave me a lot of confi dence 
as it was a long, but exciting, week of 
hockey. It was a great experience to 
play in front of so many people and 
Team Canada’s scouting staff.” Olivia Cvar

By Brian Bowman
The Interlake Lightning probably 

asked Santa for a couple of things this 
Christmas.

And, at the top of that list, was defi -
nitely some much-needed victories.

Interlake received an early Christ-
mas gift after a very deserving 4-3 
road win over the Eastman Selects 
last Saturday evening in Beausejour.

That win snapped Interlake’s fi ve-
game losing streak to begin this 
month.

Trailing 3-0 just 14:58 into the game, 
Interlake responded extremely well to 
pull out the comeback win.

Jack Einarson scored his second goal 
of the game to tie the score at 3-3 just 
41 seconds into the third period and 
then Emmitt Farebrother netted the 
eventual game winner at 4:27 of the 
fi nal frame.

Dallon Wilton, Braydon Brown and 
Matthew Osadick had scored fi rst-pe-
riod goals for Eastman and then Ein-
arson, on the power play, and Corbin 
Mariash answered midway in the sec-
ond.

Riley Buhay made 39 saves for the 
win.

On Sunday, the Lightning dropped 
a 4-3 home decision to the Central 

Plains Capitals.
Central Plains’ Jason Blight tied the 

score at 3-3 at 14:30 of the third peri-
od and then Logan Calder scored the 
game winner just over two minutes 
later.

The Capitals took a 2-0 lead on goals 
by Tyler Van Deynze and Reilly Funk 
but the Lightning responded with 
three straight goals.

Mariash, on the power play, and 
Evan Klyne-Geisler scored for the In-
terlake in the second period and then 
Einarson tallied in the third.

Einarson fi nished the game with 
three points.

The Lightning started the week with 
another good effort in a 3-1 road loss 
to Central Plains in Portage la Prairie.

Tyler Broda scored a fi rst-period 
power-play goal for the Lightning 
while Funk replied later in the period. 
Joey Moffatt then scored goals in the 
second and third periods.

The Lightning (7-16-0-0-2) will now 
be off from league play for the holi-
days until Jan. 7-8 when they host the 
Kenora Thistles in Teulon. Saturday 
evening’s game will start at 7:30 p.m. 
while Sunday’s game will begin at 2 
p.m.

Interlake Provincial Lightning snap fi ve-game losing streak
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Ashern residents light 
up town for Christmas 
By Jeff Ward

The town of Ashern is beaming with the lights of homes whose owners take 
the time to craft extravagant light arrays that make people stop in awe. 

The displays range from intricate and reserved to bright and bombastic, with 
fl owing colours of light that shimmer off of the snow in their yards. Many of 
these homes are participating in the Christmas light competition organized by 
the Ashern Chamber of Commerce. 

Competition organizer Katie Gunther encourages residents to get out and 
tour the lights in Ashern and rurally as well. 

If these displays are any indication, the judging for the competition will be 
pretty diffi cult. 

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JEFF WARD

Manitoba Hockey Standings
MANITOBA JUNIOR 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Steinbach Pistons 34 28 5 1 57 144 66
Winkler Flyers 35 25 10 0 50 130 82
OCN Blizzard 35 22 10 3 47 112 89
Portage Terriers 33 23 10 0 46 145 104
Selkirk Steelers 33 21 10 2 44 111 98
Winnipeg Blues 35 18 13 4 40 128 110
Virden Oil Capitals 36 17 13 6 40 94 105
Swan Valley Stampeders 32 11 18 3 25 87 123
Dauphin Kings 35 9 21 5 23 83 134
Neepawa Natives 33 9 22 2 20 85 135
Waywayseecappo 
Wolverines 35 5 26 4 14 91 164
KEYSTONE HOCKEY LEAGUE      
Central Division GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Arborg Ice Dawgs 20 13 7 0 26 129 77
Peguis Juniors 19 12 7 0 24 131 103
Fisher River Hawks 16 7 9 0 14 102 120
South Division GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Selkirk Fishermen 22 16 6 0 32 128 39
St. Malo Warriors 20 15 4 1 31 150 77
Lundar Falcons 19 7 12 0 14 80 101
North Winnipeg Satelites 17 5 11 1 11 62 93
North Division GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
OCN Storm 16 12 4 0 24 147 94
Cross Lake Islanders 19 7 11 1 15 95 111
Norway House North Stars 20 0 20 0 0 39 248
AAA MIDGET 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Wild 26 19 4 0 41 135 54
Yellowhead 28 17 4 2 41 123 86
Brandon 27 19 6 1 40 116 75
Central Plains 30 19 10 1 39 125 100
Thrashers 25 16 6 1 35 115 56

Pembina Valley 27 16 10 0 33 99 75
Southwest 25 13 12 0 26 84 97
Eastman 27 12 13 2 26 88 86
Kenora 27 10 13 0 24 79 117
Parkland 26 8 15 1 19 78 126
Interlake 26 7 17 0 16 67 119
Norman 30 5 24 0 11 74 192
AAA CITY MIDGET 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Winnipeg Monarchs  20 18 2 0 36 117 56
Winnipeg Sharks  19 14 5 0 28 85 56
Winnipeg Warriors  19 11 6 1 24 91 75
Winnipeg Hawks  20 8 8 2 20 81 76
Eastman Selects  18 2 13 2 7 48 85
Interlake Lightning  20 3 17 0 6 50 124
AAA BANTAM 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L OTL PTS GF GA
Winnipeg Monarchs  20 16 4 0 32 122 31
Winnipeg Warriors  21 12 8 0 25 87 63
Winnipeg Hawks  18 11 4 1 25 112 48
Eastman Selects  18 11 7 0 22 87 59
Winnipeg Sharks  19 7 10 1 16 47 67
Interlake Lightning  17 1 15 1 3 44 134
MANITOBA FEMALE MIDGET AAA 
HOCKEY LEAGUE GP W L T OTW OTL Pts
Westman Wildcats 17 12 2 - 2 1 29
PV Hawks 17 12 2 - 1 2 28
Winnipeg Avros 18 8 6 - 4 - 24
Yellowhead Chiefs 17 11 5 - 1 - 24
Eastman Selects 16 7 4 - 1 4 20
Norman Wild 18 3 13 - 2 - 10
Central Plains 15 3 9 - - 3 9
Interlake Lightning 18 - 15 - 1 2 4
STATS AS OF MONDAY, DECEMBER 19     

Narrows West Lodge 2nd 
annual Christmas bazaar
Staff

The snow last week made the per-
fect winter wonderland backdrop for 
the second annual Christmas Bazaar 
on Dec. 10.

In spite of the cold temperatures, 
all the vendors made the trip and set 
up breathtaking displays. The lights 
were lit, trees decorated and holiday 
music fi lled the dining room.

Organizer Rhonna Rodriguez 
thanks everyone that attended the 
“Crafting for a Cause” fundraiser and 
craft sale.

“It was a lovely day and we will 

continue this holiday tradition each 
year. We are also happy to announce 
we will be hosting a ‘Christmas in 
July”’on July 15, 2017, where we will 
have similar holiday treats as well as 
a farmers’ market and more,” said Ro-
driguez.

Due to the generosity of the ven-
dors for the silent auction items, the 
cheques and donations sent prior to 
the event and shoppers’ donations, 
the Lake Manitoba First Nations 
School winter breakfast program re-
ceived  $200 in cash as well as two full 
tables of breakfast items.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY RHONNA RODRIGUEZ 
Teagan’s Treats cupcakes stand was all ready for the holidays with her 
“Holly” and candy cane cupcakes.



AUTOS
2005 Ford Taurus. 
Showroom con-
dition, like new, 
smoke-free. Power 
trunk, locks & win-
dows. Tilt, cruise, & 
air. Stereo, remote 
entry, newer tires. 
Must see. Safetied. 
Asking $3695 obo. 
Ph 204-642-7870.

PROPERTY
FOR SALE

17.2 acres 4 miles 
south of Fisher 
Branch along Hwy. 
17. Trees, creek, 
open areas. Existing 
well. $30,000.
Call 204-280-0249.

MOBILE HOMES
3 only 16 x 80, 3 
bdrm., 2 bath. Start-
ing at $89,900. Al-
tona Mobile Homes, 
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 8 2 - 4 0 3 6 , 
1 - 2 0 4 - 3 2 4 - 6 7 7 6 
Email amhl@mymts.
net

HELP WANTED
Wanted: Class One 
Drivers for winter 
road season in NWT. 
Hauling fuel to dia-
mond mines. Top 
wages paid. 204-733-
2542, cell 204-572-
5590.

HELP WANTED
Medical Transcrip-
tion! In-demand 
career! Employers 
have work-at-home 
positions  available. 
Get online train-
ing you need from 
an employer-trust-
ed program.  Visit: 
CareerStep.ca/MT or 
1-855-768-3362 to 
start training for your 
work-at-home career 
today!

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Credit700.ca - $750 
loans - or more. No 
credit check - same 
day deposit. Toll free 
number 1-855-527-
4368. Open 7 days 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS
Batteries for every-
thing. Automotive, 
farm, construction, 
ATV, marine, mo-
torcycle, golf carts, 
phones, tools, ra-
dios, computers 
etc. Reconditioned, 
obsolete and hard-
to-fi nd batteries. So-
lar equipment. The 
Battery Man. Winni-
peg. 1-877-775-8271 
www.batteryman.ca
––––––––––––––––––
For Sale – 1996 
Freightliner FLD 120 
500hp Detroit 18sp. 
Low mileage, new 
rubber. Very good 
condition. 204-733-
2542, cell 204 572-
5590.

MISCELLANEOUS
Parts & full trailer re-
pair, trailer safeties 
& Autopac Trailer 
Repair.  Sales, leas-
ing & fi nancing of 
fl at-deck, dumpbox, 
cargo, gooseneck 
& utility trailers & 
truck beds.  Kaldeck 
Truck & Trailer, Hwy 
#1 MacGregor, Mb. 
1-888-685-3127.
––––––––––––––––––
Hardy tree, shrub, 
and berry seedlings 
delivered. Order on-
line at www.treetime.
ca or call 1-866-873-
3846. New growth 
guaranteed.

MISCELLANEOUS
Building new home? 
Have high qual-
ity cabinets, latest 
colours, for entire 
home from cancelled 
custom orders. Re-
tail from $65,000 - 
$78,000 each. Build 
to fi t & save 75% off 
retail! 204-746-2223

HEALTH
Canada Benefi t 
Group - Do you or 
someone you know 
suffer from a disabil-
ity? Get up to $40,000 
from the Canadian 
Government. Toll-free 
1-888-511-2250 or 
www.canadabenefit.
ca/free-assessment

HEALTH
Are you suffering 
from joint or arthritic 
pain? If so, you owe 
it to yourself to try 
elk velvet antler cap-
sules. Hundreds have 
found relief. Benefi ts 
humans and pets. 
EVA is composed of 
proteins, amino ac-
ids, minerals, lipids 
and water. Key com-
pounds that work to 
stimulate red blood 
cell production & 
cartilage cell regen-
eration & develop-
ment. Stonewall Elk 
Products Ltd., 204-
467-8428 or e-mail 
s t o n e w o o d e l k @
hotmail.com

HAY/FEED
Large round net 
wrapped bales for 
sale. Alfalfa, grass & 
straw. Priced to sell, 
trucking avail. Call 
Barry in Riverton 204-
642-2805.
––––––––––––––––––
5 x 5 round bales al-
falfa grass. 1st cut, 
1050 – 1100 lbs.; 2nd 
cut, 1600 lbs. De-
livery available. Call 
204-886-7267, Teu-
lon.
––––––––––––––––––
Round hard core 
bales of alfalfa, brome 
& timothy. Horse & 
cattle hay avail. Ph 
204-467-5078 or 204-
461-0722.

classifi edsclassifi edsClassifi edsClassifi eds
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PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

take a break
> GAMES

Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer

  1. Many-colored fl ower
  2. Strangers
  3. One who is outcast
  4. Transmitters
  5. Theory of 

interconnection
  6. Happening
  7. Native of ancient Asian 

kingdom
  9. Black (Span.)
10. Destructive storm
12. Condemn beforehand
14. Baseball players do this
15. Exclamation that 

denotes disgust
17. When you expect to get 

there

19. Dreams up
20. Peacock network
23. Robbers
24. Beverage container
25. Celebrations
26. A way to change color
27. Bullheaded
28. Type of visual display
29. Easily purchased type of 

medication
30. City along the western 

Rhine
31. Animal disease
32. Martinis have these
33. Run away
34. Remove errors from
36. Slugger Ruth

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Way to fi sh
  4. Not us
  8. “M*A*S*H” actor Alda
10. A store of valuable 

things
11. Bring on
12. Gave birth to horse
13. British poet Hunt
15. Swine-like
16. Asteroid 1532 __
17. Devout
18. A boost
21. Licensed for Wall Street
22. Tooth caregiver
23. Political action 

committee
24. Make a soft murmuring 

sound
25. Porky is one
26. Taoism
27. 1950s sex symbol
34. Imprisonment
35. Small freshwater ducks
36. Happening later than it 

should have
37. Unit of measurement
38. Coen Bros’ “The Dude” 

does this
39. The destroyer (Hindu)
40. Kids take these to 

school
41. Flow or leak through
42. East Greenwich High 

School
43. Midway between south 

and southeast

CLUES DOWN
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80Years Serving Gimli & 
Surrounding Area

Gilbart Funeral Home

50-1st Ave., Gimli  1-800-230-6482
www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

Gimli’s Only Full Service 
Funeral Chapel

GG
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Job Opportunity

Gimli Harbour 
Master

Open Water Season 2017
For detailed job description
email: ghaexec@gmail.com

D1 & D2 Cows. . . . . . . . 69-74
D3 & D4 Cows. . . . . . . . 60-69
Bulls  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90-108 

Age Verifi ed  . . . . . . . . . 75-89
Heiferettes  . . . . . . . . 110-144
Older & Shelly Cows . . . . 40¢ + up

HEIFER PRICES
300-400  .......................... 180-200
400-500 .......................170-195.25
500-600  ...........................160-184
600-700 ............................150-174
700-800  .......................... 140-160

Ashern Auction Mart - Farm Market Report
Week of December 14 • No. of Cattle: 2665

Total Slaughter Cattle 400 Total Feeder Cattle 2265

Brought 
to you 
by:

Your full 
service Kioti 
Tractor dealer

and Masterfeeds dealer

204-372-8501

STEER PRICES
400-500  ...........................180-230
500-600  ......................175-213.50
600-700  ..................... 170-197.50
700-800  .......................... 130-180
800-900 ............................159-162

REQUEST FOR BIDS
The Icelandic Festival of Manitoba in collaboration with Betel Home and the 
RM of Gimli invite qualified bidders to bid on the GIMLI VIKING PARK 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT. 

Bid documents are available now at the Icelandic Festival offices in Gimli 107-
94 1st Avenue or through the project consultant HTFC Planning & Design in 
Winnipeg at suite 500-115 Bannatyne Avenue East. 

All inquiries during the bidding period should be addressed to the consultant 
via the project contract administrator Aileen Zubriski at 204-944-9907 ext 
293 or azubriski@htfc.mb.ca. 

The tender closes on Monday January 9th at 4pm central time. 
All bids must be delivered to 500-115 Bannatyne before this date and time to 
qualify for consideration.

GIMLI, MB Canada  |  icelandicfestival.com

NOTICE OF HEARING

UNDER THE HIGHWAYS 
PROTECTION ACT

THE HIGHWAY TRAFFIC BOARD

Notice is hereby given that a hearing of the 
Highway Traffi c Board will be held on Tuesday, 
January 3, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 204-301 
Weston Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba.

PERMITS – PART I – SECTION 9 H.P.A. 
AND PART III – SECTION 17 H.P.A.

2/009/245/A/16 – WILFRED ARNASON 
O/B/O RAYMOND 

& ALMA SIGURDSON

Application to Widen Access Driveway (Public) 
onto P.T.H. No. 9, N.W.¼ 28-18-4E, R.M. of Gimli.

The Highway Traffi c Board will be prepared to 
consider all submissions, written or oral, on the 
above applications by contacting the A/Secretary 
prior to or at the hearing.

200 - 301 Weston Street Michelle Slotin, A/Secretary
Winnipeg, MB R3E 3H4 THE HIGHWAY
Phone: (204) 945-8912 TRAFFIC BOARD

Lakeshore School Division is accepting applications for a perma-
nent Head Custodian at Ashern Central School, in Ashern, MB, 
commencing as soon as possible.

Responsibilities include:
Under the direction of the Principals and/or Maintenance Super-
visor, the Head Custodian shall be responsible for performing 
regular cleaning and maintenance of the school building, proper-
ty and furnishings, supervision of cleaning staff, monitoring and 
repair of building systems, responding to alarms and performing 
periodic inspections on the entire facility and grounds. 

• must be capable of working from elevated platforms and ladders

• building trade experience is an asset
• previous supervisory experience is an asset

Shift: Monday to Friday (8 hours/day)
Salary:   As per Collective Agreement
Start Date:  As soon as possible

A complete job description is available at the school.

Please submit a resume no later than Monday, January 9, 2017 
at 2:00 p.m. to:
 Mr. Mark Parkes
 Director of Operations & Infrastructure
 Lakeshore School Division
 Box 100
 Eriksdale, MB  R0C 0W0
 Phone: (204) 739-2101   Fax: (204) 739-2145
 Email: parkesm@lakeshoresd.mb.ca 

We thank all who applied for their interest, but only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted. Lakeshore School 
Division may contact former employers.

Successful candidates must complete a Criminal Record and Child 
Abuse Registry check prior to commencing employment. 

EMPLOYMENT 
NOTICE

Winter 
Road Haul 201

Class 1 Drivers needed 
for deliveries in MB & 

NW Ont.
(800) 665-4302

ext. 251
or e-mail:

orderdesk@penneroil.ca

Hip or Knee 
Replacement? 
Problems walking or 
getting dressed?
The Disability Tax Credit

$2,000
Yearly Tax Credit

$20,000
Lump Sum + Rebate

Apply anytime of the 
year.  Lowest rate in 
the industry.

Reliable Expert Service

204-453-5372

McSherry Auction 
Estate & Moving Sale 
Saturday, Jan. 7 10:00 AM
Saturday, Jan. 14 10:00 AM

Consignment Sale 
Saturday, Jan. 21 10:00 AM

Bobcat 773 w 700 hrs * 
JD 850 Utility Tractor * 
Yard Items * Tools * Metal 
Lathe * 3 PH Equip * 

Consignments Welcome!

(204) 467-1858 or
(204) 886-7027 
www.mcsherryauction.com



Get T he Job Done!Biz
Cards

Call 204-641-4104 or 
email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

Hwy #9 & Colville Drive
Gimli, MB

(204) 642-8585

• Window Coverings
   • Floor Coverings • Cabinetry
    • Countertops & More!

WE SUPPLY AND/OR INSTALL:

70 Centre Street Gimli, MB  R0C 1B0
204-642-8398   lmtvet@mts.net

HART’S HOUSE OF FLOORING LTD.

YOUR
Domestic, contract sales & installation

482-4404 474 Main Street, Selkirk

Call 
204-641-4104
To Advertise 
in this Space

Gulay Plumbing
Meeting ALL of 

your plumbing needs.y p ggg

Serving the Interlake  (204) 651-1504
ryan@gulay.ca

• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 
• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 Sheldongoetz@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

InterlakeGraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

PRESENTATION 
FOLDERS
SIGNS
SOCIAL TICKETS
DOOR HANGERS
LETTERHEAD
ENVELOPES

INVOICES
ESTIMATE 
SHEETS
POSTERS
MEMO PADS
And MORE...

467-5836

FLYERS
BROCHURES
POST CARDS
STICKERS
BUSINESS CARDS

Everything you need to promote your business

ASHERN EYECARE
Unit 1-61 Main Street

TBJ Mall

204-768-2977
Eye Exams  |  Glasses

Dr. Appointments Mondays
Everyone Welcome

OPTOMETRISTDR. ROBERT YALE

ASH
Uni

2
Eye

Dr. Ap
E

www.arborgfamilydental.com
Emergencies and New Patients Welcome

Email: clarkleighauto@xplornet.com

Clarkleigh Auto Ltd.
10 mi. N. of 
#229 on #6 HWY

• Used Autos • Parts 
• Tires • Rims

Minor repairs and 
some Body Work

Ph 204-762-5089
Cell 204-280-9093

OFFERS GREEN CLEANING

SELKIRK
CARPET

& MATTRESS
CLEANERS

• carpets • mattresses • upholstery • leather 
• pet stain • urine removal • dust mite elimination

204-785-4464
Commercial 

& Residential

Serving Hwy 9 North to Gimli
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BOXING DAYBOXING DAY
SALESALE

K

& WEEK

OPEN BOXING DAY
NOON TO 4:00 P.M.

SAVE! SAVE! SAVE!

Natura Travel
Pillows

Leather

Yellow Tags are
DOOR CRASHERS

No Further Discounts

ALL DISPLAY
FURNITURE
20% OFF

Cash & Carry-Delivery
may be arranged

*extra charge

ALL DISPLAY
FURNITURE
20% OFF

Cash & Carry-Delivery
may be arranged

*extra charge

BIGBIG MORE
SPECIALS

10%Minimum
Discounts of
Any furniture & in-stock appliances only

Many other specials in store.
Check them out!

Minimum
Discounts of

Stock Only
$7.49

3 Months
No Interest
No Payments
on Entire Store

- Door
Crashers
Included

PRICE
CUTS!

LOOK
HERE
LOOK
HERE

Reg. $15.99

EVEN THE HAS BOXING
DAY SPECIALS...

10% OFF

DeFehr 2 pce Computer
Desk Solid Ash Fronts $329YOUR CHOICE

FRIDGEDAIRE DEALS

OR
Rocker Recliner by Ashley
6 colour choices

Frost free fridge $499
Matching 30" stove $399

SAVE EVEN MORE...

Buy the pair for $798

Wall
Hugger

CLEARANCE

BONUS FRYPAN INCLUDED

BOTH PIECES

Leather Reclining Sofa
& Reclining Loveseat
By Ashley

Frigidaire Portable
Induction Burner

$139Reg.
$199

As Is
Floor
Model

All Mattresses
& Boxsprings In Stock 15% OFF

Reg. $699

STOCK ONLY

Many,
many more
PRICE CUTS
will be made
on Xmas
Eve.

Many,
many more
PRICE CUTS
will be made
on Xmas
Eve.

DISPLAY
FURNITURE

$249$249 Talalay Latex filled

TAKE AN
ADDITIONAL

AllAccessories1/ 3 OFF

Your choice of size 15 or 17 cu. ft.
FRIGIDAIRE

20%
OFF

All Display
Furniture

Cash & Carry
*extra charge for delivery

BONUS
½ Price Bedding Accessories
with the purchase of a bed!

MATTRESS & BOXSPRING SETS:
*25% OFF Floor Models
*20% OFF In-stock units
*10% OFF ordered units

* bedframe
* pillows
* sheets
* comforters
* mattress pad

321 MAIN ST. � ARBORG

FAX: 376-5577
TOLL FREE: 1-800-361-4156
E-mail: smittysfurniture@mts.net

“The largest selection of Furniture
& Appliances between the lakes”

204-376-5242
321 MAIN ST. ARBORG
204-376-5242 FAX: 376-5577

TILL FREE: 1-800-361-4156
E-mail: smittysfurniture@mts.net • www.smittysfurniture.net

––––––––––– HOURS –––––––––

Saturday Dec 24  9-12
Sunday Dec 25  CLOSED
Monday  Dec 26  12-4
Tues-Fri Dec 27-30  9-6
Sat-Mon Dec 31
 -Jan 2  CLOSEDTOLL FREE: 1-800-361-4156

45% off
Select Queen Size 

Mattress & 
Boxspring Sets

Other sizes available

CLEAR OUT 
$499

Minimum
Discounts of10 % any furniture & in-stock

Appliances only (from reg. price)

$200 OFF 
18 cu ft, Frost Free 

Refrigerator

NOW 
$1299
NOW 

$349
NOW 
$399
NOW 
$269

NOW 
$449

CLEARANCE 
$1449

6 Pce Rustic Pine 
Dining Set
Reg. $1899

Swivel Glider
Sage Green Fabric
Reg. $699

Dimplex Cherrywood
/Fireplace 
– 1 only  Reg. $1149

Dining Room 
Sideboard
Reg $539 

Fridgidaire “Professional” 
over the range Microwave 
Stainless Steel
4 Only Reg. $899 

Palliser Sofa 
& Loveseat
leather/vinyl
1 only Reg. $2398

1/2 PRICE

1/2 PRICE

1/2 PRICE

NOW 
$699

Reg. $899

Stock only

Table, 
4 chairs, 
bench Floor model only

Floor model only
Both pieces

Floor 
model 
only

/set

SUPER SPECIAL

• 2 Colours Grey or Brown • Stock only • First Come First Served

Reclining 
Sofas
$699

Reclining Console
Love Seats

$699 each

Rocker 
Recliner
$399
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