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SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

2024 RUBICON 
520 DCT 
IRS, 
BLUE 

INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI AND FEES

2024 TRX520 
Foreman
RED, 
TOE-SHIFT

ON 
Save
$750

$$12,55012,5500000

20 
Save
$750

INCLUDES FREIGHT, PDI AND FEES

$$10,39710,3970000

SVL 75 
Kubota 
skid steer
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steer

$$300300
/day/day

Kubota U17 
Mini 
Excavator 
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$300
/day

or 
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42 Sunrise Drive  $574,900 57 Lakeview Crescent  $374,900 216 Ash Avenue $489,900

Colette Banks Realtor® 204.229.5878 colette@rightchoicerealty.ca
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LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

Fall 
Immunization 
Clinic Listings 

Inside

Roger that, Roger that, 
over and over and 
outout

EXPRESS PHOTO BY RAYME THOMSON
The Gimli fi re department welcomed the community, including  three-year-old Mariia Yermakova of Arborg, to their open house on Oct. 

5. The event was part of National Fire Prevention Week. Families and children enjoyed a free barbecue, got an inside look at the fi re 

hall, and interacted with fi refi ghters, all while learning vital fi re safety tips.
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By Patricia Barrett
Guests who attend the New Iceland 

Heritage Museum’s upcoming an-
nual fundraiser won’t have to bring 
their sneakers to the museum’s take 
on The Amazing Race, but they’ll defi -
nitely need to bring their appetites, 
sleuthing skills and strategic savvy.

The NIHM’s annual 
fundraiser will feature 
a prime rib dinner, 
veggies, greens and 
dessert and a chance 
to earn a few prizes.

“Our volunteers have 
been working hard on 
this fundraiser and 
they’ve had so much 
fun organizing it and 
fi nding challenging 
activities for the race 
teams, which will be 
made up of the tables 
where our guests will 
be sitting. They’ll have 
to complete activities 
to earn points from the 
judges,” said NIHM executive direc-
tor Julianna Roberts. “There’s no run-
ning involved. We’ve had people ask 
us how much running they’ll have to 
do; they just stay at their table. And 
the team/table with the most points 
will win a prize.”

NIHM focuses on preserving the 
heritage and culture of the Icelandic 

community. It tells the story of the 
New Iceland colony that was estab-
lished in 1875 with the help of Indig-
enous peoples in the area and the Ice-
landic experience in North America. 
It also hosts travelling exhibits, show-
cases local artists and oversees the 
Lake Winnipeg Visitor Centre exhibit 

on commercial fi shing.
There’s no end to NI-

HM’s creativity when it 
come to its annual fund-
raising party. The muse-
um has held trivia com-
petitions, an entertaining 
cabaret and even enticed 
its guests to enter in to 
an avowed aff air with 
chocolate. NIHM’s take 
on The Amazing Race — 
a reality television show 
where teams race across 
a country or countries 
where they have to com-
plete physical and men-
tal challenges in order 
to win a substantial cash 

prize — is bound to get pulses racing, 
as well as entertain dinner guests. 

“We have brainstorming sessions 
with the whole fundraising commit-
tee to come up with new ideas every 
year,” said Roberts. “Chris Brooks is 
the chair of our fundraising commit-
tee. She’s so dedicated and worked 

so hard to get this all organized. She 
works tirelessly, walking the streets 
asking businesses for prizes or spon-
sorship.”

The event’s major sponsors are Ac-
cess Credit Union, Sobeys, H.P. Terge-
sen & Sons general store and Pharma-
save. The event’s silent auction prizes 
are on display at Access.

“We received nice prizes from do-
nors. Each prize is valued at over 

$150. We also have three grand prizes 
that are worth over $300, some worth 
$500, as well as prizes that people 
can bid on,” said Roberts. “One of 
the grand prizes is an all-access pass 
to the Gimli International Film Festi-
val and two sweatshirts. The second 
grand prize is tickets to a Blue Bomb-
ers’ game plus branded items. And 

NIHM Amazing Race fundraiser features prime rib with no sneakers required

Our offi  ce is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

204-642-8681 or 
1-866-487-5688

Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

If you are buying or selling real estate now or in the near future, 
call us to discuss the important legal issues that you will need to 
know about. Call us for more information and to fi nd out how 
we can help you. We are here when you need us.

Providing full time legal service to 
families and small businesses 
in Gimli and the Interlake.

Baker 
Law 
CORPORATION
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Continued on page 7

“WE HAVE 

BRAINSTORMING 

SESSIONS WITH 

THE WHOLE 

FUNDRAISING 

COMMITTEE TO 

COME UP WITH 

NEW IDEAS EVERY 

YEAR.”
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•ONLINE BOOKING AVAILABLE 
•DIRECT BILLING TO MOST INSURERS

•CONVENIENTLY OPEN MONSAT
• EXPERIENCED, FRIENDLY STAFF
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inmotionnetwork.ca   
K e e p i n g  t h e  I n t e r l a k e  i n M o t i o n  s i n c e  19 94

Custom Orthotics  
are ideal for patients 
experiencing pain with: 
•Walking  •Running
•Sporting activities
•Prolonged standing
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By E Antonio 
Karen Emilson has published her 

fourth book. The local author grew up 
in Ashern but now resides in Grun-
thal and has always yearned to be a 
writer.

“I got my start as a newspaper re-
porter,” said Emilson. “While I was 
a reporter, I was approached by Den-
nis Pischke and he asked me to write 
a story about him and his brother’s 
abusive childhood.”

Emilson instantly accepted the re-
quest and had her fi rst short story 
published in the 1995 newspaper. She 
later published a novel version of her 
short story, Where Children Run, in 
1996.

Nearly two decades later, Emilson 
has now published her fourth novel, 
also known as Jaime Dorn.

The local author explained that al-
though her writing journey began 
with true stories, she always had a 
passion for fi ction.

also known as Jaime Dorn is Emilson’s 
second fi ction piece and it is a com-
panion novel to her other fi ction nov-
el, Be Still the Water.

“It is not a sequel to Be Still the Water 
but there are overlapping characters. 
It (also known as Jaime Dorn) solves a 
mystery that is at the end of Be Still the 
Water,” Emilson explained.

Despite bringing Be Still the Water’s 
mystery to an end, Emilson noted that 
you can read either one of her fi ction 
novels fi rst. 

“I wanted to tell so much of the story 
to tell without spoiling Be Still the Wa-
ter.” Ultimately, Emilson explained 
that it depends on what genre of 
books you like to read to depict which 
of her novels to read.

also known as Jaime Dorn follows the 
story of a young woman named Jaime 
looking to move on from her troubled 
past. She plans to travel via bus from 
southern Ontario to British Columbia, 
but when she is in Winnipeg, Jaime 
accidentally boards the wrong bus 
and ends up in Lundi, Man.

Lundi is a fi ctional city inspired by 
two small Manitoba towns. 

“It has all the amenities of Lundar 
and Eriksdale, except everything is 
fi ctional,” said Emilson.

The protagonist, Jaime, was named 
after Emilson’s mom, who passed 
away 12 years ago. 

“This is a highly exaggerated ver-
sion of my mom’s past. My mom 
would have really loved the antics 
this girl got herself into.”

also Known As Jaime Dorn combines 
romance, mystery and adventure into 
one story. 

“It’s a real small-town read. People 
who have read it have enjoyed the 
nostalgia and the small-town antics,” 
Emilson said.

Although Emilson is a full-time 
writer, she still fi nds time in her day 
to spend with her family and friends 
and collect colourful rocks along 
Steep Rock’s water’s edge. She is also 
far from fi nishing her writing career.

“I am hoping in the future to be put-
ting a book out every two years,” said 
Emilson.

She explained that all the characters 
in also known as Jaime Dorn have been 
written to have continuing storylines 
for future novels.

The experienced author also sends a 
token of gratitude to her diverse read-
ing audience.

Because of her readers, Emilson 
is holding a very special Winni-
peg book launch for also known as 
Jaime Dorn on Nov. 29 at 7 p.m. in 
the McNally Robinson Booksell-
ers store.

“Nov. 29 is the 28th anniversary of 
the launch of Where Children Run,” she 
said.

If you want to get your hands on also 
known as Jaime Dorn today, you can 
purchase a copy of Emilson’s book 
at H.P. Tergesen & Sons in Gimli, The 
Cozy Fox in Selkirk and on Amazon.

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Karen Emilson has published her fourth book, 

also known as Jaime Dorn. Emilson’s novel is 

set in a fi ctitious small town in Manitoba. 

Lundi is inspired by the sites and features 

you can fi nd in Lundar and Eriksdale.

You can currently buy also known 
as Jaime Dorn at H.P. Tergesen & 

Sons in Gimli, The Cozy Fox in 

Selkirk and on Amazon.

Local author publishes fourth book inspired by Interlake
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By E Antonio 
The Icelandic River Paddling group hosted an ee-

rie group of paddlers on Oct. 6. 
Four witches arrived to paddle on the Icelandic 

River for Riverton’s fi rst witches paddle.
Kathy Wood organized the event as part of the 

newly formed Icelandic River Paddling group. 
She recently created the group because the previ-
ous Icelandic River organization shifted its focus to 
river photography, and Wood wanted the focus to 
be on paddling the river.

In October 2023, Wood asked the Riverton com-
munity if there was any interest in a Witches Pad-
dle, and there were a lot of eager paddlers wanting 
to see the event come to life.

“We did a mock run last year as there were a cou-
ple of members who were really keen to give it a 
try,” explained Wood.

After the trial paddle’s popularity, she knew there 
had to be an offi  cial Witches Paddle this year.

Four Riverton witches haunted the waters at the 
Riverton Dock, where they used their magical 
powers to paddle down the river. Wood added that 
several families witnessed the witch paddlers con-
jure up their powers as they went down the stream.

“We stopped to pose for a lot of photos. It was an 
opportunity to get dressed up and have fun,” said 
Wood.

The witches also got a little spooked when they 
saw a bear on the journey. 

“I already saw the bear before we got in the canoe, 
so I knew where to look. It was fun to look for him 
as we paddled along,” Wood uttered.

She added that many pedestrians were unaware 
of the bear, so she had to warn them to pay atten-
tion as they walked along the path by the river.

Outside of dressing up like a witch and paddling 
the river, Wood is a massage therapist. When she 
was visiting California for her job training in Watsu 
aquatic massage therapy, she visited Marro Bay. 

“I am interested in learning about the places I 
travel, and I discovered that Marro Bay had one of 
the fi rst Witches Paddles,” explained Wood.

From her trip to California, she was inspired to 
bring a Witches’ Paddle to Manitoba, as she was 
unaware of any events in Canada further east than 
Alberta.

Wood had a lot of fun participating in her fi rst 
Witches Paddle. 

“I really enjoyed it and the ladies who went with 
me had a good time, even though we ended up in 

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CORRINE EINARSSON
The Icelandic River Paddling group hosted a witches paddle 

on Oct. 6.

First annual paddle: Witches, canoes and bears, oh my!

the river.”
Wood and her paddle partner made a splash 

as they were exiting the canoe.
“It was refreshing! I wish I yelled ‘I am melt-

ing!’ as it happened,” added Woods.
If you missed this year’s Witches Paddle, 

watch the Icelandic River Paddling Facebook 
page, where future paddling events will be 
posted. Woods invites you to join them at 
any paddle, with more events coming in the 
spring and another Witches Paddle next fall.



By Patricia Barrett
The RM of Gimli announced last 

week that it will commission a mas-
ter plan to guide the future use and 
development of trails in the munici-
pality.

The RM posted a notice on its web-
site that it will hire an independent 
fi rm to create a master plan that will 
align with best practice standards. 

“We are committed to a planning 
process that involves extensive pub-
lic engagement, ensuring that the 
diverse perspectives of our trail us-
ers are incorporated,” states the Oct. 
8 notice. “An experienced and inde-
pendent professional fi rm will lead 
the creation of the plan, aligning with 
best practice standards.” 

An RFP (request for proposal) for 
the master plan study was posted on 
the RM’s website and will close on 
Nov. 4. The RM expects to present the 
study and its recommendations to the 
public in August 2025.

“In the interim, the trails will con-
tinue to operate as they have been,” 
states the notice. 

Led by Community Futures, the RM 
had held a meeting in 2023 with sev-
eral trail stakeholders, including the 
Interlake Off road Club and the RM’s 
Active Trails Advisory Committee 
(ATAC), to get ideas on how to en-
hance municipal trails. 

ATAC was formed by council 
through a bylaw passed in 2019 to 
facilitate and promote community 
connections through safe, sustainable 
and interconnected trails and natural 
spaces throughout the municipality 
and provide policies and practices 
for the trail system. ATAC had put to-
gether a strategic plan in 2022 outlin-
ing goals and actions to support and 
sustain the health and well-being of 
the community. 

ATAC has a website and social me-
dia pages that provide information 
about the municipality’s trail system. 
There are currently 14 trails along rail-
way lines, the sports park, in Aspen 
Park west of Gimli, the Autumnwood 
neighbourhood, along the beach, the 
lakefront, at Moonlight Bay south of 
Gimli, Camp Morton Park north of 
Gimli and in Siglavik. The planned 

conversion of the RM’s former waste-
water lagoon into a wetland will add 
another trail. 

The trails cater to walkers, wheel-
chair users, people with children/
baby strollers, hikers, runners, cy-
clists, dog-walkers, rollerbladers, ski-
ers and snowshoers. Residents and 
visitors alike use the trails to access 
nature and to enjoy rural solitude.

The Rail Trail is 36.2 kilometres long 
and runs from the Diageo distillery 
just north of Gimli to the northern 
boundary of the RM with the Munici-
pality of Bifrost-Riverton. Off -road 
vehicles (ORVs) are prohibited from 
the trail, but some people drive on it 
anyway.

ATAC is fi rmly opposed to ORVs 
on the Rail Trail, citing a number of 
concerns, including residents along 
the trail being in opposition to the ve-
hicles; noise generated by ORVs and 
their impact on residents’ rights to 
peace and quiet; decline in property 
values; the disruption of wildlife; the 
burning of fossil fuels that contributes 
to the worsening 
climate crisis; de-
graded air quality 
through genera-
tion of pollutants 
such as sulfur 
dioxide, nitrogen 
oxides and poly-
cyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons; the 
sparking of fi res 
from the vehicle’s 
exhaust system; 

the spread of invasive species; ORV 
damage such as ruts that make the 
trail impassable to some pedestrians 
or cyclists; damage to private proper-
ty along the trail; erosion or damage 
to ditches that could impact residen-
tial drainage; ORVs jeopardizing the 
safety of pedestrians and other active 
users and their pets; and the displace-
ment of pedestrians and other active 
users when ORVs dominate a trail.

The Interlake Off road Club, on the 
other hand, wants to see the Rail Trail 
become a multi-use trail for pedestri-

ans, cyclists, etc., and ORVs. Through 
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

18AAdult Accompaniment Under 18;
Explicit Violence

FRI-THURS OCT 25-31
 CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

SMILE 2

BEETLEJUICE 
BEETLEJUICE 14AAdult Accompaniument Under 14; Gory Scenes

FRI-THURS OCT 18-24
 CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night
BROUGHT

BACK

 Winnipeg Beach Legion Br. 61 
20 Hamilton Avenue, Winnipeg Beach

November 16 – 
Christmas Tea & Bake Sale

12:30 p.m. – 3:30 pm

Legion 204-389-2660 / 
Lorraine 204-894-3701

www.winnipegbeachlegion.ca 

From traditional to contemporary, we provide 
services to match what you want. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

Notice of Environment Act Proposal
Manitoba Environment and Climate Change invites public comment 
on the following proposal:
SUN GRO HORTICULTURE CANADA LTD – SUGAR CREEK 
BOG PEAT HARVESTING – FILE: 6236.00
Sun Gro Horticulture Canada Ltd. proposes to construct, operate, 
and recover a peat harvesting development at the Sugar Creek bog. 
The proposed development is located on Crown land within parts of 
Townships 26 and 27, Range 03, E1, and is located approximately 35 
kilometres northwest of Riverton, MB.
Anyone likely to be affected by the proposal and who wishes to 
comment, should contact Bryce Wood, Environment Officer, 
in writing or by email at Bryce.Wood@gov.mb.ca no later than 
November 18, 2024. Further information is available from the 
Public Registry: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
Information submitted in response to this proposal will be available to 
the proponent and placed on the public registry per Section 17 of The 
Environment Act.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Environment and Climate Change

Box 35, 14 Fultz Boulevard
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6

Toll-Free: 1-800-282-8069
Fax: 204-945-5229

Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries

EXPRESS FILE PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
The Gimli Active Trails Advisory Committee held a human-powered trail tour in 

May 2023 to encourage the community to get active, engage socially and enjoy 

the peace and quiet of nature.

The former CPR railway line along PR 

222 north of Gimli passes by a dozen 

or so subdivisions and will remain off  

limits to off -road vehicles until such 

time that council decides to change 

the designation of the trail.

RM of Gimli to create master plan for trail use and development

Continued on page 21
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By Annaliese Meier
Colonial borders have had profound 

impacts on Indigenous Peoples. They 
have put stress on families, kinship, 
cultural ties, traditional practices, 
language preservation and revital-
ization, governance and economic 
opportunities. For some communi-
ties separated by the Canada–United 
States border, these impacts are felt 
on a daily basis.

To address these challenges and to 
further advance reconciliation, as a 
fi rst step, Marc Miller, minister of Im-
migration, Refugees and Citizenship, 
announced temporary measures to 
help Indigenous people in the Unit-
ed States reunite with their families 
in Canada and reconnect them with 
their traditional territories. These 
measures will allow eligible Indig-
enous people whose family members 
live in Canada to:

- work or study in Canada with 
some requirements waived

- extend their stay for up to three 
years (for those who are already in 
Canada) 

“First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
have long called upon Canada to 
recognize Indigenous people’s mo-
bility rights across our international 
borders. Through ongoing consulta-
tion and collaboration, Indigenous 
partners have highlighted how these 
borders aff ect their families and com-
munities, limiting connections across 
their traditional territories. These 
new measures help us respond more 
quickly to the urgent needs of fami-
lies separated by borders, while con-
tinuing the work to strengthen and 
expand Indigenous mobility rights,” 
said Miller.

These temporary measures were 
implemented to relieve hardship 
on families while the federal gov-
ernment continues to work toward 
long-term solutions to address In-
digenous border mobility challenges. 
This work is part of eff orts to imple-
ment the United Nations Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
(UN Declaration) in Canada.

“For generations, our Ktunaxa peo-

ple lived and moved freely across 
what is now the U.S.–Canada bor-
der. We commend the Government 
of Canada for collaborating in a joint 
process with our Tribal leaders and 
taking action to address our inherent 
rights. These interim measures are 
a positive fi rst step, but more work 
remains to fully restore them,” said 
chairwoman Jennifer Porter of the 
Kootenai Tribe of Idaho and United 
States co-chair of the Jay Treaty Bor-
der Alliance.

 Indigenous people eligible for these 
measures can apply as of Oct. 10, 
2024. Applicants must apply in ad-
vance before they travel to Canada. 
Those who are already in Canada can 
also apply from inside Canada. Ap-
plications can’t be made at the border 
(port of entry). Please visit the dedi-
cated webpage for details on how the 
measures work, who is eligible for 
them and how to apply.

Temporary measures to reunite Indigenous 
families across the Canada–U.S. border

The Express welcomes letters from 
readers on local and regional issues 
and concerns.

Please keep your letters short (ex-
cessively long letters are less likely 
to be published), on-topic and re-

spectful. 
The Express reserves the right to 

edit, condense or reject any submis-
sion.

Please include your full name, ad-
dress, and phone number for veri-

fi cation purposes. Your name and 
city will be published with your 
letter. We do not print anonymous 
letters.

Send your letters to us by e-mail at                                                            
news@expressweeklynews.ca.

Letter policy



The Express Weekly News   Thursday, October 17, 2024    7   

24103GE0

By Katelyn Boulanger
The fall time is here, and in addition 

to pumpkin spice and changing foli-
age, it’s time to book your seasonal fl u 
and COVID shots.

Public health will host more than 70 
immunization clinics in 42 diff erent 
communities across the region this 
year. This year’s seasonal infl uenza 
campaign will start on Oct. 15 and 
continue through to Nov. 30.

“This is a time of the year where re-
spiratory and non-respiratory viruses 
start impacting our health and the 
health of our family. Immunizations 
remain the cornerstone of infectious 
disease control and prevention in 
our province,” said Interlake-Eastern 
Regional Health Authority regional 
medical offi  cer of health Dr. Tim Hil-
derman in a statement from the IER-
HA.

All Manitobans six months of age 
and older are encouraged to get their 
free immunizations. 

Flu and COVID-19 vaccines are es-
pecially recommended for those at 
higher risk of infection or severe dis-
ease, along with their caregivers and 
close contacts.

Those at increased risk of severe dis-
ease include:

• people 65 years of age and older;
• residents of personal care homes 

or long-term care facilities;
• pregnant people;
• children from six months of age 

until they turn fi ve years old;
• Indigenous people; and
• individuals with chronic health 

conditions.
Even those not in the higher-risk cat-

egory can benefi t from getting a jab. 
In addition to lessening your risk of 
getting sick, fewer people in our com-
munity getting sick means it’s less 

likely that these illnesses can spread 
to others. 

The fl u and COVID-19 can cause 
infections of the nose, throat, air-
ways and lungs. These infections are 
spread through the air when someone 
who is sick talks, coughs or sneezes. 
They can also be spread through di-
rect contact with secretions such as 
saliva or if a person touches an object 
that can carry and spread disease, in-
cluding doorknobs or toys, and then 
touches their mouth, nose or eyes be-
fore washing their hands.

Residents can book a fl u or COVID 
shot appointment by calling 1-844-
626-8222 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday to Friday or by using the on-
line booking system found at www.
ierha.ca “Programs and Services” and 
“Annual Immunization Clinics.” 

Please note residents are advised to:
• Bring your Manitoba Health 

Card and wear a short-sleeved 
shirt. 

• Some walk-in appointments are 
available. Please see the online 
vaccine provider map on www.
ierha.ca “Programs and Servic-
es” and “Annual Immunization 
Clinics” for walk-in details. 

• Please practise good hand-
washing. 

• Do not come to your appoint-
ment if you are experiencing fl u-
like symptoms. 

• Please come right at your ap-
pointment time to avoid conges-
tion.

Immunizations are already being 
off ered to clients and families in per-
sonal care homes across the region. 
The roll-out of the immunizations for 
home care clients and their families 
will commence this week. 

METRO
Immunization clinics are coming to our region.

Public Health to host many immunization 
clinics in our region this year

Flu and COVID shots coming to Interlake starting Oct. 15

the third grand prize was donated 
from Kast King consisting of a cool-
er and a variety of fi shing gear.”

In addition to the silent auction 
prizes and Amazing Race prizes, 
there will be door prizes for dinner 
guests.

The museum relies on its annual 
fall fundraiser to help it with oper-
ating expenses, Roberts said. 

Tickets for the event are $80 (peo-
ple will receive a $50 tax receipt) 

and available until Oct. 18. Call the 
museum at 204-642-4001. People 
with dietary restrictions are asked 
to let staff  know what they are at 
the time of ticket purchase.

The dinner and NIHM’s version 
of the Amazing Race will be held on 
Saturday, Oct. 26 in Johnson Hall at 
the Waterfront Centre, 94 First Ave. 
Cocktails at 6 p.m. followed by din-
ner at 7 p.m.

 >  AMAZING RACE, FROM PG. 2
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By Patricia Barrett
The RM of Gimli announced last 

week it had taken over the manage-
ment of the dormitory that houses 
Ukrainian newcomers who fl ed to 
Canada in the wake of the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and newcomers 
from other countries.

The dormitory, which is also referred 
to as the training centre where cadets 
would stay during training exercises 
in Gimli, was being managed by the 
Gimli Community Development Cor-
poration (CDC).

With the publicly unannounced res-
ignation of the majority of CDC board 
members (see Sept. 26 online edition 
of the Express Weekly News), the cor-
poration can no longer operate. 

To the best of the Express’ knowl-
edge — the CDC’s website is not up 
to date and confi rmation of board 
members was not forthcoming — the 

CDC’s board of directors were Mela-
nie Specula (vice-chair), Larry Dewar, 
Kurt Reichert, Kevin Chudd (chair), 
Randy Swanson (secretary-treasurer) 
and Dean Thorkelson.

The Express asked the RM and coun-
cil last week whether it had made a 
decision about dissolving the corpo-
ration, a formal process under Mani-
toba’s Corporations Act requiring 
articles of dissolution and the fi ling 
of documents with the Companies 
Offi  ce.

Interim CAO DJ Sigmundson said 
council had not made a decision “at 
this time” about the corporation’s dis-
solution, but oversight of the dormi-
tory has now been transferred to the 
RM, the sole shareholder of the CDC.

“There will be no noticeable change 
for the residents or employees that 
have been working for the CDC. The 
RM has owned the dormitory for 
many years. The CDC acted as the 
property manager. That relationship 
has now ended. The service remains,” 
said Sigmundson. 

The RM shared a statement with the 
Express last Friday with additional in-
formation about the change in man-
agement of the dormitory, which cur-
rently houses 75 residents.

“While the municipality has owned 
the building for many years, the CDC 
has acted as the property manager. 
Over the years, the CDC has achieved 
many successes, particularly in man-
aging the annual cadet contract,” the 
statement says. “This new reporting 
structure aims to ensure that munici-
pal goals are achieved in an effi  cient 
manner. To date, the CDC’s program 
to assist displaced persons has been 
highly successful, bringing 155 new 
employees and over 250 new resi-
dents to our community. This eff ort 
has signifi cantly contributed to our 
strategic plan goal of increasing the 
percentage of the working-age popu-
lation.”

Council expressed its appreciation 
for everyone who contributed to the 
success of bringing newcomers to 
Gimli, including current and past 
“dedicated” CDC volunteers, accord-
ing to the statement. The newcomers 
will continue to live in the dormitory, 

and current paid staff  persons will be 
transferred from the oversight of the 
CDC to the RM. 

Melanie Specula, who was involved 
in chamber of commerce and com-
munity eff orts to bring Ukrainians 
to Gimli after Russia launched a full-
scale invasion of Ukraine in February 
2022 and who later served on the CDC 
board, will continue as a volunteer 
“helping newcomers transition into 
our community,” says the statement. 
“Gimli welcomes all the newcomers 
and are pleased they chose Gimli to 
begin a new life.”

OTHER COUNCIL NEWS:
- Council had scheduled an open 

house for the public on Oct. 12, but 
cancelled it four days ahead of time, 
posting a notice on the RM’s website.  

“We are excited to announce that it 
[open house] has been rescheduled 
for the upcoming spring season,” 
states the notice dated Oct. 8. “This 
will be a signifi cant occasion for our 
community as we will introduce our 
new chief administrative offi  cer and 
communication staff . Additionally, 
we will share important information 
about our plans for the year 2025. 
We promise it will be worth the wait, 
with more details to come.”

The open house would have provid-
ed a face-to-face opportunity for resi-
dents to tell council members what 
their concerns are regarding various 
municipal matters.

“We simply did not have enough 
staff  to properly conduct an open 
house at this time,” said Sigmundson 
in response to a question about why 
the open house was cancelled. 

- Council passed second and third 
reading of its Accommodation Tax 

Bylaw No. 24-0012 that will require 
short-term rental operators — includ-
ing hotels — to collect tax from guests 
that will be submitted back to the RM.

In a statement posted on its website, 
council said the accommodation tax is 
an initiative to ensure a “fair and sus-
tainable tourism industry.”

The province has to give fi nal ap-
proval to the bylaw before it can go 
into eff ect. It had sent council a re-
sponse in August recommending 
lowering the bylaw’s tax rate from 
fi ve per cent to 1.25 per cent and sug-
gesting that the fi ne for non-compli-
ance not exceed $1,000, a reduction 
from the $5,000 council originally 
proposed. Council had to repeal its 
original accommodation tax bylaw 
introduced in 2023 to make the sug-
gested changes.

“We are now at a pivotal stage 
where the province has reviewed our 
proposed by-law and recommended 
minor edits for our consideration,” 
says the statement dated Oct. 11. “The 
council is dedicated to addressing 
these suggestions promptly and ef-
fi ciently. The by-law, integrating the 
proposed changes, has now passed 
3rd [reading] and been resubmitted 
to the province. Our goal is to secure 
fi nal approval by the new year, align-
ing with our strategic plan and time-
lines.”

Clear communication and support 
will be provided throughout the pro-
cess, says the statement, as council 
recognizes that there will be a period 
of adjustment to the tax, which the 
RM will use to enhance services and 
infrastructure for tourism. 

“The revenue generated from this 
tax will be reinvested into our com-

EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
The dormitory (a.k.a. training centre) in the Gimli Industrial Park currently houses 

75 newcomers from Ukraine and other countries. The RM of Gimli took over the 

management of the dormitory from its now defunct Community Development 

Corporation.

RM of Gimli takes over management of dormitory housing from defunct CDC

Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park
Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

��������	���
�����������

AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Eriksdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

AA Arborg
Thursdays - 7:30 pm

Arborg Support Centre
327 Main Street

�������������������

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 

���������	��
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A.A Meeting in Ashern 
Location: #11 2nd Ave North

- Pioneer Manor
( beside the main door entrance 

of Pioneer Manor)
Contact Jackiem.lwrc@gmail.com
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Book an appointment by calling 1-844-626-8222 between 9:00am and 5:00pm, Monday to Friday or by using the online booking system 

Please note:

Seasonal 

will begin 
October 15, 

2024

munity, enhancing services and infra-
structure that benefi t both residents 
and visitors alike,” says the statement.

- The bylaw offi  cer’s report to coun-
cil for September notes a number of 
warnings issued for long grass and 
noise complaints involving loud mu-
sic blasting for several hours, neces-
sitating warnings and RCMP involve-
ment.

“Long grass and noise were the 
main issues this month, after invoices 
went out for grass cutting, complaints 
started to come in about costs. We still 
have multiple fi les open that needs 
to be cut but struggling with fi nding 
a contractor,” states the report. “Will 
need to fi nd new procedure next year 
for grass cutting. One noise issue that 
seems to be happening every few 
weeks that will need to go to next lev-
el on next complaint [sic].”

When asked if the bylaw offi  cer is 
referring to a procedure for residents 
who fail to cut grass on their property 
or referring to the RM cutting grass, 
Sigmundson said nothing (i.e., no 
procedure) has been discussed with 
RM administration or council.

“At this time the offi  cer is merely 
fl agging an issue. This would require 
a change of a bylaw, and that is not 
on the radar in the near future,” said 
Sigmundson.

The bylaw offi  cer also noted that 
they re-inspected unsightly proper-
ties but that was “put on hold by ad-
min.”

- The Express was alerted to drink-
ing water service being cut off  last 
month and asked the RM whether it 
was related to construction on Gimli 
residential streets east of Highway 9.

“We’ve only one concern on service 
tracker for the past month,” said Sig-
mundson. “I expect there would be 
the occasional break in service due to 
the replacement of the water line.”

>   DEFUNCT CDC, 

FROM PG. 8

Staff 
In the “Gimli honours National 

Truth and Reconciliation  Day” article 
published in the Oct. 10 edition of the 
Express Weekly News, there was incor-
rect information published for the en-
tertainers. 

Herman Hope and Darren Flett of 
the Red Shadow Singers shared teach-
ings and a beautiful drum song. Kelly 
Pruden Milne shared teachings about 
the songs played by her students in 
the Winnipeg Beach Drum Group. 

The Express staff  apologizes for the 
error. 

Correction
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By Patricia Barrett
The Manitoba ombudsman says 

the provincial environment depart-
ment essentially broke the law when 
it allowed non-residents of Canada to 
build a home and other amenities on 
signifi cant coastal wetland south of 
Gimli, and also failed to enforce the 
law when the non-residents and/or 
their developer showed a pattern of 
behaviour whereby they carried out 
repeated unauthorized works to de-
velop more acres than those original-
ly agreed upon by the province and 
excavated a channel in the wetlands 
for boat access to Lake Winnipeg.

The non-residents and/or their de-
veloper fi lled in a total of 2.25 acres 
of wetland and dug up an estimated 
100-metre-long channel, according to 
the ombudsman.

The ombudsman released a report 
titled “Ombudsman Act Investigation 
Report, Manitoba Environment and 
Climate Change, [Case] MO-01516” 
in September, referencing a period 
of about six years that began in 2014 
when the fi lling in of the coastal wet-
land on Lake Winnipeg was noticed 
by area residents. 

A non-profi t group called The People 
for the Preservation of the Willow Is-
land Coastal Wetland (P4P) had been 
established pre-pandemic in response 
to the destruction of the wetland, and 
it documented development activities 
on the property (NW 33-18-4E), which 
is adjacent to the eastern boundary of 
the Siglavik subdivision and at the 
east end of Sunrise Drive. 

At that time, the property was 
owned by a Swiss national, Ruth 
Rutz and/or her family, whom the 
ombudsman refers to as “Y” and as 
“non-residents of Canada.” The Ex-
press asked the Rural Municipality of 
Gimli to verify the current ownership 
of the property, but it said it was “not 
permitted.”

P4P had raised several concerns 

with the province, the municipality 
and other organizations regarding the 
development. The group then sub-
mitted its concerns to the ombuds-
man after the province failed to stop 
the fi lling in and the digging up of the 
wetland. 

A spokesperson for P4P said the 
group is troubled by the ombuds-
man’s conclusion that Manitoba 
Environment and Climate Change 
— formerly known as Manitoba Con-
servation and Water Stewardship 
then as Sustainable Development 
— failed to follow provincial legisla-
tion, was administratively unfair and 
failed to take enforcement measures 
against repeated unauthorized works 
by the property owner and/or their 
developer.

“[This is] deeply concerning, partic-
ularly as the problem stems from the 
bureaucrats who either don’t under-
stand the law(s) or choose to ignore it 
for any number of reasons, [such as] 
incompetence, political interference 
or simple corruption,” said Jeff  Smith, 
who lives in Siglavik. “The fact this 
report took fi ve-plus years to investi-
gate and report is a good indication of 
the seriousness of the matter.”

Under the Ombudsman Act, the 
Manitoba ombudsman investigates 
the actions and decisions made by 
government departments and agen-
cies, municipalities, and their offi  -
cers and employees. This can include 
Crown corporations, boards and 
commissions, local government plan-
ning districts, watershed districts and 
regional health authorities. The om-
budsman is an independent offi  ce of 
the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba 
and is not part of any government de-
partment or agency. 

The ombudsman investigated two 
major areas of concern, according to 
the 23-page report on the wetland de-
velopment. The fi rst issue pertains to 
whether the provincial department’s 

decision to approve the development 
complied with legislation, process 
and policy. The second issue pertains 
to whether the department met over-
sight and enforcement requirements 
regarding the development, which 
is part of the Willow Island-Netley 
Marsh complex that has been iden-
tifi ed as a provincially signifi cant 
coastal wetland.

As the property was deemed to have 
been low-lying at 715 feet above sea 
level, development of the property 
for a single-family dwelling required 
fi ll material (717 feet is required). That 
commenced in summer of 2014 with-
out a “building permit or water rights 
license” and the department sent Y 
[Rutz] a stop work order in June, says 
the report.

Y’s developer applied for a water 
rights licence in July 2014 to fi ll in the 
property, and the department denied 
the request in September (verbally) 
and again in November (letter) of that 
year. As part of its review, the depart-

ment noted the property was a fl ood 
risk, a “designated provincially sig-
nifi cant wetland” that could not be 
replaced or replicated should it be 
destroyed, and that fi lling it in went 
against “all recommendations in the 
Willow Creek Integrated Watershed 
Management Plan.”

Y [Rutz] then submitted a letter to 
the department and the Manitoba 
Municipal Board in December 2014 
asking for an appeal extension, but 
did not pursue it. Following that let-
ter, the ombudsman says there were 
a “series of communications between 
Y’s legal counsel and the director for 
the department. Communications in-
cluded eight emails which reference 
several phone calls as well as a meet-
ing on July 16, 2015. This meeting was 
held in-person at the offi  ces of Y’s 
lawyer. It is unclear who attended as 
there are no notes or minutes.”

The department then reversed its 
decision in 2016, giving Rutz the 
green light to develop the property. 
The province did not, however, is-
sue a water rights licence — only an 
“approval letter” that was contrary to 
proper process.

“On January 12, 2016, after a num-
ber of conversations between the de-
partment and the property owners’ 
lawyer throughout 2015, the depart-
ment reversed its 2014 decision,” said 
the ombudsman. “The approval letter 
states that the department’s primary 
position is to deny development of 
any sort at this location given the 
ecological importance of the area, as 
well as the fl ood prone nature of the 
property. This being said, it is willing 
to consider a single one time devel-
opment of a portion of the property 

EXPRESS FILE PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
The Willow Island coastal wetland off  Siglavik are shown in 2019, looking west 

towards the residential subdivision.

Infi ll material added to the wetland is shown in April 2019.

Manitoba ombudsman says environment department broke law, allowed wetland development

Continued on page 12
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provided the development is limited 
to the single lot in question.”

The department had written at that 
time that the general area (Siglavik, 
Miklavik) had been used for dyke 
construction in 2005 and that there 
was a “possibility” and “probability” 
that diking activity had aff ected the 
elevation of the [Rutz] property. The 
ombudsman states, however, that it’s 
“not clear how the department ar-
rived at this conclusion or specifi cally 
what kind of investigation was done 
or how it was carried out. No records 
or reports were provided to our of-
fi ce.”

The ombudsman goes on to say it’s 
“unclear” how the development was 
permitted to be built closer to the 
water than both the Provincial Plan-
ning Regulation and the Watershed 
Management Plan stipulate, that the 
approval letter served as a “substi-
tute” for a water rights licence, and 
that parties who were informed of the 
department’s denial in 2014 were not 
informed of its reversed decision in 
2016.

With the 2016 approval letter, the 
Rutz property was raised with infi ll 
material, and in 2019 the RM of Gimli 
approved a lot grade application, a 
storage garage variance and a minor 
variance for a storage garage. In 2020 
the municipality approved a permit 
for a new residence and attached ga-
rage.

In summing up the department’s 
decision to approve the development, 
the ombudsman states the depart-
ment was “inconsistent” with the law 
and that standard process had been 
replaced by “private discussions.”

“There is little in the way of an ex-
planation as to why the normal pro-
cess was not followed, particularly 
given the sensitivity of the develop-
ment. The director who signed off  on 
the approval letter is retired and no 
longer with the department. Current 
staff  acknowledged to our offi  ce that 
the process followed in this case was 
unusual. They indicated that typi-
cally a party whose application is de-
nied would either fi le an appeal to the 
Municipal Board or submit a revised 
application. Instead that process was 
replaced with a series of private dis-
cussions between the department’s 
director and the developer,” states the 
ombudsman. “… As such our review 
fi nds that [the] department’s change 
of decision did not follow the stan-
dard process and was inconsistent 
with law and policy and thus, admin-
istratively unfair.”

With regard to meeting its oversight 
and enforcement requirements when 
alerted by “a number of citizen com-
plaints” to unauthorized works being 
carried out by the owner and/or de-

veloper at the site, the ombudsman 
says the department acted appropri-
ately in 2014 when it stopped the un-
authorized infi ll of the wetland. 

But after that the department failed 
to take action even when its staff  “de-
termined the project was well beyond 
the scope of the original plan” that 
had been approved in January 2016.

“While the initial ‘approval’ had 
been for 0.5 acres, an additional area 
of approximately 1 acre of coastal 
wetland had been fi lled without ap-
proval and ‘the proponent was at-
tempting to further landscape the 
area by conducting channel excava-
tion within the coastal wetland [and] 
… appeared to be in the initial stages 
of developing a marina,’” states the 
ombudsman. “We note the develop-
ment of a marina requires approvals 
under the Environment Act.”

Y’s developer also told the depart-
ment that the plans “had always in-
cluded” a pond south of the building 
site, a boat dock and a boat channel 
connecting to the main Siglavik chan-
nel. 

In June 2018 a departmental visit to 
the Rutz property resulted in no en-
forcement action and “verbal” per-
mission to continue development ac-
tivities. 

“With respect to this incident, de-
partment staff  determined that unau-
thorized works had occurred in that 
the development had exceeded the 
prior approval by fi lling additional 
coastal wetland and excavation of a 
coastal wetland,” said the ombuds-
man. “However, it is unclear as to 
why no enforcement measures were 
applied in response to the unauthor-
ized works.”

The ombudsman added that it was 
“unable to determine how the depart-
ment made its decisions” in 2018 and 
why it “did not provide” written en-
forcement directives or any “written 
confi rmation” that the work could 
continue.

It was determined that by March 
2019, Y and/or the developer had 
carried out additional unauthorized 
works, including adding fi ll to an-
other 0.75 acres and digging a chan-
nel “approximately 100 meters long, 8 
meters wide and 4 meters deep.”

“This is an addition to the previ-
ous unauthorized attempt to exca-
vate a channel connecting a pond to 
the Siglavik channel and developing 
a marina/boat dock,” said the om-
budsman. Although the department 
issued an enforcement notice to stop 
the work “until further written ap-
proval,” it’s unclear whether the de-
partment “ensured that the other 
requirements were met: address un-
authorized excavation of substantial 
channel through coastal wetland.”

“Four years later [since the 2016 ap-
proval], 2.25 acres had been fi lled and 
landscaped and a channel approxi-
mately 100 meters long by 8 meters 
wide excavated to allow for docking 
and boating access to the Siglavik 
channel,” said the ombudsman. “The 
department, over the course of fi ve 
years, repeatedly communicated 
verbally and in writing with the de-
veloper and Y about the limits and 
expectations for the development. In 
spite of this, the developer continued 
to disregard these expectations. The 
department responded with revised 
directives, not always in writing. It 
is unclear why, despite the variety of 
enforcement measures available, the 
department did not apply these tools 
in response to these behaviour pat-
terns.”

The ombudsman makes three rec-
ommendations: the department ad-
here to defi ned legislation and have a 
framework for “discretionary actions 
or decisions,” ensure future wetland 
development is “consistent with wa-
tershed management plans,” and that 
it develop “guidance for its staff ” re-
garding data, documentation and re-
cords.

The Express asked Environment and 
Climate Change how it explains this 
failure to follow process, whether 
there was interference at the politi-
cal level regarding the Rutz develop-
ment, why the department failed to 
enforce the law and issue fi nes to the 
owner/developer, and how the de-
partment will ensure it follows Mani-
toba law in future.

A spokesperson for the department 
said that other than this particular 
wetland development, no other in-
stance has been identifi ed where ap-
proval was provided in the way it 
was.

“The modernization of The Water 
Rights Act and Regulation, as well 
as related policies, and the move to 
the online Water Licensing Portal has 
enhanced the province’s ability to en-
sure drainage decisions are properly 
documented while enhancing protec-
tion for Manitoba’s wetlands,” said 
the spokesperson. “The province re-
viewed the ombudsman’s fi ndings 
and has acknowledged proper pro-
cess was not followed in the case of 
this development. The department 
has taken action to address the gaps 
that led to this incident, and no other 
instance has been identifi ed where 
approval was provided in this fash-
ion.”

Smith said they have “no faith” that 
the ombudsman’s verdict will protect 
Manitobans in future from govern-
ment that’s willing to break rules, and 
that the people who allowed this de-
velopment to happen should be taken 
to task. 

“There should be repercussions for 

the individuals that allowed this and 
similar projects to proceed — and I 
don’t mean at the lower clerical lev-
els. We know that deputy ministers 
and assistant deputy ministers were 
involved with this particular project 
and either chose to look the other 
way or felt that the law was not im-
portant enough to enforce. We know 
this because we met with an assistant 
deputy minister (Cordella Friesen) 
on Jan. 7, 2020, and she did nothing,” 
said Smith. “Tracy Schmidt [current 
provincial NDP environment minis-
ter] is the fi rst minister who has actu-
ally engaged with us on a face-to-face 
basis … and we did impress on the 
minister that she was responsible for 
the actions of the bureaucracy work-
ing for her and that we expected her 
to act accordingly.”

Smith said the 100-metre channel 
dug out of the wetlands has been ex-
tended by an additional 65 feet or so 
into the Siglavik channel with — as 
far as P4P is aware — no licence or 
permits having been issued, and that 
a fl oating dock has been added to the 
channel.

“My question is what [Premier] Wab 
Kinew is going to do to support the 
[ombudsman’s] fi ndings and recom-
mendations. At the very least there 
needs to be a process implemented 
that ensures all stakeholders are able 
to review plans that will impact on 
the environment (key stakeholders 
for the Rutz project were excluded 
from the development process),” said 
Smith. “There’s also a need to coor-
dinate and integrate the legal provi-
sions of all aff ected legislation when 
considering projects that require 
government approval/licensing. Fi-
nally, Watershed Management Plans 
must be given teeth. Currently, at 
best they’re guidelines [and] at worst 
they’re a ‘feel-good document’ that 
allows politicians to say ‘they’re do-
ing something’ for the environment 
even though that something is quite 
meaningless.”

Their big push now is to have the 
government “abide by and enforce 
the legislation and regulations” that 
exist to protect the lake, he said.

To that end, he said P4P is keep-
ing an eye on a proposed Hutterite 
colony development in the RM of 
Armstrong, just across the Armstong-
Gimli municipal border. The develop-
ment is situated at the head of Willow 
Creek, which will have human effl  u-
ent and animal slaughter byproducts 
emptied into it annually from a two-
cell wastewater lagoon on the site. 
That material will fl ow east to Lake 
Winnipeg.

“We have opposed this develop-
ment but have heard nothing in a 
year,” said Smith. 

 >  OMBUDSMAN, FROM PG. 11
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON

Gimli Fire department offers hands on training at open houseGimli Fire department offers hands on training at open house
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY KEEVIN ERICKSON 
The dazzling northern lights or aurora borealis were very visible last week 

across Manitoba. The lights have been coloured red and green primarily, due to 

the makeup of gases in our atmosphere. The red colour primarily comes from 

nitrogen, while the green comes from oxygen. Temperatures varied from a 

low of 1 degree upwards to 20 degrees C. with lots of wind and a bit of rain 

throughout the week. Help the Express record the temperature of the week 

and send in photos of friends and families enjoying the outdoors. Email: news@

expressweeklynews.ca
EXPRESS PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON 

Manitoba treated to vivid 
northern lights show



Graymont's mission is

to deliver essential 

calcium-based solutions to 

meet the world’s changing 

needs.

Graymont invites applications for the 2024

community-focused Carbon Reduction Fund

We are proud to announce that we are accepting applications for the Graymont Carbon 

Reduction Fund , an innovative, grass-roots initiative designed to support the 

development of carbon-reduction initiatives in the communities across the globe that 

we call home.

The fund’s role is to support projects focused on:

•  Protecting the environment by the responsible use of resources

•  Reducing our carbon footprint through increased energy efficiency

•  Developing and  maintaining natural, biological ‘carbon sinks’ such as agricultural 

land, forests or peat bogs that act as a natural offset for carbon

If you have a project idea that relates to any of these topics, the GCRF is 

looking for you!

For additional information, please contact

Applications are due by October 25th

Amanda Kelly : akelly@graymont.com

Don’t let drugs steal 
your dreams.

- Narrows Sunset Lodge
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By E Antonio
For over 25 years, CJ Tennant has expressed her jewelry-

making hobby with the world. It was in 2009 when she 
ultimately decided to turn her hobby into a career.

“I got started because I have always liked making things 
and I have always loved fashion and style,” said the Win-
nipeg-based entrepreneur. 

She reminisced dressing up in her grandmother’s vin-
tage clothes when she was younger. “I just loved the qual-
ity and sparkle of it all,” she said.

Tennant owns and operates a gemstone jewelry shop, 
CJ Tennant Jewellery Design and recently attended the 
WAVE Interlake Artist’s Studio Tour.

The WAVE is a biannual makers market that has featured 
over 80 artists in the last 20 years.

Tennant has now participated in 26 WAVE tours and dis-
covered the tour when she came to visit her ancestors in 
Winnipeg Beach.

“There are all kinds of arts and artisans,” said Tennant. 
She explained that you will be able to fi nd every art me-
dium in the tour.

The WAVE is an artist-led initiative, meaning all aspects 
of the tour are organized by the participating artists.

“You have an opportunity to learn about all other aspects 
and perspectives, such as marketing or ads,” Tennant ex-
plained.

Tennant is a self-taught jewelry maker who was inspired 
by her aunt. 

“My aunt showed me the basics and from there I am 
mostly self-taught through trial and error.”

She expressed that “Sometimes you don’t know the right 
way and end up with a more original design. I am always 
trying to play with colour and shape trying to create some-
thing that is new.”

Tennant using shimmering gemstones, freshwater pearls 
and sterling silver chains to make her jewelry. She uses 
these materials since they are aff ordable, a good quality 
and can easily hold up to everyday wear-and-tear.

“We are all busy. It should last and be something we 
love.”

Tennant describes her work as fresh modern designs 
with a touch of vintage inspiration. 

She uses a cold-joining technique to mould her jewelry. 
This includes using wire chains and pliers to build the 
frame for her pearls and gems. Tennant added that some-
times she has an idea in her head of what to create, and 
others she may ponder for a while.

“It is not uncommon that I will have gemstones for a 

EXPRESS PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
CJ Tennant of CJ Tennant Jewellery Designs has been 

making jewelry with gemstones, freshwater pearls and 

sterling silver chains for 15 years. She recently attended 

the WAVE Studio Tour, one of the many makers markets 

where she sells her designs.

CJ Tennant Jewellery Designs shares her hobby at the WAVE

number of years before I use them,” 
explained Tennant.

Finding the perfect gemstone can be 
a challenge. Tennant gets her gems 
from gem markets, wholesalers and 

from a friend who collects gems from all over the world.
“I like unusual stones with unique cuts and colours. Like 

stone that have lines and stripes in them,” said Tennant.
She continued to explain that the more unique a stone is, 

the more natural gem you have.
Tennant selects her gems very carefully as she wants to 

make sure you are buying the Continued on page 23



16   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, October 17, 2024

By E Antonio
Twenty-fi ve bull riding competitors 

from across the globe visited the Er-
iksdale Recreation Centre on Oct. 4 
for the Crossfi re Bull Riding’s 10th 
Bull Riding Canada event of the year.

Crossfi re Bull Riding, a local bull rid-
ing organization, hosted the Boneyard 
General Repair Boyz & Bullz, present-
ed by Westrans, and welcomed com-
petitors worldwide, including those 
from Australia and Brazil.

Riders tried to stay on their bucking 
bull for at least eight seconds to be 
awarded points based on their ride. 
The rider and the bull are awarded a 
maximum of 50 points from each of 
the judges. 

“Good rides are 75 points and up, 
with elite rides being 85 to 90 plus 
points,” explained Crossfi re Bull Rid-
ing president Ben Kinkead.

This was a regular season event 
sanctioned by Bull Riders Canada to 
qualify riders for its season fi nals that 
will be held in Sylvan Lake, Alta., on 
Nov. 15 and 16.

Kinkead was once a rider himself. 
He was born into a family of bull rid-
ers, and his dad and uncle introduced 
him to the action when he was young. 

“It is a long family tradition, I sup-
pose,” he said.

Since March, the event has seen com-
petitors vying for one of the top 20 
spots in the fi nal competition. Twenty 
riders competed as they tried to rack 
up enough points to secure a position 
in the fi nals. 

“It is a diverse group of riders com-
ing from all over the world to compete 
for the national title,” said Kinkead.

“There were also fi ve novice bull 
riders. This was the season fi nals for 
our novice riders,” Kinkead added. 
“It (the novice category) is to help de-
velop the next generation of bull rid-
ers.”

In the novice division, Jett Lockie 
from Waskada claimed victory scor-
ing 77 points. 

For the open category, Lucas Ozir-
ney, Trinity Bear and Aaron Roy, all of 
Saskatchewan, are currently clench-
ing onto the top spots as they head 

into the fi nal 
two qualifying 
events in Sas-
katchewan and 
Alberta later this 

Westran’s representative Juin Avila 

with event winner Lucas Ozirney.

Eriksdale’s Crossfire Bull Riding hosts Canadian qualifier

EXPRESS PHOTO BY HAYLEE RUSSELL
Odinn Darknell with bull rider Eric O’Flynn from Quesnell, B.C.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY CAREY LEE
Bull rider Lucas Ozirney of Saskatchewan won the Crossfi re Bull Riding event 

hosted by Eriksdale’s Boneyard General Repair Boyz & Bullz, presented by 

Westrans, on Oct. 4. The event acted as one of the several Canada-wide qualifi ers 

for Bull Riders Canada and as the season fi nale for Crossfi re Bull Riding’s novice 

division.
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month.
The Boneyard General Repair Boyz & Bullz compe-

tition raises funds for the Eriksdale Recreation Cen-
tre, specifi cally to assist with operation and manage-
ment costs. 

“The Eriksdale Community Club works together to 
put the Boyz & Bulz together. We want to help keep it 
(the recreation centre) running for community use,” 
Kinkead explained.

Crossfi re Bull Riding has hosted the fundraiser for 
over 25 years, and the most recent events have raised 
approximately $20,000 each for the recreation centre.

“We had another capacity crowd this year,” said 
Kinkead, who helped welcome fans from varying 
Canadian communities.

More than just bull riding took place; guests were 
greeted with a mouthwatering rib dinner made de-
liciously by Tortuga’s Smokehouse, and there was a 
bull riding pre-show featuring sheep riding from lo-
cal musters.

Crossfi re Bull Riding hosted an afterparty 
for the riders and fans to end the exhilarat-
ing event.

Attendees danced, sang and made new 
memories while celebrating the competi-
tion’s end.

If you missed out on Crossfi re Bull Rid-
ings’ excitement, you can visit Crossfi re Bull 
Riding and Bull Riders Canada’s Facebook 
pages for more images and videos of the 
event.
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Evergreen
School Division

Rural Municipality of Gimli
Mayor, Council and staff

Town of Winnipeg Beach
Mayor, Council and staff

own of Winnipeg Bea
Mayor, Council and staff

Rural Municipality of

GRAHAMDALE
www.Grahamdale.ca

By Becca Myskiw
A local musician has released a song 

about all things Gimli. 
Wanda Sparkes, a long-time singer 

and Gimli local, has shared her latest 
work with the community — Whis-
key Train to Gimli. The soft, melodic 
tune tells of taking the train to Gimli, 
humbly dubbed the “whiskey train,” 
to pay homage to the home of Crown 
Royal. 

“It just made me nostalgic for the 
train because Arborg would have a 
train come into town when I was a 
little girl,” said Sparkes. “I think ev-
erybody loves trains.”

Sparkes grew up singing with her 
sisters. As she got older, she tried to 
learn guitar and started writing her 
own music, but she didn’t share any-
thing she created. She then became a 
teacher and put aside her music for 
years until her nephew became a mu-
sic producer and opened his own stu-
dio in Winnipeg. 

Sparkes started recording a few 
songs for fun, posting them to her 
YouTube channel and sharing them 
within the local Facebook groups but 
never singing herself on the tracks. 
Over the winter, she decided she 

wanted to record two of her songs 
herself, and after fi nishing the scratch 
tracks in the studio, she recorded one 
more on a whim. 

“It’s a bucket list thing,” said 
Sparkes. “And my grandkids can lis-
ten to them one day.”

That last song she recorded was 

Whiskey Train to Gimli. Sparkes was 
at Maximillian Dupas’s home stu-
dio and after showing him the song 
on ukulele, he played it on his gui-
tar for the recording, accompanying 
Sparkes’ vocals beautifully. 

Using videos other locals had taken 
of the trains in Gimli, Sparkes created 

a compilation video to go with the 
song on YouTube. As she sings about 
putting on her purple robes and don-
ning her crown, images of trains roll-
ing through town fl ash on the screen. 

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Sparkes releases music often through her YouTube channel. 

Wanda Sparkes recently released a 

song titled “Whiskey Train to Gimli.”

‘Whiskey Train to Gimli’ a song of hometown 

Continued on page 20
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Harvesting hope
By Lori Penner

    
About 25 local growers participated 

in the Common Ground grow proj-
ect on Sept. 10, and with the help of 
nine combines and four grain carts, 
they managed to harvest 300 acres of 
wheat within one afternoon for the 
Canadian Foodgrains Bank. 

Project spokesperson Kevin Nickel 
has been part of the project since it 
began in 2010 when the Penner fam-
ily reached out, looking to have their 
land four miles east of Rosenfeld used 
for this purpose.

“They give us a good rate on rent, 
and they’re very committed to the 
cause. They rent their land to the 
CHUM group out of Plum Coulee as 
well,” Nickel says, adding that it’s of-
ten a challenge for groups like theirs 
to fi nd land for this purpose.

It’s a labour of love, but it comes 
with a few challenges. 

“There’s a lot of support needed for 
this. Getting it seeded and sprayed is 
not that big of a deal. But the harvest 
is always nerve-wracking, trying to 

fi nd a time that suits everybody to 
come out, when some of these people 
still have crops in their own fi elds. But 
it always happens. It’s always had a 
way of working out over the years.”

The Common Ground group fol-
lows a rotation of wheat, canola and 
soybeans. 

“It was wheat’s turn this year. All 
Manitoba Food Grains projects were 
able to access free seed from Seed 
Depot this year, and the Canadian 
Northern Hard Red Spring Wheat we 
planted is one of the varieties they 
handle.”

Nickel says their 2024 crop looks 
good.

“Cereals, in particular, everybody 
was talking about them all spring and 
summer, just about how lush they 
looked,” he says. “And even though 
there are some drown-out spots here 
and there, they seemed to power 
through most of that excess mois-
ture that came at certain times. The 

 PHOTO BY LORI PENNER
A group of producers gathered at a fi eld east of Rosenfeld on Sept. 10 to harvest 

300 acres of wheat for the Common Ground grow project.

About 25 growers, nine combines and four grain carts worked for hours to 

complete the harvest in one day. 

Continued on page 20
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Call today if you would like to consign your items!
ITEMS ARE SOLD AS YOU SEE THEM, Call Now to Consign in Upcoming Auctions. 

RECREATIONAL, ATTACHMENTS, 

YourYour

 
•Bison burgers

•Elk burgers
•Yellowstone burgers (combo)

•Elk & cheese smokies
•Elk garlic sausage

Your full-service meat 
shop, offering an extensive 

selection of fresh, 
premium elk and bison 

products for unparalleled 
taste and nutrition

CALL OR TEXT 204-791-9856 
( b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  o n l y )

w S t o n e w o o d E l k R a n c h . c o m
m s t o n e w o o d e l k r a n c h @ g m a i l . c o m

 Farm
- t o -

Fork
Barbeque 
       SEASON!

D I R ECT I O N S  F R O M  B A L M O R A L : 1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N 
H W Y  2 3 6  & 1 .75  M I L E S  E A ST  O N  R OA D  8 4 N 

O R  1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N  H W Y  7  A N D  1 . 2 5  M I L E S  W E ST 
O N  R OA D  8 4 N  ( Watch for Stonewood Elk Ranch sign)

It’s
yields we’ve been hearing about have 
been strong. I guess they just like the 
weather this year.”

This is the 15th harvest on this fi eld, 
and to date, the group has raised 
about $900,000.

Despite his optimism for the 2024 
crop, Nickel doubts they’ll hit the 
hoped-for $1-million mark this year. 

“We have signifi cant expenses each 
year and, even if there’s a strong crop 
here, the prices have come down a 
long way,” he explains. “Based on 
the bills we have yet to pay, it will 
be tough to raise $100,000 net but we 
should put a good dent in that, so 
maybe next year will be the year.”

At the end of the day, he says it’s the 
common desire to help people in need 
that has kept the project going.

“It’s such a pure cause for one thing. 
Feeding hungry people is the base-
line. Nobody argues about that; it’s a 
really rewarding thing to do. People 
coming together to participate with 
us is humbling and gratifying.”

The Common Ground project was 
one of four growing projects tak-
ing place that day. Others included 
Hands Harvest Hope in Darlingford, 
Gardenland near Boundary Trails 
Health Centre and the SHARE project 
also near Darlingford.

This year there are nearly three doz-
en grow projects scattered through-
out the province, with the majority of 

those in Southern Manitoba.
“It’s just wonderful to see the com-

munities coming out to harvest food, 
which will be used as fi nancial re-
sources for people who don’t have 
enough food,” said Manitoba region-
al representative Gordon Janzen, who 
attended the Common Ground har-
vest.

Last year, half of the donations in 
Manitoba came from growing proj-
ects, along with contributions from 
individuals and farmers.

“I just appreciate the people who are 
in this network of generosity looking 
beyond themselves. We really appre-
ciate the communities in Manitoba 
that are working together to end hun-
ger. They have a big impact.”

 >  HARVESTING HOPE, FROM PG. 19

 >   WHISKEY TRAIN, 

FROM PG. 18
“A lot of my ideas I get when I’m 

driving or going for a walk,” she said. 
“I thought maybe I got the idea seeing 
the train when I was out.”

That — and hearing a friend label 
her video as “taking the whiskey 
train to Gimli” — inspired the song. 
Sparkes looked up common phrases 
Crown Royal uses and stuck some of 
them in the song too. 

Sparkes doesn’t record or write mu-
sic with any end goal in mind. She 
simply loves the act of writing and 
singing and the process of recording 
a song. 

“It’s so cool as you see it progress 
from some goofy thing you made 
on your ukulele to something that 
sounds good,” she said. 

Sparkes is recording the fi nal ver-
sions of her other two songs soon 
and hopes to have them done before 
Christmas. 

What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Express Weekly News connects people through 
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836
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a program off ered by Manitoba Pub-
lic Insurance, the off road club can re-
ceive funding through ORV licensing 
to carry out maintenance and repairs 
of the trail, install speed limit signs 
near subdivisions and educate driv-
ers on etiquette to ensure pedestrian 
safety. 

The provincial government’s Trails 
Strategy and Action Plan considers 
off -road vehicles as part of its vision 
for trails, and the province will work 
with the All Terrain Vehicle Associa-
tion of Manitoba to create and imple-
ment a new funding structure for 
ORV organizations and trails. 

The province’s action plan cites a 

2010 study that says ORV riding pro-
vides “benefi ts for health and physical 
fi tness” and is comparable to golfi ng 
or rock climbing. And ORVs gener-
ate economic benefi ts through people 
purchasing ORVs and riding gear and 
through job creation and tax revenue.

Citing a 2016 study conducted by 
the Canadian Off -Highway Vehicle 
Distributors Council, the action plan 
says recreational ATV riding gener-
ates an estimated $230 million to 250 
million in economic expenditures in 
the province.

Recognizing the fact that ORVs can 
spread invasive species, the prov-
ince’s action plan says it will try to 

fi nd ways to provide cleaning stations 
at trailheads.

When asked if a public survey on 
Gimli’s municipal trails will be car-
ried out (similar to the survey the RM 
conducted on short-term rentals) as 
part of the trails master plan process, 
interim CAO DJ Sigmundson said 
whomever the RM hires as its consul-
tant will be proposing public engage-
ment.

“The RFP requires a consultation 
plan. We will need to look at the pro-
posals when they are due and select 
the best fi t. The consultant will pro-
pose how they will engage the pub-
lic,” said Sigmundson. “The munici-

pality will use that information as one 
of the criteria used to select the con-
sultant.”

Sigmundson didn’t say, when asked, 
whether the RM’s trail plan will align 
with the province’s plan.

For more information about the 
master plan for trails, contact interim 
CAO DJ Sigmundson djsigmund-
son@rmgimli.ca

Visit the Active Trails Advisory 
Committee’s website www.gimliac-
tivetrails.ca for a full list of trails in 
the RM of Gimli, including their dis-
tances, surfaces, parking and access 
points.

 >  TRAIL USE, FROM PG. 5

By Patricia Barrett 
Winnipeg Beach council is consid-

ering options for the management of 
the community centre’s canteen after 
a fi re this summer resulted in coun-
cil accepting a request from Carlo’s 
Cucina to terminate its canteen lease 
agreement and the town’s recreation 
department then stepping up with an 
off er to run it.

In its letter to council, the recreation 
department said local businesses — 
the General Store and Parks Grocer-
ies — would help supply some of the 
food items.

The canteen would need one full-
time person to manage duties such as 
stock, organization, cleaning, shop-
ping and deposits, and a few part-
time staff  for evenings and weekends.

“Running the canteen would con-
sist of basic food: burgers, hotdogs, 
fries, onion rings, nachos, pizza, chips 
and candy,” states the letter which 
is linked to council’s Oct. 9 agenda. 
“Your canteen beverages are coff ee, 
hot chocolate, tea, water, pop and 
sports drinks. We would also sell 
hockey-related items [such as] tape, 
mouthguards, water bottles and lac-
es.”

Staff  working in the canteen would 
need to get a food handler’s certifi -
cate through a training course and the 
canteen could also be licensed, which 
would bring in extra revenue from 
events such as socials and parties.

The recreation department also sug-
gested exploring the feasibility of hav-
ing a lunch counter during the week, 
with healthy meals such as soup, sal-
ad and sandwiches being off ered.

Chief administrative offi  cer Sharon 
Desiatnyk said council considered the 
recreation department’s request and 
asked for further information about 
costs. 

Council’s resolution (No. 2024/419) 
asks the recreation manager to “put 
forward a cost comparison between 
the proposed use of [the] canteen and 

vending machine installation by Oct. 
23, 2025.”

Desiatnyk said Carlo’s Cucina was 
not held liable for the fi re. Carlo’s had 
asked council to terminate the lease 
agreement, and at its June 26 meet-
ing, council adopted a resolution (No. 
2024/270) accepting the restaurant’s 
notice of termination. 

The restaurant had fewer than four 
months remaining in its lease agree-
ment, which did not have an early ter-
mination clause.

OTHER COUNCIL NEWS:
- The resignation of Winnipeg Beach 

mayor Pamela Jackson during coun-
cil’s Sept. 25 meeting was not refl ect-
ed in the meeting minutes, but coun-
cil formally accepted her resignation 
at its Oct. 9 meeting.

- Council will be presenting a pro-
posed strategic plan and hearing from 
its consultant at an upcoming coun-
cil meeting where more information 
about the plan will be provided.

“The consultant is scheduled to be 
a delegation at the Oct. 23 … council 
meeting,” said Desiatnyk.

Council had passed a resolution 
(No. 2024/395) at its Sept. 25 meeting, 
accepting the strategic plan proposal 
that was presented by GovFox [Mu-
nicipal Consulting], which is based 
in the Interlake. The resolution states 
that the town recognizes the impor-
tance of a “clear and comprehensive 
strategic plan to guide our initiatives 
and resource allocation” and that the 
strategic planning process involves 
“extensive consultation with stake-
holders, community members and 
experts to ensure a thorough under-
standing of our current landscape 
and future goals.”

- The town proposes to remove a 
diesel generator and hose that’s used 
to pump effl  uent from the wastewater 
lagoon’s primary cell to the second-
ary cells north of Kernstead Road and 
push a forcemain pipe under the road 

to connect to the existing lift station 
and electric pump. It submitted an 
application for the work to the prov-
ince for approval.  

“As Kernstead Road is not under the 
jurisdiction of the Town of Winnipeg 
Beach, the province requires evidence 
that approval for the proposed cross-
ing has been obtained by the owner, 
and in this situation being, the RM 
of St Andrews,” said Desiatnyk in a 
written summary for council. “The 
town engineer has prepared a suitable 
agreement for a situation such as this 
and is attached for council review.”

The town has to enter in to an agree-
ment with the RM of St. Andrews be-
fore the project can get underway.

Council adopted a resolution (No. 
2024/422) at its Oct. 9 meeting ap-
proving the draft agreement and hav-
ing it forwarded to St. Andrews for 
consideration.

- Don and Lori Sul of the Winni-
peg Beach Food Connection thanked 
mayor and council in a Sept. 22 letter 
for allowing them to fundraise during 
the town’s classic car show in Sep-
tember. The Food Connection raised 

almost $330 and an estimated 70 to 80 
pounds of food, which will help peo-
ple in the community and surround-
ing areas.

- Council thanked Alan Dan from 
Sherwin-Williams Paint Store in Win-
nipeg for his generous donation of 
paint for the town’s caboose restora-
tion project. 

“Your support has made a signifi -
cant impact on our project, allowing 
us to preserve a piece of our town’s 
history for future generations to en-
joy,” wrote council in a Sept. 25 letter. 
“The vibrant colours you provided 
will help bring the caboose back to 
life and serve as a proud symbol of 
our community’s heritage.”

Volunteers gave the former Cana-
dian Pacifi c Railway caboose a fresh 
coat of paint last month. CPR had do-
nated the caboose to the town in the 
1980s in recognition of the town being 
a lakeside destination for Winnipeg-
gers — who’d ride the rails from the 
city — in the fi rst half of the 20th cen-
tury to enjoy the town’s roller-coaster, 
dance hall and beach. 

EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT 
High waves on Lake Winnipeg at Winnipeg Beach are shown in 2022.

Winnipeg Beach council considering management of community centre canteen
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What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Stonewall Teulon Tribune connects people 
through stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@stonewallteulontribune.ca   Phone 204-467-5836

TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon

By Kieran Reimer 
The Arborg Ice Dawgs had mixed re-

sults from their two-weekend games.
Playing in back-to-back nights, the 

Ice Dawgs got a split with a 3-2 over-
time win Friday against the Selkirk 
Fishermen and a 5-2 loss Saturday 
against the Beausejour Comets.

Friday’s win came with the help of 
the Fishermen picking up 41 penalty 
minutes in the third period.

The Ice Dawgs were able to come 
back to tie the game at two before 
Drayson Letandre ripped home the 
overtime winner for the Ice Dawgs’ 
victory two minutes into three-on-
three.

Saturday’s game was a diff erent sto-
ry. The Ice Dawgs struggled against 
the Comets, who were in fi rst place, 

at Arborg & District Arena.
The Comets opened the scoring in 

the fi rst and continued to pour it on 
in the second, leading 4-0 after two 
periods.

Brandon Burak and Drayson Letan-
dre scored in the third to keep the Ice 
Dawgs’ hopes alive, but the Comets 
held on for the 5-2 win.

The Ice Dawgs got two of a possible 
six points this weekend, putting them 
up to fourth place in the Capital Re-
gion Junior Hockey League.

UPCOMING GAMES:
Friday, Oct. 18 vs Lundar Falcons, 8 

p.m. at Arborg & District Arena
Sunday, Oct. 20 at Selkirk Fishermen, 

3 p.m. at Selkirk Recreation Complex

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY BRETT MITCHELL
The Ice Dawgs’ Skylar Farrington takes a shot on the Fishermen’s goaltender last 

Friday. Arborg won 3-2 in overtime.

Ice Dawgs weekend split 
high-lighted by overtime win

By Becca Myskiw
In a community full of curling pride, 

there hasn’t been a U18 league for the 
sport — until now.

A U18 curling league in Gimli is 
starting this month. Though there are 
youth programs and adult leagues in 
the town, Gimli doesn’t have a dedi-
cated league for curlers in between 
the age groups. 

Certifi ed curling coach Jay Boaz is 
part of the group organizing the new 
U18 league. He said that when his 

child aged out of the U13 league, he 
realized there was no league for them 
to curl in.

“If they want to play against other 
kids, there’s not a ton of options out 
there,” he said. “Curling truly is a life-
long sport. So, in terms of kids being 
physically active, it’s a great sport for 
them to have that lifelong physical 
activity. We want to bridge that gap.”

On Thursday, Oct. 24, there will be 
an open house for the U18 curling 
league at the Gimli Curling Club from 

6:15 to 7:45 p.m. Anyone 
interested in the program 
can attend, ask questions 
and throw rocks. 

Boaz said this new pro-
gram is meant for curlers 
who want to take the next 
step after the local junior 
instructional program. 
There’s no minimum age 
requirement as long as the 
curlers are under 18, but 
all curlers looking to par-
take in the U18 program 
should understand the 
game of curling and know 
how to play it. 

Regular league play will start Nov. 
7 and run every Thursday from then 
until Dec. 19 at 6:15 until 7:45 p.m. 
Each night of league play will be six-
end games for the curlers. Curlers 
have to be on a team to play, and if 
they don’t have one but want to play 
in the league, they can fi nd a team at 
the open house. Boaz said if a curler 
still doesn’t have a team after, then 
to reach out to the league anyway. 
Teams can be any mixture of people 
under 18 years old. 

Once all teams are registered and 
the league has the numbers, it will 
make a schedule. Boaz said the num-
ber of registered teams will determine 
whether or not there will be play-
off s at the end. After Christmas, the 
league will have another registration 
period and start another round of 
league play.  

“Kids tend to drop off  of sports at 
13,” said Boaz. “Curling, I think, is a 
sport that falls into that category. We 
want to create a continuous path for 
kids to start curling as kids, to stay in 
the sport, and curl as adults.”

Kerri Einarson, a Gimli-raised pro-
fessional curler, is also on the organiz-

ing committee for the Gimli U18 curl-
ing league. She said the new league 
would help young curlers grow to-
gether as a team and individually.

“They will also get that bit of com-
petitive experience by playing against 
other teams,” said Einarson. “You get 
to create friendships and develop 
your communication skills with team-
mates, which is important in a sport 
where you need to communicate to 
help each other out. Those skills will 
also help in everyday life.”

While this league isn’t instructional, 
on-ice coaching is permitted and en-
couraged, but not required. Coaches 
in the league will be able to interact 
with their players once per end, mir-
roring how competitive junior curling 
works to prepare the curlers as much 
as possible.

“Our philosophy is if you’re out on 
the ice as a coach, there’s no reason 
you can’t help another team out,” 
said Boaz. “We want it to be a collab-
orative eff ort.”

To learn more about the new U18 
curling league in Gimli, attend the 
upcoming open house or contact Boaz 
at 204-442-1010.

New U18 curling league coming to Gimli this fall
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EXPRESS PHOTO BY RICK HIEBERT
Lightning’s Ireland Tymchak tries to get around the Hawks Sophia Cox.

Interlake Lightning goaltender Orieanna Kennedy makes a toe save during a 

breakaway by Pembina Valley Hawks Sophia Cox in Interlake’s 3-1 loss.

It was a busy weekend for the U18AAA female Interlake Lighting team but the 

scores weren’t in their favour. Lightning lost to the Eastman Selects 2-1 on Oct. 

11, the Pembina Valley Hawks 3-1 Oct. 12 and then 2-0 to Yellowhead on Oct. 

13. Interlake’s Chloe Minkus and Pembina Valley’s Emma Roch battle for puck 

possession Saturday. Minkus scored Interlake’s lone goal.

Tough weekend for U18AAA Interlake 
Lightning female team

By Kieran Reimer 
The Anaheim Ducks have claimed 

goaltender James Reimer off  waivers 
from the Buff alo Sabres.

Reimer, 36, had signed a one-year 
deal worth $1 million with the Sabres 
in free agency last summer.

On Monday, the Morweena native 
was waived by the Sabres to make 
room for goaltenders Ukko-Pekka 
Luukkonen and Devon Levi who 
both spent last season in Buff alo.

Reimer joins a Ducks-squad in need 
of a netminder after John Gibson (ab-
domen) was placed on injured reserve 

earlier on Monday.
With Gibson out, it likely moves 

Reimer into a backup role behind 
24-year-old Lukas Dostal who played 
44 games with the Ducks last season.

Reimer is entering his 15th season in 
the National Hockey League where 
he has appeared in 501 regular season 
games.

Last season, Reimer appeared in 25 
games with the Detroit Red Wings 
going 11-8-2 while posting a .904 save 
percentage and a 3.11 goals against 
average to go along with two shut-
outs.

Reimer claimed off waivers by Anaheim Ducks

most perfect piece of jewelry.
You can fi nd CJ Tennant Jewellery 

Design creations at maker’s markets, 
in the Winnipeg Art Gallery Giftshop 
and online. She prefers to sell her 
work in-person so she can engage 
with her customers. 

“I like to see people interact with my 
work and try it on.”

One of her favourite memories of 
owning CJ Tennant Jewellery Design 
was from her early days participating 
in the WAVE tour.

“There was a young woman who I 
never met before who had her young 

baby with her. She kept pausing to 
try on pieces. I realized this was the 
fi rst time she truly took for herself. 
She was being her own self and was 
not making a mom-based choice,” de-
scribed Tennant. 

When she approached the woman 
afterwards, she explained that she 
never truly had a moment to look or 
feel pretty. 

“When they are trying on the jewel-
ry, you can see it makes them feel that 
they look good. It is a thing that hap-
pens in their shoulders as they settle 
diff erently.”

Tennant hopes to change people’s 
attitudes about their day. 

“It is important how people present 

themselves and feel comfortable. It’s a 
better day all around.”

In order for you to feel your best, 
Tennant off ers free chain length ad-
justments and repairs for her goods. 
Within reason, as long as Tennant 
made the jewelry, she will fi x it.

“Hopefully you will be pulling it out 
of your jewelry box in 10 years and 
will love it,” Tennant expressed. 

She also will try her best to create a 
custom design for you but asks you 
to settle on a general shape, colour or 
design that you are attracted to.

When creating her designs, Tennant 
enjoys developing a persona for her 
jewelry collections. 

“I make my collections around a 

personality, sort of like a fi ctional 
character.”

She wonders who would wear the 
piece of jewelry and then she writes 
their story on her website. 

“It is a lot of what drives how I 
am feeling. Am I feeling French girl 
vibes? Are you trying to channel your 
inner punk?” asked Tennant.

She creates the story because she 
wants to have a way to refer to her 
creations.

Tennant will be at CRAFTED at the 
Winnipeg Art Gallery from Nov. 6 yo 
10, along with other Interlake artists/
artisans Alan Lacovetsky and Clover-
dale Forge.

 >  WAVE, FROM PG. 15



By Kieran Reimer
The last of the three Interlake Thun-

der football clubs closed their regular 
season on Thanksgiving Sunday.

The Varsity Thunder took on the 3-0 
St. Vital Mustangs and came close to 
victory against the league’s top club, 
giving them their biggest scare in this 
Rural Manitoba Football League sea-
son.

Jessie Batenchuk connected on play 
action to Miles Coutu for the game’s 
opening touchdown to put the Thun-
der ahead early. 

He threw for multiple touchdowns 
on the game while receiving help 
from his off ensive line.

One of those touchdown passes 
found the arms of Luke Robinson, 
who had a breakout performance for 
the Thunder and reached the endzone 
again later in the game on a kick re-
turn.

Ultimately the Mustangs off ence 
proved to be a bit stronger, winning 
the game 54-36, but after being blown 
out by the Mustangs only three weeks 
ago, head coach Christof Hasselfi eld 
said he likes the direction of his club 
heading into the playoff s.

“I saw a lot of improvement on both 
sides of the ball,” said Hasselfi eld. 
“Defensively we made it harder on 
them this time even though the score 
doesn’t show it. Quinton Favel was 

a big contributor again and I was 
impressed by grade nine Fyn Moore 
making his fi rst start at safety. He 
brought a physicality to the position 
that will serve us well as we start the 
playoff s next week.”

Next week’s RMFL playoff  matchup 
will go against the Falcons Football 
Club after the Mustangs fi nish 4-0 to 
get fi rst and a bye in round one, while 
the Thunder and Falcons fi nish sec-
ond and third.

The Thunder will, however, get to 
host the playoff  game after fi nish-
ing ahead of the Falcons and beating 
them on both occasions this season.

The winner of the game moves on to 

play the Mustangs in the RMFL Ur-
ban Division Championship. 

A Thunder win would set up a re-
match of last year’s RMFL Champi-
onship when the Thunder and Mus-
tangs met. 

The Thunder (2-2) and Falcons (0-4) 
will kick off  at noon on Sunday, Oct. 
20, at Stonewall Collegiate Field.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER
Fraserwood’s Marlo La Pierre (85) is the ball carrier in the Thunder’s 54-36 loss 

against the fi rst-place St. Vital Mustangs last Sunday.

Gimli’s Fyn Moore made his fi rst start at safety against 

the Mustangs.

Interlake’s Luke Robinson had a breakout performance 

scoring a touchdown.

The Thunder’s Dylan Maclean almost intercepts 

the football. 

The Thunders’ quarterback Jessie 

Batenchuk gets a quick tip from coach 

Christof Hasselfi eld.

Varsity Thunder lose offensive shootout, will host playoff game
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> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Hot Honey 
Chicken and 

Waffle

Buffalo 
Cauliflower 
Casserole

Mexican Lasagna

Prep time: 2 minutes
Cook time: 5 minutes
Servings: 1
1 Minute Hot Honey Chicken Sea-

soned Rice Cup
1 egg
nonstick cooking spray
2 chicken tenders, cooked
2 tablespoons honey, for garnish
1 tablespoon powdered sugar, for gar-

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 6
2 cups Minute Jasmine Rice
1 package (8 ounces) plain cream 

cheese, softened

blanched and cooled
2 cups shredded cheddar cheese
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon black pepper

Recipe courtesy of “Cookin’ Savvy”
Servings: 4-6
1 pound ground beef
1 can (15 ounces) black beans
1 can (4 ounces) chiles

diced tomatoes, divided
1 can (15 ounces) whole kernel corn
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 tablespoon onion powder

nish

In medium mixing bowl, combine rice 

Drizzle with honey, sprinkle pow-

2 green onions, thinly sliced
-

In medium bowl, stir cream cheese 
-

dar cheese, salt and pepper; toss to 

Bake 25-30 minutes until golden 

serve as a side dish to seared chicken or 

1 tablespoon taco seasoning
6 cups shredded cheese
18 taco-sized tortillas of choice
fresh cilantro, for garnish
sour cream, for serving

In large skillet, brown ground beef; 

with juices, 1 can tomatoes with juic-
es, drained corn, garlic powder, onion 

Open remaining can of tomatoes; take 

In 9-by-13-inch pan, line bottom with 

with 1/3 of beef mixture and top with 

Dear Money Lady Readers – my 
daughter said to me the other day that 
she had FOMO and I was DRIPPING 

If you don’t already know, let me 
tell you what the young are now 
calling “FOMO” – the “fear of miss-

Here’s the other slangs they use: 
“FOBO” – the “fear of better op-
tions” or “JOMO” – the “joy of miss-

For the “DRIP” – that means you 
look good and it’s apparently a com-

now learned are “BOUJEE” – which 

-
ing gossip, and “FLEX”- meaning to 

-
ticle for you, so I can explain the 
FOMO/JOMO and give you all the 

Okay, no matter what you label it, 
we all have FOMO feelings, and this 

24/7 in our pocket (on our phone), 

can instantly feel envy and re-
gret about how others have more 

social media portray wealth, and 
we now don’t need to keep up with 
the neighbours, we need to keep up 
with the millions of people on social 

make you feel good about your ac-
complishments thus far but rather 
makes you feel less about yourself 
because others have done more or 

are under constant pressure from 
social media bombarding them with 
constant examples of better birthday 
parties, events and experiences that 
so-called “better parents do for their 

either for a couple of hours, days 

making you feel better about your 
own life and perhaps will stop the 
comparisons of your regular life to 
the polished versions of those on-

companies build their business on 

it’s easy to fall for the instant grati-

-

may think all the hard work we have 

and the lack of acknowledgement 

warrants or entitles us to a splurge 

If you think that material posses-
sions or experiences are the things 
you deserve, then you need to think 

that while those purchases may feel 
luxurious in the moment, they could 

you need to deprive yourself or 
-

ing from FOMO and feel you need 
to reach to credit to improve your 
situation or your kids experiences, 
remember that enjoying a stress-free 

-
ter than any new item or birthday 

Christine Ibbotson

Ask the money lady

remaining ingredients then top with re-
Cover pan with foil and bake 30-40 
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SCRAP METAL
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.
––––––––––––––––––––
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.

LAND FOR 
RENT

RM of Armstrong – 80 
acres hay. For more 
info. please call 1-204-
861-0126.

HAY FOR SALE
Round hardcore bales, 
1st & 2nd cut, alfalfa & 
brome grass. Call 204-
461-0722.

STRAW FOR 
SALE

Flax straw for sale 
near Stonewall. $3.50/
bale. Call/text Dean at 
204-461-0870.
––––––––––––––––––––
Flax straw for sale, 
Stonewall. $4/bale. 
Call Nick at 204-461-
0706 or Bill at 204-
461-1906, Monday – 
Saturday.

FIREWOOD
Birch, Tamarack, Ash, 
Poplar, Pine and Oak 
for sale. Call or text 
204-904-8441.

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@expressweeklynews.ca
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PUZZLE NO. 524

ANSWER TO PUZZLE NO. 524

Copyright © 2010, Penny Press

ACROSS
1. Steeple part
6. Pouchlike part
9. Venetian ruler
13. Anglers' boots
15. Purplish shade
17. Poet Pound
18. Glacial cover
19. Embarrass
20. Sow's mate
21. Fuel for KITT
22. Hat
24. Mulligan ____
26. Zip
27. Allied by nature
29. Theft
31. Enchant
34. Iron, e.g.
35. Manners
36. Desert retreat
38. Dress for Caesar
41. Militarize
42. Ape
44. Place of worship
46. Equestrian's leash

48. Dizziness
50. Mexican

food item
51. Reason
53. Buzzing insect
55. Roll
56. Gauzy fabric
57. Moonlike
58. Untrue
60. Circle around
62. Aquatic mammal
64. Rapid ____
67. Skirt panel
68. Bad actor
69. Straightforward
71. "The ____ is

mightier . . ."
72. Poorly lit
75. Of the ear
77. Cleanse
79. Convert to

a cryptogram
82. Go up
83. Dinghy support
84. Muss

85. Farr's feature
86. Lease
87. Attack

DOWN
1. Gulp
2. Tropical rodent
3. Roman date
4. Family room
5. Gay Nineties, e.g.
6. Bro or sis
7. Cry of dismay
8. Large dwellings
9. Society gal
10. Atmosphere

layer
11. Wheat, for one
12. Ahead of

schedule
14. Tear apart
15. Tyke
16. Bamboozle
23. Revenue
25. Ire

27. Overpowering
respect

28. "____ of the
Spider Woman"

30. Influence
31. Northern
32. Weasel
33. Barbers' trim
34. Newsreel maker
35. "Eyes of Laura

____"
37. Soft fabric
39. Pin-up girl
40. Blame
43. College vine
44. Adult scrod
45. Whetstone
47. Sheer curtain

fabric
49. Mechanic's milieu
52. Body

54. Yonder
57. Exact
59. Grabbed a bite
61. Having two feet
63. Work for nine
64. Rose spike
65. Percentage
66. Not right
70. Cathedral part
71. "____ Sematary"
72. Makeshift bed
73. Loiter
74. Run into
76. Bee chaser
78. Use a bench
80. Head
81. Prompter's

offering

  2. Absence of bacteria
  3. Soviet Socialist Republic
  4. Men’s fashion accessories
  5. “Honey” actress Jessica
  6. Round red root vegetable
  7. Latin term for “charity”
  8. Doesn’t smell good
  9. Mental health issue
 10. Millisecond
 11. Hairstyle
 12. Edible starch
 14. Middle Eastern military 

title
 15. Protein-rich liquids
 18. Indian musical pattern
 20. Cancer and Capricorn
 24. Country along the Arabian 

peninsula
 26. A bend

 28. Fishes of the herring 
family

 30. Antelopes
 32. Chaos
 34. Popular music app
 35. Cooking material
 37. Musical instrument
 38. San Diego ballplayers
 40. Small amounts
 42. Poured
 43. Fabric
 45. Food option
 47. Finger millet
 49. The U. of Miami mascot is 

one
 50. Alberta, Canada river

 55. Dry white wine drink

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Tall, upright post on a boat
  5. Basics
  9. Used to refer to cited works
 11. Folds
 13. Former UK PM May
 15. Cold region of Russia
 16. Standard operating 

procedure
 17. Separating
 19. Particles
 21. A way to map out
 22. Referee declares
 23. Beginner
 25. Water (Spanish)
 26. Gov’t lawyers
 27. Non-reproductive parts of 

an organism
 29. Spanish friends
 31. A type of tree
 33. Walk heavily
 34. About a wood
 36. Free-swimming marine 

invertebrate
 38. Political action committee
 39. SB19 hit song
 41. Scorch the surface of
 43. Moved quickly on foot
 44. Sacred state for a Muslim
 46. Growl
 48. Pearl Jam frontman
 52. Irritating person
 53. Something requiring a 

solution
 54. Firing
 56. Hazards
 57. Taiwan capital
 58. Impudence
 59. Rock frontman Durst
 
CLUES DOWN   
  1. One who rides an elephant

Sudoku Answer
Crossword Answer

> GAMES

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net
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Ukrainian Farmers 
Co-operative Ltd.

FULL - TIME/PART - TIME
GROCERY CLERK

Ukrainian Farmers Co-op provides our staff with a competitive 
starting wage and a wide range of available courses and training 
opportunities. We offer a comprehensive benefits package including 
dental, vision, extended health, and a pension plan to all qualifying 
employees. 

The Co-op system is located throughout western Canada with 
potential for career advancement. There are multiple programs 
for employees to take advantage of including our educational 
assistance program, which can provide tuition reimbursement for 
qualifying employees.  

The successful candidate will be an energetic, self-motivated, 
hardworking individual who is a team player and enjoys working 
with the public.   

If you would like to join our team, please fill out an application or 
submit a resume to our store office. Closing date for all applicants 
is set for October 24, 2024. For more information, please see 
Cheryl Pollock at our store office. Ukrainian Farmers Co-operative 
Ltd, Box 160, Fisher Branch, Mb, R0C-0Z0

CAREER OPPORTUNITY
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca
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News Tips? call the Express 204-467-5836

Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s publication Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s publication Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836
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Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax arrears for 
the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to the 
Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Municipality will on the 7th day of 
November, 2024, at the hour of 10:00 AM, at Rural Municipality of Grahamdale, 23 Government Road 
, Moosehorn, MB, proceed to sell by public auction the following described properties:

Roll 
Number

Description Assessed Value Amount of Arrears & 
Costs for Which 
Property May be 
Offered for Sale

173600 LOT 14 PLAN 5008 WLTO IN SE 1/4 31-26-
7 WPM - 14-5008, 18 FIRST AVE.,
MOOSEHORN

L -$1,700 $3,370.34

430400 ALL THAT PORTION OF THE SW 1/4 16-
32-9 WPM CONTAINED WITHIN THE
FOLLOWING LIMITS: COMMENCING AT
A POINT IN THE SOUTHERN LIMIT OF
THE SAID QUARTER SECTION DISTANT
WLY THEREON 450 FEET FROM THE
EASTERN LIMIT OF THE SAID
QUARTER SECTION THENCE NLY AND
PARALLEL WITH THE SAID EASTERN
LIMIT 525 FEET THENCE ELY AND
PARALLEL WITH THE SAID SOUTHERN
LIMIT TO THE SAID EASTERN LIMIT
THENCE SLY ALONG SAID EASTERN
LIMIT TO THE SAID SOUTHERN LIMIT
THENCE WLY THEREON IN A
STRAIGHT LINE TO THE POINT OF
COMMENCEMENT EXC PUBLIC ROAD
PLAN 9771 WLTO SUBJECT TO THE
RESERVATIONS AND PROVISOES
CONTAINED IN THE GRANT FROM THE
CROWN - 51095 ROAD 188 N

L -$7,200
B -$22,100

$3,937.40

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property:

The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any unpaid municipal utilities and any
property taxes not yet due.
The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of the arrears and costs.
If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be presented prior to
the start of the auction.
The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever concerning the properties
being sold.
The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, certified cheque or
bank draft to the RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GRAHAMDALE as follows:

i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a non-refundable

deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the purchase price must be paid within
20 days of the sale; AND

iii) A fee in the amount $500.85 ($477 + GST) for preparation of the transfer of title
documents.  The purchaser will be responsible for registering the transfer of title documents
in the land titles office, including the registration costs.

The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction.
The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.
If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the Municipality or, if
a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration.

Dated this 19th day of September, 2024.
Managed by:

Shelly Schwitek
Chief Administrative Officer
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GRAHAMDALE
Phone: (204) 768-2858
Fax: (204) 768-3374

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GRAHAMDALE

Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax arrears for 
the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to the 
Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Municipality will on the 14th day of 
November, 2024, at the hour of 04:00 PM, at MUNICIPALITY OF WEST INTERLAKE, ASHERN 
CENTENNIAL HALL, #1 PR 325 E, ASHERN, MB, proceed to sell by public auction the following 
described properties:

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property:

The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any unpaid municipal utilities and any 
property taxes not yet due.
The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of the arrears and costs.
If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be presented prior to 
the start of the auction.
The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever concerning the properties 
being sold.
The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, certified cheque or 
bank draft to the MUNICIPALITY OF WEST INTERLAKE as follows:

i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a non-refundable 

deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the purchase price must be paid within 
20 days of the sale; AND

iii) A fee in the amount $500.85 ($477 + GST) for preparation of the transfer of title 
documents.  The purchaser will be responsible for registering the transfer of title documents
in the land titles office, including the registration costs.

The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction.
The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.
If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the Municipality or, if 
a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration.

Dated this 2nd day of October, 2024.
Managed by:

Bernardo Pasco
Chief Administrative Officer
MUNICIPALITY OF WEST INTERLAKE
Phone: (204) 768-2641
Fax: (204) 739-2073

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES

MUNICIPALITY OF WEST INTERLAKE

GUARD YOUR 
HEALTH

HEALTHY LUNGS 
HELP YOU LIVE LIFE 

TO THE FULLEST! 
TAKE A MOMENT TO 
LEARN HOW TO KEEP 
THEM IN TOP SHAPE 

THIS SEASON.
TALK TO YOUR DOCTOR 
OR PHARMACIST TODAY 

ABOUT SEASONAL 
IMMUNIZATION. 

Protectyourbreath.ca

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

FARM PRODUCE
Red Yellow Russet 
potatoes, onions, car-
rots, cabbage, beets, 
honey, parsnips, sun-
fl ower & song bird 
seed. Wildlife feed 
and rolled corn, oats 
& wheat. Phone 204-
886-2676, Interlake 
Potato Farms, Teulon, 
MB. Closed Sunday & 
Monday.

MISCELLANEOUS
New Power Physics 
can help you with any 
kind of problem. Prob-
lems with your fam-
ily, with your job or if 
you are going to jail, 
we can help you. Call 
for appointment. Win-
nipeg Beach 204-389-
3449.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? LS Airways Flight 
Academy is the most 
aff ordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial certif-
icates. We off er fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
Wanted old advertis-
ing: Dealership signs, 
service station, gas 
pumps, globes, oil 
cans, Red Indian, 
White Rose, Buff alo, 
Husky, Ford, GM, 
Dodge, Tire signs, 
Coke, Pepsi etc. Call 
306- 221-5908.
––––––––––––––––––––

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
SELLING A HOUSE 
OR BUSINESS? NEED 
STAFF? Let us help 
you with that! NOW is 
the time to advertise. 
Have your blanket 
classifi ed ads seen 
in the 31 Member 
Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Now booking advertis-
ing for the remainder 
of 2024. Plan your suc-
cess! Please Call THIS 
NEWSPAPER NOW to 
book, or call MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
MCNA - Manitoba 
Community News-
papers Association. 
www.mcna.com

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Private mortgage 
lender. All real estate 
types considered. No 
credit checks done. 
Deal direct with lender 
and get quick approv-
al. Toll free 1-866-405-
1228 www.fi rstand
secondmortgages.ca

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Tollak Place has 1 & 2 bedroom suites, located at 40 Eveline Street. Spa-
cious suites, with F/S, A/C, storage areas and large balconies; utilities are 
included, parking is extra. Tollak 2 is a 55 plus bldg., river view apts. with 
central air, F/S, DW & microwave; large storage area off  the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and parking extra. Call the onsite offi  ce 204-482-2751 for 
AVAILABILITY.

News 
Tips? 

Story Ideas?
call the Express 

204-467-5836
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 

or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

News Tips? call the Express 204-467-5836

WHY CLASSIFIEDS WORK
Classifi eds are inexpensive. 
This is perhaps the biggest advantage of 
using this form of advertising. Payment is 
generally based on the number of words 
or the lines of copy used in the ad. Given 
the low cost, you can actually run an entire 
series of classifi eds ads,The inexpensive 
nature of the ad means you can reach 
out to your prospects on a regular basis 
without breaking your bank account.
Classifi eds are great for generating leads. 
You invite them to contact you by phone, 
mail, or e-mail, etc. When the contact is 
made, you simply follow-up with a sales 
call or email.

Classifi eds can be used for local and 
regional audiences. 
It’s been said that the classifi ed is the 
one tool that allows the little guy (or gal) 
to be more competitive. It enables the 
small businessperson to reach his or her 
audience on a small budget, no matter 
where they live.

Classifi ed booking deadline is Classifi ed booking deadline is 
Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s 

publication publication Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836
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IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Magnusson
In loving memory of

Ralph “Red” Magnusson
July 9, 1931 - October 19, 2021

We can no longer see you with our eyes
Or touch you with our hands,
But we will feel you in our hearts forever.
We miss you and remember you with love.

-Connie and family

Jim Smolinski
March 5, 1945 – October 19, 2009

In loving memory of
my dear husband, father and grandfather

Gone are the days we used to share
But in our hearts you are always there.
The gates of memory will never close
We miss you more than anyone knows.
Life goes on we know that’s true,
But it’s not the same since we lost you.

-Always loved and remembered,
wife Elaine,

children and grandchildren

Sigfridur (Freda) Palson
October 18, 1934 – October 12, 1994

Mom and Amma
Goda Nott Elskan

Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure;
You are loved beyond words,
And missed beyond measure.

-Love from,
your family

CARD OF THANKS

CARD OF THANKS

Many thanks to those who sent food, phone 
calls, visits and cards. Special thanks to Joyce 
Eyjolfson. This was greatly appreciated.

-Joyce Stewart

The family of Lorne Thomas would like to 
extend a heartfelt thank you to the staff  on B1 
at the Middlechurch Home of Winnipeg for all 
of the caring support that was given to our Dad 
and our family during the six and a half years 
he resided there. The staff  at Gilbart Funeral 
Home, Erin and David for their patience and 
guidance. You made our journey peaceful. 
Pastor Martin for the lovely service, which was 
heartwarming. To all of the family and friends, 
near and far for all of the gestures of love and 
support, we thank you. We have been blessed 
with a wonderful father, grandfather, and 
friend. We are thankful for the many years he 
was in our lives.

-Thank you from
the Thomas, Hrechkosy

and Reinhardt families

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Irene Julius (Eastman)
January 26, 1950 – October 2, 2024

It is with deep sadness that our family announces the peaceful 
passing of our beloved Mother and Amma, Irene Julius, on October 
2, 2024 at the age of 74 years.

Mom leaves behind to cherish her memory, daughters Christy 
(Gerald) Kasyjan and Kelly (Nathan) Bilyk; grandchildren Kinley, 
Kaiden, Johnny, and Parker; sister Margaret Sigvaldason, 
sister Rosemarie (Roger) Maksymchuk, and brother-in-law Bob 
Gudmundson; as well as numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
family friends.

Mom is joining in heaven her parents Halldor and Herdis 
Eastman, brother Alfred and sister-in-law Sandra Eastman, brother 
Dori and sister-in-law Pat Eastman, sister Gladys Gudmundson, 
and brother-in-law Steini Sigvaldason.

Mom was born January 26, 1950 in Riverton, Manitoba, the fi fth of six children in the Eastman 
family. From a young age, Mom embraced life with enthusiasm and excelled in everything she 
did. If there was a team at the Riverton Collegiate, she was on it. From cheerleading, hockey and 
curling to volleyball and bowling, Mom did it all. After high school she moved to Winnipeg where 
she attended the University of Manitoba. Mom went on to have a successful career at Buff alo 
Credit Union, building lasting friendships along the way. After retirement, she moved to Calgary, 
Alberta so she could be close to her daughters. She was a devoted Amma and for the last seven 
years she spent every day visiting with her grandchildren and showering them with love and 
attention. Over the last few years, Mom’s disease may have taken her mobility and her mind, but 
no matter what, her grandchildren knew every day just how much Amma loved them. 

Mom was truly the most dedicated and loving mother, who always put her children before 
herself. There was nothing more important than family and she was very proud of her Icelandic 
Heritage. She will forever be remembered for her infectious smile, her generosity, her impeccable 
style, her love of country music, and her famous nanaimo bars. Mom loved travelling and would 
never say no to a trip with her daughters. Family and friends will cherish the countless road trips, 
shopping excursions and concerts they shared.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, October 19, 2024 at the Waterfront Centre’s 
Johnson Hall in Gimli, Manitoba at 2:00 p.m.

The family wishes to send a special thank you to the wonderful doctors and nurses at the 
Alberta Neurologic Centre, and the staff  at Incasa Homecare and Agecare Glenmore. Your care 
and support for Mom will always be remembered.

Mom leaves behind a legacy of love and warmth. We will miss you dearly and love you forever 
Irene, Mom and Amma.

GODA NOTT ELSKAN

Lawrence Johannson
A gentle giant, Lawrence Johannson, passed away on October 2, 

2024 surrounded by four generations of family.
Lawrence is survived by his loving wife of 62 years, Carole; son 

Dean (Tina); daughters Catherine and Lara (Jerry Shewchuk); 
grandchildren: Christopher (Keely), Alycia (Naser), Kristjan, Ryan 
(Abigail), Selena (Eric), Elizabeth (Kyle), Nicholas (Jasmine), and 
Anders (Giuliana); and great-grandchildren: Katarina, Henrique, 
Margaret, Sophia, Leon, Lyla, and Angelika. He is also survived by 
his siblings Wally (Sandra), Barbara (Bernest Orbanski), and Neil 
(Denise), as well as many beloved nieces and nephews.

Lawrence was predeceased by his parents, Thorkell and Gudrun; 
parents-in-law, Sigrun and Carl Lavergne; sister Eleanor; brother 
Ronald; and sister-in-law Norma.

Lawrence was born in January 1940 in Arborg, Manitoba, where 
he was raised as well. Lawrence and Carole were childhood sweethearts who met at an Arborg 
Luther Rally in 1958 and they shared 66 wonderful years together. His love for family was always 
evident, lighting up whenever a family member entered the room. His grandchildren and great-
grandchildren were his treasures. Although a quiet man, when Lawrence spoke, his words were 
always worth listening to. His sense of humor remained strong until his fi nal day.

From a young age, Lawrence had a mischievous spark, which led to his lifelong career as a 
Journeyman Electrician. He worked for Keewatin Electric until 1971, when he proudly founded 
Inner-City Enterprises, which he owned and operated until his retirement.

Lawrence’s true passion, however, was the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. A dedicated fan for over 
50 years, he was a proud season ticket holder, rarely missing a game or a Grey Cup and always 
cheering on his beloved team. His loyalty to the Blue Bombers was unmatched, and it was a big 
part of who he was. In addition, he enjoyed following the Winnipeg Jets.

Lawrence’s family extends heartfelt thanks to: Dr. Adeniyi (ADE) Adegbesan, Dr. Martin 
Karpinski, Dr. Joseph Silha and Dr. Lorne Hurst for all the years and quality time they spent with 
Lawrence.

A Happy Hour for family and friends to send Lawrence on his journey will be held on Sunday, 
October 27, 2024 at 1 p.m. at Johnson Hall, Waterfront Centre, 94 1st Avenue, Gimli, Manitoba.

Memorial donations may be made to the Kidney Foundation of Canada.
Friends and family are invited to visit Lawrence’s memorial page at www.interlakecremation.ca, 

where memories and condolences may be shared.
Arrangements entrusted to:

Remember Remember Your Your Loved Loved OnesOnes 
with an with an Announcement in theAnnouncement in the 

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

Everything you need to Everything you need to 
promote your businesspromote your business

Call Today!
467-5836

InterlakeGGraphraphicsics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs
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• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 
• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

R.S. SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sales - Installations - Service
Help With Bell TV and Internet & 
Shaw Direct Satellite Systems.

Russell  204-376-2757
Arborg, MB

Advertising that Works! Advertising that Works! 
To place your To place your 

BIZ CARDBIZ CARD 
call 204-467-5836call 204-467-5836

SHERLOCK
TREE REMOVAL

Licensed Arborists
Fully Insured – Claim Free

30 years Experience

Vince
861-0487
Darren
861-0028

Pruning • Stump Grinding • Chipper

GRASS-FINISHED BEEF

Jackfishcreekfarm.com
204-467-8510  jackfishcreekfarm@gmail.com

  Balmoral, MBScott and Jenny 
Beaton

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-641-5266
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

120B Center Ave W. 
Gimli 204-641-2526
Cars, SUV and Trucks for sale

Priced from $5,000 and up
Financing 
Available!

Grain & Fertilizer 
Hauling

Hauling Available for 
Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Harley @ 204-494-0824
Jerry @ 204-280-6261

wheathilltransport@gmail.com

ALICEROOFING LTD.
Complete Roofi ng Service

• Residential 

• Agricultural

Licensed & Insured
www.aliceroofi ng.ca 204-757-9092

Call TodayCall Today
Unit 5, 325 Parkdale Rd, 

St.Andrews MB
info@eco-metallics.ca

Office: 
(204) 404-4747

“From rust to riches, your scrap 
could be treasure with our 

unbeatable prices!”
Purchasers of ferrous/non-ferrous materials

BizBiz
CardsCards

Get T he 
Job Done!

To Book A Biz Card To Book A Biz Card 
Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

204-390-2790Red Seal Technician
kingsautoair@gmail.comwww.kingsautoair.com

 Car  Light & Heavy Truck  RV 
AUTOMOTIVE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALIST

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

See Us for Everything you need See Us for Everything you need 
to promote to promote your businessyour business

• Flyers
• Brochures
• Business cards
• Stickers
• Window decals
• Social tickets
• Door hangers

• Letterhead
• Envelopes
• Invoices
•  Estimate 

sheets
• Posters
• Memo pads Call  204-467-5836

• Post cards
• Presentation Folders
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204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the 
Interlake for 58 Years!

*While supplies last. Contact your local Honda dealer for availability.
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