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SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

RZ 142 
Zero-turn 
lawn 
mower

RZ 152 
Zero-turn 
lawn 
mower

RZ261
Zero-turn 
lawn 
mower

RZ 500 
Series 
Zero-turn 
lawn 
mower

$$5,5995,5999999
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$$14,49914,4999999

$$9,9999,9999999

$$7,9997,9999999

Canadian, 
Owned & 
Operated!
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Matt McSherry REALTOR®
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ERIKSDALE - $239,900    Comfort & 
Function - 2 BR 959 sqft w/32x42 Shop 

& 12x12 Garage MLS #202512826

ERIKSDALE - $90,000    80 Acres 
mix of Treed & Low lands. Motivated 

Seller MLS#202509205

LUNDAR - $479,900
Impeccable 3 BR 3 Bath 

1870 sqft home w/full 
bsmnt; 40x26’ Dbl Garage; 

12x16 shed w/Loft. 
Landscaped 125’x200’ Lot.

MLS #202508216

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

www.expressweeklynews.ca VOLUME 12 EDITION 22      THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 2025

EXPRESS PHOTO BY RAYME THOMSON
Sherry Benson-Podolchuk and Yeva and Lev Kozyr show off  the garbage bags they collected during the Gimli Town Clean-up on May 27, 

doing their part to help keep the community clean.

Litter patrolLitter patrol
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Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

Do you have a current will? 
Protect your family by having a current will, power of 
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more 
information and find out how we can help you. 

Baker Law
CORPORATION

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

Our office is open 8:30 am - 5:30 pm  Mon to Thurs
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB

Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427

Providing full time legal 
service to families and 

small businesses in 
Gimli and the Interlake.

By Patricia Barrett 
Charitable organization Hailey’s 

Way brought Gimli and area youth 
together last Saturday for a free fun-
fi lled night of movie-watching, danc-
ing, photo shoots and crafts, plus a 
whole lot of bonding. 

Organized by the charity’s two 
youth board members, the engaging 
event in the Gimli High School gym 
featured the 2023 documentary musi-
cal Taylor Swift: The Eras Tour, in which 
Swift performs her hit songs. 

Freyja Robak, who’s in Grade 11, 
was invited to sit on Hailey’s Way 
board as a youth representative along 
with Taylor Smith, who’s in Grade 10. 
The two students took on the chal-
lenge of planning and organizing the 
event, as well as overseeing some of 
the fi nancial management duties. 

And it was a success with a good 
turnout.

“Seeing all the kids having fun and 
being able to connect with each other 
stood out for me. They were all want-
ing to see Taylor Swift and they bond-
ed over that. Seeing them enjoying 
that, having fun together and singing 

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY KRISTEN LEWIS
Freyja Robak (left) and Taylor Smith, youth members of Hailey’s 

Way board of directors, organized a Taylor Swift movie night for 

Gimli and area youth last Saturday at Gimli High School.

Tailor-made for local youth: Hailey’s Way engages kids with Taylor Swift movie night

the songs — that made me happy,” 
said Robak. “If I would have had this 
opportunity as a kid, I would have 
loved it. I think it was amazing to see 
them all have so much fun.”

Hailey’s Way Inc. is a charitable or-
ganization founded in 2022 by Dana 
DesRoches as a legacy to her 20-year-

Continued on page 3
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Interlake’s Automotive & Agricultural Glass Specialists
We make the claim
We replace the glass
We have courtesy cars available

Phone 204-467-8929 
to book your appointment.
2 Patterson Drive, Stonewall

Autopac Accredited Glass Repair

old daughter Hailey Dugay, who was 
shot and killed in 2018 during a night 
out with her friends in Fraserwood, 
west of Gimli. The organization’s mis-
sion is to create a safe and supervised 
environment for youth, fund youth 
programs in the Interlake, and encour-
age growth and positive self-esteem in 
youth. Having youth members sit on 
its board provides valuable insight into 
how to engage kids.

Robak and Smith set up a movie the-
atre with a huge screen and chairs in one 
section of the gym and made a dance 
fl oor in another area. They also brought 
in a photo booth with a life-sized card-
board cutout of Swift and a table where 
merchandise could be purchased. The 
proceeds covered the costs of staging 
the event, and any remaining monies 
will be put towards future events. 

“We sold popcorn, food and candy 
bags and we set up a merchandise ta-
ble where we sold Taylor Swift tickets, 
[wash-off ] tattoos and heart-shaped 
sunglasses, which are a big thing with 
Taylor Swift,” said Robak. “And we also 
sold friendship bracelets. Some were 
pre-made and some came in 
kits with beads and letters that 
the kids could use to make 
their own bracelet.”

The idea of having a Taylor 
Swift-themed event for youth 
was initially broached in Sep-
tember, said Robak, and the 
board tasked her and Smith to 
put it all together.

“It took a lot of planning, but we worked together on it. 
We made a budget for the food and for the activities,” said 
Robak. “It was a really good learning experience and I’m 
grateful to have this opportunity.”

Hailey’s Way will be holding future events, she added. 
Those will be discussed at the next board meeting. 

In the meantime, the charity will be holding a 50/50 
draw at the upcoming Icelandic Festival in August.  

Robak said for their fi rst event, they had a good-sized 
turnout, but they’re hoping in future to engage even more 
youth. 

The charity is currently fundraising for a youth centre in 
Gimli, which will be called the Gimli Youth Hub.

For more information about the charity and making 
donations, visit haileysway.com, email info@haileysway.
com or call 204-641-4939.

>   HAILEY’S WAY, 

FROM PG. 2

“IT TOOK A LOT

 OF PLANNING.“
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www.EvolutionDance.ca | Selkirk Town Plaza | 204-785-1285
JJooiinn uuss ffoorr oouurr 2200 sseeaassoonn ooff ddaannccee!!TTHHJoin us for our 20 season of dance!TH

Fall Registration begins
June 16th!
Fall Registration begins
June 16th!

Dance classes
for ages 2+

 
•Elk burgers

•Yellowstone burgers (combo)
•Elk & cheese smokies

•Elk garlic sausage
•Bison smokies

Your full-service meat 
shop, offering an extensive 

selection of fresh, 
premium elk and bison 

products for unparalleled 
taste and nutrition

CALL OR TEXT 204-791-9856 
( b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  o n l y )

w S t o n e w o o d E l k R a n c h . c o m
m s t o n e w o o d e l k r a n c h @ g m a i l . c o m

 Farm
- t o -

Fork

We make 
Father’s Day
Sizzle!

D I R ECT I O N S  F R O M  B A L M O R A L : 1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N 
H W Y  2 3 6  & 1 .75  M I L E S  E A ST  O N  R OA D  8 4 N 

O R  1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N  H W Y  7  A N D  1 . 2 5  M I L E S  W E ST 
O N  R OA D  8 4 N  ( Watch for Stonewood Elk Ranch sign)

By Lana Meier
A whimsical new event is set to bring 

magic to the Interlake next weekend.
The fi rst annual Shadows and Star-

light Fantasy Festival will take place 
June 7 at the Eriksdale Recreation 
Centre, off ering a full day of enchant-
ment for all ages. Hosted by Shad-
ows and Starlight Fantasy Events, the 
gathering invites guests to don their 
favourite fantasy attire and step into 
a world of imagination — from foam 
sword battles to a glittering evening 
ball.

The event came to life through a 
partnership with the ROGerKimLee 
Music Festival, after one of its orga-
nizers expressed interest in bringing 
live-action roleplay (LARP) to the In-
terlake.

“Being someone who is involved 
a bit with that and with the fantasy 
realm, we banded together to create a 
fundraiser for their August festival,” 
said co-owner Erica Lindell. “I grew 
up in Eriksdale as well and wanted 

to bring some opportunity for those 
who love cosplay, or LARP, or the fan-
tastical to be able to spend a day or 
evening at an event catered for that.”

The festivities begin at 10 a.m. with 
a fantasy market featuring local arti-
sans, tarot readers, authors and a host 
of costumed characters. LARP groups 
Frontier Events and Misthaven will 
bring their stories to life through in-
teractive demonstrations, while Vi-
king re-enactors from the Hands of 
Lugh will be on hand to share their 
craft and lore.

Daytime entry is $5 per adult, with 
free admission for anyone under 18.

“We wanted to create something 
that brings people together in a fun, 
creative way — a place where you 
can step out of the ordinary and into 
a magical experience,” said Lindell. 
“Whether you come in costume or 
just to explore, there’s something for 
everyone.”

At 8 p.m., the venue transforms into 
a magical ballroom for an evening so-

cial unlike any other. Guests can ex-
pect LED performances, a night mar-
ket, a silent auction, a high tea snack 
bar and the crowning of the ball’s 

king and queen. Dressing up is en-
couraged — but not required — and 
costume rental discounts are avail-

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Costumed guests step into a world of magic during the fi rst annual Shadows and 

Starlight Festival, held June 7 at the Eriksdale Recreation Centre.

Fantasy takes flight in Eriksdale with new costume-friendly festival June 7

Continued on page 8
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Take care of details so they 
don’t have to. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca
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By Patricia Barrett 
The Town of Arborg plans to in-

crease its total operational spending 
by 9.2 per cent in 2025, according to 
its budget released last month.

Council is expecting to bring in to-
tal revenues of $2,698,357 in 2025. The 
town’s actual revenue in 2024 was 
$2,473,172, and it spent $2,470,390, 
leaving a net operating surplus of 
$2,781.

The town’s mill rate (municipal tax) 
in 2025 will be decreasing by 2.094 
mills from that of 2024. 

As 2025 is a provincial property tax 
re-assessment year and there was a 
change in the way school property 
taxes are calculated, some property 
owners in Arborg may see an increase 
in their taxes and others may not. 
Overall, the provincial assessment 
trend shows an increase in property 
values.

Council expects to spend money 
from some of its reserves in 2025, 
including $45,000 from the Build-
ing Reserve, $25,000 from the Paving 
Reserve, $90,000 from the CCBF Re-

serve and $8,000 from the Handivan 
Reserve.  

Council will transfer $10,000 to its 
Building Reserve and spend $45,000, 
leaving a balance of $52,043. Council 
will not transfer to or spend any mon-
ey from its PCH Building Reserve, 
which stands at $215,910. The Equip-
ment Replacement Reserve will get a 
top-up of $10,000 to bring its closing 
balance to $118,326. Council’s spend-
ing of $8,000 from the Handivan Re-
serve will bring its balance down to 
$12,988. 

Council will transfer $10,000 to the 
Recreation & Cultural Reserve to 
bring its closing balance up to $65,225. 
Council will spend $190,000 from the 
Canada-Community Building Re-
serve and transfer in $71,000, bring-
ing the closing balance to $62,514. 
There will be no transfers to or expen-
ditures from the Arborg-Bifrost Fire 
Shared Reserve which has a balance 
of $143,471.

Capital expenditures for 2025 in-
clude $50,000 for sidewalk construc-
tion, funded by the Canada - Commu-

nity Building Reserve Fund, $40,000 
for drainage funded by the Canada 
- Community Building Reserve Fund, 
$20,000 for a seacan container and 
shelving (use unspecifi ed) funded 
by the general operating fund, and 
$356,600 for handivan upgrades, 
which will be funded by a MEDIP 
grant, rural transit solutions fund, 
the Handivan Reserve and proceeds 
from a sale (unspecifi ed). The town 
is receiving a $185,600 grant from 
the federal Liberal government and 
a $135,000 grant from the provincial 
NDP government for the handivan 
upgrade.

The town is embarking on a num-
ber of capital projects in 2025, includ-
ing well mechanization that will be 
funded by the CCBF Reserve and 
the Manitoba Water Services Board 
($600,000) and wastewater treatment 
plant upgrades 
that will be fund-
ed through bor-
rowing ($250,000). 

The town’s 
fi ve-year capital 

plan includes sidewalks in 2027 and 
2029 ($100,000), which will be borne 
from reserves; the public works 
shop in 2030 ($200,000) that will 
be funded from reserves; the recre-
ation complex in 2026 ($50,00) borne 
from operating; a pool liner in 2027 
($60,000) that will be funded through 
operating and reserves; the arena 
ice plant in 2028 ($250,000) that will 
be funded through borrowing; and 
paving projects in 2029 ($2 million) 
that will be borne partly through re-
serves and partly through borrow-
ing; the water treatment plant fi ltra-
tion in 2026 ($1,148,000) that will be 
funded through borrowing ($574,000) 
and through “other” ($574,000); a lift 
station upgrade in 2026 ($182,000) 

Town of Arborg 2025 budget highlights, operational spending increasing by 9.2%

By Lana Meier
Manitoba Hydro says it’s closely 

monitoring wildfi re activity and relat-
ed power outages across the province, 
as about 1,500 customers remained 
without electricity as of Friday after-
noon.

The outages are primarily aff ecting 
communities in northern and eastern 
Manitoba.

“The safety of our employees and 
the public remains our top priority,” 
said Allan Danroth, Manitoba Hydro 
president and CEO. “We are working 
closely with the Manitoba Wildfi re 
Service, the Offi  ce of the Fire Com-
missioner and RCMP to ensure we’re 
not putting any of our restoration 
crews or emergency response teams 
in unsafe situations. We appreciate 
the support and patience of our cus-
tomers as we wait to safely access af-
fected areas to assess damage to our 
infrastructure and begin our restora-
tion work.”

Hydro confi rmed all employees 
have left areas under evacuation or-
ders. The Jenpeg Generating Station 
was evacuated Wednesday. The fa-
cility was undergoing maintenance 
at the time and was not generating 
electricity, so the evacuation is not ex-
pected to impact customers.

In eastern Manitoba, crews have 
paused restoration work in Nopiming 
Provincial Park and have left the area 
until conditions are safe to return.

“I want to acknowledge our staff  and 
customers who live and work in com-
munities aff ected by fi res and evacu-
ations,” said Danroth. “Our thoughts 
are with them, and we are very mind-
ful of the challenges they’re facing. I 
also want to thank the fi refi ghters and 
other fi rst responders who are doing 
their best to protect Manitobans at 
this time of crisis.”

Customers can view real-time up-
dates on the Manitoba Hydro outage 
map.

EXPRESS PHOTO COURTESY OF MANITOBA HYDRO
A water bomber fl ies over a fi re-scorched area in Manitoba.

Manitoba Hydro monitoring wildfires, 1,500 without power

Continued on page 11



6   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, June 5, 2025

The Express Weekly News is published 
Thursdays and distributed through Canada 
Post to 11,396 homes. Republishing in whole or 
in part without permission is strictly prohibited.  
Printed in Canada by Prolifi c Printing.
This newspaper is supported 100% by advertising dollars. If you enjoy 
the paper and would like to see the newspaper grow and prosper visit 
any of the advertisers and businesses in our rural communities. – Keep 
your dollars working at home and shop local. Our commitment to you, the 
reader – we connect people through stories to build stronger communities.

OUR EDITORIAL STAFF

ADDRESS
74 Patterson Drive, Stonewall Industrial Park

Box 39, Stonewall, MB R0C 2Z0

PAPER DELIVERY OR FLYER CONCERNS
Christy Brown, Distribution Mgr.:  204-467-5836

>  EMAIL US
Letters to the Editor: news@expressweeklynews.ca  

Classifi eds: ads@expressweeklynews.ca

News: news@expressweeklynews.ca

Print: igraphic@mymts.net

Advertising Deadline: Monday 4:00 pm 
prior to Thursday Publication

View the Express Weekly News online at
www.expressweeklynews.ca

Patricia Barrett - 
Reporter/Photographer
Cell 204-407-6099 patricia@expressweeklynews.ca

ADVERTISING OR PRINT
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Lana Meier 204-292-2128
ads@expressweeklynews.ca
PHONE  204-467-5836
FAX  204-467-2679

oiceVoiceV WinklerThe Morden

elkirk elkirk     ecordecordSelkirk elkirk     ecordecordSelkirk   ecordS The

PUBLISHER
Lana Meier

SALES
Brett Mitchell

ADMINISTRATION
Allana Sawatzky

DISTRIBUTION
Christy Brown

PRODUCTION
Nicole Kapusta

ADMINISTRATION
Jo-Anne Procter

ADMINISTRATION
Corrie Sargent

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Jennifer McFee

PRODUCTION
Debbie Strauss

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Patricia Barrett

PRINT
Dan Anderson

OUR SISTER PUBLICATIONS

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Kieran Reimer

By Jennifer McFee
While a recent fatal accident weighs heavy on so many 

hearts, some people are speaking up about the need to bol-
ster safety at a dangerous intersection. 

On May 21, Nicholas Palmer of Stonewall lost his life in a 
collision at the junction of highways 8 and 67. A few weeks 
prior, his mom Shirley drove past an accident at the same 
spot. She recalls that she used to jokingly tell Nicholas to 
always check 1,000 times before crossing. 

“I don’t have answers as to why he thought it was clear 
and drove out,” she said. “But what I’m fi nding out is that 
others have been advocating for change for years at this 
intersection and nothing has been done.”

As a family, they visited Birds Hill Park countless times, 
and Shirley shared some observations about the drive.

“Out of all the intersections you cross, I do know that this 
is the only one where the speed limit is still 100 kilome-
tres per hour — and we all know how much faster people 
travel than that. Vehicles can come up suddenly. Do they 
need lights? I’m not sure,” she said. 

“All I know is that too many accidents are continuing 
to happen, and I must now join the fi ght to do what I can 
to save other people from what happened to my Nicho-
las. When I’m fi nished with focusing on my family and 
preparing for my son’s funeral, I will be doing all I can to 
fi ght. Whether it be writing letters to elected offi  cials, go-
ing around with a petition — I’m not sure how, but I will 
do all I can.”

Stonewall resident Kimberley Glowacki is adding her 
voice to advocate for change.

“I am a nurse who has travelled down this highway over 
the past 21 years. I have seen countless accidents at this 
intersection and feel it’s past time to put lights up at the 
intersection,” she said. 

“I was driving past the accident when EMS and police 
were at the scene post Nick’s accident, unknowing who 
was involved. My daughter had the pleasure of growing 
up with Nick in our small community. I have learned that 
he was a strong advocate for all mankind. I hope we can 
now advocate for him in his absence.”

For 25-year-old Delta Hannah, news of Nick’s accident 
struck close to her heart. 

“This isn’t the fi rst tragic accident to directly aff ect my 
family with a vehicle and semi truck,” said Delta, a life-
long Stonewall resident. 

“It blew my mind when I heard of the accident, as I had 

just driven through the intersection 20 minutes before-
hand. It blew my mind again when my mother — Ms. 
Hannah, who teaches at the elementary in Stonewall — 
told me the next day it was her scheduled substitute teach-
er’s son.” 

For the past year and a half, Delta has driven up and 
down Highway 8 every day for work. She always keeps 
in mind some advice from a Manitoba Public Insurance 
representative that she heard years ago: “If you’re driving 
110 kilometres down a highway, that 10-kilometre diff er-
ence in speed can cost someone’s life.”

“This is something I will never forget hearing. I began to 
think about how rare it is for drivers behind me to follow 
the signage when I’m using the proper lane to turn right, 
heading back home across 67,” she said. 

“I fi rmly believe that some sort of traffi  c control in this 
intersection would not only improve the fl ow of traffi  c 
during peak times but save lives.”

Nicholas Palmer of Stonewall had his life tragically cut short 

in a collision at the intersection of highways 8 and 67. His 

death has renewed calls for improved safety measures at 

the dangerous junction.

Speaking out for safer intersections
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By E. Antonio
The RM of Grahamdale’s Faulkner 

Waste Disposal Grounds expansion 
project is moving into the planning 
stage.

In 2024, the Province of Manitoba 
approved a $125,000 grant under the 
Manitoba Growth, Renewal and Op-
portunities for Municipalities fund to 
support the expansion. The Faulkner 
site services multiple communities 
within the RM, including Steep Rock.

Devan McCoubrey, assistant chief 
administrative offi  cer, said the RM 
has been preparing for the expan-
sion for several years after noticing 
the current waste cell was reaching 
capacity — particularly with the an-
ticipated growth in Steep Rock.

The RM has hired JR Cousin Consul-
tants to provide engineering services 
for the project, including design, ten-
dering and construction administra-
tion. McCoubrey said the size of the 
new waste cell will be determined 
by JR Cousin Consultants based on 
the Population and Waste Generation 
Assessment report, which council ac-
cepted at its May 22 meeting.

“JR Cousins uses a lot of diff erent 
formulas and algorithms to calculate 

how much waste is generated per 
person — whether that person is a 
full-time resident, a seasonal cottager, 
a camper or a tourist making a day 
trip,” McCoubrey said. “Council has 
reviewed the report, which not only 
takes into account the current popu-
lation but also projected growth from 
future residents with the upcoming 
Steep Rock development.”

The design for the expansion is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of 
summer. Construction is slated to be-
gin in 2026, with costs to be included 
in the RM’s 2026 fi nancial plan. The 
new cell is projected to have a 20-year 
lifespan.

McCoubrey noted the RM is closely 
monitoring the capacity of its three 
other waste disposal sites and is en-
couraging residents to reduce their 
waste by recycling and using waste-
reduction tools such as the FoodCy-
cler.

IN OTHER GRAHAMDALE NEWS:
• Council has selected Jansen 

Road as the municipality’s major 
road construction project for 2025. 
This marks the third and fi nal phase 
of planned upgrades to the stretch. 

The scope of work will be announced 
in June, with completion expected 
in early fall. Planned improvements 
include reconstruction to a depth of 
two feet, resurfacing and shaping the 
shoulders on both sides of the road.

• Municipal dust control will 
take place in early June along Jansen 
Road, Little Birch Lake Road and in 
the Steep Rock town and cottage area.

• Reeve Craig Howse and 
Coun. Jason Bittner were appointed 
as the RM’s environmental monitors 

in April 2025. They will work with 
the Province of Manitoba as it de-
commissions two groundwater wells 
associated with the Lake Manitoba 
Outlet Channel Project. The province 
requested municipal participation in 
March. The wells were originally in-
stalled during the design phase of the 
project to gather site information but 
are no longer needed for continuous 
groundwater monitoring. The prov-
ince will reimburse the RM for any 
costs incurred.

Grahamdale moves forward with Faulkner Waste Disposal Grounds expansion

By Patricia Barrett
Sandy Hook-based songwriter and musician 

James Brose released a new CD that includes a nod 
to the Gimli Glider after working on the project for 
a few years while teaching local students.

Brose, who’s originally from Kenora and who has 
won and been nominated for a number of awards 
through a U.K. international songwriting contest, 
said he’s ecstatic about the release of his CD titled 
And Friends.

The CD features 11 tracks of rock, light rock and 
adult contemporary songs. It includes the song Fly 
Me Away, which was written in part for the 40th an-
niversary of the Gimli Glider, whose story riveted 
the airline industry and caught Brose’s attention 
at the time of the miraculous landing in 1983, and 
the pop rock track Let Me In that he co-wrote with 
George Belanger (lead singer of 1970s and 1980s 
Winnipeg band Harlequin) when they formed Har-
lequin II.

“It’s taken quite a few years to put the entire 
package together and, during this time, have gone 
through many personal changes, which of course 
has a tendency to appear one way or another in 
some aspects of my writing. COVID certainly im-
pacted my state of mind as with many others. It 
also impacted the lives of many people I personally 
knew, so accordingly one tune on the CD is dedi-
cated to the transitions some of us had to endure,” 
said Brose, who plays guitar and bass. 

“Most certainly, putting an entire CD of music 
that came about while strumming the guitar at the 
kitchen table, bringing it into a professional studio 
and then putting it out there can be quite the daunt-

ing but incredibly satisfying task.”
The idea for the title stems from the number of 

seasoned musicians on the CD who helped Brose 
put together tight and engaging songs. 

“This idea came about as a result of having so 
many incredible musicians participating and infl u-
encing the direction of my music,” said Brose. “This 

includes more than 30 professionals, including 
eight diff erent vocalists and fi ve guitarists, many 
from the Winnipeg musical community.”

The CD cover art features the Gimli Glider on 
the runway by local artist Manette Vandale, whom 
Brose commissioned.

Brose, who was classically trained as a child, said 
he’s on the lookout for potential bandmates in the 
surrounding area so that he can perform live as he 
did for years in the past, including touring with 
Harlequin. In the meantime, he’ll keep on writing 
new songs and teaching all genres of music to local 
students. 

“Despite dedicating a little time to fi nding some 
potential musical partners to perform as a band, 
nothing defi nite has appeared. As I hope to perform 
this material on stage some day, fi nding the perfect 
band members for such a show is always on the 
back of my mind,” said Brose. “In the meantime, I’ll 
keep up with teaching locally and, of course, work-
ing on some new music.”

And Friends is available on popular streaming ser-
vices including YouTube, Spotify and Apple. Peo-
ple can also directly purchase and download the 
CD and/or songs via the website Bandcamp.com 
where he’s listed as Jamie Brose.

“Despite the masses listening to streaming servic-
es, I’ve had quite a few enquire about the availabil-
ity of physical CD’s so that is something I am now 
focusing on,” he said. “For some, it’s always nice to 
have something physical in your hand, along with 
the lyrics and musical credits.”

IMAGE COURTESY OF JAMES BROSE
Cover of James Brose’s CD titled And Friends, which 

features a depiction of the Gimli Glider on Gimli 

Airport’s decommissioned runway where the airliner 

made an emergency landing in July 1983. Local artist 

Manette Vandale did the cover work.

Sandy Hook musician’s kitchen-table strumming leads to CD 
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Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park
Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

��������	���
�����������

AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Eriksdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

AA Arborg
Thursdays - 7:30 pm

Arborg Support Centre
327 Main Street

�������������������

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 

���������	��
���

A.A Meeting in Ashern 
Location: #11 2nd Ave North

- Pioneer Manor
( beside the main door entrance 

of Pioneer Manor)
Contact Jackiem.lwrc@gmail.com

Were you a student, 
a parent/guardian of a student, 

Division from 1992 to 2024? 
If so, please visit 

www.lakeshoresd.mb.ca 
for details of a cybersecurity 

incident experienced by a 
software provider called 

your personal information.

POWERSCHOOL 
SECURITY BREACH 

By Patricia Barrett 
The Lakeshore School Division con-

tinues to deal with the fallout of a cy-
ber attack and data theft that occurred 
in late 2024 against California-based 
company PowerSchool, which pro-
vides information-management soft-
ware that LSD and thousands of other 
school divisions across the world use.

The breach of PowerSchool occurred 
in December 2024 and the company 
alerted its clients in Canada, the U.S. 
and internationally.

Lakeshore has been keeping its 

students, parents and staff  updated 
through letters and website postings, 
and is currently alerting everyone 
who was part of the division between 
1992 and 2024 to visit LSD’s website 
for details of the data theft as it could 
impact them.

Donald Nikkel, LSD’s superinten-
dent of HR, policy and alternative 
program director, was unable to pro-
vide the Express with specifi c infor-
mation regarding the data breach, 
including whether the division will 
continue to use the software and 
whether it had received a ransom 
demand from any threat actor as the 
Toronto District School Board had in 
May — after PowerSchool said it had 
paid the hackers a ransom to have the 
stolen school-division data deleted. 

“The PowerSchool breach has im-
pacted a large number of divisions 
both in the Province of Manitoba, 
Canada and beyond. PowerSchool 
is also a third-party entity and is not 
owned, operated or controlled by the 
division, so we are limited in what we 
can say or comment on their breach,” 
said Nikkel last week. “Since we were 
fi rst made aware of the situation, we 
have been as transparent to our com-
munities as possible and we have 
posted regular updates on our web-
site.”

PowerSchool is cloud-based soft-
ware for managing K-12 school data 
and is used in 90 countries. The 
company was founded in 1997 and 
changed hands a number of times, 
with Apple once having acquired it. 
PowerSchool Canada opened in 2015. 

Information that LSD had acquired 
from PowerSchool indicated the 
hackers gained access to Power-

School’s Student Information System 
and acquired personal data between 
about Dec. 19 and Dec. 28, 2024. Pow-
erSchool said it became aware it “ex-
perienced a cybersecurity incident” 
on Dec. 28. 

In a May 6 communique 
to its community, Lake-
shore said the following 
data about its students 
were accessed: name, 
date of birth, gender, ad-
dress, contact informa-
tion, doctor’s name and 
phone number, relevant 
medical information (e.g., 
allergies), MET number, 
school ID number, enrol-
ment/registration records 
and/or relevant alerts 
(e.g., related to disci-
pline, guardian, custody 
or other issues) and the 
student’s parent or guard-
ian’s name and contact in-
formation. 

Staff  data that were ac-
cessed are name, date 
of birth, gender, phone 
number, address, school email ad-
dress, Professional School Personnel 
number and/or school ID number. 
The social insurance numbers of staff  
could also have been “potentially in-
volved.”

The division said no banking or 
credit card information of students 
and parents/guardians was stored 
in its PowerSchool software. As well, 
there was no banking and credit card 
information of LSD staff  stored.

Personal identifi cation is very valu-
able to hackers. They’ll use it to per-
petrate fi nancial fraud or re-sell it on 
the dark web to other criminals. Piec-
es of stolen personal data can be com-
bined with other stolen data to build a 
robust profi le of an individual. 

Thieves can use stolen data to open 
fake accounts, make purchases, and 
fi le false income tax returns to gain ac-
cess to funds. They can use SIN num-
bers, addresses and other personal 
details to apply for credit-cards, loans, 

mortgages, passports and driver li-
cences or open cellphone and utility 
accounts in the victim’s name. They’ll 
also sell personal medical information 
that can be used to blackmail victims 

for money, commit 
identity theft or pur-
chase prescription 
medication. 

The fear of crimi-
nals sharing or sell-
ing people’s person-
al data came to the 
fore on May 7 when 
the Toronto School 
Board District said 
it received a ransom 
demand connected 
to the 2024 Power-
School hack. That 
came after Power-
School said it had 
paid the hackers 
to delete the stolen 
data. The Calgary 
Board of Education 
and the Peel District 
School Board (On-
tario) also received 

ransom demands, according to media 
reports.

PowerSchool is off ering victims two 
years of free identity protection and/
or credit monitoring, and reached out 
to its victims via email with instruc-
tions on how they can take up the of-
fer.

In its May 6 communique posted on-
line, Lakeshore told students, parents 
and educators that PowerSchool is 
using three diff erent email addresses 
with information on how to activate 
the free protection off er. The division 
said it had contacted PowerSchool 
and had been “assured” by the com-
pany that three email addresses it’s 
using are “legitimate.”

Visit Lakeshore School Division’s 
website for more information: www.
lakeshoresd.mb.ca

The Evergreen School Division does 
not use PowerSchool software and 
was unaff ected by the breach, said su-
perintendent and CEO Scott Hill.

Student, staff  and 
parent data back 
to 1992 may be 
compromised

“SINCE WE WERE 

FIRST MADE AWARE 

OF THE SITUATION, 

WE HAVE BEEN AS 

TRANSPARENT TO 

OUR COMMUNITIES 

AS POSSIBLE AND 

WE HAVE POSTED 

REGULAR UPDATES 

ON OUR WEBSITE.” 

Lakeshore deals with fallout from PowerSchool data hack

able through Ragpickers.
Evening tickets are $45 for adults, 

$15 for children and free for kids un-
der four. The celebration wraps at 1 
a.m.

Organizers are hoping to draw more 
than 100 guests from across Manitoba 
and have promoted the event along-
side local businesses and accommo-
dations to help support regional tour-
ism.

“We’ve shared places to stay and 

places to check out on our website 
and social media,” Lindell said.

Parking is available at the rec centre 
and the adjoining lot. Recommended 
lodging includes the Eriksdale Inn, 
Sharptail Motor Inn, Lundar Motel, 
hotels in Arborg and various AirBnB 
options.

For tickets or more details, vis-
it Shadows and Starlight Fantasy 
Events on social media or online at 
shadowsandstarlightevents.com

 >  FANTASY, FROM PG. 4
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DETAILS AT SOUTHBEACHCASINO.CA

PUTT A PRIZE
SUNDAY, JUNE 15 2PM - 7PM

• We accept the Canadian Dental Care Plan
   and all other dental plans
• Arborg Clinic - 356 River Rd.
• Phone (204) 376-5838 for appointment
• After hours (204) 781-6409

•••

•
•
•

TOM KOSTER DENTURE CLINIC

Denturist

By Patricia Barrett
Imagination having run wild will be 

on display during the upcoming 24th 
Annual WAVE Interlake Artists’ Stu-
dio Tour.

Every summer and fall, WAVE 
member artists in communities such 
as Matlock, Winnipeg Beach, Gimli 
and Arborg open their studio doors 
and art caves to the public and share 
their innermost artistic thoughts, in-
spirational ideas and techniques. 

Mediums on display include paint, 
jewelry, sculpture, clay, wood, pho-
tography, metal and paper.

Visitors can conduct their own tour 
of diff erent studios to discover and 
unique arts and cultural expressions 
inherent in the region, as well as pur-
chase art.

One of the artists about to reveal his 
artistic secrets is Arborg-based Jerry 
Maryniuk. 

“This year’s Wave’s theme is ‘Imag-
ine,’” said Maryniuk, whose formal 
artistic training and work as a Winni-
peg Police forensic artist (now retired) 
is borne out in painting, sculpting, 
cartoons and book-writing. “With this 
in mind, I created a number of pieces 
from old cattle bones, gourds, wood, 
rock and clay.”

Maryniuk pays tribute to nature 
in some of his art, and he’ll have on 
display an owl he sculpted from the 
vertebrae of beef cattle. He said there 
will “many more such surprises” at 
his studio, as well as at other artists’ 

studio.
Maryniuk is probably best known 

for his thunder gourds, which people 
love. He grows the gourds himself 
and turns them into art. He’ll have 
those on display at his studio. He’ll 
also showcase forensic art — skel-
etal remains reconstruction, which 
Maryniuk did as a police offi  cer and 
which “most people fi nd very inter-
esting.” 

Visitors to his Arborg studio can also 
see the evolution of his work on a new 
cartoon called The Rusty Years.

“These new cartoons will appear 
in my next book, which is well on its 
way to being completed. It’s about old 
people laughing at getting old rather 
than crying about it,” said Maryniuk, 
who likes to instil humour in much of 
his art.

Visitors will have a chance to weigh 
in on future art pieces Maryniuk will 
be creating. 

Maryniuk is a co-founder of the Win-
nipeg Police Service retired members’ 
PTSD peer support group — which 
in addition to police offi  cers has fi re, 
paramedics, military and corrections 
personnel and civilian staff  in the 
group — and he’ll have art such as 
worry stones at his studio. 

“Worry stones are a tool for people 
with anxiety and other PTSD-related 
symptoms. The worry stones were 
collected by me and my wife on the 
shores of Lake Winnipeg,” he said. 

Maryniuk will be teaming up later 

this summer with artist Georgina Ball 
and the Arborg-based Creative Co-
coon to host an art show in Arborg on 
Aug. 8 and 9.

The summer WAVE tour is sched-

uled for June 7 and 8. 
For information about the 16 artists 

in the show and directions to their 
studios, visit www.watchthewave.ca

EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF JERRY MARYNIUK

Interlake artists sharing the secrets of their studios June 7-8

By E. Antonio
Cindy Harrison is retiring from the Lakeshore School Di-

vision after 16 years of dedicated service at Lundar School 
and Lundar Early Years School.

Throughout her career, she worked as both an educa-
tional assistant and secretary, drawn to the roles by her 
love of working with children and the positive school en-
vironment that kept her motivated.

“I truly enjoyed my job and the people I have worked 
with,” Harrison said.

In retirement, she looks forward to some well-earned 
rest — though she’s heard that life often gets even busi-
er after leaving work. Harrison plans to stay connected 
to the school community, with grandchildren attending 
school in both Eriksdale and Lundar.Cindy Harrison

Harrison retires after 16 years of service in Lundar schools
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON
Volunteers rolled up their sleeves in Gimli on May 27 for the Gimli Town Clean-up, collecting litter from streets, 

parks and ditches across the community. Participants dropped off  their full garbage bags at Access Credit 

Union, where they were treated to hot dogs, drinks, chips and freezies as thanks for their eff orts.

Gimli residents hit the streets to pick up trash, protect the environment

By Patricia Barrett
Gimli residents descended on the streets and the 

beach last week to pick up trash and raise aware-
ness of the importance of protecting their environ-
ment. 

The Gimli Chamber of Commerce and Access 
Credit Union — which sponsored the event — 
worked in partnership once again this year to orga-
nize the annual cleanup initiative that sees scores of 
residents and staff  from businesses get their gloves 
on and grab their bags to clear garbage from the 
streets, the beach and the Lake Winnipeg shoreline. 

Cheryl Buhler of the chamber’s destination brand 
committee said they got a healthy volunteer turn-
out for the scheduled cleanup on Tuesday after-
noon, but unspecifi ed numbers of people went out 
on their own at diff erent times to do their part.

“The weather was perfect. There was a good turn-
out of 46 people on site,” said Buhler, who regis-
tered volunteers along with Kim Giesbrecht of 
Right Choice Realty. “Other people told us they 
were going to pick up garbage, but they couldn’t do 
it at the time we had scheduled for the cleanup. So, 
they did that on their own time and let us know.”

Staff  from the Waterfront Centre, including Tris-
tin Tergesen and Kristin Strachan, looked after the 
Waterfront area clean-up outside the hours of the 
collective clean-up, for example, and people at Peli-
can Beach, just north of Gimli, cleaned that area at 
a diff erent time. 

“People here have a sense of pride in their com-
munity and they wanted to participate even though 
they couldn’t come out on cleanup day,” said 
Buhler.

As organizers do each year, they created a large 
map of Gimli and assigned registered volunteers to 
specifi c neighbourhoods and areas, said Buhler. Af-
ter a specifi c area was cleaned, the corresponding 
section of the map was coloured in, giving people a 
“sense of accomplishment.” Most areas of the town 
were targeted in the cleanup eff ort.

The Gimli Access Credit Union, which had a lot of 
staff  participating in picking up garbage, provided 
the volunteers with free hot dogs, chips, freezies 
and drinks.

Kathy Sauerborn, vice-president of retail banking, 
said ACU’s partnership with the chamber resulted 
in another successful town cleanup. And she’s en-
couraging all ages and groups to get involved in 
the annual event because a lot can be achieved with 
“many more hands” helping out.

“This will be an annual event, and our hope is to 
drive increased numbers of people cleaning up our 
town. A clean and beautiful town like Gimli has 
many benefi ts including attracting more visitors 
that boost our local tourism and fostering commu-
nity spirit and pride,” said Sauerborn. “Next year, 
we will look to start planning early in the year, set-
ting a date in May and challenging all of our busi-
nesses and residents to join us in the two-hour 
event.”

She added that ACU is happy to continue spon-
soring the food for volunteers during future clean-
up events.

Gimli chamber and Access 
Credit Union team up for 
collective cleanup day
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By Lana Meier 
A free fi lm screening and panel discussion set 

for Saturday, June 7 at the Gimli Theatre will 
shine a spotlight on the vital connections be-
tween Manitoba communities and the water-
ways they depend on.

Presented by the Westshore Foundation in 
partnership with the Gimli International Film 
Festival, the event runs from 12 to 2 p.m. and 
is part of a World Environment Day initiative 
aimed at raising awareness about the ecological 
and cultural importance of the province’s lakes 
and bays.

This year’s program features two documenta-

ries: Camp Morningstar, directed by Kevin Settee, 
tells the story of a sacred camp established on 
the east side of Lake Winnipeg in response to a 
proposed silica sand mine; and Tasiujarjuaq & 
Weeneebeg – Bays of Life, directed by Brian Newell 
and presented by National Geographic, follows 
Inuit and Cree communities collaborating with 
scientists to protect the ecosystems of Hudson 
and James Bay.

Following the screenings, a panel of local and 
provincial experts will take the stage to discuss 
current threats facing Manitoba’s lakes, water-
sheds and coastal areas, and what community 
members can do to help protect them.

The event is free and open to all ages.
“Film is a powerful way to connect people to 

the environment and inspire action,” said event 
organizers in a joint statement. “We hope this 
screening and conversation helps spark mean-
ingful dialogue around water protection in our 
province.”

World Environment Day 
event explores Manitoba’s 
waters and communities

Free environmental film screening and 
expert panel coming to Gimli Theatre

Call today if you would like to consign your items! 

 >   BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS, 

FROM PG. 5
reserves ($91,000) and through 
“other” ($91,000); an intercept 
sewer in 2026 ($201,000) funded 
through reserves ($100,500) and 
through “other” ($100,500); WM 
upgrades in 2027 ($891,000) and in 
2030 ($1,110,000) funded through 
borrowing ($1,000,500) and other 
($1,000,500); the lift station north in 
2027 ($600,000) that will be borne 
through borrowing ($300,000) and 
other ($300,000); and lagoon re-
pairs in 2028 ($450,000) that will 
be funded through borrowing 
($225,000) and other ($225,000). 

The Express reached out to the 
town and mayor for comment.

For more information about the 
budget, visit the Town of Arborg’s 
website www.townofarborg.com
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By Lana Meier
The sound of hundreds of motorcy-

cles echoed through Gimli on Satur-
day as the Manitoba Motorcycle Ride 
for Dad rolled through town, part of 
the annual provincewide fundraiser 
to fi ght prostate cancer.

The May 31 ride attracted more than 
1,200 registered riders who departed 
from Winnipeg’s Polo Park and trav-
elled through several Manitoba com-
munities, including Selkirk and Gim-
li, before returning to the city. Now 
in its 17th year, the event raised over 
$600,000 — bringing the ride’s total 
fundraising impact to $5.7 million 
since its inception.

“It’s a good cause and a reason for 
a bunch of people to get together,” 
said Scott Mullen, who made the trek 
with his 12-year-old son Jake. The 
father-son duo enjoyed a free burger 
after arriving in Gimli, part of a lunch 
served to the fi rst 500 riders courtesy 
of Lakeview Hotels, a major event 
sponsor.

“As a tourism partner, it’s important 
for Lakeview to support the Ride for 
Dad along with other events includ-
ing the Icelandic Festival, the Gimli 
Film Festival, MS Biking to the Viking 
and the Ice Festival to promote the 
town as a destination,” said Lakev-
iew’s vice-president of operations 
Chris Miller. “We have been involved 
with the Ride for Dad since the begin-
ning. It’s a great cause and always an 
exciting day for the community, sup-
ported by our great local volunteers 
that make these events possible.”

The annual ride is part of a six-week 
campaign to raise awareness about 
prostate cancer, which the Canadian 

Cancer Society says is the most com-
mon cancer aff ecting Canadian men. 
One in eight men will be diagnosed 
with the disease, and one in 30 will 
die from it.

Gimli residents lined the streets to 
show their support as the parade of 
riders rolled through. Volunteers also 
helped make the day possible, includ-
ing former Gimli mayor Randy Woro-
niuk, who was spotted helping with 
traffi  c direction. While similar events 
take place across the country, funds 
raised in Manitoba stay in Manitoba, 
supporting local research and educa-
tion. Proceeds from this year’s ride 
will go toward work being done at 
Winnipeg’s Genomic Centre for Pros-
tate Cancer Research.

Organizers praised the hospitality 
shown in each community along the 
route — with Gimli once again serv-
ing as a memorable stop for many rid-
ers and supporters alike.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CHRIS MILLER
Former Gimli mayor Randy Woroniuk helps direct motorcycle traffi  c in Gimli 

during the Manitoba Motorcycle Ride for Dad on Saturday. The annual fundraiser 

drew over 1,200 riders in support of prostate cancer research.

Scott Mullen and his 12-year-old son 

Jake enjoy a free burger during a lunch 

stop in Gimli as part of the Manitoba 

Motorcycle Ride for Dad on Saturday. 

Gimli welcomes riders for a cause during annual Motorcycle Ride for Dad
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By Annaliese Meier
Motorcyclists in Manitoba now have 

a new way to show their support in 
the fi ght against prostate cancer.

Manitoba Public Insurance has un-
veiled a new Ride for Dad specialty 
licence plate, with proceeds directed 
to the Manitoba Prostate Cancer Sup-
port Group. The announcement was 
made Saturday during the annual 
Ride for Dad kickoff  event in Winni-
peg.

“Working with groups like Ride 
for Dad, and the many others we’ve 
partnered with over the years, to 
create specialty licence plates helps 
generate critical funding for charities 
in the province,” said Satvir Jatana, 
president and CEO of MPI. “We are 
proud to support communities across 
Manitoba and groups like Ride for 
Dad and MPCSG, who are making a 
direct impact on the lives of people 
impacted by prostate cancer.”

The plate — the 15th design avail-
able under MPI’s Specialty Plate Pro-
gram — will cost $70, with $30 from 
each sale going to MPCSG. The orga-
nization off ers education, awareness 

and support to Manitobans aff ected 
by prostate cancer.

Justice Minister Matt Wiebe, who is 
also responsible for MPI, praised the 
partnership.

“Prostate cancer aff ects thousands of 
Manitobans, and our government is 
pleased to partner with MPI and un-
veil the Ride for Dad specialty licence 
plate in support of this very impor-
tant cause,” said Wiebe. “These plates 
are one way Manitobans can show 
solidarity in the fi ght against cancer 
and support life-saving research and 
education right here in our province.”

Since its inception, the Specialty 
Plate Program has raised more than 
$5.5 million for local causes.

Ride for Dad co-chair Moe Sabourin 
said the plate is already generating 
excitement in the motorcycle commu-
nity.

“The announcement of an offi  cial 
Manitoba Motorcycle Ride for Dad 
licence plate has the motorcycle com-
munity buzzing and will support 
prostate cancer awareness and educa-
tion throughout the province,” Sab-
ourin said.

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Offi  cials gathered to unveil the new Ride for Dad specialty licence plate, which 

will support prostate cancer awareness and education in Manitoba. Pictured 

from left: Justice Minister Matt Wiebe, Kirk Van Alstyne, Maria Campos, Carmen 

Nedohin and Moe Sabourin. 

Ride For Dad plate unveiled to support prostate cancer fight

By Lana Meier
Manitoba Public Insurance is con-

tributing $100,000 to the Canadian 
Red Cross to support thousands of 
people displaced by wildfi res burn-
ing across the province.

“This is a devastating situation, and 
it is incumbent on us to step up and 
help people who have had to evacu-
ate their homes and leave everything 
behind in the interest of safety,” said 
MPI president and CEO Satvir Jatana. 
“At times like these, we need to come 
together as a community and off er 
whatever support we can to ease the 
suff ering so many people are experi-
encing.”

More than 17,000 residents in north-
ern Manitoba have been forced to 
leave their homes due to wildfi re 
threats. The Red Cross is helping 
evacuees by coordinating emergency 
shelter, reception centres, fi nancial as-

sistance and longer-term recovery ef-
forts.

“Our hearts go out to those who are 
impacted by the wildfi res,” said Car-
men Nedohin, chair of MPI’s board 
of directors. “One thing Manitobans 
know how to do is support each other 
through a crisis, and MPI understands 
the importance of keeping each other 
safe. We wanted to do our part to 
help through this donation to the Red 
Cross, who are currently matching 
every dollar donated, doubling the 
impact of each contribution.”

The Red Cross is encouraging Mani-
tobans to donate, with all contribu-
tions going directly toward wildfi re 
relief and recovery in aff ected areas. 
Donations can be made online or by 
calling 1-800-418-1111.

The Manitoba government is pro-
viding ongoing updates on the wild-
fi re situation through its fi re bulletins.

MPI donates $100K to 
support wildfire evacuees
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY CORINNE EINARSSON
Contractors and vendors gathered at Arborg Home Hardware Building Centre’s 

appreciation event on May 29, which featured a steak dinner, prize giveaways and product 

showcases.

Arborg Home Hardware Building Centre hosts contractor appreciation evening
By Lana Meier

Arborg Home Hardware Building Cen-
tre hosted a contractor appreciation event 
on May 29, welcoming more than 100 
contractors and 16 vendors.

These professionals play a vital role in 
the community’s growth by supporting 
local homeowners with renovations, ex-
pansions and new builds — from houses 
to sheds and barns. Their continued busi-
ness has brought increased activity and 
sales to both the store and the broader 
community. The event was a way to ex-
press appreciation for their ongoing sup-
port.

The evening featured a steak dinner 
with baked potatoes, beans, garlic toast, 
beverages and dessert, all catered by Al-
vina Reimer and her team. Guests also 
had a chance to win a variety of prizes, 
including two grand prizes: a Louisiana 
Pellet Grill awarded to Delaney Klassen, 
owner of Lane’s Exteriors, and a Milwau-
kee six-piece cordless tool set awarded to 
Ryan Pochailo of Sigurdson Electric.

Several vendors were also on hand to 
showcase their products and share in-
sights on how they can support custom-
ers’ projects. Many played a key role in 
making the evening a success by spon-
soring meals, apparel giveaways and 
other event elements.

Special thanks go to Owens Corning 
and Doman Building Materials for gener-
ously sponsoring the dinner.
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By Kieran Reimer

Storm FC dropped their Manitoba 
Major Soccer League season opener 
on Friday with a 1-0 loss to Crescent-
wood at Buhler Recreation Park.

The Arborg-based squad now sits at 

0-1 to start the Division 4 campaign.
Storm will look to bounce back on 

Thursday when they return to Buhler 
to face Real Sociedads. Kickoff  is set 
for 7:30 p.m.

Storm FC edged in 
season opener at Buhler

By Patricia Barrett
With out-of-control wildfi res in 

Manitoba having forced about 17,000 
people from their homes last week 
— with even more evacuated on the 
weekend — and burned thousands 
of hectares of land, First Nations and 
other communities in the Interlake 
are stepping up to help support peo-
ple fl eeing the disaster. 

As wildfi res intensifi ed last week, 
Peguis First Nation proactively of-
fered to house up to 300 evacuees. By 
last Friday afternoon, the First Nation 
community had about 65 evacuees 
staying in its arena. 

Peguis’ northern neighbour, Fisher 
River Cree Nation, and Gimli’s Ev-
ergreen Basic Needs also stepped up 
to provide assistance to the evacuees 
who’ve been off ered safe harbour in 
Peguis.

Peguis Emergency Operations Cen-
tre’s (PEOC) emergency management 
coordinator Marjorie Nielsen said she 
reached out last week to her coun-
terparts at the provincial Emergency 
Measures Organization with an off er 
from Peguis to help shelter evacuees 
from the north.

“We volunteered to take people in. 
I phoned and asked if they needed a 
place for people to come,” said Nielsen 
last Friday afternoon by phone as she 
and other staff  were busy coordinat-
ing the humanitarian relief eff ort and 
organizing the shelter at the Peguis 
Multiplex Centre. “The maximum 
number of people I said we could take 
was 300. Right now, we have 65 evac-
uees, but there’s supposed to be more 
coming today. I don’t know where the 
people are coming from, but it could 
either be Flin Flon, Cross Lake, Nor-
way House or Pukatawagan. We were 

asked if we wanted to shelter people 
from a specifi c area, but it doesn’t 
matter to us where the people come 
from.”

The PEOC coordinates responses to 
natural disasters and other emergen-
cies to prevent or minimize the loss of 
life and property, prevent damage to 
the environment and the restoration 
of essential services. 

The province declared a state of 
emergency last week. There were 22 
active wildfi res burning across the 
province as of last Thursday. Premier 
Wab Kinew said he expects more 
people from northern Manitoba to be 
evacuated and sent to communities 
around the province, with the major-
ity coming to Winnipeg. 

On Saturday, a mandatory evacu-
ation was underway for about 430 
people in Cranberry Portage after 
fi re destroyed power lines overnight, 
caused deteriorating air quality and 
closed part of Highway 10, according 
to media reports. 

Nielsen said some of the evacuees 
that arrived in Peguis said they’re 
homesick while others are glad to be 
away as they didn’t sleep while fi res 
were threatening their communities.

“People are really lonesome for 
home; some are saying they want to 
go home. And others are saying they 
never slept for two days,” she said.

Peguis’ humanitarian assistance is 
being supported by Fisher River Cree 
Nation, which has off ered a number 
of free services to help the evacuees 
with practical matters such as laun-
dry, as well as recreational activities.

“Fisher River is off ering free laun-
dromat service to our evacuees be-
cause they’ll have bedding that will 
eventually need to be washed, plus 

towels and their clothing,” said 
Nielsen. “Fisher River’s coordinator 
is also off ering free recreation services 
for evacuees.”

Those recreational services include 
a bowling alley, pool tables, darts, in-
fl atables, indoor basketball nets, out-
door rink, baseball diamond, Netfl ix, 
television and a couch area, a play 
park, beach volleyball, golf, a skate 
park and horseshoe pits. Evacuees 
arriving by vehicle can also get a free 
car wash in Fisher River.

And Peguis itself will be providing a 
number of additional services to evac-
uees to keep their minds off  the fi res.

“Our recreational staff  person on 
Peguis is pretty darn awesome,” she 
said. “He’s set up a big-screen TV for 
movies for the kids and is working 
on transportation to get them to the 

beach. Plus we have an arcade, Xbox 
and Nintendo, pool tables, rollerblade 
fl oor hockey and basketball nets. Our 
recreational department is also of-
fering to take people on outings. We 
have our own baseball fi eld and vol-
leyball courts here too.”

The Evergreen Basic Needs food 
bank and second-hand store in Gimli 
sprang into action when it heard Pe-
guis had off ered to take in up to 300 
evacuees and needed items such as 
bedding and towels. 

EBN executive director Karen Bow-
man said she rounded up the items, 
and local restaurant Carlo’s Cucina 
off ered to get it up to Peguis, which is 
about 124 kilometres north of Gimli.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY MANITOBA HYDRO
Wildfi res have toppled hydro poles and scorched thousands of hectares of forest 

and land in Manitoba.

Fisher River Cree Nation, Gimli’s Evergreen 
Basic Needs providing backup support 

Peguis First Nation volunteers to shelter up to 300 wildfire evacuees

Continued on page 17



16   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, June 5, 2025

By Lana Meier
The crack of the bat and cheers from 

the dugouts signalled more than just 
another ball game in Lundar this past 
Saturday.  

After more than two decades of hope, 
planning and perseverance, the com-
munity of Lundar offi  cially opened its 
new baseball park — a milestone mo-
ment for local sports and a testament 
to grassroots determination.

The new facility replaces Drew’s 
Field, which had kept baseball alive 
in the community for nearly 25 years 
thanks to the generosity of Brad and 
Diana who allowed their private fi eld 
to be used by local teams.

“Without them, baseball would have 
died here,” said Blaine Fortin, who 
helped lead the charge on the new de-
velopment. “Now, we have four fi elds 
— two full shale fi elds, one grass and 
one with grass infi eld and shale paths 
where the kids can play. We can host 
tournaments, run practices and play 
multiple games all at once.”

The new ballpark features, large 
dugouts outfi tted with seats sal-
vaged from Canad Inns Stadium and 
a central building with a canteen, 
two washrooms and a storage room. 
Outfi eld fencing is the next major ad-
dition, expected to be installed in the 
near future.

Fortin said the dream of a perma-
nent baseball facility in Lundar dates 
back more than 20 years. The initial 
groundwork was done by David Sig-
fusson, while Hope Sigfusson helped 
secure early grant funding. The proj-
ect was put on hold for years, but For-
tin revived it several years ago with 
fresh determination.

“I had no experience building a 
baseball facility,” he said. “But once I 
put a basic plan together, I had help 
from people with more experience. 
Sandra Johnson, with her engineering 
background, was huge. Ross Tycoles 
also helped a lot with measurements 
and design. I learned so much from 
him.”

Among the biggest early challenges 
was clearing the fi eld areas — espe-
cially picking stones, which Fortin 
said felt endless. Once the land was 

cleared, volunteers installed back-
stops and began shaping the dia-
monds.

Funding came from a wide range 
of sources. Nearly $125,000 in grants 
were secured, $150,000 from the prov-
ince and the Jays Care Foundation 
contributed $75,000 to help build dug-
outs and install fencing on three of the 
four diamonds. The RM of Coldwell 
provided additional support, and the 
project received donations from local 
businesses, families and community 
groups including the MMF Local and 
the All Canada Goose Shoot. Ongo-
ing fundraising eff orts led by players 
and their families have also been a 
major success. J & M Industries out of 
Brandon installed the backstops and 
dugouts. Volunteers built the seating 
inside the dugouts with the stadium 
seats. 

“We were extremely blessed by the 
level of support,” said Fortin. “This 
really is a community-built park.”

With help from J5 Enterprises, who 
provided essential fi eld maintenance 
equipment, the diamonds are now 
ready for full use. The park will serve 
Lundar Minor Ball, Rally Cap, a new-
ly formed slo-pitch league, and the 
high school baseball team.

The grand opening event featured 
games between Lundar’s minor 
teams — two teams in each division 
from 9U to 15U — plus a Rally Cap 
practice and a light-hearted match be-
tween the 12U girls and their moms.

“This isn’t just about baseball. It’s 
about creating opportunities, bring-
ing people together, and building 
something lasting,” said Fortin.

The fi elds were already tested last 
summer when Lundar hosted the 
Merv Farmer Regionals, welcoming 
17 teams from across the region. All 
four diamonds were in play at the 
same time — something Fortin said 
hadn’t been seen in the community 
before.

“I remember Erin and I driving up 
and seeing 
the park-
ing lot full, 
kids on ev-

ery diamond. It was emotional,” 
he said. “We had people tell us 
they’ve lived here for 50 years and 
never seen anything like it. That’s 
what makes all the time and work 
worth it.”

Fortin said countless volunteers 
made the grand opening possible, 
with many hands helping out in 
the fi nal week to prepare the site.

“I’m probably forgetting a few 
names,” he said. “But I just want 
to thank everyone who’s helped 
— from the early stages to the fi n-
ishing touches. This park belongs 
to all of us.”

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY AVA CAMERON
Dignitaries and community leaders gathered for the offi  cial opening of Lundar’s 

new baseball park on Saturday, including Baseball Manitoba president Roger 

Langlais, Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson, community volunteer Blaine Fortin 

and Virgil Johnson.

Lundar celebrates grand opening of new baseball park
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 >  PEGUIS EVACUATION, FROM PG. 15
“We’re going to be taking some box-

es over to Carlo’s, who’s arranging to 
transport it to Peguis,” said Bowman 
last Friday.

When asked what EBN could pro-
vide to the RM of Gimli should it off er 
to house evacuees in the municipality, 
Bowman said she was trying to deter-
mine what its needs are.

“We know the Red Cross is involved 
and other organizations such as emer-
gency measures and they will coordi-
nate responses. But I don’t know what 
they cover,” she said. “At this point, 
EBN is saying [to the municipality] to 
let us know what you need, and if we 
can help you we will. If we’re asked to 
help with food on a short-term basis, 
we’d be available to do that,”

She said she was able to speak with 
Gimli Coun. Andy Damm to see 
whether the RM could use back-up 
support. 

“I let [Coun. Damm] know that the 
RM can keep EBN in mind if there’s 
anything we can do to help,” said 
Bowman. “We’re ready and willing to 

help with whatever the RM might 
need; we will do our part.”

The Express reached out to the RM 
of Gimli, asking whether the munici-
pality is planning to off er space to 
wildfi re evacuees, but didn’t receive 
a response.

The paper reached Coun. Andy 
Damm, who was attending the Fed-
eration of Canadian Municipalities’ 
conference in Ottawa last week. He 
said he and his three fellow council-
lors want to do what they can in the 
face of this quickly evolving humani-
tarian crisis. 

“Gimli is acutely aware of the rap-
idly spreading fi res and the devastat-
ing eff ect they’re having on our fel-
low Manitobans. Gimli has an airport 
and road links, and we could possibly 
source accommodations through lo-
cal establishments and use the dor-
mitory [an RM-owned facility with 
bedrooms, kitchen etc.] if given the 
go-ahead,” said Damm. “My three 
fellow councillors have indicated they 
are on board with whatever Gimli can 

off er, and I’m proud to be associated 
with them and [appreciate their will-
ingness] to try to help Manitobans in 
need during these diffi  cult times.”

The provincial government told the 
Express it’s in the process of exploring 
housing options for evacuees.

“The province is exploring all kinds 
of scenarios for housing evacuees. 
Evacuees are all over the province.
Many have chosen to stay with 
friends and family; others are in ho-
tels around the province (Dauphin, 
Brandon, Winnipeg, etc),” said a 
spokesperson.

Nielsen said some of the evacuees 
that arrived in Peguis have health-
care needs that require a little bit 
more attention. 

A child with autism was evacu-
ated with his grandmother, and she’s 
afraid to sleep at night in the arena 
because he might wander off . Nielsen 
might be able to set them up inside 
a dressing room as it has a door. 
They’ve also had some babies arrive 
on Thursday night who were ill, one 
throwing up and another with diar-

rhea that required diapers of a certain 
size they didn’t have. 

The band’s SunLodge Village, 
which off ers space for traditional In-
digenous teachings, celebrations and 
other events, is housing some elderly 
evacuees in its bunkhouse cabins. 
One man had required nursing atten-
tion because the cot in the arena was 
too hard for him.

Nielsen said they needed strollers 
and playpens on Friday morning and 
a call was put out. Now she’s looking 
for donations of small tents and/or 
room dividers or privacy screens. 

“I have people situated in the mid-
dle of the rink and our arena lights 
don’t fully dim. A lot of the evacu-
ees were saying it’s too bright so I’m 
thinking we need small tents they can 
set up inside the arena so they’ll have 
some shade and can sleep better. That 
would also give them some privacy. 
We have no wall dividers,” she said.

Inquiries and off ers of assistance can 
be directed to Peguis’ emergency co-
ordinator Marjorie Nielsen by email 
at emergency.coord@peguis.ca

By E. Antonio
Author and screenwriter Ryan Sout-

er continues to thrive in the creative 
arts community with the release of his 
fourth novel, Hope Unites, published 
in November 2024.

Souter, who grew up in Selkirk, has 
long had a passion for creative writ-
ing.

“When I am storytelling, I am in my 
bloom,” he said.

Hope Unites is the second install-
ment of the Hope trilogy and follows 
the events of Hope Rises. Souter said 
he wanted to create a series centred 
on a strong female lead. The trilogy, 
recommended for mature readers, is a 
dystopian thriller that follows Hope’s 
charismatic journey as she battles ob-
stacles in a shifting world.

He originally intended to write a 
standalone novel about Hope but 
soon realized one book wasn’t enough 
to fully explore the character.

“It was feeling sluggish. I needed to 
fi nd a way to develop Hope’s persona 
and keep the story moving,” he said.

The trilogy now captures the begin-
ning, middle and end of Hope’s life.

Before turning to novels, Souter be-
gan his writing career with screen-
plays. He said his early scripts were 
heavily infl uenced by the cities he 
lived in, which restricted his creative 
freedom. Writing novels, he said, has 
allowed him to expand his settings 
and imagination.

“I can create entire worlds on a page 
— there is no limit to the imagination. 

You can go with the 
fl ow and turn a story 
into something so much 
more,” he said.

Souter credits a high 
school production of 
Frankenstein for igniting 
his love of storytelling. 
Playing the monster in-
spired him to begin cre-
ating compelling char-
acters of his own.

“I loved the depth the 
character had,” he said. 
“It opened a new world 
for me.”

Though he isn’t en-
tirely sure what in-
spired him to become a 
novelist, Souter said the 
hobby quickly became a 
passion. He began writ-
ing novels alongside his 
fi lm work and said the 
two forms have similar 
structure, though novels 
require more eff ort.

“It is a juggling act between the fi lm 
and book work … but if you like to 
write, you are always going to make 
time for it,” he said. “When writing is 
in your blood, you have to put your-
self out there and make it work.”

Souter said it took nearly three years 
to complete his fi rst novel, but he en-
joyed the process. He embraces all 
stages of writing — from planning to 
editing — and aims to connect deeply 
with his audience.

“You don’t just write for yourself,” 
he said. “You hope to entertain your 
readers and create a story they reso-
nate with. It is about the emotions 
faced by my characters and readers 
that carry my writing. When you 
have story depth, it makes the stories 
much more interesting.”

Now struck by what he calls a “writ-
ing bug,” Souter is taking a break 
from the Hope series to work on a 
new novel. He believes stepping away 
between books helps bring fresh ideas 

to a project. He encourages aspiring 
writers to be patient and persistent.

“If you quit, you will never know 
what you could have created,” he 
said. “Find your passion and don’t let 
self-doubt take control. We all have to 
start somewhere, and that start begins 
with you.”

Souter’s books, including Hope 
Unites, are available at the Gaynor 
Family Regional Library, the Cozy 
Fox and on Amazon.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Selkirk author Ryan Souter has published his fourth novel. Hope Unites, the second book in the 

Hope trilogy, is available at the Gaynor Family Regional Library, the Cozy Fox and on Amazon.

Local author publishes fourth novel in Hope trilogy
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SCRAP METAL
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, 
T R A C T O R S , 
COMBINES, FARM 
SCRAP, ANY METAL 
MATERIAL, ANY FARM 
MACHINERY. PH 
LONNIE AT 204-886-
3407 LVE. MESSAGE 
OR CELL AT 204-861-
2031.
––––––––––––––––––––
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

FEED & SEED
FORAGE SEED FOR 
SALE: Organic & 
conventional: Sweet 
Clover, Alfalfa, Red 
Clover, Smooth Brome, 
Meadow Brome, 
Crested Wheatgrass, 
Timothy, etc. Star City, 
SK. Birch Rose Acres 
Ltd. 306-921-9942.

CAMPERS/
TRAILERS

LIKE NEW 25’ 
Keystone Trailer. 
2022 – used 1 season 
$33,500 obo. In 
Autumnwood Resort. 
Can be moved. 
Wooden screened 
room and deck 
included. Transferable 
warranty valid until 
2029. Contact 647-
403-1553.

PROPERTY FOR SALE
70 acres of pasture & 
bush at NW15-18-2E 
near Teulon & Gimli. 
Build anytime! Hydro 
nearby. Driveway 
access approved. 
$135,975. Call Charity 
Reimer at 204-990-
8531.
––––––––––––––––––––
Nice 20-acre retirement 
or subdividing 
opportunity 4 miles 
west of Brandon on 
paved road. 1,572 
sq. ft. home including 
appliances, wheelchair 
accessible, 1-level, 
attached garage. 
Also, additional 
adjoining subdivided 
5-acre lot. Immediate 
possession, private 
sale. $750,000. Call 
1-204-723-0083 for 
appointment to view, 
anytime.

MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

NNOOTTIICCEE OOFF
PPUUBBLLIICC HHEEAARRIINNGG

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter(s):

THE MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON BY-LAW NO. 05-2025
Being an amendment to the Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton Zoning By-law No. 04-2024, as amended.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

HEARING Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton
LOCATION: Council Chambers

329 River Road, Arborg, MB

DATE & June 12, 2025
TIME: 9:00 am

APPLICATION: RMB-25-02R

AFFECTED Pt. RL 46/47-22-2 EPM
AREA: Roll 55806

GENERAL To rezone an area in the
INTENT: Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton 

from "AL" Agricultural Limited 
Zone to “CH” Commercial 
Highway Zone, to accommodate 
a future subdivision and 
development.

FOR Nancy Thom, CAO/Development Officer
INFO Eastern Interlake Planning District
CONTACT: 62 – 2nd Avenue  PO Box 1758 Gimli, MB R0C 1B0

Ph:  204-642-5478   Fax:  204-642-4061   
Email:  eipd@mymts.net Website:  www.interlakeplanning.com

___________________________________________________________________________________

A copy of the circulation package may be provided/inspected at the location noted above during normal office hours, 
Monday to Friday; alternatively, a copy may be emailed upon request.

Please note, if you have received this notice in the mail, it includes the circulation package.    
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APARTMENT
FOR RENT

1 bdrm. suites 
available in Teulon - 
$898 monthly. Farview 
Place is seeking new 
55+ Seniors for our 
independent living 
cooperative housing 
apartment building. 
Suites are spacious 
and includes Valley 
Fiber Phone, Internet 
& TV, hydro and 
water. Our building 
is 5 storeys and has 
an elevator, paid 
parking, 4 laundry 
rooms, exercise 
room, lounge for 
family gatherings and 
events, fridge & stove 
in each suite. Local 
amenities include 
grocery store, post 
offi  ce, Shoppers Drug 
Mart, Access Credit 
Union, medical clinic, 
several restaurants & 
small shops. Please 
contact Andrea at 
204-886-2760 or 
farviewplace1989@
gmail.com for more 
information.

HELP WANTED
Overland Truck 
Outfi tters, the leader 
in truck caps and truck 
accessories, is looking 
for a reliable motivated 
person to install truck 
accessories. Bring 
resume to Overland 
Truck Outfi tters, 102 
Aviation Blvd. St. 
Andrews. 204-338-
4292.

WATER TREATMENT
Pentair softeners. Iron 
removers. Reverse 
osmosis systems 
$298. All sizes water 
housings and fi lters. 
Well-rite 20 gallon 
pressure tank $295. 
Res Care softener 
cleaner $29. All 
Seasons 204-661-
8581.

UPCOMING EVENTS
YOU ARE INVITED! 
Manitoba Highland 
Gathering - June 21 
& 22, 2025 in East 
Selkirk, MB. Swords, 
Heavies, Paddling, 
Highland Dance, Pipes 
& Drums, Villages, 
Cars, Animals, Market 
& Food, Unicorns 
(Sunday only)! 
https://manitobahigh
landgathering.org

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all 
unwanted fi rearms. 
Fully licensed for both 
non-restricted and 
restricted. Anywhere 
from individual items 
to estates. Cash 
buyer, paying top 
dollar. Please call or 
text Adam at 204-795-
2850.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS 
RELEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the 
information into the 
right hands for ONLY 
$35 + GST/HST. Call 
MCNA 204-947-1691 
for more information. 
See www.mcna.com 
under the “Types of 
Advertising” tab for 
more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
NEED CLASS 1 
DRIVERS? SUMMER 
HIRING? SELLING 
SOMETHING? Jump 
on our great prices 
and start getting 
responses! Book your 
blanket classifi ed ads, 
seen in the 31 Member 
Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ 
homes in Manitoba. 
Please 204-467-5836 
or MCNA at 204-947-
1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA 
- Manitoba Community 
N e w s p a p e r s 
Association. www.
mcna.com

FINANCIAL
SERVICES

Private mortgage 
lender. All real estate 
types considered. 
No credit checks 
done. Deal direct 
with lender and 
get quick approval. 
Toll free 1-866-405-
1228 www.fi rstand
secondmortgages.ca

HEALTH
Are you suff ering 
from joint or arthritic 
pain? If so, you owe 
it to yourself to try elk 
velvet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that 
work to stimulate 
red blood cell 
production & cartilage 
cell regeneration 
& development. 
Stonewood Elk 
Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or email 
stonewoodelkranch@
gmail.com

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 

or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

Call 204-467-5836

Remember 
Your Loved 

Ones
with an 

Announcement 
in the



Classifi ed Classifi ed 
booking booking 

deadline is deadline is 
Monday at Monday at 

NOON prior to NOON prior to 
Thursday’s Thursday’s 
publication publication 
Please Call Please Call 

204-467-5836204-467-5836
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NOTICE OF  
PUBLICC HEARING 

On the date and at the time and location shown below, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held to receive 
representations from any person(s) who wish to make them in respect to the following matter(s):

THE RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GIMLI BY-LAW NO. 25-0003
Being an amendment to the Gimli Zoning By-law No. 11-0013, as amended.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR Nancy Thom, CAO/Development Officer, Eastern Interlake Planning District
INFORMATION 62 2nd Ave, Box 1758 Gimli MB R0C 1B0  -   Ph:  204-642-5478   Fax:  204-642-4061
CONTACT: Email:  eipd@mymts.net       website:  www.interlakeplanning.com
___________________________________________________________________________________

A copy of the circulation package may be provided/inspected at the location noted above during normal 
office hours, Monday to Friday; alternatively, a copy may be emailed upon request.

Please note, if you have received this notice in the mail, it includes the circulation package.    

HEARING 
LOCATION:

RM of Gimli Council Chambers
62 – 2nd Avenue
Gimli, Manitoba

DATE &
TIME:

June 25, 2025
11:00 am

APPLICATION: RMG-25-03R

AFFECTED 
AREA:

Pt. NE ¼ 17-19-4 EPM, 
Being Lot 23, Plan 16603
#8 – 7th Avenue
Roll No. 147000

GENERAL 
INTENT:

To rezone an area in the 
RM of Gimli from "RS" 
Residential Single-Family
Zone to "CH" Commercial 
Highway Zone, for the 
expansion of commercial 
development.

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GIMLI
UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACTNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE PLANNING ACT

NOTICEE OFF  
PUBLIC HEARING ��������

�	�	
���

��������	
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
Winnipeg Beach, 204-389-2023 

info@eddiesgravel.com

INTERLAKE CATTLEMENS 
CO-OPERATIVE ASSOCIATION LTD.

(ASHERN AUCTION MART)
ATTENTION:  

FARMERS AND RANCHERS

ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING

Monday  June 16, 2025
At 8:00 PM

Auditors Financial Report
Election of Directors

Any questions call 204-768-2360
icca@mymts.net

www.ashernauctionmart.com
License #1128

 60. Bitterly regret
 61. Anwar __, Egyptian 

statesman

CLUES DOWN
  1. Satisfy
  2. European health advocate
  3. Expression of annoyance
  4. Strong liquor 
  5. Large red deer
  6. Holder of less common 

religious beliefs
  7. West Indian shrub
  8. Family of proteins
  9. Wealthy, infl uential business 

leader
 10. Low spirits
 11. Approves food
 12. Monetary unit of Iran and 

Oman
 13. Mary __, cosmetics
 16. Expressed in pithy maxims
 18. Relaxing spaces
 22. The NFL’s big game
 23. Proof of payment (abbr.)
 24. Starchy preparation of dried 

orchid tubers
 25. Indicates near
 27. Minneapolis suburb
 28. Herring-like fi sh 
 29. Doctors’ group
 30. Pouches
 31. Bread dipping in sauce
 33. Commercials 
 35. A reminder of past events

 36. Affected by injury
 37. Geological time
 39. Stationary part of a motor
 42. Brings together
 43. Of sound mind
 44. Personal computer
 46. Without (French)
 47. A bank might give you one
 48. Agricultural testing 

organization
 49. A small island
 50. Type of gene
 51. Murres
 52. Card game
 53. A measure of human health
 54. Australian airline (abbr.)
 55. One point south of due west
 56. Affi rmative

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Marsh plant
  6. Southern constellation (“The 

Peacock”)
 10. Fogginess
 14. Home to Fools’ Day
 15. Absence of the sense of pain
 17. Popular November holiday
 19. Consume food
 20. Buddy
 21. Long-haired goat-antelope
 22. Japanese honorifi c
 23. Actor Malek
 24. One point south of southeast
 26. Illegal acts
 29. As fast as can be done
 31. Prevents harm to young
 32. Exclamation of satisfaction
 34. African nation
 35. Slow-moving animal
 37. Oh, goodness!
 38. A team’s best pitcher
 39. Cleanser
 40. Radioactivity units
 41. Expectorated matter
 43. Cover a wide range
 45. The central area of a church
 46. California capital (abbr.)
 47. Dutch painter Klaver
 49. 007’s creator
 50. Impression of dishonesty
 53. Northeastern sports rivalry
 57. Cloths
 58. Stalin’s police chief
 59. Hostelries

Crossword Answer

News Tips? Story Ideas?
call the Express 204-467-5836



Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 

Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

Your memory will live forever 
Engraved within our hearts
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“Respect others as 
you would like to be 

respected.”

- Narrows Sunset Lodge
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ANNIVERSARY

Happy 25th Anniversary
Heather-Marie and Raymond Hacault

May 27, 2025

OBITUARY

Alice Linda Dyck (nee Skuba)
February 24, 1950 – May 27, 2025

On May 27, 2025, Alice Linda Dyck, 75 years old of Moosehorn, MB. passed away with family 
by her side.

Cremation has taken place and a Graveside Memorial Service is being planned and will be 
announced at a later date.

Arrangements by:
ARNASON FUNERAL HOME

Ashern - Lundar
1.204.768.2072
1.866.323.3593

OBITUARY

Carole Boychuk (nee Smith)
July 13, 1948 – May 14, 2025

Suddenly, on May 14, 2025 at St. Boniface Hospital, Carole 
Boychuk passed away at the age of 76 years with family by her 
side.

Carole is survived by her husband John; son Sheldon (Shannon), 
daughter Shaylene (Brock) and grandchildren Rylee, Charly, 
Alaina, Ellie and Parker.

Special thanks to the entire Cardiac team at St. Boniface Hospital 
for their care helping us navigate a complex road with compassion.

In keeping with Carole’s wishes, cremation has taken place. A 
memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, June 14, 
2025 at the Eriksdale Recreation Centre with Rev. David Fielder 
offi  ciating. Interment will take place in the Eriksdale Municipal 
Cemetery with a luncheon to follow in the Hall.

Honorary Pallbearers that day will be Donna Kingsley, Wandis Day, Sandra Hogue, Marilyn 
Thompson and Audrey Sokoliuk.

Flowers are gratefully declined. Donations may be made in Carole’s memory to the E.M. Crowe 
Memorial Hospital Guild, c/o Debbie Lundale, Box 474, Eriksdale, MB R0C 0W0.

Arrangements by:
ARNASON FUNERAL HOME

Ashern - Lundar
1.204.768.2072
1.866.323.3593

IN MEMORIAM

In Loving Memory of
Cassie Tindall

December 21, 1993 – June 7, 2023
You left us beautiful memories,
Your love is still our guide;
And though we cannot see you,
You’re always by our side.

-Lovingly remembered by,
Mom – Leslie and Jeremy,

Grandparents – Steven and Kathie
Aunt and Uncle – Toni and Gary
Cousins – Coleton and Connor

Eddie’s Gravel Supply Ltd. is Hiring
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Heavy Truck/Trailer/Equipment Repair

204-389-2023
info@eddiesgravel.com

102086 Hwy #9, Wpg Beach, MB

DIESEL MECHANIC/
SUPERVISOR 
NIGHT SHIFT

Kletke Seed Farm Ltd 
is hiring for a Production  

Coordinator (office position). 
Forward resume to

 info@kletkeseedfarm.com
204-886-2822

11080 E Road 91N, Teulon, MB
Kletkeseeds.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES



Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 

Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

OBITUARY

Winnie Vilborg Johnson
January 9, 1929 – May 21, 2025

Winnie Vilborg Johnson (née Olason) was born on January 
9, 1929 in Caliento, Manitoba, to William and Christine Olason. 
She grew up in the small town of Piney, in Manitoba’s southwest 
corner. Her parents were originally from North Dakota, and her 
grandparents had emigrated from Iceland - heritage she carried 
with pride throughout her life.

A lifelong learner and determined spirit, Winnie pursued 
education as far as she possibly could. She completed Grade 10 in 
Piney, followed her sister Margaret to Oak Point to fi nish Grade 11, 
and graduated from Success Commercial College in Winnipeg with 
honours. Winnie’s life changed profoundly when she planted roots 
in Oak Point. There, she met and married her beloved husband, 
Lorne Johnson, on September 10, 1948. 

At the age of 50, in true Winnie fashion, she completed a four-year Manitoba Municipal 
Employees course through the University of Manitoba. Winnie began her career as a secretary 
before dedicating herself to public service. In 1968, she accepted a position with the Municipal 
Offi  ce in St. Laurent. A decade later, she was appointed Secretary-Treasurer, a role she held for 
13 years while also earning her diploma from the University of Manitoba. In 1981, she continued 
her public service in the RM of Coldwell as Secretary, where she remained until her retirement 
in 1992.

Winnie was predeceased by her husband Lorne, her son Lorne Neil, sons-in-law Brian Chartrand 
and Garry Diell, and grandson Tyler Chartrand.

She is survived by her children: Diane, Kerry (Laura), Lorraine (Doug), daughter-in-law Frances, 
brother David Olason and sister-in-law Aenone (Reg) Studler. She leaves behind her deeply 
cherished legacy, grandchildren Dennis, Pam, Lisa, Brandi, Jenni, Crystal, Leon, Adam, Mike, 
Mathew, Tom and Erik and 25 great-grandchildren, and four great-great-grandchildren.

In every role - whether professional, personal, or in the community - Winnie led with heart, 
resilience, and quiet strength. She was a woman of many talents. From gardening and canning 
to baking her bread often topped with her legendary raspberry jam, she nourished those around 
her with both food and love. Her knitting was a gift of both warmth and tradition, especially her 
handmade Icelandic sweaters, mittens, and socks.

Regardless of the season or time of day, her door was always open, her coff ee always on. No 
matter how busy life became, Winnie met it with a smile. She had an unshakable belief in health, 
family, and joy. She and Lorne were known for their speed and spirit - winning their respective 
races back in the 1950’s at Oak Point’s July 1st picnic, three years in a row.

Even in retirement, Winnie’s purpose was to serve. She volunteered with the St. Laurent Seniors 
Resource Program, off ered accounting support, and drove countless friends and neighbours 
to appointments. She also lent her time to the Canada 55+ Senior’s Summer Games and was a 
proud member of the Oak Point Ladies Club.

She curled. She bowled. She made traditional Icelandic dishes such as vinarterta, ponnukokur, 
skyr and rullupylsa. She took Icelandic and French lessons. She traveled - to Iceland twice, to 
Churchill, along Canada’s East Coast, down to Arizona, and even sailed on an Alaskan cruise.

Winnie embraced life fully - and perhaps, more importantly, joyfully. She taught her children to 
play rounders, bounced on trampolines with her grandchildren, and did countless puzzles. Music 
was part of her essence - she played piano, accordion, guitar, and organ, and she always sang 
with heart.

One of her favourite sayings was, “Let go and let God.” And now, after giving of herself to so 
many, for so long, it’s your turn to rest, Mom. Let go - knowing that everything you’ve done, all 
the ways you showed up for each of us, will never be forgotten.

Yours was a beautifully lived life. We will carry your spirit with us - forever.
The family thanks the staff  at Rosewood Lodge PCH for their genuine care and compassion 

in the last year as well as Winnie’s companions Heaven, Elvera and Jodi for their excellent care.
A Celebration of Life will be held at the Oak Point Community Hall on Saturday, June 14th at 

2:00 p.m.
If you wish to make a donation in Winnie’s memory, please consider Rosewood Lodge PCH, 

513-1st Ave N Stonewall MB R0C 2Z0 or the Alzheimer Society Manitoba at alzheimer.mb.ca
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OBITUARY

Lorne Harold Floyd
July 20, 1944 - May 30, 2025

It is with heavy hearts that we announce the passing of Lorne 
Harold Floyd, who departed this life on May 30th, 2025 at the age 
of 80. Lorne/Dad/Afi  passed away peacefully, surrounded by his 
loved ones, leaving behind a legacy of kindness, love, strength, 
and cherished memories.

Lorne is survived by his loving wife, Lorna, his devoted son 
and daughter-in-law, Stewart and Charla, and his precious 
grandchildren Braeden, Kylie and Kalan. He also leaves behind, 
his sisters, Alice Finnbogason, Doris Benson and their families.

Lorne is predeceased by his parents, Harry and Thruda Floyd, his 
son Ron and his infant sister Olive. He also joins his brothers-in-
law, Lloyd Finnbogason and Roger Benson and his nephew Glen 
Finnbogason.

Lorne grew up and was raised on the family farm in Vidir, Manitoba. He attended the Vidir 
Elementary School and then Arborg Collegiate for high school. As a kid, he enjoyed skating in 
their outdoor rink with his friends and family, being a part of 4-H, spending time with his Big and 
Little Amma, and working on the family farm with his parents till he later took it over.

Lorne would say his greatest accomplishment was meeting the love of his life, Lorna, a cute girl 
that lived only two miles away (words taken from his memoir), who became his wife of 56 years, 
creating a beautiful family with their sons, Ron and Stewart. Lorne always considered himself the 
luckiest man being able to farm with his parents and his wife for 30 years, followed by the next 30 
years with his sons. Lorne often spoke that there was no need for Father’s Day because he lived 
everyday working with his sons. He was so proud to call them his partners and his friends. Later, 
he was joined by his daughter-in-law Charla and his grandchildren Braeden, Kylie and Kalan. He 
enjoyed so much teaching and watching them learn how life on the farm worked.

Lorne was progressive and innovative on and off  the farm. He was a very community minded 
worker and was very passionate about its growth. He was part of the Arborg Curling Club, Vidir 
4-H, I.A.E.A., Arborg Ag Society, Canadian FoodGrains, North Star Creamery, Vidir Hall, Vidir 
Cemetery, Manitoba Pool Elevators, Alfalfa Dehy. Plant, Ethanol Plant, Bio-Deisel, Ardal-Geysir 
Lutheran Church, Arborg Chamber of Commerce, Manitoba Chamber of Commerce, Councillor 
and Reeve of Bifrost, Icelandic River Foundation, Prairie Oat Growers Association. Lorne and 
Lorna also hosted seven agricultural exchange students from overseas countries. He found it 
very interesting to learn diff erent ideas and thoughts that they brought from their countries.

Lorne will be fondly remembered for his passion for his hobbies such as wood and metal work, 
his determination, his love for travel and adventure, breakfast cribbage games, believing he’s 
able to fi x anything, attending all his kids and grandkids events near and far, sitting by the fi re 
and enjoying a drink and of course, anything chocolate! Lorne/Dad/Afi , you have been a blessing 
in all our lives and we will forever cherish the memories we’ve made together. You will be Forever 
Loved and Never Forgotten.

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made to the Ardal-Geysir Lutheran Church.
Lorne’s family would like to send a special thank you to the supportive and compassionate staff  

at the Arborg Hospital, the Health Sciences Center and all his Home Care nurses.
Service will be held Monday, June 9th at 2:00 at the Ardal-Geysir Lutheran Church.

204-949-2200
Gimli 204-642-7124
neilbardalinc.com

• Monuments • Restoration Granite
• Pillow markers   - Level monuments Bronze
• Pre Needs   - Renew monuments Columbariums
• Final Dates   - Engraving    - single, family, community

Email: sunsetmemorialsgimli@gmail.com
www.sunsetmemorialsgimli.ca

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY

Bus: 1-204-642-8818 
Cell: 1-204-407-3096

Appointments available in the comfort of your home 

OBITUARY

Olga Rydz (nee Fedowich)
Peacefully, with her family by her side, Olga passed away on May 

26, 2025 at the Johnson Memorial Hospital, Gimli at the age of 91. 
She was predeceased by her husband Stanley, parents Anne and 

Mike and brothers Lawrence (Joan) and John.
Olga is survived by her son Danny (Darlene), daughters Darlene 

(Blaine) and Margaret (Stanley), grandchildren: Michelle (Allan), 
Darcy, Kathy (Mark), Kristy, Amanda (Aaron), Holly (Brad), and 
great-grandchildren: Treysen, Kardyn, Rex, Dylan, Ava, Adam, 
Hunter, Chase, Emery and Colbie. 

Olga Rydz (nee Fedowich) was born on June 21, 1933 in Hamrlik 
District, Manitoba. She spent her childhood years on the family 
farm with her parents, Anne and Mike and brothers Lawrence 
and John. On November 22, 1952 she married Stanley Rydz and 
they moved to their farm at Morweena, Manitoba. Together they 

raised three children – Danny, Darlene and Margaret. They farmed together and enjoyed playing 
cards and taking trips to visit family and friends in Winnipeg Beach and the city of Winnipeg. 
Throughout her life, Olga also worked at various jobs in the Interlake and as a seamstress at Girls 
World Fashion in Winnipeg. When Stanley passed away in 1982, Olga continued farming on her 
own. Later on, she still kept a small herd of cattle and chickens and cut and baled hay until her 
retirement at age 68.

Throughout her life, Olga loved to garden and kept beautiful fl ower gardens full of a wide variety 
of annuals and perennials. For many years she planted a large vegetable garden as well as 
several diff erent varieties of fruit trees and shrubs on her property. She enjoyed cooking, baking 
and crafting – especially crocheting. In her retirement years, she attended the Adult Day Program 
in Fisher Branch and took part in crafting classes and day trips.   

Olga loved to spend time with her children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren and for 
many years hosted her family for Ukrainian Christmas and Easter celebrations. Olga was a quiet, 
strong and very independent woman.

She will be forever loved, always remembered and deeply missed by all of her family.
Funeral Service was held on Saturday, May 31, 2025 at 10:30 a.m. at the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Ukrainian Catholic Church, Arborg. Interment took place at Morweena Community Cemetery.
In lieu of fl owers donations may be made to Morweena Community Cemetery, c/o 517 

Clandeboye Ave, Selkirk R1A 0X7.
Vichanya Pamyat

MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME STONEWALL
(204) 467-2525  •  info@mackenziefh.com

MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME ARBORG
(204) 467-0024  •  info@mackenziefh.com
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FLYERS
BROCHURES
BUSINESS CARDS
STICKERS
WINDOW DECALS
SOCIAL TICKETS

DOOR HANGERS
LETTERHEAD
ENVELOPES
INVOICES
ESTIMATE SHEETS
POSTERS

MEMO PADS
POST CARDS
PRESENTATION FOLDERS

Everything you need to promote your businessEverything you need to promote your business

Call Today! 204-467-5836

GRASS-FINISHED BEEF

Jackfishcreekfarm.com
jackfishcreekfarm@gmail.com

  Balmoral, MBScott and Jenny 
Beaton

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-519-0357
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Call TodayCall Today
Unit 5, 325 Parkdale Rd, 

St.Andrews MB
info@eco-metallics.ca

Office: 
(204) 404-4747

“From rust to riches, your scrap 
could be treasure with our 

unbeatable prices!”
Purchasers of ferrous/non-ferrous materials

To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836BizBiz CardsCardsGet T he 
Job Done!

Call 204-461-4443

��������	��
��
���������

����	���	���	��
�����������
�������������
��������

SHERLOCK
TREE REMOVAL

Licensed Arborists
Fully Insured – Claim Free

30 years Experience

Vince
861-0487
Darren
861-0028

Pruning • Stump Grinding • Chipper • 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 
• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

ALICEROOFING LTD.
Complete Roofi ng Service

• Residential 

• Agricultural

Licensed & Insured
www.aliceroofi ng.ca 204-757-9092

Pine View Spray Foam
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204-390-2790Red Seal Technician
kingsautoair@gmail.comwww.kingsautoair.com

 Car  Light & Heavy Truck  RV 
AUTOMOTIVE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALIST
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FLYERS
BROCHURES
BUSINESS CARDS
STICKERS

WINDOW DECALS
SOCIAL TICKETS
DOOR HANGERS
LETTERHEAD

ENVELOPES
INVOICES
ESTIMATE SHEETS
POSTERS

MEMO PADS
POST CARDS
PRESENTATION
  FOLDERS

FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS...FOR EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS...

Call Today 204-467-5836
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204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the 
Interlake for 59 Years!
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