
Lot 1, Hwy 17 S, Fisher Branch, MB
204-372-8501

BB

SPRING FEVER SPRING FEVER 
IS HERE! IS HERE! 

STOP IN TO STOP IN TO 
PLAN YOUR PLAN YOUR 

DECK TODAY!DECK TODAY! 
HERE’S HOW!HERE’S HOW!

SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

$174900

$214900

ALL IN STOCK NOW
2X24 QUIET 208cc 
Engine 24” Clearing width, 

electric start, heated grips, 
steerable clutches, 

3 year warranty

2X28 IP 272cc Engine 
28” clearing width, electric start, 
heated grips, steerable clutches, 

3 year warranty

2-Stage 24 YM 
208cc Engine 
24” clearing width, 
electric start, 
2 year warranty

2-Stage 30 YM 
357cc Engine 
30” clearing width, 
electric start, 
2 year warranty

$109900

$179900

The

Group

                 Matt McSherry, REALTOR®

204-886-7585 (cell)  
888-629-6700
  Matt.ljbaron@gmail.com  

        www.ljbaron.com (web)
Multi-Award 

Winning Realtor®

 TEULON - $224,900 TEULON - $224,900        
3BR home E-Z commute 

w/multiple renos

 TEULON - $549,000 TEULON - $549,000 40 Acres w/2066 
sf home. Extravagant Property.  +Outbldgs, 

  LUNDAR - $99,900  LUNDAR - $99,900
 Lovely 1.5 Story 3 BR 1004 sf home 
on Corner lot, Lundar is a fully ser-

STONEWALL - $589,000 STONEWALL - $589,000 
One-of-a-Kind Property w/1712 sf 

3 BR Home w/3 Seas Sunrm; 48x30 

SOLDSOLD SOLDSOLD JUST LISTEDJUST LISTED

www.expressweeklynews.ca VOLUME 11 EDITION 9      THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 29, 2024

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

LEAP YEAR EDITION

EXPRESS PHOTO  COURTESY OF DONNA AUSTFJORD
Gimli Red River Métis Local delegates Susan Champagne-Shapiro, Donna Austfjord and Gloria Thomas with MMF minister Alfred Anderson 

at Louis Riel’s grave.

Acknowledging historyAcknowledging history
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By Jennifer McFee
The Arborg community bolstered its 

population this month with several 
new arrivals from the Philippines. 

Deanna Fernando landed in Mani-
toba in early February as a participant 
in the Philippines recruitment initia-
tive, along with her husband Renz 
and their 10-year-old son Darence. 

“I have always wanted to work in 
Manitoba because of the lower cost of 
living, an amazing health-care system 
and varieties of industries provid-
ing numerous job opportunities that 
could really help me and my fam-
ily for our daily living. In addition, I 
feel secure knowing that my son will 
be provided a high quality of educa-
tion,” she said. 

“I have always wanted to live in 
Manitoba, especially since my sis-
ter’s family is also here and we will 
all be together achieving our dreams 
as a family. Manitoba truly is where 
Canada’s heart beats.”

In the Philippines, Fernando worked 
in private health care. Now that she’s 
in Manitoba, she’s working as a 
health-care aide at Arborg Personal 
Care Home.

“What I fi nd the most fulfi lling and 
rewarding working in health care is 
that I get to make a diff erence in the 
world — seeing the positive impact 

on my patients’ lives and knowing 
that I am directly helping patients 
overcome their health challenges,” 
she said. 

“A sense of purpose is what drives 
me to work every day. Too often, we 
forget all the other things that makes 
our job what it truly is: to be compas-
sionate and having a desire to make a 
diff erence, not just with other people 
but also within ourselves.”

She said life in Manitoba is amazing, 
yet she knows there’s no place like 
home. 

“The strong sense of community 
and close-knit family ties in the Phil-
ippines can be greatly missed when 
living abroad. I miss the warmth and 
comfort of being in an environment I 
grew up in — familiar places and fac-
es, familiar words spoken,” she said. 

“Those are some of the things that I 
miss upon leaving my homeland — 
but looking toward to the future, I 
know the best is yet to come.”

She’s grateful to community mem-
bers and coworkers who have helped 
her family get settled into their new 
Arborg home. 

“Our new community is safe, wel-
coming and multicultural. They have 
welcomed us with open arms. We 
quickly feel at home. My co-workers 
and ‘kababayans’ (Filipino commu-

nity) truly helped and guided us to 
settle in during our fi rst week here in 
Arborg through their genuine kind-
ness and generosity. I am grateful for 
all the support and warm welcome 
we received in our new community,” 
Fernando said. 

“I genuinely want to take a moment 
and give a huge thanks to IERHA for 
giving me the chance to achieve my 
dreams together with my family. All 
the guidance and support that they 
have given me are overwhelming 
and everything is truly appreciated. 
Thank you for believing in me and 
giving this opportunity. I’m looking 
forward to making the most of it and 
have the best time of my life working 
with your team.”

Also in February, Lorie Ann Casa-
clang moved to Arborg from the Phil-
ippines as part of the health-care re-
cruitment eff ort. She shared some of 
her thoughts on why she decided to 
move to Manitoba.

“It is a great opportunity for my ca-
reer and a wonderful program as a 

health-care provider. I heard a lot of 
good things like friendly people and 
wonderful weather,” she said.

“I’ll probably miss my family a lot, 
but I’m doing this for them to give 
them a better life.”

In the Philippines, Casaclang 
worked as an occupational health 
nurse. Now that she’s in Manitoba, 
she’s working as a health-care aide at 
Arborg hospital. 

“The community here is friendly 
and giving me some tips about set-
tling here and some benefi ts I can get 
working here,” she said. 

”Working in a health care is a big re-
sponsibility; however, it gives you a 
great feeling of fulfi llment whenever 
the patients get well and appreciate 
whatever help you gave them.”

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Deanna Fernando moved to Arborg 

from the Philippines with her husband 

Renz and their 10-year-old son Darence.

Lorie Ann Casaclang moved to Arborg 

from the Philippines in February. 

Arborg opens arms for newcomers from Philippines

Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

Do you have a current will? 
Protect your family by having a current will, power of 
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more 
information and fi nd out how we can help you. 

Baker Law 
CORPORATION

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

Our offi  ce is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB

Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427

Providing full time legal 
service to families and 

small businesses in 
Gimli and the Interlake.
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Support Local!Support Local!

ALL OUR 
IN STOCK WOOD 
& PELLET STOVES 

ARE AT END 
OF SEASON 

PRICES!

By Patricia Barrett
Members of the Gimli Red River Mé-

tis Local were among the hundreds of 
people who gathered at Louis Riel’s 
gravesite at St. Boniface Cathedral on 
Louis Riel Day (Feb. 19) to witness the 
ceremonial presentation of the Louis 
Riel Act and pay tribute to the man 
who founded Manitoba and fought 
for Indigenous rights.

The Manitoba government passed 
legislation in 2023 to give Riel (1844-
1885) the honorary title of fi rst pre-
mier of Manitoba. On Feb. 19 the gov-
ernment updated the Métis leader’s 
portrait in the legislature to refl ect his 
title.

Gimli Red River Métis chairperson 
Donna Austfjord attended the cere-
mony at the cathedral with members 
Brian Austfjord, Susan Champagne-
Shapiro, Gloria Thomas and Kim Kar-
ish.

Austfjord said the highlight of the 
day for her was the acknowledge-
ment of Riel as fi rst premier.

“The Louis Riel Act is the culmina-
tion of more than 30 years of advoca-
cy for the Métis people of Manitoba, 
recognizing Louis Riel as the fi rst 

premier of Manitoba. Standing there 
while history is corrected before my 
eyes is something that will be read 
in history books for generations af-
ter me,” said Austfjord. “I can say I 
was there while it happened and fol-
lowed [Manitoba Métis Federation] 
president David Chartrand for many 
years as he fought for this day. It was 
a proud day for all Red River Métis.”

Riel defended the rights of Métis 
people. He was born in the Red River 
settlement, educated in St. Boniface 
and Montreal and elected three times 
to the House of Commons, which ex-
pelled him for his participation in the 

Riel’s grave at the St. Boniface 

Cathedral in Winnipeg.

Gimli Red River Métis 
honour provincial 
founder and honorary 
fi rst premier

Inspiring Manitobans to 
learn about Louis Riel

Louis Riel was declared founder of Manitoba in 1992. 

Manitoba Métis Federation president David Chartrand unveiling the portrait 

recognizing Louis Riel as fi rst premier of Manitoba.

Continued on page 8



By Patricia Barrett
Winnipeg’s notoriety as a polluter 

of fresh water amped up this month 
after a raw sewage spill of nearly 230 
million litres was discharged from the 
City of Winnipeg into the Red River 
over the course of at least 15 days.

Between Feb. 7 and Feb. 21, an out-
fall at 3100 Abinojii Mikanah (former-
ly called Bishop Grandin) discharged 
an estimated 228.39 million litres (or 
megalitres) of untreated human waste 
and other hazardous substances into 
the river, which fl ows into Lake Win-
nipeg.

A planned leakage test carried out 
by the city on Nov. 29, 2023, discov-
ered that the integrity of two sewer 
pipes, installed across the river in 

1970, were compromised. One pipe 
had a “signifi cant leak,” resulting in 
an “unknown” amount of raw sew-
age entering the Red River for an “un-
known” period of time. City workers 
“plugged the pipe,” according to in-
cident details the city posts on its un-
treated sewage report webpage. The 
second pipe — into which sewage 
had been diverted — was believed 
to have “defects.” The city indicated 
it would “gather information to help 
us determine how to best move for-
ward with the repair or replacement 
of these pipes.” Work on the pipes 
started this month.

Communities and commercial fi sh-
ers along Lake Winnipeg are out-
raged and bracing for environmental fallout, a potential hit to their econo-

mies and disruption to their tourism 
sector, which includes angling.

Town of Winnipeg Beach Mayor 
Pam Jackson called the sewage spill 
“shocking and horrifi c” and will like-
ly lead to long-term consequences for 
the community and the lake.

“It’s horrible news for our town, our 
residents and for our lake. Of course, 
this will contribute to what I expect 
will be signifi cant, possibly toxic, al-
gal blooms this year, which will af-
fect the lake itself and everyone who 
enjoys Lake Winnipeg,” said Jackson. 

EXPRESS FILE PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Discharge fl ows into the Red River near the Chief Peguis Bridge. The City of 

Winnipeg’s North End wastewater treatment plant, which the city is upgrading, 

is shown in the background.

City of Winnipeg’s 15-day raw sewage discharge ‘shocking and horrific’ 
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We are happy to help you with:

We are proud to be part of your community

Talbot & Associates  (204) 768-2346  talbotcpa.ca

7, 1st Ave South, Ashern, MB R0C 0E0

ashern@talbotcpa.ca

Monday to Thursday 

9 am - 7 pm

Friday 9 am - 5 pm

Saturday 10 am - 4 pm

Closed Sunday 

‘Tax Season’ Extended Hours

Corporate and personal tax returns
including farm and business ... 

and more!

Closed daily 12:30-1:30 for lunch

River Rock Massage Therapy Clinic
204-642-3755
1 - 7th Ave. Gimli
www.riverrockmassagetherapyclinic.ca
email: wellness@rrmtc.ca
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Continued on page 7
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

Violence

DUNE
PART 2

ORDINARY
ANGELS

PG

G
FRI-THURS MAR 8 - MAR 14
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:00 pm Each Night

FRI-THURS MAR 1 - MAR 7
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

 Winnipeg Beach Legion Br. 61 
& Ladies Auxiliary

Spring Tea & Bake Sale 
May 11

12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

20 Hamilton Avenue        
Legion 204-389-2660   email: rclbr61@gmail.com 

  All events are cash only.

By Patricia Barrett
The Gimli Ice Festival will be rolling out its 13th annual 

winter festival this weekend with two full days of activi-
ties to entertain the crowds. 

GIF co-chair Susan Holfeuer, who’s been busy preparing 
for the festival and meeting with volunteers, said the fes-
tival was nominated by Manitoba Travel for a rural com-
munity festival award and is currently one of the fi nalists. 

“We’re just thrilled to be in the Top 3. That’s already a 
win for us and it helps put Gimli on the map,” said Hol-
feuer. The festival is off ering a number of new activities 
this year.

“The hockey skills competition is new this year and 
we’ve got Hidden Treasures Studio off ering an art class 
where people can make a polar bear suncatcher,” said Hol-
feuer. “We’re also bringing back Cooley’s (festival mascot) 
indoor playground, which we haven’t off ered since before 
the COVID pandemic.”

The hockey skills competition has three diff erent skills 
events for U7 to U18+ (females and males) with a chance 
to win medals and bragging rights. The event will take 
place at the Gimli Recreation Centre on Saturday from 1 
to 4 p.m. Despite the relatively balmy temperatures that 
hit Manitoba near the end of January, the Fire on Ice Car 
Racing (on Saturday and Sunday) and the Ice Man Motor-
cycle Ice Racing (on Sunday) is scheduled to go ahead on 
Lake Winnipeg as there is suffi  cient ice to accommodate 
the vehicles.

“The car racing and the motorcycle racing will be a go for 
sure,” said Holfeuer. “We’ve got over 30 drivers already 
registered for the motorcycle racing.”

The New Iceland Heritage Museum will be playing host 
to a Winter Photo Expression Exhibition and a beading 
workshop on both days of the festival, she said. And the 
Lakeview Resort will be playing host to a Manitoba Métis  
Federation artisan craft show. 

Those who like a good outdoor run can register to run in 
A Viking’s Challenge, Battle of the Bay, which is a fund-
raiser for the Save Your Skin Foundation.

There will be plenty of grub for festival-goers at local res-
taurants and on the festival site itself. The Gimli Kiwanis 
Club will be serving up a pancake breakfast on Sunday 
morning at the harbour, and people can enjoy bannock 
and tea and maple syrup taff y on a stick near the Lake 
Winnipeg Visitor Centre.

The festival wouldn’t be complete without the Vikings 
sharpening their spears and doing battle at Gimli Har-
bour. The re-enactments are performed by The Hands of 
Lugh. And festival favourites such as the frozen fi sh toss 
and the frozen T-shirt contest will be off ered.

On Saturday, fi reworks will light up the night at Gimli 
Harbour starting at 7 p.m. followed by entertainment at 
the Lakeview Resort.

The festival kicks off  on Friday, March 1 with the Gimli 
Ice Festispiel doubles curling bonspiel at the Gimli Rec-
reation Centre followed by two days of icy fun. Festival 
passes are $5 and are required to get into some venues. 
Please refer to the festival schedule on the Gimli Ice Festi-
val’s website as some event off erings are subject to change.

13th Annual Gimli Ice Festival gearing up to beat the winter blahs

By Patricia Barrett
An Icelandic violinist will be performing in Gimli 

this Sunday as part of his visit to Manitoba, and 
there’s no charge to the community to see him.

Sibbi Bernhardsson, who is professor of violin at 
Oberlin Conservatory in Ohio, was invited by the 
University of Manitoba’s Desautels Faculty of Mu-
sic to teach a master class, which features a highly 
profi cient artist/teacher who works with students 
or ensembles.

Tristin Tergesen, who is manager of the Gimli Wa-
terfront Centre and Betel Home Foundation, said 
the University of Manitoba reached out to her to 
ask whether it would be possible to bring Bern-
hardsson to town. 

“The person at the university — who’s connected 
to our Icelandic community — saw an opportunity 
to bring Bernhardsson to Gimli, and contacted me 
and asked if I’d be willing to help facilitate that,” 
said Tergesen.

The concert will feature compositions of Icelandic 
and Icelandic-Canadian composers, one of whom 
is Kenley Kristoff erson, who grew up in Gimli. The 
other composers are Icelanders Anna Thorvalds-
dottir and Thorkell Sigurbjörnsson, and Icelandic-
Canadian Fjola Evans. 

Two masters of music candidates, Miguel Stamato 
(viola) and Breno Barone (cello), will be performing 
Johannes Brahms’ String Sextet No. 2 in G. Major, 
Opus 36.

The cost to bring Bernhardsson to Gimli is cov-

ered.
“The nice part for us is that all the costs were 

covered already through the university and the 
Government of Iceland around bringing this artist 
to Canada to do the master class,” said Tergesen. 
“And this is really a nice opportunity for people in 
our community to hear the performance.”

The concert is also being co-sponsored by Gimli 

Icelandic Canadian Society and the Icelandic Na-
tional League of North America.

Johnson Hall in the Waterfront Centre has seating 
for 150 people. The Hope for Spring concert will 
take place at 2 p.m. on Sunday, March 3. 

PHOTO SIBBI BERNHARDSSON, OBERLIN COLLEGE
Violin professor Sibbi Bernhardsson will be playing in 

Gimli this Sunday.

Hope for Spring: Icelandic violinist holding free concert in Gimli this Sunday

From traditional to contemporary, we provide 
services to match what you want. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca
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By Patricia Barrett
The provincial government closed 

the Lake Manitoba commercial fi sh-
ery season early as the maximum 
quota for walleye (pickerel) and sau-
ger was reached. 

A spokesperson for the department 
of economic development, invest-
ment, trade and natural resources 
said this is the fi rst year since the 
early 1990s that the fi shery has had to 
close before the end of March.

“The department is closing the 
Lake Manitoba winter commercial 
net fi shery for walleye and sauger on 
Feb. 24 as a result of the annual al-
lowable quota being reached. This is 
the fi rst year since 1991 that the Lake 
Manitoba quota (907,000 kilograms 
of walleye and sauger combined) has 
been reached and the fi shery closed 
before the normal seasonal end date 
of March 31,” said the spokesperson. 
“Working in collaboration with the 
Lake Manitoba Commercial Fish-
ers Association, it was agreed that 
based on weekly production fi gures, 
the season would close on Feb. 24 to 
avoid exceeding the quota.”

Fishers were given 10 days’ notice 
before the closure. 

All fi shing nets had to be pulled and 
fi sh deliveries completed by the end 
of the day on Feb. 24, according to a 
notice from the fi sheries section man-
ager. 

The department issued 285 commer-
cial fi shing licenses to Lake Manitoba 
fi shers this year, the spokesperson 
said, and there are 12 fi sh sheds that 
operate around the lake to purchase 
fi sh from commercial fi shers.

The early closure aff ects only com-
mercial harvesters. Anglers and those 

with a carp licence can continue fi sh-
ing.

“The commercial quota is regulated 
separately from the recreational har-
vest. Only the commercial fi shery will 
be closing on Feb. 24 and other fi shers 
are not aff ected,” said the spokesper-
son. “In addition, Lake Manitoba fi sh-
ers using a carp licence can continue 
to harvest carp for the remainder of 
the season.”

The Lake Manitoba fi shery is man-
aged separately from Lake Winnipeg, 
and its harvest data was not acciden-

tally combined with data from Lake 
Winnipeg.

“The closure of the Lake Manitoba 
commercial net fi shery does not have 
impact on commercial fi shing activi-
ties on Lake Winnipeg, as the Lake 
Winnipeg commercial fi shery is man-
aged separately,” said the spokesper-
son.

The Express was unable to reach the 
fi shery association and fi sh sheds for 
comment.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
A commercial fi shing net, fi sh and tote on the ice on Lake Manitoba. The province 

closed the fi shery early as the maximum quota for pickerel and sauger had been 

met. The fi shery normally closes around the end of March.

Lake Manitoba commercial 
fishery closes early, first time since ’90s



“The amount of nitrogen and phos-
phorous this is releasing into Lake 
Winnipeg is appalling and will have 
signifi cant long-term negative conse-
quences. This will have a deleterious 
eff ect on our aquatic life, our fi shers 
who make a living on the lake, the 
ecosystem and the overall health of 
our lake.”

As stewards of Lake Winnipeg, Jack-
son said we’re “failing miserably” on 
a lake under strain for years.

“This situation really speaks to the 
need for all politicians to have to cour-
age and foresight to think of the long-
term good of their communities, and 
make decisions based on what will be 
good for their community over de-
cades and not just over four years,” 
said Jackson. “That means maintain-
ing and keeping in good repair all 
infrastructure, before it becomes so 
aged that we have these types of cata-
strophic events.”

Gimli Mayor Kevin Chudd called 
the spill “shameful” and “disgusting” 
and said his community is concerned 
about the damaging eff ects the raw 
sewage will have on the environment, 
the commercial fi shing industry and 
on tourism, which helps support the 
economic livelihood of the rural mu-
nicipality.

“This is an environmental catas-
trophe,” said Chudd. And given the 
sewage spill continued unabated for 
a reported 15 days, he wonders how 
the situation “would have been han-
dled if the fl ows were going south” 
rather than north.

Apart from understandable feelings 
of revulsion to the spill, Chudd said 
this is no time to be “adversarial.” 
Gimli would like to work collabora-
tively with Winnipeg to help it in any 
way possible to prevent raw sewage 
spills, which occur dozens of times 
every year. He’d also like to see the 
provincial and federal governments 
involved.

“It’s clearly evident the priority for 
us — and for a lot of people — is safe-
guarding one of the most precious 
natural resources we have — fresh 
water,” said the mayor. “This isn’t the 
fi rst time there’s been a major spill. 
Unfortunately, it won’t be the last 
time. But we need to collaborate with 
all parties.”

Chudd said the RM hadn’t been in-
formed by the city about the spill and 
council wants to see communication 
improved with municipalities down-
stream of Winnipeg.

Gimli Coun. Andy Damm said he 
reached out to Winnipeg Coun. Brian 
Mayes and discussed the incident 
with him and one of the city’s engi-
neers. He asked that communication 
with the RM be “stepped up” as well 
as with First Nations communities on 
the lake.

“In the future, water is going to be 
such a vital resource. I can see the 
potential for wars being fought over 
fresh water,” said Damm. “And here 
we are using Lake Winnipeg as a 
dumping ground. We can’t stand for 
this.”

The RM plans to hold a summit on 
the issue with First Nations commu-
nities, the Manitoba Métis Federation, 
other towns on the lake, the province 
and the city “if [the city] wishes to 
show up to something like this,” said 
Damm.

Commercial fi sher Robert T. Krist-
janson, who for decades has been 
calling attention to algal blooms on 
the lake, said he was left with a pro-
found sense of shame after learning of 
the spill.

“We here along the shores of Lake 
Winnipeg will have to live with this 
monster of a spill,” said Kristjanson. 
“It’s so hypocritical of the City of Win-
nipeg to think that the people who 
live north of the city are unimportant. 
I’m so ashamed of Winnipeg and how 
they’re failing to address what they’re 
doing to our environment.”

Kristjanson added that he wonders 
why environmental laws don’t seem 
to apply to the city.

“I didn’t know we we’re in a coun-
try [i.e., region] separate from the rest 
of Canada in terms of laws,” he said. 
“Does the City of Winnipeg have spe-
cial dispensation from the federal and 
provincial governments to pollute our 
waterways? My God, the city should 
be ashamed of themselves for what 
they’ve done to the rest of Manitoba.”

Lake Winnipeg commercial fi sher 
and systems analyst Bill Buckels, 
who’s faced outright denial in the 
past when he’s reported to the prov-
ince large volumes of fecal matter 
swirling off  the coast of the Hecla-
Grindstone region, said the city’s 15-
day, non-stop raw sewage discharge 
is “absolutely outrageous.” 

He’s questioning where the city’s 
contingency plan was when the spill 
was detected last November. And if 
there’s no contingency plan for some-
thing so critical as protecting the envi-
ronment and human health from haz-
ardous waste, why isn’t there one?

“To begin with, this is not some 
corporate entity called the city that 
should have had a contingency plan. 
Clearly, the accountable person, the 
mayor of Winnipeg Scott Gillingham, 
as well as all the people who work 
for him, should have had the sense to 
know in November their system was 
damaged and that any contingency 
such as further overloading it would 
fail. This spill may have lasted 15 
days, but the knowledge that the pipe 
had failed was evident in November,” 
said Buckels.

“There should have been a way at 
that time to redirect sewage to a hold-

ing area of some kind like a lagoon or 
pond while they replaced the dam-
aged pipes. Any system, whether it’s 
a computer system or a process of 
some sort — such as infection control 
in a tattoo parlour or a dishwasher to 
sterilize tableware in a restaurant — 
must have proper risk analyses and 
failovers.”

Buckels said there’s apparently no 
way of “turning off  raw sewage” from 
going into the Red or Assiniboine riv-
ers, and municipal, provincial and 
federal politicians have failed over 
the years to rectify that, preferring in-
stead to run in “reactive mode.”

“Let’s be clear about what politicians 
care about: politicians care about per-
ception because, to them, perception 
is reality. They will not do any more 
than they have to in order to get peo-
ple’s votes. At this point they’d rather 
put money into planting trees along 
a pretty river walk on the Red River, 
which — let’s face it — is just a big 
sewer for city waste to fl ow out to the 
lagoon they call Lake Winnipeg,” said 
Buckels. “Who designs a sewer sys-
tem that has no requirement to safely 
turn off  or redirect the shit? It’s obvi-
ously dysfunctional.”

David Driedger, the City of Win-
nipeg’s manager of corporate com-
munications, said the two pipes that 
run under the river at the Fort Garry 
Bridge direct sewage from southwest 
Winnipeg to the South End Sewage 
Treatment Plant. In November the 
leaking 700-mm pipe was “immedi-

ately” taken out of service.
“The remaining pipe, an 800-mm 

pipe, was found to be in poor condi-
tion, but could still handle the fl ow 
across the river. Planning for a by-
pass system began at that time,” said 
Driedger. “The bypass system, made 
up of temporary new pipes, would al-
low us to continue directing sewage 
to the treatment plant. We could then 
take the existing pipes out of service 
until [they] could be permanently re-
placed.”

Work on the bypass system — sew-
age pipes laid across the Fort Garry 
Bridge — to restore sewage collection 
capacity started on Feb. 5, he said. On 
Feb. 7, two days after the work start-
ed, the second pipe (800 mm) failed. 

“Due to this second failure, the 
work to assemble the bypass system 
over the bridge was accelerated,” 
said Driedger. “Provincial and federal 
agencies were notifi ed of this envi-
ronmental issue.”

Crews will be continuously moni-
toring the bypass system, making ad-
justments as necessary to ensure it’s 
reliable, he said.

“It’s expected the bypass system 
will be in place until the river-cross-
ing pipes that failed can be replaced. 
Work to replace the pipes will begin 
right away, with construction con-
tinuing in 2025,” said Driedger. “Un-
der normal circumstances, the work 
involved in building a bypass system 
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AA Meetings in Ashern
Open Meeting

Time: 6-7pm Fridays 
Starting Friday March 3rd.

Location: #11 2nd Ave North
-Pioneer Manor

( beside the main door entrance 
of Pioneer Manor)

Contact AAMBCO@mts.net

Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park

Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

Contact Ann J 204-389-3417

AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Erikesdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 

All ages welcome.

Red River Resistance of 1869-1870. 
He led a provisional government 
that negotiated Manitoba’s entry into 
Confederation in 1870. Later fear-
ing lynching, Riel fl ed to the United 
States. Asked to negotiate for Sas-
katchewan Métis, Riel returned and 
in 1885 the Canadian government 
charged him with high treason and 
hanged him. He is buried at the St. 
Boniface Cathedral. 

In 1992 Riel was declared founder 
of Manitoba, and in 2016 he was of-
fi cially recognized as the fi rst leader 
of Manitoba.

Austfjord said there have many 
changes over the past 15 years where 

the Red River Métis fought for their 
place and the history of Manitoba.

“This event will change the story 
and what we teach in the history 
books. Louis Riel was hanged for 
treason based on an obscure British 
law, and this law carried the death 
penalty whereas Canada’s treason 
law did not,” she said. “I hope the 
story of Louis Riel and the Red River 
Métis will inspire many Manitobans 
and Canadians to dig into the real 
story and acknowledge the wrongdo-
ing of John A. McDonald. First Indig-
enous premier Wab Kinew spoke very 
proudly of having the ability to assist 
MMF president Chartrand in right-
ing a longtime wrong to Louis Riel, a 
man who had a great infl uence on this 
province, which is what we see now.”

After the ceremony, Austfjord said 
she celebrated with all Red River Mé-
tis ministers, delegates and citizens 
at Elsie Bear’s Kitchen at 150 Henry 
Ave. and enjoyed bannock and stew 
and fi ddling and jigging.

“It is always a wonderful time when 
you meet someone and at the next 
gathering you are family,” said Aus-
tfjord.

Manitoba premier Wab Kinew said 
in a Feb. 19 joint statement with MMF 
president David Chartrand that the 
government is continuing to honour 
the legacy of Louis Riel by ensuring 
Manitoba’s school curricula include 
Riel’s contributions and acknowl-
edgement of his honorary title.

“Our government was proud to 
make the fi rst legislation we intro-
duced a bill to recognize Louis Riel 
as Manitoba’s fi rst premier. We have 
also taken steps to ensure all Mani-

toba students learn about Riel and his 
provisional government including the 
List of Rights they drafted that would 
eventually become the basis of the 
Manitoba Act of 1870,” said Kinew. 
“Today we celebrate Riel’s legacy and 
the accomplishments of the Red River 
Métis people in Manitoba.”

MMF president David Chartrand 
called the day historic and momen-
tous and a time to refl ect on the true 
history of Louis Riel and the Métis of 
the Red River.

“Our history has been one of hard-
ship, marginalization, racism and 
discrimination — a continued strug-
gle for recognition of our identity as 
the Red River Métis people. We have 
been 153 years in waiting and advo-
cating to correct this part of our his-
tory, and today we see the true title 
of Louis Riel further acknowledged,” 
said Chartrand in the joint statement. 
“The stain on Canada remains for 
portraying him as traitor and a mad-
man, instead of telling his true history 
as the fi rst premier and the founder 
of Manitoba. We hope what we do 
here today will be a catalyst for real 
change, so that all know the truth and 
honour premier Riel’s legacy and the 
legacy of our people.”

The Red River Métis has a proud 
entrepreneurial spirit and love for 
its culture, said Austfjord, and takes 
pride in showing its beading work, 
furs and music. The Gimli Red Riv-
er Métis Local welcomes everyone 
to join its meetings and community 
events. People interested in joining 
the local can call Donna at 204-641-
4783.
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>  LOUIS RIEL, FROM PG. 3

EXPRESS PHOTO BY CHRISTA SMITH
Last Saturday was a perfect day for a lake walk near Winnipeg Beach. The 

temperature reached a high of 6 degrees C. with a southwest wind. Help the 

Express record the weather of the week and send in your photos of friends or 

family enjoying the outdoors. Email: news@expressweeklynews.ca 

By Lana Meier
Last Friday, the Manitoba govern-

ment, represented by Families Min-
ister Nahanni Fontaine and Health, 
Seniors and Long-Term Care Minister 
Uzoma Asagwara, announced initia-
tives to address the freeze on funding 
for Manitoba Possible’s wheelchair 
repair program. These include allo-
cating over $288,000 to hire addition-
al repair technicians.

According to Fontaine, the govern-
ment has taken note that the correct 
wheelchair can greatly impact the 
lives of individuals with disabilities 
in Manitoba. It is unacceptable to 
make people wait for weeks for es-
sential tools they require on a daily 
basis. This funding will decrease wait 
times and enhance accessibility to 
wheelchair services, ensuring that all 
Manitobans receive prompt and se-
cure repairs and modifi cations.

Through Manitoba Possible, over 
14,000 residents can access various 
forms of mobility support such as 

long-term loans for both manual and 
motorized wheelchairs. This program 
also off ers maintenance and modifi -
cation services to cater to individual 
mobility requirements. With this re-
cent investment, Manitoba Possible 
will expand its repair team by hiring 
one more in-house technician and one 
new fi eld technician who will be able 
to provide repair services directly to 
clients at their homes, workplaces or 
schools.

“Our government is committed to 
making Manitoba more accessible for 
everyone, no matter where you live,” 
said Asagwara. “This funding will 
ensure Manitoba Possible can con-
tinue to expand their essential work 
to the many Manitobans who count 
on them including working towards 
restoring better service for our rural 
and northern neighbours.”

“As a powerchair user from rural 
Manitoba, this will bring some ease 

Manitoba government funds wheelchair repair jobs

Continued on page 10
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Lic #318 
Fraserwood Hall

Friday Nights 

(reduced games with low attendance)

“CHASE THE ACE”

         
CANTEEN - OPENS @ 5PM 

Perogies, hamburgers, hotdogs, desserts, etc

or   

Old Time Dance 
Sunday March. 10,  2024 

Fraserwood Neighbourhood Social 
Sat. March 23, 2024 

Indoor Garage & Clothing Sale 
Sat. April 13, 2024

    $3,450.00 
$761.00

$14,286.00
$374.00

$0.00 
$659.00

$7,047.00
$208.00

(Estimated amounts at time of publication)

of this type is very challenging and 
would take upwards of fi ve weeks. 
It’s incredibly diffi  cult work when 
you can’t turn things off  to trouble-
shoot issues.”

The city has been posting informa-
tion about the spill on its website to 
keep the public informed. And dur-
ing open water season, the city sam-
ples river water quality and posts the 
results online.

A spokesperson for the provincial 
government, which regulates indus-
try, said the situation is being moni-
tored and an investigation has been 
launched, the details of which cannot 
be shared.

“Manitoba Environment and Cli-
mate Change is actively monitoring 
the situation. The pipe that is leak-
ing is part of the City of Winnipeg’s 
South End Pollution Control Centre 
Environment Act Licence. The envi-
ronmental compliance and enforce-
ment branch has launched an investi-
gation and details cannot be provided 
during an active investigation,” said 
the spokesperson. “The department is 
also monitoring upstream and down-
stream water quality to help assess 
environmental impacts. Manitoba 
has a strong regulatory framework in 
place to address water pollution, and 

these requirements are also incorpo-
rated into our Environment Act licens-
ing process.”

Cecelia Parsons, spokesperson for 
the federal department of Environ-
ment and Climate Change Canada, 
said a fi le on the sewage spill has 
been opened and that the ECCC takes 
pollution incidents and threats to the 
environment seriously.

“ECCC has a mandate to enforce 
federal environmental legislation 
aimed at preventing pollution and 
protecting wildlife and biodiversity 
in Canada. ECCC enforcement offi  -
cers are responsible for administer-
ing and enforcing the pollution pre-
vention provisions of the Fisheries 
Act, which prohibits the deposit of 
deleterious, or harmful, substances 

into water frequented by fi sh,” said 
Parsons. “ECCC enforcement offi  cers 
have responded to the incident and a 
fi le has been opened. If there is suffi  -
cient evidence of an alleged violation, 
enforcement offi  cers may take appro-
priate action in accordance with the 
compliance and enforcement policy 
for habitat and pollution provisions 
of the Fisheries Act.”

Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman MP James 
Bezan issued a press release Feb. 22 in 
which he said he was “disgusted” by 
the raw sewage breach that ran “un-
impeded” since Feb. 7 into the Red 
River and Lake Winnipeg, and that 
the federal Liberals “must take an ac-
tive role” to support Manitoba and 
Winnipeg and protect its waterways 
from future breaches.

Lake Winnipeg commercial fi sher Bill 

Buckels has had his fi shing operation 

sidelined many times because of 

excrement and algal blooms in the 

lake. He’s shown in 2018 in the Hecla-

Grindstone region where fecal matter 

(Buckels had a sample confi rmed by 

a city lab) and algae swirled in the 

currents for weeks.

“These waterways are vital to the 
economic prosperity and health of 
our communities. The sewage is pol-
luting our iconic Lake Winnipeg, 
which is vital to Manitoba’s thriving 
inland commercial fi shery, beautiful 
beaches, recreational activities, and is 
a source of drinking water for many 
communities,” said Bezan. 

 >  RAW SEWAGE, FROM PG. 7
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The Westshore Community 
Foundation 

is accepting applications for grants 
from eligible registered charities.

Applications can be made online or 
downloaded & printed at 

www.westshorefoundation.ca
Printed applications can be mailed to 
Box 395, Gimli, MB  R0C 1B0 or 

emailed to admin@wcf-foundation.ca

For more information email
admin@wcf-foundation.ca
“Building a Lasting Legacy”

APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED 
from February 15th to March 15th

A winter weekend of fun in Winnipeg Beach

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY RAYME THOMSON/CLIVE WILLIAMS
The fi reworks over Lake Winnipeg for Winnipeg Beach’s 58th Annual Wonderful 

Winter Weekend were spectacular. The Fire on Ice Car Racing was also a highlight, 

along with the indoor and outdoor activities for a fun-fi lled weekend.

Poole’s Place Antiques 
& Flea Market

Is closing its doors for good over 
10,000 sq ft to be cleared.

Open Tues – Sat 10 am - 3 pm
Phone 204-886-0023

Evenings 204-886-2746

10 mins North of Stonewall Corner on #7 Hwy

April 30th April 30th 
will be our last daywill be our last day

Everything including fixtures must goEverything including fixtures must go

50% off 50% off & More& More

to my life,” said Alex Lytwyn, wheel-
chair program client. “This funding 
will also allow wheelchair users from 
remote and rural parts of the province 
to feel connected to the rest of society 
and to not be forgotten about while 
continuing to live life with one less 
burden.”

According to Lindsey Cooke, CEO 
of Manitoba Possible, the Manitoba 
Wheelchair Program is a top priority 
for the province. This investment will 
help overcome key challenges by hir-
ing wheelchair technicians, obtaining 
necessary tools and equipment, and 
enhancing services in rural areas. We 
are extremely appreciative of this as-
sistance, as it not only supports the 
independence and well-being of indi-
viduals with disabilities in Manitoba 
but also highlights our mutual dedi-
cation to creating an equitable and 
welcoming community for everyone.

For further details, please check out 
https://manitobapossible.ca/wheel-
chair-services.

>  WHEELCHAIR, FROM PG. 8



SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE LTD.

204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba  Family Owned

Servicing the Interlake for 58 Years!
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Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake-Gimli

InterlakeGimliMLA@gmail.com
204.641.8525 (Gimli)  204.376.3401 (Arborg)

13th Edition   March 1-3
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99 7th Avenue, Gimli 
204-642-7490

YOU HAVE A JOB? YOU HAVE A JOB? WE HAVE THE TOOLS!WE HAVE THE TOOLS!

Many other items to get your jobs done www.stringerrentalsandpower.com

WE RENTWE RENT
Chainsaws
Enclosed Trailers
Logsplitter
Aerial Lift

Wood Chipper
Tella Handler
Excavator
Stump Grinder                             

Skidsteer
Sweepers
Skidsteer Attachments
Augers
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Welcomes you Welcomes you 
to the to the 

Gimli Ice Gimli Ice 
Festival!Festival!

Buying or Selling?Buying or Selling?

56 Centre St., Gimli, MB   1-888-642-8501

Please call us today to 
discuss your options

Serving the InterlakeServing the Interlake
since 1962since 1962

FRIDAY, MARCH 1

7:00pm Start Time Gimli Ice FESTISPIEL Doubles Curling Bonspiel
At the Gimli Recreation Centre

SATURDAY, MARCH 2    

9:00am Start Time A Viking’s Challenge – Battle of the Bay
A Save Your Skin Foundation Fundraiser Run on the Lake 

9:00am Start Time Gimli Ice FESTISPIEL Doubles Curling Bonspiel
At Gimli Recreation Centre

10:00am – 1:00pm Beading Workshop
At New Iceland Heritage Museum – Festival Pass Required

10:00am – 3:00pm Fire on Ice Car Racing 
Practice from 10am - 11am  Racing 12pm - 3pm

10:00am – 4:00pm Gimli Metis & EIWD - Artisan / Vendor Market
At Lakeview Resort Ballrooms A-C – Festival Pass Required

10:00am – 4:00pm Create A Cooley the Polar Bear Suncatcher
At Hidden Treasures Studio - Festival Pass plus $2 to Participate

10:00am – 4:00pm Winter Expression Photo Exhibition
At New Iceland Heritage Museum – Festival Pass Required

11:00pm – 3:00pm Face Painting & Festival Mural Creation
At Gimli Art Club by the Harbour – Festival Pass Required

11:00am – 3:00pm Hands of Lugh Viking Age Living History Reenactors
At Gimli Harbour

11:00am – 3:00pm Bannock & Tea / Maple Syrup Taffy On A Stick
Near Visitor Centre by the Harbour – Festival Pass Required

1:00pm – 4:00pm Hockey Skills Competition
At Gimli Recreation Centre – Festival Pass Required

Variable Times Cooley’s Outdoor Fun-Time Activities
At Gimli Harbour after 11am

Variable Times Frozen Fish Toss 
At Gimli Harbour after 11am

7:00pm FIREWORKS! 
At Gimli Harbour

7:00pm Saturday Night Entertainment 
At Lakeview Resort - Admission $5 or Free with Festival Pass

Saturday Night Entertainment

The Biivvers
Gimli Lakeview Resort

March 2nd @ 7:00pm
Admission $5 or Free with 

Gimli Ice Festival Event Pass
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ULTRA
COOL

Welcome to 
the era of 
mobile AI

• Eavestroughing 

• Fascia 
• Leaf Guard

204-792-6459
www.grushkasgutters.com

grushka@mts.net
Keeping Manitoba DRY & DRIP FREE
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99 7th Avenue, Gimli 
204-642-7490

YOU HAVE A JOB? YOU HAVE A JOB? WE HAVE THE TOOLS!WE HAVE THE TOOLS!

Many other items to get your jobs done www.stringerrentalsandpower.com

WE RENTWE RENT
Chainsaws
Enclosed Trailers
Logsplitter
Aerial Lift

Wood Chipper
Tella Handler
Excavator
Stump Grinder                             

Skidsteer
Sweepers
Skidsteer Attachments
Augers
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Welcomes you Welcomes you 
to the to the 

Gimli Ice Gimli Ice 
Festival!Festival!

Buying or Selling?Buying or Selling?

56 Centre St., Gimli, MB   1-888-642-8501

Please call us today to 
discuss your options

Serving the InterlakeServing the Interlake
since 1962since 1962

FRIDAY, MARCH 1

7:00pm Start Time Gimli Ice FESTISPIEL Doubles Curling Bonspiel
At the Gimli Recreation Centre

SATURDAY, MARCH 2    

9:00am Start Time A Viking’s Challenge – Battle of the Bay
A Save Your Skin Foundation Fundraiser Run on the Lake 

9:00am Start Time Gimli Ice FESTISPIEL Doubles Curling Bonspiel
At Gimli Recreation Centre

10:00am – 1:00pm Beading Workshop
At New Iceland Heritage Museum – Festival Pass Required

10:00am – 3:00pm Fire on Ice Car Racing 
Practice from 10am - 11am  Racing 12pm - 3pm

10:00am – 4:00pm Gimli Metis & EIWD - Artisan / Vendor Market
At Lakeview Resort Ballrooms A-C – Festival Pass Required

10:00am – 4:00pm Create A Cooley the Polar Bear Suncatcher
At Hidden Treasures Studio - Festival Pass plus $2 to Participate

10:00am – 4:00pm Winter Expression Photo Exhibition
At New Iceland Heritage Museum – Festival Pass Required

11:00pm – 3:00pm Face Painting & Festival Mural Creation
At Gimli Art Club by the Harbour – Festival Pass Required

11:00am – 3:00pm Hands of Lugh Viking Age Living History Reenactors
At Gimli Harbour

11:00am – 3:00pm Bannock & Tea / Maple Syrup Taffy On A Stick
Near Visitor Centre by the Harbour – Festival Pass Required

1:00pm – 4:00pm Hockey Skills Competition
At Gimli Recreation Centre – Festival Pass Required

Variable Times Cooley’s Outdoor Fun-Time Activities
At Gimli Harbour after 11am

Variable Times Frozen Fish Toss 
At Gimli Harbour after 11am

7:00pm FIREWORKS! 
At Gimli Harbour

7:00pm Saturday Night Entertainment 
At Lakeview Resort - Admission $5 or Free with Festival Pass

Saturday Night Entertainment

The Biivvers
Gimli Lakeview Resort

March 2nd @ 7:00pm
Admission $5 or Free with 

Gimli Ice Festival Event Pass

�������	��
����
����
�������

ULTRA
COOL

Welcome to 
the era of 
mobile AI

• Eavestroughing 

• Fascia 
• Leaf Guard

204-792-6459
www.grushkasgutters.com

grushka@mts.net
Keeping Manitoba DRY & DRIP FREE
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Developed by the Canada Museum of Space and Innovation in collaboration with 
@navcanada - “Eyes on the Skies: Managing Air Traffic in Canada” - will expose you 
to the Canadian air navigation system and air traffic control. Through technologies 
and people central to managing air traffic in Canada, you will learn how aviation 

systems have changed to meet a growing demand.

New ExhibitNew Exhibit
Jan 19—May 1, 2024

New Iceland Heritage Museum
94-1st Ave 

(204) 642-4001

HEATING & COOLING
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

• All Furnaces: electric, gas, wood & oil
• Air Conditioning & Refrigeration
• Heat Recovery Ventilators
• Geothermal Heat Pumps
• Custom Sheet Metal
• Electrical

Serving the Interlake for 28 years!

• 24 Hour Service •
1.204.642.5600

futuremechanicalsystems@hotmail.com

Have Fun at the Have Fun at the 
Gimli Ice FestivalGimli Ice Festival

Gimli Snowmobile Centre  

109091 Hwy 9 Gimli, MB   (204) 642-7017

SUNDAY, MARCH 3    

9:00am – 11:00am Kiwanis Pancake Breakfast
At Gimli Rec Centre  $2 with Festival Pass ($7 without Pass)

10:00am – 1:00pm Beading Workshop
At New Iceland Heritage Museum – Festival Pass Required

10:00am – 3:00pm Fire on Ice Car Racing 
Practice from 10am - 11am  Racing 12pm - 3pm

10:00am – 4:00pm Winter Expression Photo Exhibition
At New Iceland Heritage Museum – Festival Pass Required

11:00am – 2:30pm Face Painting & Festival Mural Creation
At Gimli Art Club by the Harbour - Festival Pass Required

11:00am – 2:30pm Bannock & Tea / Maple Syrup Taffy On A Stick
Near Visitor Centre by the Harbour – Festival Pass Required

11:00pm – 3:00pm Hands of Lugh Viking Age Living History Reenactors
At Gimli Harbour

11:30am – 1:30pm Cooley’s Indoor Playground
At Gimli Recreation Centre – Festival Pass plus $2 to Participate

12:00pm – 3:00pm ICE MAN Motorcycle Ice Racing Demo

12:00pm – 4:00pm Create A Cooley the Polar Bear Suncatcher
At Hidden Treasures Studio - Festival Pass plus $2 to Participate

2:00pm Start Time Frozen T-Shirt Competition
Info & Registration at Visitor Centre - Festival Headquarters

Variable Times Cooley’s Outdoor Fun-Time Activities
At Gimli Harbour after 11am

Variable Times Frozen Fish Toss
At Gimli Harbour after 11am

�������	��
����
����
�������

Tel: 204.642.8393
www.lakeviewdentalgimli.c

General Dentistry
Implant Dentistry

Denture Stabilization
Orthodontics

Dr. Chris Donald
Dr. Kristin Cuthbert

Dr. Lauren McCombe
Dr. Dave Mabon

13th Edition   March 1-3
14   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, February 29, 2024
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By Brian Bowman/Lana Meier
The Interlake Lightning U18 AAA 

female hockey team defeated the East-
man Selects 4-3 in double overtime on 
Sunday evening in Niverville.

What a game.
Interlake goals were scored by Adri-

ana Duna, Claire Hudson, Georgia 
O’Neill and Bre-Ann Windross.

Ava Boily, Ginger Fast and Kali 
Remillard replied for Eastman as Ra-
chel Halldorson earned the win in 
goal.

Off  the ice, Halldorson was very de-
servingly named a second-team all 
star by the league.

Friday saw Interlake get edged 1-0 
as Sophia Heidinger scored the game 
winner in the second period.

Last Wednesday, Eastman snagged 
a 1-0 series lead with a 3-2 win in 
Niverville. 

The Selects, which took a 2-0 fi rst-
period advantage, had goals from 
Heidinger (two) and Cassidy LeSage.

O’Neill was very good for Interlake, 
scoring a pair of goals. Brooke Baryl-
ski had two assists.

Interlake will host Eastman on 
Thursday at 8 p.m. in Stonewall.

Meanwhile, Interlake did a super job 
honouring its three great graduating 
players.

Here is what was said:

              Brooke Barylski 
“To start off , a little bit about our 

captain Brooke Barylski. She started 
playing hockey at the age of fi ve with 
the Arborg Falcons boys’ team. Six 
years ago, she started playing within 
the female Interlake Lightning pro-
gram, getting opportunities to AP 
and playing underage at age 14 on 
the U18 AAA squad. Some notable 
achievements consist of being rookie 

of the year and top scorer in 2019. 
Brooke has always been part of the 
leadership group over the course of 
her minor hockey career and has been 
a big leader to all players within our 
organization.

During my time with Brooke, I have 
recognized what a pivotal player 
and person she is in our locker room. 
Thank you Brooke, for helping de-
velop this team over the past four 
seasons. Brooke is a very special ath-
lete, and someone who is easy to rally 
behind with her strong leadership 
skills, talent, and commitment to her 
team. Brooke’s future will continue to 
be bright in her next steps as she has 
committed as a D1 athlete at Midland 
University for next season. We wish 
you all the best in your next chapter.

On behalf of our coaches, our team 
and all the people that make up our 
organization in the Interlake, we can-
not be more proud of you. You have 
been a leader to a lot, friend to all, and 
a big heartbeat within the Bolts’ fam-
ily.”

         
         Rachel Halldorson

It will be hard to keep it short and 
sweet for our graduating senior Ra-
chel Halldorson, especially when it 
comes to her achievements.

Some of Rachel’s most noteworthy 
achievements within the Interlake 
program are being named Most Dedi-
cated Player and Most Valuable Play-
er numerous times.

In the MFHL, Rachel has achieved 
second-team all-star status for the 
past two years.

In 2023, Rachel won a silver medal 
at the U18 National Aboriginal Hock-
ey Championship and will be play-
ing again this upcoming summer in 
Grande Prairie, Alberta.

In 2024, she also participated at the 
nationals for Team Manitoba in Daw-
son Creek, B.C.

Incredible accomplishments from 
our assistant captain Rachel Halldor-
son.

Rach is the type of goaltender that 
makes game-changing saves every 
time she’s on the ice. Her competitive 
mindset motivates everyone to bring 
their “A” game to the rink everyday. 
Rachel’s determination is unmatched. 
... Thank you for everything you have 
contributed this season and your four 
years with our program. Congratula-
tions on an incredible career with the 
Bolts and you are going to be a diff er-
ence maker wherever your next steps 
take you in life. Thanks so much for 
being a dominant force in our pro-
gram.

                     

Charleen Wong
Char has been an incredible per-

son to work with this season and we 
have made so many fantastic memo-
ries together. Char has also made 
some great memories, winning a 
gold medal while representing Team 
Hong Kong at the 2023 IIHF Women’s 
World Championship Division in 
Brasov, Romania.

Over the course of the season, Char 
unlocked a higher level of play and we 
want to say congratulations on such a 
successful senior year. Char has a spe-
cial level of coach-ability, work ethic 
and positive mindset that has had a 
huge impact on our team. We want to 
wish her all the best in pursuing her 
passion for medicine at a university in 
Ontario in health sciences.

Thank you for your contribution this 
season and helping grow our pro-
gram.”

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER
The Lightning’s goaltender Rachel Halldorson makes a glove saveagainst the 

Eastman Selects Friday night. Eastman won the game 1-0. 

Interlake Lightning head coach Tatiana Rafter honoured the team’s graduating players at last 

Friday’s home playoff  game.

Brooke Barylski, Charleen Wong and Rachel Halldorson

U18 AAA female Lightning defeat Selects in double OT thriller on Sunday
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By Brian Bowman
The Interlake Lightning U18 AAA 

male hockey team lost a wild 8-7 deci-
sion to the Winnipeg Bruins on Sun-
day afternoon. 

Blake Farthing (two), Cole Swanson 
(two), Brandon Burak, Jeremy Kawi-
uk and Ian Buors scored for Interlake.

Winnipeg goals were tallied by Lu-
kas Mager (two), Tyler Free (two), 
Shea Rollason, Maxx Hamelin, Tyriece 
Pattyn and Alexandre Andre. 

On Saturday, Interlake trounced the 
Yellowhead Chiefs 8-3 in Teulon.

The Lightning trailed 2-0 in the sec-
ond period before their off ence lit up 
with four goals in the middle frame 
and then four more in the third.

Swanson led the way with three 
goals and three assists while Buors 
was equally great with two goals and 
fi ve assists.

James Franklin chipped in with a 
goal and three assists for Interlake. 
Tytan Johnson and Morgan Waddell 
also scored for the Lightning.

Alex Myers made 38 saves for the 
win. 

Last Wednesday, the Thrashers 

threw the kitchen sink at the Light-
ning in an 8-1 victory in Teulon. Win-
nipeg outshot Interlake 50-26.

Burak scored a third-period goal for 
the Lightning.

Thrashers’ goals were tallied by 
Maddox Malmquist (three), Prabh 
Bhathal (two), Rohan Guevarra, Park-
er Rolston and Crosby Harrison.

Interlake fi nished in sixth place in 
the regular season with a 24-17-3 re-
cord and 51 points. 

The Lightning will play the Winni-
peg Wild in their fi rst round of play-
off s. 

Here is the schedule:
Game 1 - March 1 at 7:15 p.m. at the 

Hockey for All Centre 
Game 2 - March 3 at 5 p.m. in Teulon
Game 3 - March 5 at 7:15 at the 

Hockey for All Centre
Game 4 (if required) - March 7 at 

7:30 p.m. in Teulon
Game 5 (if required) - March 9 at 

5:45 p.m. at the Hockey for All Centre. 
The Lightning are hoping to fi ll the 

Teulon arena with fans and are off er-
ing free admission on March 2 and 7.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY LANA MEIER
The Lightning’s Cole Swanson scored a hat trick in their 8-3 win against the 

Yellowhead Chiefs Saturday night.

Interlake Lightning graduating players presented their parents with fl owers and a touching thank 

you for their commitment and support they received while playing “AAA” hockey.  

Left to right, Morgan Waddell, David Johnson, Ian Buors, Brandon 

Burak and Alex Myers.

U18 AAA male Interlake Lightning involved in high-scoring games

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
The Arborg Ladies bonspiel brought a lot of fun and foolishness with its “Giddy up” themed curling event on Feb. 16-18.  Pictured from left: Bailey Magnusson, Alexis 

Magnusson, Olivia Magnusson and Lilly Magnusson won the fi rst event, while Agnes Furgala, Sherry Rozecki, Laurence Sigurdson and Jeannette Nickols won the 

second. The third event was won by Kara Peiluck, Doraine Johnson, Lori Palsson and Tristin Tergesen.

Arborg Ladies bonspiel winners celebrate curling victory
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By Brian Bowman
Nick Drews has won a lot of curling games in 

Manitoba.
Last month, he won games in a diff erent country 

- the United States.
Drews skipped his team (which hasn’t played a 

lot of years in the game) to the 10-team Minnesota 
State Men’s Club Curling Championship in Brain-
erd, Minnesota late last month.

“I think we were the least experienced and defi -
nitely the youngest at third,” Drews explained, 
adding he had to bide his time to become a skip. 
“Teams were 50s and older, a couple of 40s and 
maybe one other skip in his 30s so we were defi nite-
ly the least experienced and probably the youngest. 
I really like playing with this team, they all want to 
learn and get better. It was a fun event.”

Drews was 3-1 in pool play and the top two teams 
in the two pools qualifi ed for the playoff s. Drews 
was the second seed in Pool A and then won playoff  
games 6-4 and 8-3.

He said their rink played very well when it count-
ed.

“(The fi nal game) was nice because we stole three 
in the second end and the hitting ability from my 

team was pretty good 
— it’s a strength of 
ours to fend off  any 
chances that they 
have. They had to 
take some chances 
and we eventually ran 
away with it.”

 Drews and his rink 
have now advanced 
to the national cham-
pionship, which will 
be held April 2-6 in 
Fargo, N.D. The CBS Sports Network is going to be 
televising the event. That’s big time.

If they play well, Drews and his rink have a good 
opportunity to win the whole thing.

“We are really looking forward to playing at na-
tionals,” Drews said. “That was our goal, playing 
for something bigger than just our club.”

The U.S. isn’t new to Drews as he came down 
to attend school at the University of Minnesota in 
2014. He won the title at the U.S. College Curling 
Championship in his third season of playing in it.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Nick Drews, far right, who grew up in Eriksdale and 

Lundar, skipped his team to the Minnesota State Men’s 

Championship earlier this year in Brainerd, Minn. The 

team has advanced to the national championship, 

which will be held April 2-6 in Fargo, N.D. 

Drews wins Minnesota State Men’s Club Curling Championship 

EXPRESS PHOTO BY LANA MEIER
Assiniboine Memorial’s Jordon McDonald and his team including Dallas Burgess, Elias 

Huminicki and Cam Olafson won his third straight Provincial Junior Championship 

with a 7-5 win in the fi nal over Virden’s Jace Freeman this past Sunday in Carman. 

McDonald, who features Winnipeg Beach’s Huminicki at second, went 5-1 in the 

event and was the dominant team on the week. 

Carman’s Shaela Hayward, Keira Krahn, India Young and Rylie Cox captured the 

Manitoba U21 female Junior Curling Championship after a 9-6 victory over 

Heather Curling Club’s Zoey Terrick in Sunday evening’s championship fi nal at the 

Carman Golf and Country Club.

Hayward, Terrick, McDonald and Freeman will now go on to represent Manitoba 

at the 2024 Canadian U21 Curling Championships from March 24 to 31 in Fort 

McMurray, Alta.

McDonald, Hayward 
capture U21 provincial curling title

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Gimli Lakers junior varsity basketball player Dillon Carter goes up for a shot in 

his team’s 61-33 victory against the Hamiota Huskies at the Warren Wildcats’ 

tournament last weekend.

Tourney Tourney 
actionaction
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By Jeremiah Knight
Kadriana and Colton Lott’s success 

in Manitoba’s mixed-doubles curling 
scene is almost to be expected each 
year. Ask the Winnipeg Beach couple, 
and they’ll tell you their story on the 
pebbled ice was anything but.

The Lotts penned another fruitful 
chapter in their legacy after winning 
the provincial mixed doubles curling 
championship in Beausejour on Feb. 
20. After losing their opening game in 
the 18-team tournament, the couple 
rattled off  six straight wins, which in-
cludes cruising to a 10-4 triumph over 
Lisa McLeod and Lyall Hudson in the 
fi nal. 

The Lotts, whose fi rst provincial 
championship appearance together 
came in 2018 before being married, 
will don the Buff alo Jacket for a third 
time (2018, 2023) at the Canadian 
mixed-doubles championships in 
Fredericton, N.B., from March 17 to 
22. It will also be their sixth-straight 
appearance at the national event (pre-
qualifi ed for the tournament in 2019, 
2021 and 2022). 

“Any Manitoba provincial you go 
into, your dream is always to repre-
sent the province at nationals and for 
us to have been fortunate enough that 
this will be our third time represent-
ing Manitoba at nationals, it’s almost 
like a dream come true,” said Colton, 
who will also play second for Matt 
Dunstone’s team at the Brier in Re-
gina this week.

“You work hard toward it and it’s 
nice to see that all that hard work 
pays off  in the end. Also doing it to-
gether, it’s just a special thing that we 
have.”

Ten years ago, Kadriana and Colton 

knew each other from a distance as 
budding junior curlers. It was around 
that time that Kadriana was scram-
bling for a player to join her team in 
a bonspiel. 

“Like every younger person does, I 
put it on Facebook,” she said. “And 
then Colton messages me saying he 
wants to play and I was ecstatic be-
cause he’s known so well. So he end-
ed up playing with us and that’s how 
we got to know each other.

“It was nice becoming a friend with 
a good curler in our hometowns and 
it kind of blossomed from there.”

The pair grew closer and took their 
on-ice relationship to another level a 
few years later when the Winnipeg 
Beach Curling Club began hosting a 
mixed-doubles recreation league.

As fate would have it, they were a 
pretty good pair. In 2018, the Lotts 
entered the provincial mixed-doubles 
championship on a whim and won it 
all, a run they continued to a runner-
up fi nish at nationals.

“Looking back at it now and seeing 
how it all unravelled, yeah, it’s the 
coolest thing ever. From something 
that you wouldn’t have expected to 
being, in my mind, one of the top 
mixed doubles teams in the country,” 
Colton said.

Added Kadriana: “And you think, 
it’s taken us all around the world. 
We’ve been to Sweden. We’ve been 
to China. We’ve been to numerous 
places in Canada for it. We make trips 
out of it, so it kind of gives us time 
together, as well. It’s not just curling 
but it’s also off  the ice and being able 
to travel and do stuff  together, which 
is awesome.” 

While the Lotts have fi ve appearanc-

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Colton and Kadriana Lott didn’t play in any mixed-doubles events together this 

season until the provincial championship, where they lost their fi rst game then 

rattled off  six-straight wins.

A lot of winning for Winnipeg Beach curlers

By Brian Bowman
The Lundar Falcons and Arborg 

Ice Dawgs have some work to do in 
the Capital Region Junior Hockey 
League playoff s.

Both local teams are down 2-0 in 
their respective series.

Lundar lost 5-1 to the North Win-
nipeg Satelites on Sunday.

Riley Zdan scored a third-period 
goal for the Falcons.

Satellites’ goals were tallied by 
Daniel Valente, Jack Speechley, 
Kayden Buff alo, Emerson Veloso 
and Logan Ashe.

Last Friday, the Falcons were edged 
5-4 in overtime on home ice.

Nicolas Andrews scored the game 
winner in OT.

Veloso (two), Speechley and Tyler 

Nault also scored for North Winni-
peg while Cayden St. Laurent, Mor-
gan Mantik, Ryan Benson and Joel 
MacMillan replied for the Falcons.

Lundar will host North Winnipeg 
on Friday. Game time is 8 p.m.

The Ice Dawgs, meanwhile, were 
beaten 9-1 at home by the Beause-
jour Comets on Saturday.

Tyson Barylski scored a second-
period goal for the Ice Dawgs.

Comets’ goals came from Aidan 
Avanthay (two), Nikolas Bear (two), 
Jarvis Ewasko, Clint Thomas, Kieran 
Brannen, Chiefton Enns and Zavier 
Beaudette.

Game 3 is set for Wednesday 
(8 p.m.) at the Sun Gro Centre in 
Beausejour. 

Falcons, Ice Dawgs in CRJHL playoffs 

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Gimli Lakers won the Zone 5 varsity boys’ basketball championship after a 

convincing 90-34 victory over the Warren Collegiate Wildcats last Wednesday. 

Pictured back row (left to right): coach Chad Heminger, Haden Magnusson, Jessie 

Patrick-Batenchuk, Carter Bomberak, Parker Johnson and Ethan Yablonski. Front 

row: Ryan Litwin, Shane Bomberak, Dylan MacLean, Viggo Bochurka and Luke 

Robinson. Missing from the photo is Wyatt Langlois.

Zone 5 basketball champs 

es in the national bonspiel under their 
belt, they’ve never fi nished better 
than a bridesmaid. In 2018, their run 
ended at the brooms of Alberta Laura 
Walker and Kirk Muyers. In 2021, it 
was Manitoba’s own Kerri Einarson 
and Brad Gushue who bested them in 
the title game.

What’s important is that Kadriana 
and Colton know they have what it 
takes to get it done. This time, they 

have a renewed focus to match their 
unwavering confi dence in each other.

Perhaps their success on the nation-
al level will be expected soon, too.

“It would mean so much (to win),” 
Kadriana said. “I mean, we’ve been 
there how many times, been so close, 
and we know we’re capable to get 
there. We got to fi nish that. 

“Get there, but we also got to fi nish 
that last one strong.”
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By Jennifer McFee
Manitoba is no small fry when it 

comes to growing spuds, since many 
farmers across the province have 
grown taters since they were tots.

To celebrate the starchy root veg-
etable, Peak of the Market Ltd. is pre-
senting Potato Week. Starting Friday, 
March 1, diners can vote for the 2024 
Potato Week champion at www.pota-
toweek.com.

“From March 1 to 10, restaurants 
throughout Manitoba will transform 
into potato palaces, crafting mouth-
watering dishes that showcase their 
culinary creativity,” said Taylor Fenn, 
director of marketing and communi-
cations. 

“This event is free for restaurants to 
participate, and restaurants can opt in 
to receive 100 pounds of complimen-
tary Manitoba-grown potatoes.”

Potato Week began in 2018 in an ef-
fort to showcase the versatility of po-
tatoes while also highlighting the cre-
ativity of local chefs.

“Potato Week isn’t just about deli-
cious bites, though. It’s also a chance 
to shine a spotlight on Manitoba 
growers,” Fenn said. 

“By participating, you’re support-
ing the dedicated individuals who 
cultivate the potatoes that inspire 
the innovative dishes crafted by local 
chefs.”

Many of the growers are rooted in 
Winkler and surrounding areas. Par-
ticipating growers this year include 
Garden Valley Vegetable Growers, 
Haskett Growers, Hespler Farms, 
Kroeker Farms Ltd., Schmidt Farms 
Ltd., Southern Potato Co. and W.J. 

Siemens Farming Co. Ltd.
In addition, participating restau-

rants extend beyond city limits — in-
cluding a couple entries in the Inter-
lake. 

Kahleigh’s Brew Barn in Riverton is 
entering a simple yet delicious dish 
called “Kahleigh’s Potato Wedges” 
featuring Italian seasoned and mari-
nated Manitoba-grown potatoes fried 
to perfection and served with their 
house ranch. 

Located at 40 Main St., Kahleigh’s 
Brew Barn recently earned accolades 
during La Poutine Week, ranking No. 
1 in Manitoba and No. 3 across all of 
Canada. 

“Potato Week reached out to us this 
year asking us to participate via so-
cial media. I had never heard about 
Potato Week before, and after looking 
into it further, it defi nitely appealed 
to us,” said owner Kahleigh Dubois. 

“We love that this is something for 
Manitoba restaurants and promoting 
Manitoba potatoes. It’s exciting to 

be in the fi rst few years of an event 
like this as it’s just going to grow and 
grow each year, I’m sure — and we 
get to be along for that ride.”

For their fi rst year entering Potato 
Week, Kahleigh’s Brew Barn will 
maintain a focus on potatoes only.

“This is something so simple to 
make, yet so delicious. Hopefully this 
can promote not only our restaurant 
but an easy dinnertime recipe as well 
to get more Manitoba potatoes on 
Manitoba plates,” Dubois said. 

“After the week is done, I plan to 
share with our customers on our so-
cial media pages the way I make these 
at home with only an air fryer. They 
are a little more tasty when made in 
the deep fryer, of course, but the air 
fryer version are a close second.”

The Riverton restaurant is open 
seven days a week from 11 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Monday to Saturday and noon to 
8 p.m. on Sundays.

Meanwhile, in East Selkirk, Taysteez 
is entering a delectable dish called 

“Taysteez Poutine” featuring fresh-
cut russet potatoes smothered with 
house-made gravy and tasty cheese 
curds. 

The eatery is currently located at 
1145 Strathcona Rd. in the East Sel-
kirk arena and clubhouse building, al-
though plans are in the works to fi nd 
a new location. 

“Our French fries sales are huge and 
people love our poutines. We get a lot 
of compliments on them,” said Robert 
McLean, who co-owns the restaurant 
with Marlene Sutherland. 

“We are expanding our food options 
in 2024 and changing locations and 
how we operate.”

McLean encourages diners to check 
out the restaurant’s profi les on social 
media platforms. 

At the same time, Fenn encourages 
everyone to try the tasty tuber cre-
ations and vote for their favourite 
during Potato Week. 

“Potatoes are versatile, high in nu-
trients and aff ordable. Manitoba is 
one of the largest producers of table 
potatoes, meaning these humble veg-
etables are critical to the province’s 
agricultural economy,” Fenn said.

“We encourage the public to visit 
restaurants through social and tra-
ditional media and we’re partnering 
with a number of local food infl uenc-
ers this year. Potato Week is an oppor-
tunity for customers to try a new dish 
and be inspired to create their own 
spud-tacular potato-based dishes.” 

Visit www.potatoweek.com to view 
a full list of participating restaurants 
and growers. The list will continue to 
be updated until March 1. 

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Local eateries are encouraging people to eat more potatoes while voting for 

their favourites from March 1 to 10. Restaurants can enter to participate up 

until March 1.

Vote for Interlake restaurants during Potato Week

By Lana Meier
Camp Stepping Stones will be back in person 

from Friday, May 31 to Sunday, June 2, and it’s 
looking for volunteers and campers. 

This camp is geared for kids aged seven to 17 
who have recently lost a parent or somebody 
close to them. Volunteers create a safe environ-
ment for kids to explore their grief alongside 
other youth who are also grieving.

Cameron Benedictson, 33, occupational safety 
and health offi  cer with Interlake-Eastern Re-
gional Health Authority, lost his father when he 
was in his 20s so he knows what it’s like to lose 
someone close to him.

“I volunteered at camp last year for the fi rst 
time. I saw that they needed volunteers and I 
thought it was a great idea for kids to go away 
for a weekend and see other kids going through 
something similar. They learn they aren’t 
alone,” says Benedictson, who will volunteer 
again this year. “They get to go have fun.”

Individuals interested in volunteering can 

complete an application form found at https://
www.ierha.ca/programs-services/palliative-
care/camp-stepping-stones/

Various volunteer roles are off ered, including 
being a cabin leader and assisting with activi-
ties.

In addition to volunteers, the camp is also still 
accepting applications for campers at https://
www.ierha.ca/programs-services/palliative-
care/camp-stepping-stones/

Barb Ramsay, palliative care volunteer co-
ordinator, is calling for individuals to assist 
campers with a variety of tasks such as sewing, 
crafts, ziplining and archery. Whether for the 
entire weekend or just a few hours, volunteers 
are encouraged to join in on the fun and lend a 
helping hand.

 For more information, contact Barb Ram-
say at bramsay@ierha.ca, 1-855-494-7369 or 
204-785-7542 or visit https://www.ierha.ca/
programs-services/palliative-care/camp-step-
ping-stones/

Campers were able to enjoy the outdoors at Camp Stepping 

Stones with rope climbing.

Camp Stepping Stones looking for volunteers, campers



SCRAP METAL
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.
––––––––––––––––––––
Buyer for all farm-
yard scrap, machinery 
and autos. No item 
too large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

MISCELLANEOUS
Lakeside Aviation. 
Flight School-Charter 
Series. Gimli. St. An-
drews. Riverton. Call 
1-888-642-4799.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Tollak Place has 1 & 2 
bedroom suites, locat-
ed at 40 Eveline Street. 
Spacious suites, with 
F/S, A/C, storage 
areas and large bal-
conies; utilities are 
included, parking is 
extra. Tollak 2 is a 55 
plus bldg., river view 
apts. with central air, 
F/S, DW & microwave; 
large storage area 
off  the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and 
parking extra. Call the 
onsite offi  ce 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABILITY.

FARM MACHINERY
Complete line of farm 
machinery. Everything 
that is required to farm 
small acreage. Call 
Doug at 204-383-5609, 
Woodlands or 204-
794-2643 (cell).

LIVESTOCK
Black Angus bulls 
for sale. Good selec-
tion of yearling & 2 
year old. Bulled sired 
by SAV Top Soil & HF 
Roper 27F, Peak Dot 
Profound 1005G. Birth 
weights 90-95 lbs. 
Moderate frames. Cow 
bulls. Semen tested. 
Delivery avail. For 
more info. call 1-204-
861-0126, Teulon, MB.

HELP WANTED
Yard staff  needed for 
Winnipeg Livestock. 
P/T leading to F/T. 
Includes weekdays, 
evenings & weekends. 
Cattle experience an 
asset but not neces-
sary. Willing to train. 
Ph Melissa at 204-299-
7509.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? Interested in a 
career as a commer-
cial pilot? LS Airways 
Flight Academy is the 
most aff ordable in 
Canada. We have stu-
dents from all over the 
world. We off er fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.
––––––––––––––––––––
Private collector look-
ing to buy fi rearms. 
Complete collections, 
ammunition and hunt-
ing related items. Li-
censed and insured. 
Cash buyer. Call or 
text 204-297-9223.
––––––––––––––––––––
WANTED: buying es-
tates, contents of 
homes, farms, barns, 
sheds, garages, etc. 
Buying most anything 
old & interesting! 
TEXT/PHONE: 204-
918-1607. Junkies 
Estate, Salvage, An-
tiques & Oddities.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.
––––––––––––––––––––
SEASONAL CRAFT 
SHOW? REGISTER-
ING spring programs? 
Having an AGM? Have 
your blanket classi-
fi ed ads seen in the 31 
Member Newspapers 
which are seen in over 
368,000+ homes in 
Manitoba. Now book-
ing winter and spring 
advertising for 2024. 
Please Call us at 204-
467-5836 or MCNA at 
204-947-1691 for more 
details or to book ads. 
MCNA - Manitoba 
Community News-
papers Association. 
www.mcna.com
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- 2,4-D Amine - Diuron - Picloram 
- 2,4-D Ester  - Diflufenzopyr - Saflufenacil 
- 2,4-D choline salt - Diquat - Simazine   
- Aminocyclopyrachlor - Flumioxazin - Triclopyr 
- Aminopyralid - Fluroxypyr - Gateway adjuvant 
- Bromacil - Glyphosate - Hasten NT adjuvant 
- Chlorsulfuron - Imazapyr - Excel 70 surfactant 
- Clopyralid - Indaziflam - LI700 surfactant   
- Dicamba - Mecoprop - nonionic surfactant 
- Dichlorprop - Metsulfuron methyl  
- as well as products in the allowable list as per MB Regulation 286/2014 

 
- Bti   - Btk - Deltamethrin - Dimethoate - Malathion 

 

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GIMLI 

REVISED WATER AND WASTEWATER RATES 
GIMLI AMALGAMATED WATER UTILITY AND GIMLI WASTEWATER UTILITY 

 
February 20, 2024 

 
The Rural Municipality of Gimli (RM) has applied to the Public Utilities Board (Board) for 
revised water and wastewater rates for the Gimli Amalgamated Water Utility (Water Utility) 
and the Gimli Wastewater Utility (Wastewater Utility) as set out in By-Law No. 23-0009, read 
the first time on October 11, 2023 and receiving second reading on February 14, 2024. 
Wastewater rates were last approved in 2019 in Board Order No. 111/19, with current rates 
coming into effect October 1, 2019, and Water rates were last approved in 2022 in Board 
Order No. 37/22 with current rates coming into effect on. July 1, 2023.   

 
The current and proposed rates are as follows: 

WATER RATES
Current 
Rates

By-Law     
21-0003

By-Law    
23-0009    
Year 1

By-Law     
23-0009    
Year 2

By-Law     
23-0009    
Year 3

Quarterly Service Charge 25.91$       27.37$       28.22$       29.09$       
Water (per cubic meter) 1.57$         1.68$         1.72$         1.76$         
Minimum Quarterly Charge* 47.11$       50.05$       51.44$       52.85$       
Quarterly Flat Rate Commodity Charge per REU** 85.17$       91.14$       93.31$       95.48$       
Flat Rate Quarterly Bill*** 111.08$     118.51$     121.53$     124.57$     
Bulk Water Sales (per cubic meter) 2.83$         2.70$         2.75$         2.80$         

WASTEWATER RATES
Current 
Rates

Quarterly Service Charge 22.71$       27.37$       28.23$       29.12$       
Wastewater (per cubic meter) 1.35$         1.45$         1.48$         1.52$         
Minimum Quarterly Charge* 40.94$       46.95$       48.21$       49.64$       
Quarterly Flat Rate Commodity Charge per REU** 66.49$       78.66$       80.29$       82.46$       
Flat Rate Quarterly Bill*** 89.20$       106.03$     108.52$     111.58$     
Septic Haulers (per cubic meter within RM) 4.60$         4.74$         4.88$         5.02$         
Septic Haulers (per cubic meter outside RM) 5.95$         6.24$         6.31$         6.38$         

Proposed Rates 

Proposed Rates 

 
*Based on 13.5 cubic meters 
**Residential Equivalency Unit (REU); 1 REU = 217 cubic meters annual (per year) 
***1 REU plus Quarterly Service Charge 
 
Details of the RM’s application are available for review at the Municipal office or the Board’s 
office.   Any questions concerning the application for revised rates, or the operation of the 
Utilities, should be sent directly to the RM. 
 
If you have concerns/comments regarding the RM’s application for water and wastewater, 
rates please go to www.pubmanitoba.ca and provide your comment.  Please note all 
comments will be forwarded to the RM. 
 
Questions or comments should be sent on or before April 5, 2024. 
 
The Board is the provincial regulatory agency that reviews and approves rates for water and 
wastewater utilities in Manitoba, with the exception of the City of Winnipeg. The Board’s 
review process involves: 

 the Utility filing a rate application to the Board, 
 a public notification of proposed rate changes, 
 the Board’s review of the application through a public hearing or paper review process, 

and 
 the issuance of an Order which outlines the Board’s decision on the rate application 

and the rates to be charged.  
 
The Manitoba Ombudsman has privacy guidelines for administrative tribunals. The Board is 
mindful of its obligations under those guidelines. Its decisions in respect of the application 
being considered will be sensitive to the guidelines. Personal information will not be disclosed 
unless it is appropriate and necessary to do so. However, the Board advises participants that 
these proceedings are public and that as a result, personal information protections are 
reduced. 
 
The Board will then decide whether any further notice is required and whether to proceed with 
a public hearing or paper review process. All concerns received by the Board will be 
considered in the Board’s decision on rates to be charged. 
 
PLEASE BE ADVISED THAT IN CONSIDERING THIS APPLICATION, THE PUBLIC 
UTILITIES BOARD MAY OR MAY NOT FIND IT NECESSARY TO DETERMINE RATES 
DIFFERENT FROM THOSE APPLIED FOR BY THE APPLICANT. 
 
Note: All proceedings will be conducted in accordance with the Board’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure, which the Board may vary in order to constrain regulatory costs. The Rules are 
available at www.pubmanitoba.ca.   
 
 
 
Frederick Mykytyshyn 
 
Assistant Associate Secretary 
Manitoba Public Utilities Board 

Gimli Rona is seeking a
DELIVERY DRIVER

Responsibilities May Include:
•  Preparing and delivering 

customer orders
•  Picking up merchandise from 

Winnipeg
•  General lumber yard assistance
•  Valid Class 3 license with air 

brakes is required
•  Forklift experience is an asset
Please submit your resume by 
email to laura@ronagimli.ca 

or in person to:
RONA GIMLI 

100-7TH Avenue | Gimli, Manitoba R0C 1B0

RECYCLING NOTICE
FOR MARCH / 2024

Riverdale Place Workshop Inc.
Will not be picking up recycling
On the below mentioned dates.

Tues. March 12 
 at Arborg curbside pickup
Thurs. March 14 
 at Riverton curbside pickup
Tues. March 26 
 at Arborg curbside pickup
Thurs. March 28 
 at Riverton curbside pickup

Please rinse your containers
Thank you  

for recycling

204-467-5836

News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

call the Express 
204-467-5836

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email 

ads@expressweeklynews.ca

ReVolution ReVolution 
TrailersTrailers

RVs 
Reimagined

• Spring Readiness 
• Service & Repair
• Parts & Sales
• Renovated RV Sales
• Custom 

Renovations
1480 Spring� eld Rd

Winnipeg, MB
www.revolutiontrailers.ca

Call Now:
204-955-7377

Please support 
our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL



Call 204-467-5836

Remember 
Your Loved 

Ones
with an 

Announcement 
in the
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RM of Fisher

Take Notice That:
The site described as follows:
The lands and premises commonly known as The 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish of St. Nicholas in the town 
of Fisher Branch, province of Manitoba and legally 

All that portion of the Southeast Quarter of Section 

meridian in Manitoba, which lies east of a line 
drawn parallel to the eastern Boundary thereof and 

and south of a lone drawn parallel to the southern 
boundary thereof and distant perpendicularly 

and minerals and special reservations as reserved in 

All the lands and buildings thereon, have been 
designated as a municipal heritage site to be protected 
under the authority of The Heritage Resources Act 

AND FURTHER TAKE NOTICE THAT:

in accordance with the provisions of The Heritage 
Resources Act

Kelly Marykuca, CMMA
Clerk of the Municipality of Fisher

MUNICIPAL HERITAGE NOTICE
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HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If 
so, you owe it to yourself to try elk velvet antler 
capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts 
humans and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, lipids and water. Key com-
pounds that work to stimulate red blood cell pro-
duction & cartilage cell regeneration & develop-
ment. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE OF: COLLEEN 
ELIZABETH PEARL BORLASE (also known as 
COLLEEN ELIZABETH BORLASE), late of the 
Town of Winnipeg Beach, in Manitoba, Deceased.
ALL claims against the above estate, duly verifi ed 
by Statutory Declaration, must be fi led with the 
undersigned at their offi  ces, 72A Centre Street, 
P.O. Box 6500, Gimli, Manitoba, R0C 1B0, on or 
before the 27th day of March, 2024.
DATED at Gimli, Manitoba, this 29th day of Feb-
ruary, 2024.
BAKER LAW CORPORATION
SOLICITORS FOR THE EXECUTORS
Attention: Grant D. Baker

FIND THE
 RIGHT PERSON 

FOR THE 
POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

204-467-5836

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 

Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca 204-467-5836

Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at NOON prior to Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at NOON prior to 
Thursday’s publication Thursday’s publication Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

Gilbart Funeral Home, Selkirk in care of arrangements. 

Gilbart Funeral Home, Selkirk in care of arrangements. 

IN MEMORIAMCARD OF THANKS

The family of William Barlow would like to 
thank all who so generously supported us 
during the last months. Your visits, cards, 
phone calls and gifts of food have been much 
appreciated. We have been truly overwhelmed 
by all the kindness; we will be forever grateful.

Lawrence (Lorne) D. Park
August 28, 1943 – March 2, 2021

A day we remember so sad
Lost our brother, husband, father, grandad

When tomorrow starts without me,
Don’t think we’re far apart;
With every cherished memory,
I’m right there in your heart.

-Forever loved, deeply missed,
Linda, Crystal

James, Shirley
Alexandria, Seraphina

OBITUARY

Shirley Joan Conklin
July 10, 1934 – February 16, 2024

It is with deep and profound sorrow that we announce the 
passing of Shirley Joan Conklin on February 16, 2024 at Betel 
Home Selkirk.

Shirley was predeceased by husband Donald Conklin; partner 
John Litwin; son David Conklin; mother Doris Simcoe; father 
William Simcoe; sister Mildred Bouzovetsky; brothers Zane 
Simcoe and Elven Simcoe; nieces Leslie Thingelstad and Janice 
Simcoe and nephew Raymond Simcoe.

Shirley will be forever remembered and deeply missed by her 
son Rick Conklin (Debbie); grandchildren Aynsley (Meagan) and 
Amanda (Courtenay); nephew Christopher Onofreychuk (Barbara); 
niece Karen Onofreychuk and numerous friends.

Shirley was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba and spent most of her 
early years visiting family in and around Winnipeg Beach enjoying sun, sand and the Winnipeg 
Beach attractions. She moved to Thompson and Emerson, Manitoba but eventually settled in 
Gimli, Manitoba where she was employed at the Johnson Memorial Hospital for many years. 
Shirley had various interests over her lifetime which included hosting bus trips to casinos in 
Manitoba and the U.S, hosting Icelandic Festival barbeques for friends and family, gardening, 
knitting fuzzy scarfs for everyone and donating to causes that deeply touched her. In her later 
years she became a devoted Toronto Blue Jays and curling fan and never missed watching any 
games if she could help it.

In lieu of fl owers the family asks that donations be made to the charity of your choice.
There will be a private interment on a later date.
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For more information call 

Ken at (204) 376-2418 
or (204) 641-3788

KLCC Charolais, Arborg

OBITUARY

Donald Mackenzie
August 1, 1971 - February 9, 2024

It is with heavy hearts we announce the peaceful passing of 
Donald Mackenzie on February 9, 2024 with his family by his side, 
after a brave and courageous battle with cancer.

He was predeceased by his father Jack Mackenzie. Donald will be 
terribly missed with many cherished memories by his loving partner 
of 30 years Angel, his daughter Rayne, his mother Ethel Mackenzie 
Reykdal; his brothers, Alan (Debbie), Ian (Lori), Roderick (Sonja), 
sister Bev as well as numerous nieces and nephews; mother-in-
law Connie Quaglia, sisters-in-law Alicia (Adam), Amanda (Steph), 
Brittany (Chad), Lauren (Kelly); best friends Brian (Sheryl), Warren 
(Dom) and beloved dog Tess.

Donald was born August 1, 1971 and grew up in Whytewold, he 
attended school in Winnipeg Beach and Gimli.

Donald was an avid sportsman and enjoyed speed swimming, hockey and golf. Donald’s love 
of reading resulted in everyone wanting to be on his team when we played Trivial Pursuit.

Donald had many accomplishments but no other like his daughter Rayne and completing his 
journeyman plumber course with honors. His zest for life was like no other, and we were all 
blessed for knowing him.

We wish to thank the staff  at Gimli Hospital for their end-of-life care. A special thank you to my 
sister Amanda, friends and family for all their support during this diffi  cult time.

Cremation has taken place and a private celebration of life will follow at a later date.
We miss you so much. Til we meet again.

Luceo Non Uro
(I Shine, Not Burn)

204-949-2200
Gimli 204-642-7124
neilbardalinc.com

OBITUARY

William Wolchuk
William Wolchuk of Winnipeg Beach, MB passed away on Friday, 

February 16, 2024 at St. Boniface Hospital. He leaves to mourn 
his wife Valerie of 49 years; daughter Joanne Wolchuk Echlin 
(predeceased son-in-law Darren Echlin), Amanda Wolchuk (Cory 
Grierson); brother Raymond (Sally) of Chicago.

William was known as “Bill”. He was a mechanic owning Bill’s 
Esso Service in Winnipeg Beach for 30 years. He loved his 
cars, Thunder Birds, Harley Davidson truck, Allis Chalmer HD.5 
Caterpiller, going to car shows, also watching Nascar racing.

In keeping with his wishes, cremation has taken place and a 
family gathering will be held at a later date.

In lieu of fl owers memorial donations may be made to a charity 
of your choice.

Tributes: www.gibartfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Helen Anniuk
Peacefully, on Sunday, February 25, 2024 at the Fred Douglas 

Lodge, Winnipeg, MB, Helen Anniuk, aged 93 years, formerly of 
Matlock, MB, passed away.

In keeping with her wishes, cremation has taken place and a 
memorial service will be held in the spring.

Longer obituary and memorial details will follow at a later date.
Tributes: www.gilbartfuneralhome.com
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Gilbart Funeral Home, 
Selkirk in care of arrangements. 

Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836
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Everything you need to Everything you need to 
promote your businesspromote your business

Call Today!
467-5836

InterlakeGGraphraphicsics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

Your memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts
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• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 
• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

BizBiz
CardsCards

To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836

R.S. SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sales - Installations - Service
Help With Bell TV and Internet & 
Shaw Direct Satellite Systems.

Russell  204-376-2757
Arborg, MB

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-641-5266
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

120B Center Ave W. 
Gimli 204-641-2526
Cars, SUV and Trucks for sale

Priced from $5,000 and up
Financing 
Available!

Can deliver anywhere 
in the Interlake. 

Ph: 204-739-3392

NEW OR 
USED 
SEA 

CONTAINERS 
FOR SALE 

20’ or 40’

Grain & Fertilizer 
Hauling

Hauling Available for 
Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Harley @ 204-494-0824
Jerry @ 204-280-6261

wheathilltransport@gmail.com

Need 
help 

getting 
your 

fingers 
going...GU

IT
AR
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Call/Text (807) 464-2690 Or email your contact information 
and queries to JfBrose4music@gmail.com

  7. Whole number
  8. Not fastened
  9. Gives a boost
 10. Lounges about
 11. Interested in
 13. Remove salt
 17. Type of sword
 24. Naturally occurring solid 

material
 25. Gets involved without being 

invited
 26. Feline
 27. Bobby __, NHL champ
 28. “Kill Bill” actress Thurman
 29. Hawaiian dish
 35. Moroccan coastal region
 36. Baseball statistic
 37. Long period of time

 38. Moved earth
 40. Central Netherlands city
 41. Take stock of
 42. Central processing unit
 43. Distinctive qualities one 

generates
 44. Getting stuck
 45. Loss of bodily movements
 47. Veranda
 48. Abrupt
 49. What cats do
 52. Expresses pleasure
 53. Type of cheese
 54. Professional STEM 

organization
 55. Automatic data processing 

systems

CLUES ACROSS
  1. Home of Iowa State University
  5. __-fi  (slang)
  8. Mottled green and yellow fruit
 12. Capable of thinking and 

expressing oneself clearly

 14. Sports broadcaster Eagle
 15. Midday
 16. Kinsmen
 18. Cable network
 19. Simpleton
 20. Brunch beverage

> GAMES
 21. Fed
 22. European capital
 23. Native inhabitants
 26. Mechanical device
 30. Rare geese native to Hawaii
 31. Bedroom furnishing
 32. The products of human 

creativity
 33. Mass transit option
 34. Made a mistake 
 39. Sacred sound symbol
 42. Large N. American reindeer
 44. Dull and fl at
 46. Partner to huffi ng
 47. Written works
 49. Monetary unit of Serbia
 50. Midway between east and 

southeast
 51. Peninsula of southwestern 

Asia
 56. Widely used multiuser OS
 57. Aggressive dog
 58. Varnished
 59. Hindu queen
 60. Time units, abbr.
 61. Farm animals
 62. Capital of Latvia
 63. Where golfers begin
 64. Takes to civil court

 CLUES DOWN
  1. One who graduated
  2. An inspired holy person
  3. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
  4. A place to store things
  5. Indian instrument
  6. Spanish saloon
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Vermeer and the Vermeer logo are trademarks of Vermeer Manufacturing Company in the U.S. and/or other countries. © 2018 Vermeer Corporation. All Rights Reserved.

Meet your new herd-feeding workhorse. The BPX9010 is ready to bring simplicity, durability and 

versatility to your farm or ranch. Ready to distribute uniform windrows along bunk lines or out in the 

pasture. Ready to spread bedding with consistency and accuracy at ranges up to 50 ft (15.2 m). Ready 

to simplify the process of processing bales. It’s ready. Are you? 

addy 

204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned

Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the Interlake 
for Years!
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