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> everything you need to know in your locally owned and operated community newspaper

An MPI direct repair shop, now serving Gimli & area with 
over 3 decades of experience and best-in-class service

109 107 Hwy 9, Gimli formerly South Beach Collision 
204-642-8808

Fast Forward 
Your Claim
with Direct Repair

Call Now

Beautiful 
custom designs, 

giftware, 
Mordens 

chocolates 
….and more!….and more!

We are open to 
the public -    

Pick up or delivery 
available all week 

long…   
OPEN SUNDAY

 the 14th 
for pick ups!

Flowers
She’ll 
Love

204-376-5023

Arborg 
Nic Nacs 
& Flowers

SERVING LUNDAR, ASHERN, ERIKSDALE,  MOOSEHORN, FISHER BRANCH, RIVERTON, ARBORG, GIMLI, WINNIPEG BEACH, ARNES, MELEB, FRASERWOOD
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 EXPRESS PHOTO BY KATHERINE ZAHARIUK
Brother and sister reading team Brayden and Mackenzie from Winnipeg Beach School enjoyed reading at home last 
week to celebrate I Love to Read month. See story on page 2.

Reading buddies
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D.E.A.R. days, mystery readers and literacy superpowers at Winnipeg Beach
By Patricia Barrett

Teachers at Winnipeg Beach School 
know no bounds when it comes to 
scheduling activities for I Love to 
Read, an annual celebration of litera-
cy that takes place in February. 

Reading practise, reading games 
and guest readers bearing books will 
take centre stage over the course of 
the entire month at the kindergarten 
to Grade 8 school. 

And it appears the students are lov-
ing it, even going so far as to read 
outside in snow forts in bone-chilling 
temperatures and getting together 
with siblings at home to share a good 
book.

Teacher Michelle Hainsworth and 
her colleagues have packed a lot of 
fun into each day in order to super-
charge their students’ reading and lis-
tening skills.  

“We have multiple classrooms in-
volved because we can all log onto 
TEAMs [videoconferencing soft-
ware],” said Hainsworth, who teaches 
grades 1 and 2. “We’re being COVID-
safe by having virtual guest readers.”

The school chose a superheroes 
theme for I Love to Read because the 
“world is full of real-life superheroes 
right now” and students are “working 
so hard to use their brave superpower 
every day to adapt to a very differ-
ent world,” states a school news re-

lease with reference to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which has disrupted edu-
cational schedules and expectations 
around the world. 

The school kicked off the month with 
a virtual assembly on Feb. 1 and has 
pencilled in special literacy-related 
events and dedicated reading times 
each week.

Tuesday has trivia. Mystery readers 
via TEAMs go live every Wednesday. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays are dedi-
cated D.E.A.R. days (Drop Everything 
And Read). And Fridays are reserved 
for dressing up as storybook charac-
ters or favourite superheroes.

“Our mystery readers are staff mem-
bers who read a book to the kids,” said 
Hainsworth. “The kids can’t see their 
face and have to fi gure out who the 
reader is. They can earn a prize such 
as a poster or a book.”

To keep students and their fami-
lies engaged in reading at home, the 
school has created an I Love to Read 
BINGO game. There’s a different 
reading activity for almost every day 
of the month, including reading a 
book with a fl ashlight, reading a book 
about love or kindness, reading a rec-
ipe and trying it out, reading in a cozy 
spot, reading a book by an unfamiliar 
author, and reading with family.

Students and their families are en-
couraged to share photos of the read-
ing activities they’re doing at home 
either by posting online using the 
school’s Twitter hashtag (#WBSloves-
toread) or by sending photos directly 
to their child’s class-
room teacher. They’ll 
be entered into a 
weekly prize draw.

In addition to post-
ing on the school’s 
Twitter account, 
Hainsworth has a 
classroom Twitter 
account called Won-
derful Wonders. Kin-
dergarten teacher 
Shannon Torcia has 
also set up a class 
Twitter account 
called Designers of 
Learning. They’re 
both sharing high-
lights of superpow-
ered student reading.

 EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Grade 1 student Halle shared a read-aloud to her class using a document 
camera

Now that’s a cool way to read. 
Candace Reykdal shared a photo 
of a student reading in his snow 
fort.

Jennifer Harmon shared a photo 
of a student reading a book by her 
favourite author, Robert Munsch.

Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

Do you have a current will? 
Protect your family by having a current will, power of 
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more 
information and fi nd out how we can help you. 

Baker Law 
CORPORATION

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

Our offi  ce is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB

Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427

Providing full time legal 
service to families and 

small businesses in 
Gimli and the Interlake.

Jessica Heminger, Evergreen School Division’s 
student services consultant, was the fi rst virtual 
guest reader.



By Evan Matthews
Fisher River’s Verna Kirkness has 

been named as one of Manitoba’s 150 
Women Trailblazers. 

Kirkness, 85, is now a Vancouver 
resident. While originally unaware 
that the Nellie McClung Foundation 
named her a Manitoba trailblazer 
in early January, Kirkness said to be 
named as such is an honour she had 
never set out to achieve. 

“Someone phoned me and had told 
me they saw my name on the list. That 
was the fi rst I had heard or been told,” 
said Kirkness, who is a scholar, a pio-
neer and a lifelong proponent of In-
digenous language, culture and edu-
cation. 

“It’s defi nitely a surprise and an 
honour to be named among all of 
these distinguished women. There 
are a number of whom I know and 
an abundance of others who I know 
of. I’m very happy and honoured,” she 
said. 

According to the Nellie McClung 
Foundation’s website, the awards, 
presented by the foundation in part-
nership with the Winnipeg Free Press, 
honour Nellie McClung’s vision by 
recognizing the spirit of her life’s 
work being advanced by women lead-
ers of today or throughout Manitoba’s 
history. The 150 Manitoba trailblazers 
were offi cially announced on Jan. 28, 
2021, the 105th anniversary of most 

Manitoba women being the fi rst in 
Canada to receive the right to vote.

Kirkness, who was born in Fisher 
River Cree Nation in 1935, says rural 
Manitoba was a very different place 
than it is today. 

Her father was a true fi sherman, 
trapper and hunter. 

Today’s amenities — including run-
ning water — were simply not avail-
able. Kirkness said kids and their 
mothers would hang their clothes on 
the line to dry in the summer, people 
hauled their water, and winters were 
brutally cold.

“I lived that life. We lived so much 
off the land. We would have rabbit 
and other things. Home life was good 
for me, but my fondest memories are 
from when I was in school,” said Kirk-
ness, noting her love and commit-
ment to education started at a very 
young age. 

Having lived next to the school at 
an early age, Kirkness would see the 
students playing outside at recess. 
On more than one occasion, without 
her parents’ permission, she would 
wander over to the school and ask if 
she could go to school. Then a teacher 
would bring her home. 

“I loved it so much. I tried to go before 
I was eligible. It didn’t matter who my 

teacher was through the years, I don’t 
have memories of a teacher I disliked 
in any way. I know people have other 
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BOOK YOUR METAL
 BY FEB 19TH TO BEAT 

THE PRICING INCREASE!

FOR 
YOUR 

SPRING 
BUILDS

SAVE 
UP TO 11%

C E L E B R A T I N G  

F E B R U A R Y  1 5

C E L E B R A T I N G  

F E B R U A R Y  1 5

InterlakeGimliMLA@gmail.com 
204.641.8525 (Gimli)   204.376.3401 (Arborg)

Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake-Gimli

204-768-2749

Now offering some of your 
favorites for take out!

Pizza, Beef & Chicken 
Burgers, Fries, 
Poutine, Wings, 

Shrimp, & Salads.

Everyday 12 pm - 6 pm (last order)
Starting Friday, Feb 12, 2021

Verna Kirkness named one of Manitoba’s Women Trailblazers

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED
Now retired, 85-year-old Verna 
Kirkness lives in Vancouver, 
pictured here in 2018. She is an 
associate professor emeritus at 
the University of British Columbia.

A photo of Verna Kirkness teach-
ing at Norway House Residential 
and Day School in 1962, after her 
experience at Birtle. Kirkness said 
Norway House wasn’t without its 
problems but was a vastly differ-
ent experience.

Continued on page 4
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COURTESY OF MB HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
An undated photo of the Birtle Indian Residential School, in which 
Kirkness got her fi rst glimpse of what residential schools were like. 
She described it as a very bad situation.

experiences,” she said. 
Being the eldest sibling, Kirkness 

found herself in the role of “teacher” 
very early on.  

During her own education, due to a 
unique set of circumstances Kirkness 
elected not to disclose, she did not 
attend a residential school as society 
has come to understand, though Kirk-
ness did end up eventually teaching 
in the residential school system. 

But for her own education, Kirk-
ness went to school in Teulon. Kirk-
ness said there was no high schools 
available for individual communities 
at that time, so many kids from farm-
ing families would travel to the school 
and stay in either the boys’ or girls’ 
residence, respectively, though not a 
“residential school.”

“It was pretty much all non-native 
students. … Farm kids. Poplarfi eld, 
Fisher Branch, Chatfi eld, you know, 
all the way along,” said Kirkness, add-
ing the Women’s Missionary Society 
paid for her room and board. “There 
were no high schools, so many came 
to Teulon.” 

Once students graduated, Kirkness 
said there were fewer career paths to 
choose from at the time, with many 
women choosing to focus on either 
nursing or teaching. 

Kirkness was pleased to fi nd many 
women choosing to attend “The Nor-
mal School,” as it was called at the 
time, before eventually being re-
named “Manitoba Teachers College” 
in 1958. 

Kirkness graduated in 1959. 
Though she had never planned on 

returning home to stay, Kirkness said 
she always wanted to give back to her 
home community, so her fi rst legiti-
mate teaching job was in Fisher River 
for two years. By her second year, she 
was the principal. 

“But I started to think I wanted to 
teach in a residential school. I wanted 
to know and experience what it was 
like, based on what I had heard from 
my friends,” said Kirkness.

Her fi rst experience at a residential 
school came at Birtle Indian Resi-
dential School, which is southwest of 
what is now Riding Mountain Nation-
al Park. 

“Students were well fed. There was a 

farm and the meals were fi ne and all 
that, but the treatment of the students 
was not. I saw it, and I could tell you 
about instances, and I did go to bat for 
students at one time,” she said.

“A member of the missionary soci-
ety had someone come out and look 
at what was going on. Well, of course 
at that point, everything was perfect. 
Nothing came of that.”

The students in the situation Kirk-
ness referenced “survived” and prof-
ited from their academic education, 
she said, but acknowledged it was a 
bad situation.

The staff actively worked against her  
efforts to have a relationship with stu-
dents outside of class time, she said, 
which was indicative of the negative 
behaviours staff was trying to keep 
under wraps. 

“They didn’t want me to have any-
thing to do with students after school, 
many of whom would try to come af-
ter school ended to visit with me,” said 
Kirkness.

“I didn’t have the time with them I 
would have liked.”

From Birtle, Kirkness moved on to 
Norway House — a combined day 
school as well as a residential school.

Though not without problems of its 
own, Kirkness noted Norway House 
School was very different from Birtle 
and a prime example of the differ-
ences between one residential school 
to another.

Bernard Lee was the principal of the 
Norway House School at the time, and 
Kirkness described him and his wife 
as genuinely good people who were 
working to better the lives of all stu-
dents. Lee’s own children attended 
the school, she said. 

“It was a really good experience, 
with a great staff who were making a 
difference,” said Kirkness, adding she 
worked to encourage Lee to hire more 
Indigenous staff, too. 

“Eventually four of 12 staff members 
were of Indigenous background,”

She added that all the staff got along 
and spent time together. 

But while there were differences 
between residential schools, Kirk-
ness said the intergenerational and 
socioeconomic effects of residential 
schools are “defi nitely” still present in 

today’s society. 
The bottom line, according to Kirk-

ness, is every single Indigenous stu-
dent who ever attended a residential 
school was taken from their parents 
and their culture. 

“They were separated. That’s why 
everybody is affected,” said Kirkness, 
noting she speaks Cree. While there 
aren’t many Cree-speaking people 
in Vancouver, Kirkness said she still, 
to this day, thinks to herself in Cree. 
When she goes for walks, she talks to 
the birds in Cree. 

“I love my language. To think these 
kids were separated from their lan-
guage, their culture; they were sepa-
rated from everything who makes 
them who they are.”

Throughout her career, Kirkness was 
obviously well aware of Indigenous 
culture given her upbringing, while 
also having become aware of the 
condition and treatment of students 
in residential schools by teaching in 
them. 

Kids were discouraged from speak-
ing their native languages at the resi-
dential schools, which Kirkness said 
was asinine because so many of the 
Indigenous students coming in spoke 
their native languages exclusively.

It became evident to those around 
her that Kirkness was the perfect fi t 
for her eventual role as the fi rst cross-
cultural consultant for the Manitoba 
Department of Education Curriculum 
Branch, where between 1967 and 1970, 
she launched the fi rst language im-
mersion programs in Cree and Ojib-
wa in many Manitoba schools.

At the same time as she was working 
to implement language immersion 
programs, Kirkness was also named 
the fi rst education director for the 
Manitoba Indian Brotherhood (MIB), 

which is now known as the Assembly 
of Manitoba Chiefs. 

The leader at the time was Dave 
Courchene, who Kirkness said was 
a diligent, hard-working, strong and 
articulate man who had the ability to 
work with government, and someone 
she learned a lot from in her career. 

Instrumental in developing and im-
planting the MIB’s position paper — 
and its education component — titled 
Wahbung: Our Tomorrows, Kirkness 
said she worked in direct opposition 
to then-Prime Minister Pierre Elliot 
Trudeau and his then-Minister of In-
dian Affairs Jean Chrétien, who would 
also later become prime minister. 

Kirkness and the rest of her MIB col-
leagues, in opposition, defeated the 
Trudeau-led government’s attempt. 
Afterward, she moved on to the Na-
tional Indian Brotherhood and partic-
ipated in the 1972 national policy on 
Indian education called Indian Con-
trol of Indian Education. 

In 1981, Kirkness returned to her 
roots as an educator, at the University 
of British Columbia faculty, where she 
was appointed director of the Native 
Teacher Education Program. Though 
now retired, Kirkness is still an asso-
ciate professor emeritus at UBC. 

Having too many accolades to men-
tion specifi cally — including being 
awarded the Order of Canada — Kirk-
ness’ resume is well-decorated. In her 
career, Kirkness has written and ed-
ited eight books and is published in a 
wide array of academic journals. 

She published her autobiography in 
2013, titled Creating Space: My Life and 
Work in Indigenous Education.

In her book, Kirkness suggests:
“Aboriginal history, values and 

knowledge are not just for Natives.”

 >  TRAILBLAZERS, FROM PG. 3

offi ce will be closed on offi ce will be closed on 
Monday, February 15th Monday, February 15th 

in honour of Louis Riel Day.in honour of Louis Riel Day.

TribuneStonewall TeulonStonewall Teulon

 >  Got something you want to get off your chest? 
How about an act of kindness to share?

Send your letters to the editor or acts of kindness to 
news@expressweeklynews.ca. 

Please include your name, address, 
and phone number for confi rmation purposes.
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

Take care of details so they 
don’t have to. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca
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Commodity groups upset with provincial ag minister
By Evan Matthews

With proposed changes to the 
AgriStability Program on the table, 
Manitoba commodity groups say if 
the province does not embrace those 
changes, the future of the local agri-
cultural industry is in peril. 

Twenty commodity groups — in-
cluding Keystone Agricultural Pro-
ducers (KAP), Manitoba Beef Pro-
ducers, Dairy Farmers of Manitoba, 
Keystone Potato Producers, among 
16 others — are displeased with the 
provincial Minister of Agriculture 
and Resource Development Minister 
Blaine Pedersen.

The 20 commodity groups sent a let-
ter to the Manitoba Government ask-
ing to ratify changes to the AgriStabil-
ity program. The federal government 
proposed the changes at its agricul-
ture ministers’ meeting on Nov. 27.

“Producers and farm groups have 
sent a unanimous message of support 
for the proposal and need to know 
what Manitoba has decided. The ref-
erence margin limit (RML) has a large 
impact on (producers’) eligibility for 
AgriStability,” said KAP president 
Campbell, suggesting AgriStability 
would be improved by eliminating 
the RML. 

“With time running out, it remains 
unclear if Manitoba will support these 
enhancements or walk away, and 
leave millions of dollars on the table.”

He further emphasized that to ig-
nore the suggested changes would be 
an abject failure to protect Manitoba 
producers and would jeopardize the 
provincial agricultural industry into 
the future. 

What is the RML?
The most signifi cant change the fed-

eral government suggested was to re-
move the RML from the AgriStability 
program. 

According to Campbell, the RML 
is an equation factoring in revenues 
and expenditures, 
and whether or not a 
producer has experi-
enced revenue losses 
signifi cant enough 
to “hit the trigger,” 
on the AgriStability 
— insurance — pro-
gram. 

By removing the 
RML, commodity 
groups suggest the 
program will be sim-
plifi ed and have a 
more accessible trig-
ger for lower-cost op-
erations.

Although commodity groups have 
stated publicly that the proposed 
changes are still less than ideal, the 
proposed changes are a step in the 
right direction and an acceptable 
compromise.

The groups also stated a proposed 
increase in coverage from 70 per cent 
to 80 per cent would make the pro-
gram more effective for those who 
suffer a signifi cant loss.

Minister’s response
But the minister disagreed with com-

modity groups in his response on Jan. 
26. He said the proposed changes do 
not address many of the outstanding 

issues associated with the program. 
Referencing the elimination of the 

RML, Pedersen said while payments 
to some sectors would increase, it 
would not address concerns related to 
“predictability, competitiveness and 
timeliness.” 

“The increase of compensation rate 
will largely benefi t 
program partici-
pants who already 
trigger payments 
most frequently, 
but does not ad-
dress equity, com-
plexity, timeliness 
or predictability,” 
said Pedersen. 

“Although devel-
opment of these 
long-term options 
is ongoing, indus-
try supported the 
continued devel-
opment of these 

potential alternatives, including more 
insurance options to cover risk. 

“It is vital that government and in-
dustry partners focus their concerted 
efforts and resources to create real 
and long-lasting improvements to the 
Business Risk Management (BRM) 
that work for our producers.”

But the minister’s response is vague 
and insuffi cient in the eyes of many, 
including KAP. 

Campbell said KAP has continu-
ally called on both the provincial and 
federal governments to strengthen 
BRM programming for producers. 
Through the existing Canadian Agri-
cultural Partnership framework, BRM 

programs can, with some adjustment, 
provide effective industry support, 
according to Campbell. 

But the time to adjust is now. 
“As we look at business models and 

risk producers take these days, if the 
government is not willing to ensure 
they do their job with regards to pro-
tecting our export markets and insur-
ing we have sound and reasonable 
means to get our product to export; 
if they are not willing to stand up for 
trade deals that have been developed; 
why as a producer should I bear the 
brunt of their inability to look after 
what I have built my business model 
around?” asked Campbell, speaking 
to evolution of the canola market in 
Manitoba is one of the most exported 
crops in the province. China put sanc-
tions on two Manitoba-based compa-
nies in 2020 as a result of federal trade 
negotiations, which resulted in a sig-
nifi cant market drop. 

“Now I, as a producer, without 
changes to the program, am bearing 
the brunt of that. We need more sta-
bility,” he said, describing another cir-
cumstance last summer in which the 
rail companies could not get enough 
product to the point of export. 

In that situation, Campbell said the 
producers lived up to their end of the 
bargain in producing crops, but the 
transportation sector of the industry 
couldn’t live up to its end. Campbell 
said, again, it was producers who bore 
the brunt. 

“To disregard this issue, and ignore 
suggested changes, suggests the min-
ister will not stand up for Manitoba’s 
agriculture industry.”

“TO DISREGARD 
THIS … SUGGESTS 
THE MINISTER WILL 
NOT STAND UP 
FOR MANITOBA’S 
AGRICULTURE 
INDUSTRY.” 

Peguis pushes back on provincial fl ood outlet channel
By Evan Matthews

Peguis First Nation is calling for a halt to conversations 
between the federal and provincial governments regard-
ing the Lake Manitoba and Lake St. Martin Outlet Chan-
nels Project. 

The First Nation said in a public statement that Manito-
ba Premier Brian Pallister’s announcement regarding the 
joint Canada/Manitoba funding agreement is symbolic of 
a willingness to sign a deal “behind the backs of First Na-
tions.”

“It’s an insult. Premier Pallister didn’t even have the 
courtesy to pick up the phone and let us know about his 
announcement that has a direct impact on our community. 
That should tell you all you need to know about the state 
of relations,” said Peguis Chief Glenn Hudson in the press 
release.

“The short- and long-term effects of this project … has 
not been adequately assessed or understood.

“We are aware of models directly contradicting the En-
vironmental Impact Study, and we want that information 
considered before proceeding,” he said, with no direct ref-
erence of which models he was referring to. Chief Hudson 
could not be reached by press time. 

The province has said publicly that the outlet channels 
project — which is estimated to cost a total of $540 million, 
cost-shared between the federal and provincial govern-
ments — is the largest and most signifi cant fl ood mitiga-
tion project undertaken in Manitoba since the Red River 
Floodway expansion. 

The project is said to improve drainage and mitigate 
fl oods, according to the province, by diverting high water 
levels from Lake Manitoba to Lake St. Martin, and then 
ultimately to Lake Winnipeg, through two respective man-
made channels. 

“Since 2016, our government has 
been fi ghting to get this needed outlet 
built, to protect Manitobans and pre-
vent future fl ooding disasters from 
happening,” said Pallister. 

“It has been a decade since … the 

Continued on page 8
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Reading offers an unrivalled escape 
By Evan Matthews

Do you remember The Pagemaster?
It’s a 1994 animated fi lm with a star-

studded cast featuring Macaulay 
Culkin, Christopher Lloyd, Sir Patrick 
Stewart and Whoopi Goldberg. 

The premise, as listed on Rotten To-
matoes, is a young boy seeks shelter 
from a terrible storm inside a nearby 
— and very creepy — library. 

In the library, he is transformed into 
an animated illustration and has to 
overcome an array of challenges taken 
from classic books — Moby-Dick and 
Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, 
as a couple examples — to return to 
the real world. 

For adults it’s not the most engag-
ing watch necessarily. But for a young 
child, what a ride. 

It perfectly encapsulates what read-
ing can provide a person, aside from 
the often-discussed benefi ts such 
as mental stimulation and brain 
strengthening, improved vocabulary 
and sleep aid.

The fi lm is topical given that Feb-
ruary is I Love to Read Month in our 

province. 
Reading offers an escape from the 

real world; actually, it offers many. 
How many of us enjoy television, 

video games, sports, over consump-
tion of food and drink, drugs and/or 
alcohol? 

Not to say any of these things are 
negative (in moderation and with bal-
ance), but why is reading looked at so 
differently, like a chore? For so many 
of us, re-discovering our love for 
reading is re-defi ning our relation-
ship with books. 

From the fi ctional fantasy realm 
of medieval dungeons and dragons 
or the sci-fi  realm of aliens and time 
travel to the non-fi ctional realm of 
historical biographies and/or event-
based reading — these are just a few 
examples. 

But the examples illustrate the point: 
there truly is something for everyone, 
if a person is willing to work to fi nd a 
book that appeals to them.

Reading offers any person an oppor-
tunity sometimes unavailable even in 
the real world: instantaneous change 

of scenery to a different place, time or 
perspective. 

Maybe the most beautiful aspect to 
reading is the vastness of what’s avail-
able to you. 

In the reading community, a com-
mon saying is, “never read a book you 
don’t like.” There are just too many 
out there. If you don’t like one, don’t 
waste your time. Put it down and pick 
up another. 

An Interlake educator said this week, 
“If a person says they don’t like to 
read, it’s more likely they just haven’t 
found the right book.”

To build on that statement, we now 
live in a time that you can also take 
in a book in different ways: e-books 
or audio books, or social networking 
websites like goodreads.com. 

But to say “I don’t like to read,” is a 
lazy perspective. What you’re saying 
is “I don’t (know what I) like to read,” 
and it’s worth exploring. 

You won’t regret it, and you might 
just fi nd yourself saying, “I Love to 
Read.”

Province increases funding to public school divisions

Submitted by Manitoba government
Manitoba’s public schools system 

will see another increase in the Fund-
ing of Schools Program for the 2021-
22 school year of $20.8 million, or 1.56 
per cent, for a total $1.35 billion, the 
highest total investment in Manito-
ba’s history, Education Minister Cliff 
Cullen announced Friday.

The increase includes $6.7 million, 
or a 0.5 per cent increase to base fund-

ing for public schools, and this year’s 
commitment includes an additional 
$5.5 million for special needs funding 
for school divisions, along with other 
grants. This special needs funding 
supports students with disabilities 
and with exceptional needs, providing 
student specifi c supports determined 
by school teams such as educational 
assistants or assistive technology.

“This announcement continues 

our commitment to the success of 
students by making record levels of 
annual investment in our student’s 
education while also keeping our 
students, teachers and staff safe,” 
said Cullen. “Our education system 
is one of the best funded in Canada, 
and parents need to know that our 
government will continue to support 
their children’s futures.”

Manitoba has the third-highest 
spending per student in Canada at 
$14,815, after Saskatchewan and New 
Brunswick.

Increases special needs funding while 
reducing burden on property ratepayers

Continued on page 7
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 EXPRESS PHOTO BY JUDY PLETT
Alec Plett made an ice-pectacular halo after throwing a cup of boiling water into the -43 windchill last Sat-
urday. The hot water instantly froze and turned into ice crystals as it was thrown into mid air. 
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Province to take a cautious approach to reopening: Roussin
By Lorne Stelmach

The province was poised to further 
ease restrictions this week, but the 
chief public health offi cer continued 
to stress a cautious approach while 
COVID-19 case numbers continue to 
improve in Manitoba.

Dr. Brent Roussin acknowledged the 
increasing pressure to more widely 
reopen the economy at the Monday 
update, but he reminded Manitobans 
about our recent history when the 
second wave of the virus hit in the fall. 

“We can’t undo all of this hard 
work by simply opening everything 
up again,” said Roussin. “We know 
there’s hope on the horizon with the 
vaccine. We know there’s hope be-
cause our numbers have been coming 
down as well, but we have to continue 
to be cautious.

“We can see that the restrictions 
that we have in place are quite tough. 
They affect Manitobans to different 
degrees, but they are working,” he 

continued. “In a lot of circumstances, 
people have stepped up and done a 
great job, but we’ve been here before.

“We continually hear about how safe 
everything is to open up and operate, 
but our numbers don’t describe that; 
our numbers in October show it’s not 
safe to open everything up all at once, 
and our restrictions show that they 
work.

“Our numbers today are again 
trending in the right direction. These 
numbers are the lowest we’ve seen 
since early in the fall. ... This is all a re-
sult of the work of Manitobans.”

On Monday, public health offi cials 
reported a third consecutive day of 
the lowest case counts since the fall.

The Interlake-Eastern total case 
breakdown by district as of Monday, 
was as follows: A total of 232 cases, up 
89 cases from Feb. 1 with 240 active 
cases, 2,057 recovered, 18 currently in 
the hospital with one of those in ICU 
and 35 deaths. 

Arborg/Riverton 69 recovered cases; 
Beausejour 136 recovered; Eriksdale/
Ashern 17 active cases, 140 recovered 
and 7 deaths; Fisher/Peguis 26 active 
cases and 325 recovered, 3 deaths; 
Gimli 29 recovered; Northern Re-
mote 177 active cases, 289 recovered 
and 4 deaths; Pinawa/Lac du Bonnet 
53 recovered; Powerview/Pine Falls 
10 active case and 142 recovered and 
one death; Selkirk 93 recovered and 2 
deaths; Springfi eld 161 recovered and 
11 deaths; St. Clements 90 recovered 
and 1 death; St. Laurent 17 recovered; 
Stonewall/Teulon 145 recovered and 4 
deaths; Unknown District 199 recov-
ered and 1 death; Whiteshell 25 re-
covered and Winnipeg Beach/St. An-
drews 4 active cases and 14 recovered 
and 1 death.

State of emergency extended
 another month

The Manitoba government has ex-
tended the state of emergency once 

again in light of the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

The extension began last Tuesday 
and runs for another 30 days.

Manitoba fi rst declared a state of 
emergency last March. It has been ex-
tended every month since.

“This extension marks the one-year 
implementation of Manitoba’s state of 
emergency and has been the longest 
period in a state of emergency in the 
province’s history,” said Infrastruc-
ture Minister Ron Schuler, minister 
responsible for the Manitoba Emer-
gency Measures Organization. 

“Our government recognizes that 
there is still a lot of work to be done 
against the fi ght of COVID-19 and 
will continue to take the necessary 
precautions for the health and safety 
of all Manitobans.”

The province committed that school 
divisions would not see their funding 
reduced due to enrolment variations 
because of COVID-19. The province 
will also continue to ensure all school 
divisions receive no less than 98 per 
cent of the operating funding they re-
ceived a year earlier.

School divisions also raise revenue 
through local education property 
taxes. The Manitoba government will 
continue to support Manitobans by 
reducing the local property tax bur-
den for ratepayers. School divisions 
will freeze their education property 
taxes and the province will provide a 
Property Tax Offset Grant equivalent 
to a two per cent property tax increase 
or $22.8 million. This is over and above 
the $20.8-million commitment for the 
Funding of Schools Program.

“The province remains committed 
to modernizing Manitoba’s education 
system to ensure our students are 
well prepared for whatever path they 
choose, whether it is post-second-
ary education, joining the workforce 
or staring their own business,” said 
Cullen. “Our students, parents and 
education staff need to know that re-
gardless of the challenges we are fac-
ing, we will be there to support their 
educational needs and to ensure their 
children have the best opportunity for 
success.”

This annual funding commitment 
builds upon the previous announce-
ment to support schools with the 
$185-million Safe Schools Funding for 
COVID-related expenses.

>   FUNDING, 
FROM PG. 6
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Dear Editor,
A big Thank You to Patricia Barrett 

for her article in last week’s Express: 
“Province’s proposed regulation on 
nutrient targets for Lake Winnipeg 
misses the mark”.

Also a big Thank You to Bill Buckels, 
who provided a lot of the informa-
tion, and to Robert T. Kristjanson, who 
raised the issue of blue green algal 
blooms earlier in Letters to the Editor.

The article is a timely reminder that 
Lake Winnipeg is sick.

The fi rst step to restore the health of 
the lake is to set realistic targets for 
nutrients such as phosphorus. 

A proposed concentration of 0.05 
milligrams phosphorus per litre is too 
high. A more realistic concentration of 
0.02 mg/litre is much to be preferred.

There are many individuals, associa-
tions and organizations, including the 
Coalition to Save Lake Winnipeg, that 
are deeply concerned about the lake.

Now is the time to visit the “Manito-
ba Regulatory Consultation Portal at 
https://reg.gov.mb.ca to indicate that 
phosphorus concentrations for Lake 
Winnipeg be no higher than 0.02mg/l.

In addition, everybody should con-
tact Premier Brian Pallister at pre-
mier@leg.gov.mb.ca and/or your local 

MLA.
For Gimli it is the recently appointed 

Minister of Municipal Relations, Der-
ek Johnson, at minmr@leg.gov.mb.ca

You may also want to contact the 
Minister of Conservation and Cli-
mate, Sarah Guillemard, at mincc@
leg.gov.mb.ca and the Minister of Ag-
riculture and Resource Development, 
Blaine Pedersen at minagr@leg.gov.
mb.ca and insist that the government 
establish low nutrient concentration 
levels for Lake Winmipeg such as 
0.02mg/l  for phosphorus.

- Fred Veldink 
Environment Committee of the 

Silver Harbour Property Owners As-
sociation

Lake Winnipeg nutrient 
target misses the mark 
article hits the target

The provincial government’s failure 
to adequately fund public education, 
for fi ve years in a row, will have dire 
and long-lasting effects on the de-
livery of education and student out-
comes for Manitoba students.

“The government boasts that this 
is the most funding public education 
has ever received, but that’s only half 
the story,” said Manitoba Teachers So-
ciety (MTS) president James Bedford. 
“What is missing from this narra-
tive is the fact that this funding is not 
enough to meet the increasing needs 
of Manitoba’s K-12 student popula-
tion.”

Bedford also said that increased re-
sources will be required to meet stu-
dents’ recovery learning needs fol-
lowing the pandemic.

Today’s investment of 1.56 per cent 
continues the government’s trend of 

funding public education below the 
rate of infl ation. When capital funding 
is deducted from the total, the amount 
of funding going into Manitoba class-
rooms is barely 1 per cent.

“The COVID-19 pandemic has re-
inforced the important role of public 
education in our society. It has also 
highlighted the signifi cant inequities 
in the system,” Bedford said. “With 
everything that has happened in the 
past year, the government’s contin-
ued refusal to invest in public educa-
tion is incomprehensible.”

The government has continued to 
tighten the purse strings on educa-
tion funding, and with the impend-
ing release of the recommendations 
from the K-12 education review, there 
is concern that schools will have to 
make tough choices about staffi ng 
and programming, Bedford said.

“We have said from day one, that 
any additional costs to implement-
ing the K-12 recommendations must 
come with adequate funding. There 

is simply no room for extras,” he said. 
“At the end of the day, when the gov-
ernment does not fulfi ll its funding 
responsibility, it’s the students that 
suffer and quite frankly that is unac-
ceptable.”

The government also announced a 
$5.5 million increase to special needs 
funding.

“We are pleased to see that gov-
ernment is responding to concerns 
we have been raising around special 
needs funding,” Bedford said. “We 
look forward to hearing the details on 
how these funds will be used in the 
classrooms to meet these diverse stu-
dent needs.”

In a recent poll conducted by View-
points Research, on behalf of The 
Manitoba Teachers’ Society, the ma-
jority of Manitobans (64 per cent) said 
that the province should spend more 
on education.

- Raman Job
MTS Public Relations Facilitator

Funding falls short 
for fi fth year

What a relief from the COVID-19 
pandemic it is to be able to watch 
NHL hockey games on television. 
And what a change in scenery  
the games are now that the Trump 
era is fi nally over. With the reor-
ganization of the NHL where the 
seven Canadian teams are now 
playing against each other in the 
same division, competition has 
intensifi ed and new rivalries are 
becoming evident. Few players 
show more intensity and desire 
to play hockey than the Tkachuk 
brothers — Matthew, who plays 
for the Calgary Flames, and Brady 
with the Ottawa Senators. And 
it runs in the family. Their dad, 
Keith Tkachuk, played for the fi rst 
version of the Winnipeg Jets for 
many years. 

We, Interlakers should be very 
proud of these two boys because 
of their family ties to this region 
of Manitoba. Their grandparents, 
great-grandparents and great-
great-grandparents — the Osters, 
the Trakalos, the Petrachecks and 
the Philipchuks — were pioneers 
and residents of Shorncliffe, Me-
leb and Skylake, communities in 
the Interlake. 

Congratulations to Matthew and 
Brady for making it into the NHL 
and thank you for providing our 
nation with wonderful entertain-
ment.

Sincerely, 
Tony Sorokowski,

an Arborg relative

Feisty Tkachuks 
of the NHL

letter to the editor Letters to the Editor: 
letters@expressweeklynews.ca  

fl ood of 2011. The physical, social and 
fi nancial impacts of that fl ood are still 
impacting Manitobans. 

“Far too many Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people lost their homes, 
their community and their way of life. 
It’s time to put all that right,” he said, 
adding the project is the “single-most 
important infrastructure project in re-
cent Manitoba history.”

Premier Pallister noted in his state-
ments that the project is predicted 
to contribute roughly $335 million to 
Manitoba’s GDP, with an additional 
$165 million in GDP to other parts of 
Canada, as construction material is 
sourced out-of-province.

The project workforce is estimated 
to average 300 people per year over 
fi ve years of construction, which the 
premier added is crucial for Mani-
toba’s economic recovery through the 
COVID pandemic.

Though the province alleges par-
ticipating in 174 meetings with In-
digenous communities and impacted 
groups to consult about the project, 
formal agreements with eight First 
Nations, and nearly $5 million in en-
vironmental impact assessments, the 
provincial perspective is not shared 
by all First Nations.

Hudson, and his council, said the 
government is hiding the fact that the 

premier and his ministers have re-
fused meaningful consultation. Peguis 
council said the province is ignoring 
science and refusing to consider more 
effective options.

“The project does not protect our fu-
ture because our government’s think-
ing is stuck in the past, when water 
was plentiful, clean, reliable and 
stable, when the main priority was 
draining wetlands and previous water 
resources to increase the agricultural 
land base.

“A time before change began to cre-
ate devastating cycles of fl ood and 
drought,” said Hudson. 

“There must be a fundamental shift 
in the thinking behind government 
policy and this project. One way to 
do that in engaging in meaningful 

partnership with First Nations, and 
to consider measures such as wetland 
restoration and water storage facili-
ties to stem some of the water fl ow, 
instead of simply digging another 
ditch and moving the problem down-
stream.”

The province has also made expro-
priation offers to 23 affected property 
owners in the RM of Grahamdale re-
lating to the project. Most of the prop-
erty owners feel their land has been 
undervalued and will fi ght the prov-
ince on the project. 

In July 2020, Grahamdale Reeve 
Randy Sigurdson said the RM of Gra-
hamdale is ready to support and ad-
vocate for its land owners.

 >  OUTLET, FROM PG. 5
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   Woodland Courts
“Assisted Living Suites”
387 Annie Street, Selkirk, MB. R1A 3Y8

1 & 2 Bedroom Suites Available!
RENT INCLUDES

3 Meals per day (All meals are prepared by our 
professionally trained kitchen staff).

Weekly light housekeeping 
Daily garbage collection.

Activities & Outings
All Utilities*

Cambridge House
Independent Living Suites

300 Tudor Road, Selkirk, MB R1A 2G6

2 Bedroom Suites Available!
In-Suite Washer Dryer

All Utilities*
English Pub and Movie Theatre Onsite

 
For Tour, Information & Application Forms

Tracy Flores at (204) 785-1066 Ext:1
*Excluding Telephone, Cable, Internet

Bringing the Chautauqua Tour into the classroom
By Nicole Buffi e

While Theatre Projects Manitoba 
cannot offer their usual in-person 
programming due to the novel coro-
navirus, they have adapted operations 
to continue to provide free program-
ming to the Interlake community.

The company brought arts, culture 
and workshops to the Interlake area 
in 2018 in the form of a Chautauqua 
tour.

“We have a big focus on Manitoba 
stories and homegrown stories,” Em-
ily Solstice Tate, associate producer of 
Theatre Projects Manitoba. “So it was 
about leaving the city and going out 
into the land and fi nding a connection 
with all Manitobans, and including 
rural stories and perspectives into the 
work of theatre projects.”

The idea for the project came from 
an early 20th-century group of enter-
tainers who travelled through Canada 
and the U.S. performing shows and 
offering lectures, including the In-
terlake area of Manitoba. The theatre 
company revived the concept in 2018.

During the last Interlake Chautau-
qua tour, the artists visited commu-
nities including Arborg, Eriksdale, 
Teulon and Steep Rock. This year, the 
digital programming will premiere 
their projects in Arborg, Eriksdale, 
Riverton and Selkirk in June if public 
health orders allow it.

As the COVID-19 pandemic halted 
many in-person events, Theatre Proj-
ects Manitoba pivoted the Chautau-
qua tour to offer it in a digital medi-
um, rebranding it as the Micro Digital 
Arts Exchange.

“We were totally caught in the plan-
ning stage of like, trying to under-
stand what’s going on in the world,” 
Solstice Tate said. “How do we keep 
moving forward with plans? How do 
we keep people safe? How do we keep 
people feeling safe, not just doing it, 
but actually ensuring that people felt 
comfortable?”

She said the company had two goals 
after that: offer some sort of program-
ming free of charge and continue to 
stay in contact with the communities 
they planned to visit.

“Since 2018 this has been about 
creating genuine connections and 
dialogue with the communities and 
seeing what they’re interested in 
art-wise,” said Solstice Tate. “And the 
other thing is the continued desire to 
engage artists during the pandemic 
and engaging with communities and 
trying to create a hub of resources for 
both artists and community mem-

bers.”
Instead of taking their talents on the 

road for week-long stints at commu-
nity centres and backyards, the team 
of artists will instead pair with teach-
ers and classrooms in the region to 
provide workshops for students based 
on their needs and skills. Artists work 
with students virtually over one week 
to create art projects and premiere in 
the summer months.

The dedicated team of artists include 
painters, actors, playwrights, among 
others, to create a diverse roster of op-
tions for those looking to sign up.

Tanner Manson, administrative and 
outreach associate for Theatre Proj-
ects Manitoba, said after the theatre 
company pivoted to the online plat-
form, the outreach from artists want-
ing to participate was overwhelming.

“Everyone’s been very happy and 
excited to have something ongoing 
and to know that people are reaching 
out and thinking of us,” he said.

In addition to the arts exchange pro-
gram, the theatre company is provid-
ing online workshops featuring the 
same artists called Winter Warm-up 
Workshops at no cost. They include 
sign painting, creative writing and 
music production.

Solstice Tate said with the digital of-
ferings it gives those who wouldn’t 
usually have access to these programs 

the chance to explore their creative 
sides, while also giving space to art-
ists that wouldn’t normally get recog-
nition.

“I think that’s a strength for us just 
to learn in general, can you give ac-
cess to everyone 
to the arts? And 
that’s really im-
portant to us,” she 
said. 

Teachers or individuals interested 
in the programs or looking for more 
information can email tanner@the-
atreprojectsmanitoba.ca or call 204-
989-2400.

   EXPRESS PHOTO  SUBMITTED
Associate producer for Theatre Projects Manitoba and performer Em-
ily Solstice Tate will be offering her artistic expertise to classes in the 
Interlake region for the 2021 Chautauqua Tour, now dubbed the Micro 
Digital Arts Exchange.

In-person program goes digital for 2021
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What’s                 story?  

We want to hear from you. 
The Express Weekly News connects people through 

stories to build stronger communities.
Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836

Details about COVID vaccination super site for Interlake-Eastern RHA not yet available
By Patricia Barrett

The provincial government an-
nounced the implementation of a CO-
VID-19 vaccination super site in the 
Interlake-Eastern Regional Health 
Authority (IERHA) last week but 
hasn’t yet released any details about 
it.

The Express reached out to the prov-
ince about the inoculation facility; 
questions were acknowledged, but no 
information was provided.

Geographically, the Interlake-East-
ern region is vast with 61,000 square 
kilometres and 10 per cent of Mani-
toba’s population. The province was 
asked whether there will be two sites 
established for each half of the region 
and whether physician offi ces and 
pharmacies will be helping inoculate 
residents.

In its COVID-19 Vaccination Task 
Force Update document released Jan. 
27 — and viewed Monday for up-
dates — the province said it would be 
launching “immunization hubs” and 
“pop-up sites” to reach smaller popu-
lation centres in rural and northern 
areas. The document states a “limited 
launch” is to start this week. 

The IERHA has 10 hospitals, 17 com-
munity health offi ces, one QuickCare 
clinic and a mobile clinic (2019 data). 
Whether these facilities will be uti-
lized in the inoculation effort is yet to 
be seen.

Lauralou Cicierski, communications 
lead for the IERHA, said last Thurs-

day that the health authority is “in the 
process of working with the province 
to fi nalize the location” of the vaccina-
tion super site.

The province currently has three su-
per sites, one in Winnipeg at the RBC 
Convention Centre, a second in Bran-
don at the Keystone Centre and the 
third in Thompson at the Thompson 
Regional Community Centre. Pop-up 
sites are scheduled to begin this week 
in The Pas and Flin Flon. 

Both super sites and pop-up sites are 
inoculating people who meet the cur-
rent eligibility criteria, which includes 
health-care workers, long-term care 
workers and home care workers. 

As of Monday, over 106 million peo-
ple worldwide have been infected 
with COVID-19 and 2.3 million have 
died. Canada has had 809,000 infec-
tions and 20,760 deaths. Manitoba 
has had over 30,000 infections and 846 
people have died (data: Johns Hop-
kins University, Feb. 8).

The province had been experiencing 
a delay in the roll-out of vaccines, but 
the situation changed Monday when 
it was informed that it can expect to 
receive 3,510 doses of the Pfi zer-Bi-
oNTech vaccine this week and 15,210 
doses next week.

According to the task force update, 
the government plans to execute 
“large-scale deliveries once vaccine 
scarcity is addressed.”

The task force also noted that there 
are three vaccines (unnamed) “in de-

velopment” that could be suitable 
“if approved for use” for doctors and 
pharmacies to administer to the pub-
lic.

Questions from the Express about 
the names of those vaccines weren’t 
answered. The province has already 
inoculated Manitobans with COVID 
vaccines from Pfi zer-BioNTech and 
from Moderna.

Recent research on vaccines already 
on the market has found some lacking 
protective effects against mutations of 

the COVID-19 virus. 
The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine, 

for instance, was found to have 10 per 
cent effi cacy against the South African 
variant. Pfi zer-BioNTech said its vac-
cine is “likely to be effective” against 
the United Kingdom strain of COVID, 
which is currently the most common 
stain circulating in Canada. Cases of 
the South African and Brazilian CO-
VID strains have also been identifi ed 
in Canada.

 EXPRESS FILE PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Selkirk Regional Health Centre Emergency Entrance

Tax reduction and COVID relief promised in budget

By Nicole Buffi e
Education taxes on property, health-

care and senior care were at the top of 
the list for the 2021 budget for Mani-
tobans living in rural areas as they 
made their voices heard during a Feb. 
3 telephone town hall.

A series of virtual forums were held 

throughout January and the begin-
ning of February to get input from 
residents on what they would like to 
see prioritized from the provincial 
government on their spending.

For the last virtual meeting residents 
took to the phone lines to ask Finance 
Minister Scott Fielding questions re-
garding the upcoming budget for the 
fi scal year.

During his opening remarks, Field-
ing highlighted areas in which the 
provincial government spent extra 
money, including mental health and 
addictions initiatives such as RAAM 
clinics and programming for adults 
and children. He also noted that while 
the government entered the fi scal 
year in a $5-million surplus, they will 
end it in a $2-billion defi cit due to CO-
VID-19.

“What is important, though, and 

distinguishes ourselves as the gov-
ernment, is we have a plan to get our-
selves back into balance once the pan-
demic is over,” Fielding said.

The health minister said the cash 
went towards responding to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Fielding also not-
ed the province issued $1.2 million 
in fi nes related to residents fl outing 
public health orders. The province 
hopes the money collected will help 
offset the projected defi cit, which is 
projected to be balanced once-again 
in eight years.

While the projected numbers 
weren’t a point of focus for callers, 
many inquired about the plan to 
eliminate education taxes on proper-
ty. One caller asked how the province 
plans to continue funding education 
without the revenue from the taxes, 
which will be phased out in the com-
ing years.

“We think we can do it through 
growth,” Fielding answered. “When 
you have a situation where you’re 

leading the country in things like pri-
vate sector capital investments, busi-
nesses are coming to Manitoba and 
it’s growing, so there’s going to be 
growth that will happen, so obviously 
we’re going to allocate some of that 
growth dollars to making life a little 
bit more affordable for you as a Mani-
toban.”

Manitobans also inquired about how 
seniors programs and health-care will 
be funded and how much of the bud-
get will be allocated to it.

The province said they have in-
creased spending on seniors by $594 
million every year since 2016 when 
the conservative party took offi ce. 
Fielding said they will continue to do 
so to provide more cataract, hip and 
knee surgeries. 

The province will also continue to 
reference the VIRGO report, a study 
commissioned by the province to look 
at programming and facilities to ad-

Rural residents provide input for 2021 
provincial budget

Continued on page 13
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Former LWSB chair/Gimli mayor, biologist weigh in on nutrient targets for Lake Winnipeg
 By Patricia Barrett

Fifteen years ago, the Lake Winnipeg Stewardship 
Board gave the provincial government a set of rec-
ommendations on how to reduce frequent and ex-
tensive algal blooms and arrest deteriorating water 
quality in the lake.

Back then the board insisted that a reduction of 
nutrients (phosphorous and nitrogen) from sources 
such as wastewater treatment plants and agricul-
tural operations was a matter of “urgency” and rec-
ommended the government set nutrient targets as 
one means of addressing the serious ecological is-
sue.

With the current government’s recent proposal to 
set nutrient targets that will (if achieved) be a throw-
back to the 1990s, a time of plentiful, long-lasting al-
gal blooms, the LWSB’s overall recommendation to 
reduce nutrients to “pre-1970 levels” has seemingly 
been shelved.

Bill Barlow, former of chair of the LWSB, said there 
was a feeling of hope back in 2006 when the LWSB’s 
report and its 135 recommendations hit the desk of 
the provincial government, as well as in 2009 when 
the LWSB gave the province a “satisfactory” grade 
on a majority (79 targets or 59 per cent) of the rec-
ommendations it carried out. 

Despite small signs of progress, the LWSB gave 
the government a “marginal” grade on the setting 
of nutrient targets and recommended it “accelerate” 
the process. 

While he continued to teach English at Gimli High 
School and serve as mayor of Gimli, Barlow devoted 
seven years of his life to chairing the LWSB. He said 
last week he’s aware of the nutrient targets the cur-
rent government has proposed [a new regulation 
under the Water Protection Act] and that they “go 
back to 1990s levels.” Why is his big question.

“What I don’t have a good feel for is the province’s 
rationale for setting 1990s [nutrient levels] as op-
posed to the 1970s levels we recommended,” said 
Barlow by phone. 

Formed in 2003, the LWSB’s purpose was to as-
sist the provincial government in implementing 
an action plan and identifying actions necessary to 
“reduce nitrogen and phosphorus loading to Lake 
Winnipeg to pre-1970 levels.”

In 2006 it presented the province with a report, 
titled, “Reducing Nutrient Loading to Lake Winni-
peg and its Watershed: Our Collective Responsi-
bility and Commitment to Action,” which included 
recommendations based on information obtained 
from the public, scientists, governments and agen-
cies.

The board stressed it was imperative to take ac-
tion: “There is an urgency surrounding the recom-
mendations contained in this report. Algal blooms 
on Lake Winnipeg continue to increase in frequen-
cy, duration, and intensity, an ominous sign that the 
lake is not well,” wrote Barlow in the introduction. 

The LWSB’s 135 recommendations included ad-
dressing transboundary (United States) and inter-
jurisdictional (Ontario, Saskatchewan and Alberta) 
nutrient polluters, minimizing nutrient loss from 
agricultural operations, preserving wetlands, de-
veloping nutrient abatement plans for large and 
small wastewater treatment facilities, and setting 
“ecologically relevant” nutrient objectives for the 
lake.

The LWSB’s follow-up report in 2009, titled, 
“Manitoba’s Progress Towards Implementing Rec-
ommendations of the Lake Winnipeg Stewardship 

Board,” evaluated the province’s progress. Of the 
135 recommendations, the board noted that prog-
ress on nine (6.5 per cent) of them was rated excel-
lent, 79 (59 per cent) rated satisfactory, 38 (28 per 
cent) rated marginal and nine (6.5 per cent) rated 
unsatisfactory.

Barlow acknowledged then that changing the be-
haviour of watershed polluters would be a “diffi cult 
long-term process.” And he still feels some of the 
major recommendations, “to be fair,” needed sev-
eral years to be completed.

At present, though, he said an overview is over-
due.

“We need a study that says these recommenda-
tions were made over a decade ago. What’s been 
accomplished at this point?” said Barlow. “We have 
a number of different groups and agencies and gov-
ernment departments involved in this, and I have a 
sense there’s not been a strong overview of where 
we’re at.”

Barlow said the urgency in the 2000s to clean up 
the lake hasn’t abated; algal blooms continue to 
blight the lake today, affecting commercial and 
sport fi shers, tourism and the economy. The adage 
“better late than never” with regard to the prov-
ince’s recent setting of nutrient targets just doesn’t 
apply. 

“I highlighted back then the fact that this wasn’t 
something [the government] could have a look at 
and put on the shelf for a while. We said it’s urgent 
to take action. The fact is it’s [over a decade] later 
that these particular targets are being set,” said Bar-
low. “You can’t really say with an issue like this that 
it’s better late than never.”

University of Winnipeg emeritus professor of biol-
ogy Eva Pip, who has published over 100 scientifi c 
papers on water quality, algal toxins and environ-
mental impacts of intensive livestock operations, to 
mention a few, recently provided feedback to the 
provincial government on its proposed nutrient 
targets. 

Pip shared her 18-page analysis — footnoted with 
her own and other’s research — with the Express.

Pip underscores the deleterious impacts of algae, 
which remove oxygen from the lake that then cre-
ates “unsustainable” demands for it and kills fi sh 
and organisms such as threatened unionid mussels.

The nutrient pool in the lake is already “heavily 
and increasingly weighted towards algae,” which 
includes cyanobacteria or toxic blue-green algal 
blooms. Those are “highly visible” at or near the wa-
ter’s surface unlike diatom blooms that proliferate 
deeper in the water column.

“Cyanobacteria and some eucaryotic algae pro-
duce diverse toxins which can threaten human and 
animal health; a number of lake communities and 
individual waterfront residents draw their domes-
tic water supply from the lake,” wrote Pip. “Bloom 
conditions pose direct hazards to swimmers and 
beach-goers through ingestion, contact absorption 
and inhalation of volatile toxins.”

She commended the province for setting pro-
posed targets for phosphorus and for nitrogen as 
both nutrients contribute to the development of al-
gal blooms

“Regulating phosphorus alone is insuffi cient to 
control blooms and toxin production in this lake,” 
she wrote.

But she was critical of the province’s nutrient tar-
gets for total phosphorus (.05 mg/L) and total ni-
trogen (.75 mg/L) for the lake. Those correspond to 
a “eutrophic” state [defi ned as excessive amounts 
of nutrients and algal blooms] when historical data 
suggests the lake was “naturally mesotrophic (.015 
-.020 mg/L phosphorus).”

“I can personally recall even in the early 1950s the 
comparative clarity of the water and the absence of 
visible periphyton,” she wrote. “How magnifi cent 
this lake once was.”

Pip said she considers the province’s proposed 
targets as too high. Not only will they “support eu-
trophic conditions,” but they’ll also raise nutrient 
concentrations in the north basin of the lake.

“This is substantiated by the fact that, while phos-
phorus and nitrogen concentrations have largely 
been below these target levels in the north basin ..., 
satellite pictures indicate that algal blooms none-
theless occur there: it follows that the targets are 
much too high, and will not alleviate the blooms that 
already occur at lower nutrient levels,” she wrote. 
“Thus in effect these target levels propose raising 
the ‘allowable’ nutrient concentrations above their 
existing levels in the north basin.” 

Pip said nutrient loading occurs year-round, yet 
the province’s proposed temporal regime will sam-
ple nutrients only during open water season (May 
1 to Oct. 31).

“Only half of the year will be covered by nutrient 
targets, yet loading occurs year-round provided the 
contributing stream has not frozen to the bottom” 
she wrote. “Does ‘open water season’ apply to the 
lake, or to the rivers, which are not the same? Ice 
breakup on the latter may commence in April or 
early March, depending on the season.”

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Algae mixed with excrement was snagged in a Lake Win-
nipeg fi sher’s net in October 2018.

 SUBMITTED PHOTO
Former Gimli mayor Bill Barlow 
chaired the Lake Winnipeg Stew-
ardship Board for seven years. 

Continued on page 15
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2015 Wolverine ditcher, lot 9 at our February 18 consignment sale, 
real clean nice piece, field ready all updates are done. Tame hay.

Eriksdale students learning the love of reading
By Evan Matthews

As society continues to change, edu-
cators say a person’s love for reading 
is one thing that shouldn’t. 

For many students at Eriksdale 
School who maybe aren’t so keen on 
reading, principal Jen Cameron said 
she can relate. 

“I wasn’t the type of student who en-
joyed reading, but I found a lot of the 
reading I was doing was forced read-
ing. You’d have to read something as 
a class and answer questions about 
it,” said Cameron, adding every single 
day, year-round, students in kinder-
garten through Grade 8 practise in 
the form of “independent reading” 
and “read alouds.” 

“I often tell not just kids but every-
one if you’re the type of person who 
doesn’t like to read, you just haven’t 
found the right book,” she said. 

To celebrate February’s I Love to 
Read Month, the Manitoba Reading 
Association’s month-long celebration 
of all things reading, Cameron said 
the school planned both in-school 
and at-home activities for students. 

Due to COVID-19, guest readers will 
join Eriksdale School’s classes virtual-
ly. Cameron said the school will wel-
come in Winnipeg author and school 

teacher Colleen Nelson, who will also 
host a workshop. 

“It should be really interesting to 
have an author talk about their own 
books and writing process, while then 
leading us through a writing work-
shop,” said Cameron. 

“We’ll focus on making the connec-
tion between reading and writing, 
and we’re looking forward to that,” 
she said, adding the school will also 
put on a poetry challenge for the early 
and middle years.

Students will read a set of poems 
daily, and Cameron said the class will 
vote on which one they like best. Each 
week will have a winning poem, and 
at the end of the month, students will 
re-read all the winning poems and 
vote for the month’s most popular. 

A bulletin board has gone up in the 
school, too, Cameron said. Students 
send in book suggestions and why 
they liked them, and staff approve the 
books and put them up on the bul-
letin board for other students to con-
sider reading. 

Staff is also encouraging parents to 
send in photos of their kids reading. 
Cameron said the staff will feature 
those photos on the bulletin board as 
well. 

At home, Cameron said teachers 
sent students home with bingo cards, 
all of which have activities students 
can complete related to reading, of 
course, with a parent’s signature. 

Classes are also encouraging stu-
dents to track their home reading, 
so the teachers can track how many 
minutes and hours their classes have 

logged, respectively. 
Cameron said each week, staff will 

update the average number of home 
reading minutes logged per student 
per class, and at the end of the month 
the winning class will be awarded an I 
Love to Read prize. 

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED BY JEN CAMERON
Eriksdale School Grade 3 student Freya reads her book about foxes, 
while Grade 4 student Kylee is logging some reading time as well.
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WE’RE LOOKING FOR 
LISTINGSwww.interlake.mb.ca LISTINGSSb.ca

You’ve heard 
it everywhere….
2020 was a record setting 
year for home sales in all areas 
of the province and demand 
is still strong.
At Interlake Real Estate 
we’ve got buyers and 
we’re looking for listings. 
We’ll use 3D industry leading technology along with 
our multi-faceted marketing plan to reach the most 
buyers and get top dollar!

   Contact us today while the demand is still high.

Work up a sweat in private with free Arborg-Bifrost recreation programs
By Patricia Barrett

If you’ve missed working up a 
healthy sweat during COVID-19 lock-
downs, the Arborg-Bifrost Parks and 
Recreation Commission will get your 
heart pumping with free, virtual exer-
cise programs.

Some of the programs started this 
week, but participants can register at 
any time.

Recreation commission director Tom 
Chwaliboga said the virtual programs 
will provide people with an option 
of getting active at home while pub-
lic health restrictions keep recreation 
and sports facilities closed. 

“We’re trying to get people moving 
again. A lot of people now have free 
time in the evenings because they 
can’t go to arenas or curling rinks,” 
said Chwaliboga. “This is a great op-
portunity to try an activity that you 
might not have felt comfortable about 
doing. With virtual classes, you’re in 
your basement or bedroom at home 
and nobody can see you. This way you 
can fi gure out if you like it and can do 
it.”

The commission has already had 
“well over 100 people” register for the 
programs, he said, and hopes it can 
offer them as in-person classes later 
this year.

The commission is offering Drums 
Alive, an exercise program for all 
ages, HIIT Fitness, which will have 
you sweating with strength and car-
dio workouts, yoga to build stamina 

and fl exibility, and Zumba that will 
get you moving with some energetic 
music. 

The classes are free thanks to a grant 
from the province’s Safe at Home 
Manitoba program.

The commission also teamed up 
with Save On Foods and will be of-
fering three online nutrition courses. 
They’ll be led by a registered dieti-
cian, who will show people how to get 
the best out of their supermarket. 

“A dietician will be walking you 
through the aisles of a supermarket 
in the fi rst course (starting Feb. 8) to 
show you how to shop smart,” said 
Chwaliboga. “The second course (on 
Feb. 22) will focus on nutrition and 
heart health. And the third one (on 
March 1) will be on shopping and nu-
trition for seniors.”

Those interested in learning about 
emergency fi rst aid can sign up for 
a one-day, in-person course that’s 
scheduled for Feb. 17. 

Without knowing whether the prov-
ince will ease gathering restrictions, 
Chwaliboga said it’s hard to say how 
many people will be allowed to attend 
the fi rst aid course. It will likely be re-
stricted to a maximum of eight people 
to allow for social distancing and oth-
er public health protocols. An instruc-
tor from Winnipeg will be teaching 
the course.

The province is expected to review 
lockdown restrictions at the end of 
this week. 

Depending on what public health 
recommends for indoor recreation, 
Chwaliboga said the commission may 
have to continue to offer courses on-
line.

Last week the province indicated it 

was thinking about allowing outdoor 
facilities to open, he said, but there 
weren’t any hints about indoor are-
nas/recreation centres.

“I didn’t see [an indication] of any 
indoor facilities opening in the next 
phase. So that’s why we’re offering 
online classes for now,” said Chwali-
boga. “Most of these classes last six to 

eight weeks, and people can register 
and start at any time. The classes are 
free. Just join and see if you like it.”

To register for the programs, visit 
the Town of Arborg online. There is an 
online registration form that partici-
pants have to fi ll out. People can also 
call the recreation commission at 204-
376-5576 for more information.

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Arborg-Bifrost Parks and Recreation Commission is offering a 
number of different courses.

dress mental health and addictions 
issues, a point of concern for one 
caller.

“I will say it’ll be a priority in this 
budget coming up,” Fielding said. 
“During this pandemic, it’s been 
very stressful for a lot of people in 
every walk of life because it’s had 
such an impact on us. And you can 
tell that people are struggling with 
mental health issues and stress. And 
I think that’s going to be a big part of 
our recovery, not just on an econom-
ic basis once we’re through the pan-
demic, like making sure that people 
are supported from a mental health 
standpoint and so that’s why we re-
ally tried to make it a priority, and 
we’re going to continue to do more 
of that in this budget.”

The 2021 budget is expected to be 
released by the end of February, al-
though no date has been set as the 
province is still awaiting further in-
formation on money allocation from 
the federal government. 

 >    COVID RELIEF, 
FROM PG. 10
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RCMP execute search warrant and seize 
drugs, cash and gang paraphernalia

Submitted by RCMP
On Jan. 31, at approximately 7:55 

a.m., Fisher Branch RCMP executed a 
search warrant at a residence on Pe-
guis First Nation.

Offi cers seized two fi rearms, ap-
proximately 16 grams of cocaine, Ca-
nadian currency and gang parapher-

nalia.
A 36-year-old male has been ar-

rested and is facing drug and weapon 
charges. He is scheduled to appear in 
court on April 20, 2021.

Fisher Branch RCMP continue to in-
vestigate.

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
RCMP offi cers seized two fi rearms, approximately 16 grams of cocaine, 
Canadian currency and gang paraphernalia at a residence on Peguis 
First Nation. 

Incredible Creatures: New Species Identifi ed in 2020
By John Gavloski

There are still a lot of undiscovered 
and unnamed animals and plants in 
the world. Each year hundreds of new 
species are still being identifi ed. These 
include not just small creatures, but 
larger animals and even primates. At 
least 170 new species of beetles and 
three species of bees were identifi ed 
in 2020. 

In this month’s Incredible Crea-
tures, we will explore some of the 
new species that have been described 
by scientists in 2020. Although there 
have been hundreds of new species 
identifi ed from all corners of the earth 
over the past year, I will focus on three 
continents and some of the cool new 
animals discovered there.

South America: Small Frogs and 
Behaviour Altering Wasps

An expedition into the cloud forests 
of the Zongo Valley in the Bolivian 
Andes uncovered 20 species new to 
science. These include the lilliputian 
frog, which is among the tiniest in 
the world, measuring around 10 mil-

limetres, about the size of an aspirin 
tablet. These small amphibians live 
in tunnels beneath the moss and hu-
mus. Despite their frequent calls the 
researchers said they are very diffi cult 
to track. Also discovered were four 
new butterfl ies and four orchid spe-
cies. 

Another research expedition found 
15 new wasp species in the Andean 
cloud forests and Amazon rainfor-
est of Brazil. All of the wasps are in 
a group (genus) called Acrotaphus, 
and all have a unique way of parasit-
izing spiders. Females of these wasps 
use venom to temporarily paralyze a 
spider in its web. The wasp then lays 
a single egg on the spider. While the 
spider is hosting the wasp egg, it no 
longer weaves its normal web but 
builds a web that will later protect 
the wasp pupa. When the wasp egg 
hatches, the larva of the wasp eats the 
spider and then lives in the specially 
built web while it pupates. 

North America: New Salamander

Although previously collected, a 
new species of salamander was iden-
tifi ed by examining its DNA. The Car-
olina sandhills salamander (Eurycea 
arenicola) is found in the springs and 
small streams in the sandhills region 
of North Carolina. The state has 64 
named salamanders, more than any 
other state in the country.

Africa: From Little Lemurs to 
Giant Frogs

In many towns in Madagascar, gi-
ant frogs are bred in ponds or easily 
caught in the countryside and eaten 
as dishes such as frog fritters or frogs 
legs. One of these giant frog species, 
which can be more than 10 centime-
tres, was well-known to locals bu-
tunknown to science. It was named 
Mantidactylus radaka. There are now 
362 recognized frog species in Mada-
gascar. 

Mouse lemurs are a group of shy 
nocturnal primates found on the is-
land of Madagascar and considered 
the smallest group of primates in the 
world. They are about the size of a 
human fi st. Scientists documented a  

new species called the Jonah’s mouse 
lemur (Microcebus jonahi), which is 
a bit bigger than the average mouse 
lemur. As far as researchers know, it 
occurs only in a small area of lowland 
rainforest in Mananara Nord National 
Park in northeast Madagascar. Here, 
it faces threats from deforestation, 
which is a real concern in Madagas-
car. There are 108 species of lemurs 
and 25 species of mouse lemurs. All 
are threatened with extinction. 

Such discoveries of new species are 
important as they enrich our under-
standing of Earth’s complex web of 
life and strengthen our ability to make 
informed conservation decisions. It’s 
exciting to think about what is still out 
there waiting to be discovered. 

EXPRESS PHOTO BY DOMINIK 
SCHUSSLER.

Jonah’s mouse lemur. 
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Surprise
Your
Sweetheart

Make Valentine’s Day special with 
our roses, bouquets and plants.

Phone 204-376-5271 or 
email: produce@interlakecoop.comm

Also available mixed 
bouquets & potted 

arrangements

While supplies last.

Arborg defi es bone-chilling weather

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY RON JOHNSTON
Mother Nature may have tempted many people to hibernate last 
weekend with temperatures and wind chills in the minus 40s in some 
areas. But folks in Arborg didn’t seem to mind. They laced up and took 
to the skating trail on the scenic Icelandic River that fl ows through 
town. A cross-country ski trail and snowmobile trail runs alongside the 
river rink. The town created the river trail with help from volunteers. 

A large component of phosphorus 
and nitrogen loading to waterways 
can also occur in late fall after ma-
nure and chemical fertilizers have 
been applied to harvested fi elds, she 
said. They can escape if there are late 
season rains, bare soil and an ab-
sence of crops to absorb them. The 
proposed timeline will miss these 
events.

Citing studies that have linked in-
creases in livestock and crop pro-
duction in the Lake Winnipeg water-
shed to eutrophication of the lake, 
Pip said “limiting attention only to 
six months of the year is inadequate 
and may miss a signifi cant compo-
nent of annual nutrient loading.”

Wastewater from municipalities 
and agricultural colonies — allowed 
to discharge into the lake between 
June 16 and Oct. 31, may also evade 
“surveillance” with such a proposed 
timeline, said Pip, as discharg-
ing near or at the end of October 
wouldn’t allow effl uents to travel 
very far downstream and thus es-
cape detection.

She recommends that the province 
monitor nutrient during the winter 
by collecting samples under the ice 
at river outfalls.

Nutrient targets the province set 
for four rivers — the Red, Saskatch-
ewan, Winnipeg and Dauphin — 
which all fl ow into lake Winnipeg as-
sume nothing will change in future, 

when in fact Pip says climate change 
is expected to alter precipitation and 
intense livestock production and 
hog farms “will continue to prolif-
erate under permissive regulations 
and the constant seeking out of new 
global markets.”

Although the government has ac-
knowledged the algal bloom prob-
lem, Pip said its proposal lacks 
measures to address the effects the 
pollutants have on other organisms 
in the lake such as unionid mussels.

Zebra mussels can affect the dy-
namics of nitrogen and phosphorus 
and the nutrient management of the 
lake should take that into consider-
ation, she said.

Pip is especially critical of the prov-
ince’s lack of target enforcement for 
the lake and the four rivers.

“This undertaking is optimistically 
called a ‘regulatory project,’ indeed 
we encounter the phrase ‘regulatory 
solution,’ and the word ‘regulatory’ 
throughout without actual regula-
tion,” she wrote. “These questions 
arise: what is the purpose of pre-
senting specifi c numbers for nutri-
ent targets, when there [is] no en-
forcement, no obligatory compliance 
[and] no incentives?”

The public can provide feedback 
on the targets until Feb. 26. Visit the 
Manitoba Regulatory Consultation 
Portal at https://reg.gov.mb.ca.

 >  NUTRIENT TARGETS, FROM PG. 11
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Prizes for kids too!Prizes for kids too!

Email us with the page numbers you found 
the cupids on and be entered to win.

P.S it’s not the cupid on this page, 
and they won’t be in any ad!

Contest deadline 
Feb 15, 2021 at 12:00 noon

Find the cupids 
that look like this

ads@stonewallteulontribune.caads@stonewallteulontribune.ca
204-771-8707204-771-8707

LOOKING FOR LOOKING FOR CUPIDCUPID
We have hidden 3 Cupids in this week’s edition. 

If you fi nd all three you can enter to win our 
Valentine’s Contest - Pizza Dinner for your family.

They are tiny cupids hidden deep within the paper... so search with all your heart!

Greatest love story of all time

I was going through a separation and 
I was also seven months pregnant. My 
long-time family friend came to visit 
me because my mom mentioned to 
him that I was in a bad place. Before 
long, he was coming over every day. 
He visited every day for a year. He 

was there to greet me at home when I 
brought my daughter home from the 
hospital. He didn’t talk very much, 
but that was OK; I am shy too. As 
time went on, I realized he was more 
than my good friend. He and I went 
away with the baby for the weekend 
and decided we should be a couple. A 
couple years later we were engaged. 
He has always been a father fi gure to 
my fi rst daughter and now we have 
another daughter. We recently got 
married during the pandemic when 
we were still allowed groups of 10 in-
doors. I had to endure a very painful 
time in my life to fi nd the man I am 
meant to be with. I am so happy and 
have the family I have always wanted. 
I just had to take a few sharp turns 
and jump over great hurdles to get 
there. I am grateful to have a partner 
who loved me unconditionally and 
helped me move forward with my life. 
I wouldn’t change a thing.

Melissa Markusson and
 Miles Lepine

Valentine’s Day is a time to tell the 
people that mean the most in your life just 
how special they are to you.

This year, with the community hav- ing 
lost the ability to connect in per- son as 
we would before the pandemic, we asked 
our readers to submit their love stories to 
bring a little extra Val- entine’s Day joy 
in what we’re calling the “Greatest Love 
Story of All Time Contest”

First Place

Jodi and Albert Sutyla

Brian Anderson and 
Jude McCudden

Bobbie and Tod Turchinski

I had met the woman who eventually 
would become my fi ancee’ back in the 
mid 1990’s, however, at that time, our 
lives ended up going in separate di-
rections. After many years had passed, 
we reconnected through a mutual 
friend in May of 2015. Even though we 
both lived in Winnipeg, I had decided 
that for our fi rst date we would take 
a drive to Gimli to go out for a late-
lunch/ early supper. After eating, we 
drove around Gimli and Winnipeg 
Beach, and I told her my plans to one 
day, move to the area. If she was inter-
ested in making the move with me one 
day (I thought), this may just work out. 
I asked her, and she loved the area just 
as much as I did. 

Fast forward to December of that 
year. Still living in Winnipeg, we 
drove downtown to attend the Santa 
Claus parade.

She had told me how much she en-
joyed going and I was only too happy 
to take her. As we stood on Portage 
Avenue, and watched as the fl oats 
went by, I couldn’t help but stare at 
her as she jumped up and down wav-
ing at all the people in the parade. But 
most of all was the smile on her face. 
It was a bright as the sun. I knew right 
then and there, it was meant to be. We 
fi nally bought a place in Winnipeg 
Beach and got engaged. We had a 2020 
Wedding planned, but with COVID 
restrictions, it was put on hold. We 
are holding out hope and have now 
planned it for spring 2021.

Distance and Time — A bright, sunny 
winter’s day on Lake Manitoba with a 

My/our story began innocently 
enough. One August, maybe 1983, I 
was working for a home builder clear-
ing a new Arborg property of scrap 
building materials and waste. I had 
my truck loaded and was on my way 
to the dump, which was west of Ar-
borg. I went down River Road and as I 
crossed the tracks saw there was a pa-
rade going on, Summerfest weekend. 
Being second car from the stop sign I 
had two choices: sit in a hot truck or 
go see the parade. Well, while stand-
ing watching the parade, I noticed a 
couple of girls a bit north beside the 
old Robinsons store, and they were 
looking at me, smiling and waving. I 
guessed they were looking at this tall, 
skinny, sweaty guy and thought he 
was out of place, but any notice by a 
cute girl is appreciated. By this time 
the parade was ending and I made 
my way to my truck to fi nish my work. 
Aside from seeing her two buildings 
away, I never went closer to meet her. 
A missed opportunity?

Go forward a few years. I had met 
Jodi, and after dating for a year set 
a fall wedding nine months later for 
‘87. Her parents, getting used to the 
thought of me as a son-in-law, began 
opening up with family stories and 
showing photos of their family out-
ings. As the photo albums fl ipped 
page by page, I recognized parade 
fl oats and people from that parade. I 
asked questions about these photos 
because you could see where they 

were taken from, and it was the prop-
er location of where these girls who 
were waving at me were. It’s about 
then we all realized they were waving 
at me and laughing. They had noticed 
this tall “cute” skinny guy. Cute was 
good. Then her mom laid a good one 
on. She remembered saying the old 
cliche: “Don’t laugh because someday 
you’ll marry him.”

Well, we’ve been married since Oc-
tober of ‘87. Since then a lot of people 
have passed, our families grown up, 
times have changed, but I still see the 
girl I married when I look in her eyes. 
And she still says she fi nds me cute, 
go fi gure.

commercial ice fi sherman was all it 
took. In 2012, a gal from an Australian 
seaside town and a local Icelandic guy 
gutted and fi lleted pickerel and jack-
fi sh together. Six thousand kilome-
tres from each other and four years 
of phone calls and letter writing later, 
they sing and dance through another 
Manitoba winter, listening to anyone 
from Bobby Darrin to Stan Rogers.

Health scares, a pandemic and fami-
lies far away in another province or 
hemisphere has only made them hold 
on to their love and friendship even 
more. In the quiet of their forest prop-
erty, self-isolation is not a problem, 
when they have each other. Distance 
and time fall away when there is love.



CHEVROLET • BUICK • GMC
HWYS 8 & 231, 1/2 MILE WEST OF GIMLI

(AIRPORT RD, 1-1/2 M W/ OF GIMLI)
TEL: 204-642-5133 • TOLL FREE 888-296-9666 • FAX: 204-642-8418

DEALER PERMIT 
0778

GM HAS GIVEN US $$$$
TO CLEAR OUT THE REMAINING NEW 2020 VEHICLES IN STOCK

WE HAVE 8 BRAND NEW 2020’S 
1 BRAND NEW 2019 REMAINING

ALL PRICED AT ROCK BOTTOM PRICES!
*3.19% FINANCING AVAILABLE ON ALL SALE VEHICLES UP TO 84 MONTHS

BRAND NEW
2019 CHEVROLET 
IMPALA LT

GM MSRP $39,900
DISCOUNT - $10,400

 ��������	
��
�$29,500
*PLUS TAX

Colour - Summit White
3.6 V6, Power Seat, 
Remote Start, 
On-Star, Heated Seats, 
Heated Steering Wheel, 
R-Camera, XM Sat. Radio 
and Much 
More.

ST# 48151BRAND NEW
2020 CHEV TRAX 
LT AWD

GM MSRP $32,900
DISCOUNT - $5,000

 ��������	
��
�$27,900
*PLUS TAX

ST# 49006

Colour - Mosaic Black
1.4 Turbo, Automatic Red 
Line Edition, Sun-Roof, 
Remote Start, XM Sat 
Radio, On-Star, P-Seat, 
Alert Pack, Bose Stereo
and more

BRAND NEW
2020 CHEV SPARK
5 DOOR LT

GM MSRP $18,100
DISCOUNT - $2,200

 ��������	
��
�$15,900
*PLUS TAX

Colour - Mosaic Black
Air, Automatic, 
On-Star, Rear View 
Camera, XM Satellite 
Radio and more

ST# 49087

GM MSRP $38,889
DISCOUNT - $6,000

 ��������	
��
�$32,889
*PLUS TAX

Colour - Cajun Red
Remote Start, Heated 
Seats, Power Lift-Gate, 
P-Seat, XM Sat. Radio, 
Driver Alert Package, 19” 
Black Wheels, Leather 
Seats,
& more

ST# 49136BRAND NEW
2020 EQUINOX LT 
AWD SPORT EDITION

BRAND NEW
2020 CHEV TRAX 
PREMIER AWD

GM MSRP $33,900
DISCOUNT - $4,500

 ��������	
��
�$29,400
*PLUS TAX

Colour - Cajun Red
Loaded, Sun-Roof, 
Heated Seats, 
Remote-Start, XM Sat. 
Radio, Rear Camera, 
Bose Stereo

ST# 49007

BRAND NEW
2020 TERRAIN 
AWD SLE

GM MSRP $36,500
DISCOUNT - $6,000

 ��������	
��
�$30,500
*PLUS TAX

Colour - Satin Steel 
Metallic
Heated Seats, Remote 
Start, Power Seat, Rear 
Camera and much,
much more

ST# 49055

BRAND NEW
2020 CHEVROLET 
MALIBU LT 

GM MSRP $34,190
DISCOUNT - $5,000

 ��������	
��
�$29,190
*PLUS TAX

Red-Line Edition
Colour - Summit White
True-North Package, 
Heated Seats, Remote 
Start, Power Seats, Rear 
Camera, XM Sat. Radio, 
On-Star

ST# 49127

BRAND NEW
2020 EQUINOX 
LT AWD

GM MSRP $36,690
DISCOUNT - $6,100

 ��������	
��
�$30,590
*PLUS TAX

Colour - Midnight Blue
Power Lift-Gate, P-Seat, 
Remote Start, Heated 
Seats, XM Sat. Radio, 
Driver Alert Package, 
Fog Lamps & More

OX 

GM MSRP $36,690
DISCOUNT $6 100

e
at,
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, 
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ST# 49126

BRAND NEW
2020 BUICK ENCLAVE 
PREMIUM AWD

ENCLAVEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 
WD

ST# 49110

Colour - Ebony Twilight
Loaded, Every Option, 3.6 
V6, 20” Wheels, Trailer 
Package, Remote-Start, 
Dual Sun-Roof, Navigation 
System, Heated-Cooled 
Seats, Power 
Lift-Gate, Lots, 
Lots, Lots more

GM MSRP $62,390
DISCOUNT - $10,000

 ��������	
��
�$52,390
*PLUS TAX
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Armstrong council votes to not clean out debris from a municipal drain
By Patricia Barrett

Kathee Aitken’s cows can easily 
cross a municipal drainage ditch that 
runs through her property because a 
swathe of woody debris left behind 
from work carried out a few years 
earlier by the municipality of Arm-
strong has fi lled up the channel and 
rendered it useless for carrying water. 

In drought years, Aitken said her 
family wouldn’t require the drain. But 
in relatively wet years, water heading 
west towards Lake Winnipeg fl ows 
through that municipal drain and 
could potentially fl ood their land. 

“We had asked [the RM] to clean out 
its drain because it was full of trees,” 
said Aitken, who has owned the prop-
erty (SE and SW 22-20-2E) for about 
four years. “We were told they would 
brush it so there’d be little chips of 
wood. But the fi rst guy that came out 
didn’t do a very good job. He left be-
hind big chunks of trees in the ground 
that were like spikes and could have 
hurt our cattle.”

Aitken, who spoke with the Express 
last week, said the RM had sent out 
a second guy to fi x the problem, but 
he failed to cart away the debris, leav-
ing it piled by the side of the drain. 
Because it had snowed, the Aitkens 
couldn’t judge what had been done. 
The following year it rained and the 
water fl owed down the channel, suck-
ing all the debris into the drain.

“The drain is absolutely full of wood 
now. When the water came through, it 
fi lled the drain with wood and it also 
moved silt so now there’s silt sitting 
on top of the buried material,” said 
Aitken. “You can walk right across it. I 
don’t have a drain anymore.”

In September 2020 Aitken formed a 
delegation with James Aitken and pre-
sented their case to council. At coun-
cil’s Oct. 13 meeting, they got the RM 
to agree to remove the wood debris 
clogging the drain. Council passed 
resolution No. 290-2020. All council-
lors voted in favour except Coun. Ted 
Sumka (Ward 3), who abstained from 
voting. Sumka is the Aitkens’ council 
representative.

In addition to the debris, the reso-
lution (all resolutions are printed in 
council minutes and posted online) 
had a provision to survey the drain 
running through the Aitkens’ land as 
well as through land upstream and 
downstream of them (from SE 21-20-
2E to NE 15-20-2E) in order to deter-
mine how the entire drain functions.

But a month later, Aitken said Coun. 
Sumka presented council with an or-
der to rescind that resolution and stop 
the project from moving forward after 
he became “angry” with her.

In addition to concerns about the in-
fi ll of the drain, Aitken said she had 

raised concerns with Sumka about ro-
dent poison (not in receptacles) being 
left on open piles of trash at the Me-
leb landfi ll. The Aitkens had caught 
one of their cows chewing a piece of 
poison that had made its way to their 
property likely via ravens, which 
also carry pieces of garbage from the 
dump and strew it around the cows’ 
water trough. 

She said she also began regularly at-
tending council meetings as ratepay-
ers are allowed to do, raising ques-
tions about failing to adhere to RM 
policies and failing to abstain from 
voting on matters that might benefi t 
certain councillors. “So, of course, I 
got them angry” by asking uncomfort-
able questions.

Aitken said she also discovered that 
four property owners near Meleb had 
sent letters to the RM offi ce (letters 
are public documents available by re-
quest from the RM offi ce), stating they 
opposed her request because they be-
lieved excess water would come down 
the municipal drain and fl ood them. 

“I actually have one letter that says, 
‘Thank goodness Ted Sumka let us 
know about this new drain system. We 
don’t want it,’” said Aitken. “Another 
said that I’m an ‘entitled person.’”

Aitken said she considers Coun. 
Sumka’s behaviour incompatible with 
his role as a local government offi cial, 
and had told the whole of council at 
last October’s meeting that she would 
not permit him to come on her prop-
erty again; she had two other council-
lors appointed to work with her on 
the drain issue.

The RM declined to comment when 
contacted by the Express last week.

At its Dec. 8, 2020, meeting, council 
discussed the issue of the debris and 
the survey again, reviewed the objec-
tion letters from Meleb property own-
ers and voted. The majority of council 
— except Reeve Susan Smerchanski 
and Coun. Allen Evanchyshin — vot-
ed in favour of rescinding the original 
resolution. 

Minutes from that meeting state that 
“notice was provided by Councillor 
Sumka at the November 10, 2020 reg-
ular council meeting to rescind reso-
lution #290-2020 regarding the RM of 
Armstrong approving drainage works 
in drainage ditch on SE & SW 22-20-
2E [the Aitkens’ land].”

As it’s written, Sumka’s notice 
makes specifi c reference to only the 
Aitkens’ property and drainage work; 
it does not indicate whether survey-
ing work on portions of the drain that 
run through properties upstream and 
downstream of the Aitkens will move 
forward. It’s also unclear whether 
brushing (the clearing of scrub/veg-
etation) is being classed as drainage 

work (surveying, digging) and if the 
remainder of the brushing project 
(i.e., removal of the cut vegetation) 
will move ahead on the Aitkens’ por-
tion of the drain.

Aitken said she had met with a pro-
vincial water management represen-
tative and reached out to Interlake-
Gimli MLA Derek Johnson, as well as 
to provincial departments such as wa-
ter stewardship and municipal rela-
tions to help her get the drain cleaned 
out, but they’ve referred the matter 
back to the municipality. 

“We keep saying we don’t want the 
drain deeper, we just want it to work,” 
said Aitken. “This drain starts to the 
west of us and comes through our 
property and the water has nowhere 
to go but outwards.”

Armstrong Reeve Susan Smerchan-
ski, who voted against rescinding the 
resolution that authorized the work, 
said by email that under the Munici-
pal Act any member of council can 
introduce a notice to rescind a reso-
lution that had originally passed. The 
process entails further discussion, re-
consideration and another vote on the 
matter at a subsequent meeting.

Smerchanski said it was Coun. Sum-
ka who had originally brought the 
Aitkens’ request for brushing work to 
council in November 2018 (resolution 
No. 258-2018), and a contract had been 
awarded. Because the project hadn’t 
been completed, Coun. Sumka asked 
for an extension in January 2019. 

Smerchanski said Kathee Aitken 
then brought forward concerns last 

year about the clean-up of the wood 
debris left behind from the brush-
ing contract as it was “clogging the 
drain, the culverts were plugged and 
the drain was not fl owing properly 
and [there was] an issue with a bea-
ver dam.” Aitken had also requested a 
survey of the drain.

When asked who is responsible for 
municipal drains running through 
privately owned land, Smerchanski 
said municipalities and the province 
under the Water Rights Act. 

“This includes regulations, licens-
ing, enforcement and maintenance. 
Although regular drain maintenance/
brushing does not require a survey or 
license, a drain needs to be clear in or-
der to do the survey,” said the reeve. 
“At the end of the day, project approv-
als/licensing are based on the regula-
tion requirements including surveys, 
engineered plans/drawings and any 
identifi ed recommendations, public 
notifi cations or specifi c requirements 
including possible impacts on the 
downstream environment, landown-
ers or drainage system.” 

Although the majority of council 
voted against the work being carried 
out on the Aitkens’ property, Smer-
chanski said it’s not over yet. At the 
next meeting of council, it will be dis-
cussed again.

“The drainage issues and the brush-
ing debris clean-up at SE & SW 22-20-
2E have been included on the RM of 
Armstrong’s Feb. 9 … regular council 
meeting agenda under [item] 18, un-
fi nished business,” she said.

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY KATHEE AITKEN
The Aitkens’ cows stand on what was once a municipal drainage ditch. 
Work performed by contractors hired by the RM to remove trees re-
sulted in piles of debris left by the side of the drain. The piles were 
then swept into the drain during a wet period. The drain can now po-
tentially cause fl ooding on the property. 
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Loaf and Honey expands cheese production
By Jennifer McFee

Cheese, please!
If you’re looking to quench your 

craving, the duo behind Loaf and 
Honey has persevered in their cheese-
making quest. 

Owners Dustin Peltier and Rachel 
Isaak have just fi nished an expan-
sion that will allow them to age more 
wheels of cheese than their previous 
smaller set-up. 

“A big problem that we had before 
was meeting demand and being able 
to produce enough to make it a viable 
business. Our old aging room could 
only fi t 60 wheels, which meant we 
could only make once a week to have 
12 wheels ready every week,” Peltier 
explained.

“Now, in the new aging room we can 
squeeze 450 or 500 wheels in there, 
so it means we could be producing 
fi ve days per week. There’s defi nitely 
some weight off our shoulders. It’s 
a little bit of breathing room. We’re 
feeling a lot more optimistic and a lot 
more hopeful with how things are go-
ing.” 

The new aging room is located in 
a 53-foot trailer located at Peltier’s 
parents’ property in Woodlands. His 
mom, Silver, helps with the day-to-
day washing of the cheese wheels. 

His dad, Gary, helps with transporta-
tion of milk and keeps the building in 
good shape. 

Due to COVID, the couple’s catering 
efforts have taken a backseat to the 
cheese production side of the busi-
ness.

“Now we have to rebuild the busi-
ness and get it out to people more. 
At least now, we can make enough 
cheese to get going. We’re going to 
start working on getting into more 
distribution now,” Peltier said. 

“Before we couldn’t really focus on a 
lot of retail because we couldn’t meet 
demand of getting on store shelves. 
Now we can meet demand a little bit 
more, as long as everything is going 
good and people are getting back to 
spending like before COVID. 

“Our next goal is looking for retail 
stores to carry our cheese and go from 
there.”

Currently, Loaf and Honey’s cheese 
is available in Manitoba at Black 
Market Provisions, Crampton’s Mar-
ket, Preserve Store, Cheesemongers, 
Miller Meats and the Bothwell store 
in St. Boniface. Anyone interested in 
purchasing cheese can also contact 
Loaf and Honey directly. Currently, 
Golden Prairie cheese is available as 
well as four fl avours of fresh ricotta.

Looking ahead, the future plan is to 
personalize the production process 
even further. 

“We’re going to try to do a little bit 
more on the farm and hopefully try to 
get some of our own animals for milk. 
That’s always been the plan,” Peltier 
said.

“We want to get our own goat to be 
making our own cheese. We’re always 
going to have our cow’s milk cheese, 
but we want to do some other fun 
things as well. That’s the plan going 
forward. It may not be this year, but 

we’re getting things ready.” 
And if you’re still looking for a last-

minute Valentine’s Day gift, Loaf and 
Honey has got you covered. A limited 
quantity of gift packages are available 
that include delectable items such as 
Golden Prairie monastic-style cheese, 
ricotta, chutney, mustard, quinoa and 
nut brittle, desserts, jerky, massage 
oils and a heart-shaped beeswax can-
dle for $75. 

For more information or to place an 
order, email loafandhoneycatering@
gmail.com. 

 EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Loaf and Honey now has more room to age cheese in its new 53-foot 
trailer. 

Trails in Petersfi eld longer than ever before
By Katelyn Boulanger

This year the walking, skiing and 
skating trails on Netley Creek in Pe-
tersfi eld are better than ever before 
with residents coming together to 
clear over six kilometres of pathways 
to enjoy. 

“We’ve been plowing some trails 
on the creek there for a few years 
but it was always, you know, a piece 
here and a piece there. But this year, 
I guess with everybody being home 
and around, people kind of picked up 
a chunk of it [to keep up] and it actu-
ally stretches for about two miles on 
the north side and then there’s some 
on the south side as well,” said Stan 
Grocholski, one of the members of the 
Petersfi eld community who plow por-
tions of the trails. 

He says that though the surface of 
the trail this year is very smooth, he 
hasn’t fl ooded the trail for skaters. 

“It’s just the ice itself and it just 
seemed like everything fell in line this 
year. With the warm weather and then 
the ice, the creek actually froze very 
smoothly. Some years when it freez-
es, it’s pretty rough but this year it’s 
pretty smooth and then we had the 

beautiful warm weather and not that 
much snow. So, yeah, it’s nice to see 
everybody out there walking and en-
joying it and a lot of the people on the 
creek. They built skating rink for the 
kids as well,” said Grocholski.

He wanted to ensure residents knew 
that many people in the community 
contribute to the creation and main-
tenance of the trails; however, he per-
sonally does his part because he en-
joys seeing people use them. 

“You know, you don’t have to worry 
about traffi c or anything like that. So 
it’s a nice walk,” said Grocholski.

One resident who appreciates the 
work that members of the community 
do to keep the trails in tip-top shape 
is Muriel Pow, who wanted to thank 
everyone who is involved in the main-
tenance of the trail. 

“We would just like to thank them 
very much. We appreciate the fact 
that they’re doing it,” said Pow. 

She appreciates having a place to 
be able to get out and be healthy and 
active but also wants residents to be 
mindful of the weather when they 
head out and make sure to dress up 
according to outside conditions. 

Post a selfi e of you 
and your Valentine
on our Facebook page 
and together you could

WIN A 1 NIGHT STAY
at Victoria Inn & Hotel & Convention Centre
Locations in Brandon, Thunder Bay, Winnipeg & Flin FlonLLLLLooooccccaaaattttiiiioooonnnnssss iiiiinnnn BBBBBrrrraaaannnndddddoooonnnn,,, TTTTThhhhhuuuunnnndddddeeeerrrr BBBBBaaaayyyyy,,, WWWWWiiiiinnnnnnnniiiiipppppeeeeggggg &&&&& FFFFFllllliiiiinnnn FFFFFllllloooonnnn
CONTEST RULES: Go to the Express Weekly News Facebook page and post a picture of you and your partner on our page before 
midnight on Sunday, Feb. 14, 2021. Following the deadline, all the pictures received will be placed in our “Love Selfie” album 
in order to give the general public the chance to “like” the selfie of their choice. On Sunday, Feb. 21, 2021, the couple whose 
picture got the most likes will win a 1 night stay at one of the Victoria Inn & Hotel & Convention Centre locations in Brandon, 
Thunder Bay, Winnipeg or Flin Flon. The name of the winner will be announced on our Facebook page and in the Express Weekly 
News on Thursday, Feb. 25.  
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Stewart signs with Winkler Flyers 
By Brian Bowman

The Winkler Flyers have had a lot of 
very good hockey players sign with 
them over the years.

The latest one lives right here in the 
Interlake.

Interlake Lightning defenceman 
Kaden Stewart recently signed with 
the MJHL’s Flyers.

“I’m real excited, it’s pretty cool,” 
said Stewart, who lives in Warren. 
“They asked me to sign January 11 
and I thought about it with mom and 
dad. I knew I would but we just had 
to talk it over and fi gure out what I 
would be doing with university next 
year. I went down there, signed the 
papers, and took a picture.”

Stewart is pleased that Winkler se-
lected him in the MJHL’s Bantam 
draft. The Flyers have always been 
known as a solid organization that 
treats its players well.

“They have such a great organiza-
tion over there and it’s a great city,” 
Stewart said. “There’s lots of opportu-
nity there and they have been in the 
MJ for over 40 years.”

Winkler will be losing just one de-
fenceman, Kaeden Tenkoppel, next 
season due to graduation, meaning 

they have seven guys on the back end 
eligible to return.

It’s going to be a tough lineup for 
Stewart to  crack, for what he hopes, is 
his rookie season in the MJHL.

“As it stands now, I was talking to 
the head coach Kelvin (Cech) and he 
said they’ll have two returning left-
hand defencemen and three return-
ing right-hand defencemen,” Stewart 
noted. “I’m a left-hand defenceman so 
work ethic will come down to whether 
I make that team.”

With all hockey seasons on pause, 
Stewart has been working out in his 
home gym and hitting the outdoor 
rinks with his cousin, Dawson Cowan, 
a goalie with the U18 Lightning.

“It’s awesome to have a goalie to 
shoot on,” Stewart said. 

Stewart is in fi nal season of U18 
“AAA” hockey with the Lightning. He 
scored a goal in four games before 
the league was shut down due to CO-
VID-19.

More importantly, Interlake was off 
to a great 3-1 start.

“We got off to a good start playing 
Central Plains and it was good to get 
those three wins,” Stewart said. “Then 
we played Pembina Valley and they’re 

a better team than Central Plains so 
they kind of gave us a reality check 
and humbled us a little bit.”

Last season, Stewart scored four 
goals and had 27 points to go along 
with 91 penalty minutes in 45 regular-
season games.

“Last year was a step in the right 
direction,” Stewart said. “I got some 
more confi dence from the fi rst year, 
(put in some good work in the offsea-
son), and I felt going into the season 
that I was well prepared. It was excit-
ing to see all of the hard work pay off.”

Stewart already has some junior 
hockey experience, playing three 
games with the Manitoba Major Ju-
nior Hockey League’s Stonewall Jets 
last season.

“It was so much fun,” Stewart said. 
“It was such a great time and Brock 
(Couch) is a great coach and Dale Mc-
Clintock is a great GM. They’re great 
guys to play for.”

Stewart’s current coach, Scott Wong, 
believes Stewart has all of the tools to 
be a very good junior hockey player.

“I have three really good (defence-
men) but Kaden is one of my top 
ones,” said Wong on Sunday after-
noon. “He’s big and strong and he 

wins a lot of battles. That’s why we 
were successful so far this season.”

Besides his physical presence, Wong 
loves Stewart’s ability to produce of-
fence from the back end and his lead-
ership.

“He can shoot the puck,” Wong said 
of his alternate captain. “He has a very 
heavy shot and moves the puck well. 
He’s a tremendous asset to the team.”

 PHOTO SUBMITTED
Interlake Lightning defenceman 
Kaden Stewart recently signed 
with the Manitoba Junior Hockey 
League’s Winkler Flyers.

sports&recreationorts
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Canada Basketball cancels 2021 U15 championships
From Basketball Manitoba’s website 

 Canada Basketball announced last 
Thursday the cancellation of the 2021 
15U Men’s and Women’s National 
Championships due to the ongoing 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

Canada Basketball, in consultation 
with the National Championships 
Committee, which is made up of 
PTSO members, local hosts and part-
ners, reached the decision to cancel 
this summer’s championships.

Despite the cancellation, Canada 
Basketball will continue to work with 
the National Championships Com-
mittee on alternative options for 15U 
and 17U identifi ed provincial team 
athletes.  Canada Basketball will 
share additional details on these op-
tions, as well as announce the hosts 

for the 2022 Canada Basketball 
15U Men’s & Women’s Nation-

al Championships at a later date.
“As we continue to work together in 

the fi ght against COVID-19, in con-
sultation with basketball and medical 
leaders from across Canada, we’ve ar-
rived at the diffi cult decision to cancel 
the 2021 Canada Basketball National 
Championships,” said Glen Grun-
wald, president and CEO of Canada 
Basketball.  

“We will be exploring options to 
bring the basketball community to-
gether safely this summer and are 
already looking forward to resuming 
nationals in its traditional format in 
2022.”

Basketball PEI was to host the 2021 
Canada Basketball 15U Men’s & 
Women’s National Championships 
from Aug. 1 to 8, 2021, in Charlotte-
town, Prince Edward Island, while the 
17U age group was originally sched-

uled to compete at the Canada Sum-
mer Games.  

However, last fall, the Canada 
Games Council and Niagara Host 
Society announced that the Canada 
Summer Games in Niagara had been 
rescheduled for Aug. 6 to 21, 2022.

“While we’re disappointed to not 
be able to host a marquee event like 
the 2021 Canada Basketball National 
Championships, we understand that 
the pandemic has signifi cantly altered 
the sport landscape and event sched-
ules across the world,” said Joshua 
Whitty, executive/technical director, 
Basketball PEI.  

“We look forward to being back in 
a position to safely host nationals in 
the future and welcome players from 
across the country to Prince Edward 
Island.”

Basketball Manitoba executive di-

rector Adam Wedlake added, “It’s 
been a tough year for basketball and 
the community as a whole and we are 
empathetic to the athletes and coach-
es that will be impacted by this. We 
will work closely with the Manitoba 
public health authorities to provide as 
many basketball opportunities in the 
coming year while still respecting and 
following the guidance in place to en-
sure a safe return to the court.”  

The health and safety of all athletes, 
coaches, offi cials, support staff, vol-
unteers and spectators is of primary 
importance and was a driving factor 
behind making this diffi cult decision. 
Additionally, signifi cant disruptions 
to athlete training and preparation 
over the last year, along with uncer-
tainty surrounding travel and event 
hosting logistics were also considered.
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World women’s curling championship cancelled 
Staff

 The LGT World Women’s Curling 
Championship, scheduled to take 
place March 19-28 in Schaffhausen, 
Switzerland, has been cancelled fol-
lowing a decision by the Swiss Local 
Health Authority not to support the 
event.

The announcement was made this 

past Monday.
“Our staff and the local organisers 

had worked tirelessly to ensure the 
safety of all our athletes, offi cials, staff 
and volunteers working at the event,” 
said World Curling Federation Presi-
dent Kate Caithness. 

“We are extremely disappointed 
that the athletes who have worked so 

hard to compete for a World Cham-
pionship title will not have that op-
portunity for the second year in a row 
due to the cancellation of the event.

“We will be evaluating all the op-
tions available to us in order to com-
plete the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter 
Games women’s team qualifi cation 
process and do everything we can to 

ensure that it’s carried out on the ice 
in competition.”

Canada’s national Scotties tourna-
ment is set to take place later this 
month in a bubble format in Calgary.

Camp Morton’s Kerri Einarson is the 
defending Canadian women’s cham-
pion.

Hockey Canada cancels 2021 national championships
Submitted by Hockey Canada 

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-
demic, the decision has been made to 
cancel all spring 2021 national cham-
pionships, including the Esso Cup, 
TELUS Cup, Centennial Cup, pre-
sented by Tim Hortons and Allan Cup. 

The announcement was made last 
Friday.

The following is a statement on be-
half of Hockey Canada from Tom Ren-
ney, chief executive offi cer, and Scott 
Smith, president and chief operating 
offi cer:

“Despite a strong desire to work 
with four great communities to host 
the top players at various levels across 
the country this season, the health 
and safety of all participants and the 
communities at large continues to be 
of the utmost importance to Hockey 
Canada. The ongoing pandemic, cou-
pled with the fact that many regions 
in the country are not currently play-
ing organized hockey, left us with no 
other option. We believe the decision 
to cancel our spring 2021 national 
championships is the safest decision 

given the ongoing uncertainty of the 
pandemic at a local level, as well as 
the uncertainty around each region 
being able to compete for a national 
championship.

“Hockey Canada is grateful for the 
continued support of local host com-
mittees and event partners, including 
B.C. Hockey, Hockey Alberta, the Sas-
katchewan Hockey Association, the 
Ontario Hockey Federation and the 
Canadian Junior Hockey League, as 
well as the communities of Penticton, 
B.C.; Prince Albert, Sask.; Calgary, 

Alta.; and Dundas, Ont.; and all local 
and provincial funding partners. Our 
organization is appreciative of the 
commitment and support of all stake-
holders and we look forward to show-
casing our national championships 
and all participants to fans next year.”

Hockey Canada will continue to 
work with event stakeholders to host 
the spring 2022 national champion-
ships with a confi rmation of all 2022 
host communities to be announced in 
the coming months.

Sigurdson leading Beavers to strong season 
By Brian Bowman

Denali Sigurdson experienced the heartbreak of 
having her hockey nationals cancelled last year due 
to COVID-19.

She really hopes that doesn’t happen again this 
year as her very talented Minot State Beavers’ team 
will be hosting the 2021 ACHA Women’s National 
Tournament from April 15 to 19.

Minot State has a really great fan base that sup-
ports all of their athletic programs.

“We have a really good support of fans,” Sigurd-
son said last Friday. “We’re hosting the national 
championship tournament this year and I think 
that will be really good for the community. It’s a re-
ally good environment to play in. I was really upset 
(that nationals) got cancelled last year because of 
COVID. This will be my fi rst (national) tournament 
and playing at home will be really exciting. I’m hop-
ing that my family can come across the border to 
watch.”

Minot State has gotten off to a great start this sea-
son, posting a 7-1 record heading into last week-
end’s two road games against Midland University 
in Freemont, Nebraska.

“We have a really good team and a lot of good 
players,” said Sigurdson, a Riverton product and 
former Interlake Lightning. “We all have different 
aspects that we bring to the team and we keep on 
working on the little things in practice.”

Minot State has been outstanding defensively 
this season, allowing just 11 goals in the fi rst eight 
games. Five of those goals allowed came in a 5-1 
loss to Adrian College on Jan. 15.

Sigurdson found her way to Minot through her 

former Lightning U18 
“AAA” head coach Dean 
Rebeck. 

“The (Minot State coach 
Ryan Miner) was really 
good friends with my 
‘AAA’ coach and he got 
me talking to Miner and it 
just went from there,” ex-
plained Sigurdson, who is 
studying radiologic tech-
nology. 

Miner is from Winnipeg 
and is a former goalie at 
Minot State. The Beavers’ 
lineup this season is load-
ed with Canadians, including 10 from Manitoba.

“It was nice because I knew a lot of the girls and 
played against a bunch of them,” said Sigurdson, 
who describes herself as an offensive defenceman 
who enjoys joining the rush. “It defi nitely helped 
ease the transition from playing in Canada to the 
States.”

Sigurdson, now in her second year with the Bea-
vers, enjoys playing for Minot State. She only 
played 11 games last season because she had to sit 
out the fi rst semester because she was only 17. Play-
ers have to be at least 18 years of age to play U.S. 
college sports 

“It was a bit diffi cult (at fi rst) being away from 
family,” said the 19-year-old. “It was kind of hard 
to leave but the girls are super nice and they wel-
comed me. It’s been really fun and I’m glad I made 
the decision of going.”

Minot State is back in action this weekend with a 
pair of home games against Lindenwood Univer-
sity. Saturday’s game is set for 4:30 p.m. while puck 
drop for Sunday’s contest is 1 p.m.

 PHOTO SUBMITTED
Riverton’s Denali Sigurdson, a former Interlake 
Lightning, is in her second season with 
the Minot State Beavers’ women’s hockey 
program.

Denali Sigurdson



AUTOS
2012 Cadillac CTS, 
115,000 original miles, 
2nd owner, safetied, 
pearl white, loaded, 
factory command 
start, no GST. $12,000 
obo. Please call 204-
481-2329.

SCRAP METAL
Buying scrap metal, 
cars, tractors, com-
bines, farm scrap, 
any metal material, 
any farm machinery. 
Ph Lonnie at 204-886-
3407 lve. message or 
cell at 204-861-2031.
––––––––––––––––––
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. NO ITEM TOO 
LARGE! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental 
property in Winnipeg? 
Are you tired of dealing 
with long term renters 
and the mess they can 
leave? We can provide 
you with a different 
option to earn a rental 
income. Pawluk Realty 
204-890-8141.

LAND FOR SALE
2.3 acre lot for home 
or cottage on Valhalla 
Rd, Arnes area. Drive-
way, treed on 4 sides, 
well & fi eld included. 
$50,000. Ph 204-941-
9124.

LAND FOR SALE
For sale in the Steep 
Rock area – 2 adjoin-
ing quarters, mostly 
hayland & pasture, 
some bush. Fenced 
& cross fenced. All 
weather road access, 
hydro & telephone and 
road along one side. 2 
dugouts & well, close 
to Lake Manitoba. 
Good hunting with a 
large area of crown 
leases close by. Also 
has potentially good 
yardsite for future de-
velopment. Would sell 
separate or together. 
For more info. and 
price call 1-204-449-
2383 or text 204-768-
0121.
––––––––––––––––––
2 acre lot for your new 
home just 2 miles east 
of Arborg on River Rd. 
Trees on north side of 
lot. $65,000. Ph 204-
941-9124.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Tollak Place has 1 & 2 
bedroom suites, locat-
ed at 40 Eveline Street. 
Spacious suites, with 
F/S, A/C, storage 
areas and large bal-
conies; utilities are 
included, parking is 
extra. Tollak 2 is a 55 
plus bldg., river view 
apts. with central air, 
F/S, DW & microwave; 
large storage area 
off the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and 
parking extra. Call the 
onsite offi ce 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABIL-
ITY.

HOUSE FOR RENT
2 bdrm. country house 
for rent. Available 
March 1st. Ledwin 
area. $500/mo. plus 
utilities. Phone eve-
nings 204-641-3615.
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NOTICE TO
CREDITORS

IN THE MATTER of 
the Estate of LOUIS 
MARIE CONAN, late 
of the Postal District 
of Fisher Branch, 
Manitoba, Deceased. 
All Claims against the 
above estate, duly 
verifi ed by Statutory 
Declaration, must 
be fi led with the 
undersigned at his 
offi ce at P.O. Box 200, 
Ashern, Manitoba, 
R0C 0E0, on or 
before the 11th day of 
March, 2021. 
DATED at Ashern, 
Manitoba, this 4th day 
of February, 2021.
PAUL D. GEISLER J.D.
DUNCAN E. GEISLER
LAW OFFICE
Solicitor 
of the Executor

ASHERN

• 3 Full-time Summer Student Sales-
person positions, May 3 - September 4.  
Hours and dates fl exible, must be able to 
lift 50 lbs unassisted and available to work 
Saturdays.  
Application deadline: April 17, 2021.

• Permanent part-time salesperson and/
or lumber yard worker.  Must be able to lift 
50 lbs. unassisted.  Class 5 Drivers licence 
holder is preferred.

Please submit resume at #28 Railway 
Avenue, Ashern, or by e-mail to 

jason.carpenter@homehardware.ca

We Are Hiring!

Positions available:

PROPERTY FOR SALE
2 ACRE LOT 

FOR YOUR NEW HOME 
just 2 miles east of Arborg 

on River Rd. Trees 
on north side of lot 

$65,000

2.3 ACRE LOT 
FOR HOME OR COTTAGE 
on Valhalla Rd., Arnes area. 
Driveway, treed on 4 sides, 

well & fi eld included. 
$50,000

Please call 204-941-9124

   

The Rural Municipality of Fisher invites 
proposals for the service of an auditor, and 
for the preparation of the municipality’s 
annual reports for the fi scal years 2021, 2022 
and 2023, all inclusive, in accordance with the 
qualifi cations and duties prescribed by The 
Municipal Act respecting the fi nancial affairs, 
books, accounts, records and transactions to 
the municipality. 

The Rural Municipality of Fisher has a Utility 
Fund, an L.U.D of Fisher Branch, and Handi-
Van Services. 

Proposal to include an amount for one (1) 
year and an amount for three (3) years. 

Sealed envelope to be marked “AUDIT 
SERVICES” 

Proposals must be received by 9:00 a.m. 
Tuesday March 2, 2021. 

For Further Information, please contact the 
undersigned. 

The Council has the sole authority to make 
the appointment of auditor and reserves the 
right without prejudice to reject any and/or all 
proposals. 

Kelly Marykuca, CMMA
Chief Administrative Offi cer 
Rural Municipality of Fisher 
Box 280, Fisher Branch, Manitoba R0C 0Z0 
Phone: (204) 372-6393
Email: fi shercao@mymts.net 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
AUDIT SERVICES

   

The Rural Municipality of Fisher is inviting 
quotes for hourly rental rates for various 
equipment for the purpose of establishing 
pay rates for the 2021 construction and 
maintenance season. 

Quotation forms may be obtained at the Rural 
Municipality of Fisher Offi ce, 30 Tache Street, 
Fisher Branch, Manitoba. 

Deadline for proposals is 12:00 p.m. on 
March 1st, 2021.  

Rural Municipality of Fisher
Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB R0C 0Z0
Phone: (204) 372-6393
Fax: (204) 372-8470
Email:  fi shercao@mymts.net

INVITATION TO QUOTE 
HOURLY EQUIPMENT RATES

Due to an upcoming retirement, we are currently seeking a self-
motivated, responsible and well-organized Municipal Clerk. This is an 
exciting and rewarding opportunity.

Being the front desk Reception, the primary responsibilities include but 
not limited to, greeting the public, providing information, processing 
tax payments, Utility Bills, miscellaneous payments, deposits, issuing 
certifi cates, answering/directing calls, customer service, general offi ce 
administration. The successful applicant will perform a variety of clerical 
work requiring the ability to work independently, while also supporting 
the needs of a busy department. Days and hours of work are Monday to 
Friday 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. 

Qualifi ed candidates will have a minimum 5 years’ experience in an offi ce 
atmosphere and completed a minimum of Grade 12. Administrative 
Assistant Certifi cate is considered an asset. 

The ideal applicant will have:
Experience in general accounting, be excellent in interpersonal, time 
management, organizational, analytical, research, communication, 
presentation, problem-solving skills and profi ciency with Microsoft 
programs. Experience with Municipal MuniWare Program is considered 
an asset. Municipal experience and thorough knowledge of local 
government and municipal administration and records keeping is also 
considered an asset. 

Wage will be determined by qualifi cations and experience.

The Town of Winnipeg Beach provides an attractive benefi t package, 
including Health, Dental & Vision, Pension Plan, Long Term Disability, 
Life Insurance and AD&D.

Qualifi ed applicants are invited to submit a detailed resume marked 
“Municipal Clerk” to the undersigned by the end of business day; 
Friday, February 26, 2021.  Please list previous experience and at least 
3 references.

Only those selected for an interview will be contacted. Please submit 
resume to:

Roger A. Bouvier, Chief Administrative Offi cer
Town of Winnipeg Beach
Box 160, Winnipeg Beach, MB R0C 3G0
Email:  cao@winnipegbeach.ca
204-389-2698

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

MUNICIPAL CLERK
TOWN OF WINNIPEG BEACH

FARMLAND FOR SALE 
BY TENDER

Property in the Municipality of Grahamdale 
2 miles north of Moosehorn on Hwy. 6

Total acres: 299.73
 -  NW18-27-7W (140.52 acres 

approximately 30 acres west side of Hwy. 
6. 110 acres east side) 70 acres hayland 
and 70 acres pasture.

 -  SW19-27-7W (159.21 acres) pastureland, 
hydro at yard site, 2 dugouts and older 
buildings. 

Both quarters adjoining.
Conditions of tender:
1.  Interested parties must rely on their own 

inspections and knowledge of the property
2.  Tenders must be received on or before 

March 8, 2021
3.  Highest or any tender not necessarily 

accepted

Terms and conditions:
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be 

required to complete an agreement covering 
the terms and conditions of the sale. 

Submit tender to:
Wes Huston, Box 78, 

Stephenfi eld, MB, R0G 2R0

Call 204-828-3633 for more information. 
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HELP WANTED
Direct Support Work-
ers to provide Assis-
tance to adults living 
with a Developmental 
Disability in the com-
munity. We currently 
have openings for 
part-time and casual 
Direct Support Work-
ers at our group homes 
in Arborg. If you are a 
people person with a 
compassionate heart 
and a desire to be of 
service at this critical 
time, then this might 
be just the rewarding 
work experience you 
are looking for. Train-
ing will be provided 
on the job, no formal 
education necessary. 
Experience providing 
care to others in a vari-
ety of settings is an as-
set, but not a require-
ment. This position 
is about relationship 
building, and provid-
ing support to our in-
dividuals. Working as 
a team member, your 
tasks will be varied, in-
cluding personal care, 
community outings 
and assisting with all 
activities of daily liv-
ing, as needed. Other 
duties include house-
hold upkeep, daily 
cooking, and record 
keeping tasks. We of-

fer full benefi ts and 
pension and a fl exible 
schedule with options 
for day, evening, night 
or weekend shifts. If 
hired you will be asked 
to pass criminal record 
and child/abuse reg-
istry checks. Please 
apply in writing to: Ex-
ecutive Director, River-
dale Place Homes 
Inc., Box 968, Arborg, 
MB, R0C 0A0 or email: 
k f innson_rph@out-
look.com
Application deadline: 
Feb.26, 2021. For 
more info contact: 
Kathy Finnson, Exec. 
Director 204-376-
2940, ext. 1
––––––––––––––––––
Like working with 
wood and working 
close to home? 204 
Pallet & Packaging 
in Stony Mountain is 
looking for full time 
production workers. 
Please call 204-344-
5404 for details. 

WANTED
Interlake Freshwater 
Fisheries is looking to 
purchase fi sh quota. 
Call 204-999-6248.

MISCELLANEOUS
Having a virtual event 
in Manitoba? Need 
registrants? Advertise 
it in the 37 MB Weekly 
newspapers and get 
noticed! Each week 
our blanket classifi eds 
could be helping your 
organization get no-
ticed in over 340,000 
homes! It’s AFFORD-
ABLE and it’s a great 
way to increase and 
connect with our 37 
weekly member news-
papers. For as little 
as $189 + GST, get 
your important mes-
saging out! Call us at 
204-467-5836 to book 
or email classifi ed@
mcna.com for details. 
MCNA - Manitoba 
Community Newspa-
pers Association 204-
947-1691. www.mcna.
com

NOTICES
Urgent press releases 
or media advisories 
service. Have some-
thing to announce? 
A cancellation? A 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information, or email 
classified@mcna.com 
for details. www.mcna.
com.

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 
joint or arthritic pain? 
If so, you owe it to 
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules. 
Hundreds have found 
relief. Benefi ts hu-
mans and pets. EVA is 
composed of proteins, 
amino acids, minerals, 
lipids and water. Key 
compounds that work 
to stimulate red blood 
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development. 
Stonewood Elk Ranch 
Ltd., 204-467-8884 
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net
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Call Today! 204-467-5836

InterlakeGGraphraphicsics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

FLYERS
BROCHURES

BUSINESS CARDS
STICKERS

WINDOW DECALS
SOCIAL TICKETS
DOOR HANGERS

LETTERHEAD

ENVELOPES
INVOICES
ESTIMATE 
SHEETS

POSTERS
MEMO PADS
POST CARDS

Everything you Everything you need to need to 
promote your businesspromote your business McMunn & Yates Building Supplies Ltd., a COR certifi ed 

leading supplier of building materials and construction 
products, is currently accepting applications for the 
positions of Delivery Driver/Yard Associate in our Eriksdale 
location. 
Delivery Driver/Yard Associate – Eriksdale, MB
Get ready to build your career as we continue to build our 
company.  We are currently recruiting for an individual to 
add to our team.  As a valuable member of our team your 
duties will include customer service, packaging orders, 
delivering building materials, loading and unloading trucks 
as well as general yard maintenance.  Knowledge of 
building materials is an asset but not required.  
The successful candidate will show a commitment 
to delivering outstanding customer service, must be 
dependable, detail orientated, be able to lift/carry a 
minimum of 50 lbs. and be in possession of a valid class 5 
driving license.
We offer a competitive salary & benefi t package. If you 
would like to build your career with our company, please 
forward your resume with cover letter, in confi dence to:

McMunn & Yates Building Supplies
Eriksdale Branch | Box 8 Eriksdale, MB R0C 0W0

Attn: Brian Smith | Email: bsmith@mcmunnandyates.com 
We thank all candidates in advance; however only those 
selected for an interview will be contacted.

 

HIP/KNEE 
Replacement? 
Other medical 
conditions causing  
TROUBLE WALKING 
or DRESSING? 

The Disability Tax 
Credit allows for 
$2,500 yearly tax 
credit and up to 

$50,000 Lump sum 
refund. 
Apply NOW; quickest 
refund Nationwide! 
Providing assistance 
during Covid.

Expert Help:  
204-453-5372

HOME OF THE  
FEHR DEAL!
SUPPLYING  

DÉCOR CABINETS 
FOR 25+ YRS

PROMPT SERVICE 
& FREE DESIGN 

USUALLY WITHIN  
24 HRS

Ph: (204) 746-2223
FEHRSCABINETS.COM

McSherry Auctions
12 Patterson Dr. 
Stonewall, MB

Online Timed Auctions 
@ iCollector.com

Estate & Moving
Closes Wed February 17  
@ 7:00 PM

Estate & Moving
Closes Wed February 24  
@ 7:00 PM

Consignments Welcome!

(204) 467-1858 or  
(204) 886-7027
www.mcsherryauction.com

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES 
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV 
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St., 

WPG
1-877-775-8271

www.batteryman.ca

Response Builder 
Advertising 
WORKS!

• GET SEEN by over 
0,000 Manitoba 

Homes!
• Create instant top of 

mind awareness
• Showcase your info,

business, product, 
job, announcements 
or event

• We format it, to 
make it look great!

• Starting at $239.00 
(includes 35 lines of 
space) 

• The ads blanket the 
province and run in 
MCNA’s  Manitoba 
community 
newspapers

• Very cost eff ective
means of getting 
your message out to 
the widest possible 
audience

Contact this newspaper 
NOW or MCNA at 
204.947.1691 or email 
classifi ed@mcna.com

www.mcna.com

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires

EBY Aluminum:

KALDECK TRUCK  
& TRAILER INC.

Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127
www.kaldecktrailers.com

The Aurora
1648 SqFt  

RTM  
3 bedrooms, ensuite, 
huge kitchen, quartz 
countertops, walk-in 
pantry, island. James 
Hardie Siding Huron 
Tripane Windows. 

Pictures available 
www.

wgiesbrechthomes.ca 

MUST SELL  
2008 Grandeaur 
Modular Home  

204-346-3231
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FIND THE RIGHT PERSON 
FOR THE POSITION with an   

EMPLOYMENT/ 
CAREERS AD in

Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

CONT. ON NEXT COL.

The Express The Express 
Weekly News Weekly News 

Classifi ed Classifi ed 
booking booking 

deadline is deadline is 
Monday at Monday at 

4 p.m. prior 4 p.m. prior 
to Thursday’s to Thursday’s 
publicationpublication
Please Please Call Call 
204-467-5836204-467-5836

Please support 
our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL



24   The Express Weekly News  Thursday, February 11, 2021

clclclClassifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
The following parcels of farmland are hereby offered for sale by tender:

•  The SE ¼ of Section 32-22-3 EPM (approx. 150.90 Acres)
•  The SW ¼ of Section 32-22-3 EPM (approx. 153.91 Acres)

The parcels include approx. 270 acres of cultivated land in the 
RM of Bifrost-Riverton 2 miles N and 2 miles E of Arborg. 

Sealed written tenders for any or all of the property described above will 
be received by: 

D’Arcy & Deacon LLP 
2200 – One Lombard Place

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 0X7
Attn: Tomas Masi

CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1.   Bidders may tender on all or any of the above parcels and must rely 

on their own inspection/knowledge of said property. 
2.   Tenders must be delivered to D’Arcy & Deacon LLP by 4:00 p.m. on 

March 1, 2021. Please mark package “Attn: T. Masi”.
3.   Tenders must be accompanied by a $20,000.00 deposit by way of a 

certifi ed cheque payable to “D’Arcy & Deacon LLP in Trust”. Deposit 
cheques accompanying unaccepted bids will be returned. 

4.   Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1.  The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to enter into an 

agreement covering the terms/conditions of the sale.
2.   The closing of the sale and transfer of possession of the property 

shall be on April 1, 2021 or earlier by mutual agreement. In addition 
to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender shall be paid by 
April 1, 2021, or evidence that said funds will be available under 
conditions acceptable to the Vendor. If the balance of the accepted 
tender is not paid in accordance with said terms, the deposit paid 
shall be forfeited as liquidated damages and not as a penalty. 

3.  The successful bidder will be responsible for payment of GST and all 
realty taxes following December 31, 2020.

For further information contact Tomas Masi at:
PH: (204) 977-0321    Email: tmasi@darcydeacon.com

Roll 
Number

Description Assessed 
Value

Amount of Arrears 
& Costs for Which 
Property May be 
Offered for Sale

177630 THE SLY 95 FEET OF PARCEL 'E' AND THE NLY 105 
FEET OF PARCEL 'F' PLAN 10410 WLTO IN LOT 6, 
EAST OF THE ICELANDIC RIVER IN SECTION 17-23-
4 EPM - 134094 ROAD 20E

L -$11,300

B -$14,600
$3,958.50

405500 LOTS 5, 6, 7 AND 8 BLOCK 2 PLAN 2389 WLTO IN RL 
5 WEST IN SECTION 20-23-4 EPM                                        
49 THORVALDSON STREET, RIVERTON

L -$5,000

B -$29,600
$5,680.32

410800 S 1/2 OF LOT 3 PLAN 2799 WLTO EXC, GREENWOOD 
AVE. PLAN 15218 WLTO IN LOT 5 WEST, OF 20-23-4
EPM. - 87 REGGIE LEACH DRIVE, RIVERTON

L -$7,000

B -$102,100
$7,531.84

431200 LOTS 9 AND 10 RANGE 2 PLAN 13740 WLTO (L DIV) 
EXC ALL MINES AND MINERALS AS RESERVED IN 
THE GRANT FROM THE CROWN IN SECS 20 AND 21-
23-4 EPM - 73 QUEEN STREET, RIVERTON

L -$6,100

B -$38,200
$3,113.67

434100 LOT 48 RANGE 2 PLAN 13740 WLTO (L DIV) EXC 
ALL MINES AND MINERALS AS SET FORTH IN THE 
ORIGINAL GRANT FROM THE CROWN, IN 
SECTIONS 20 AND 21-23-4 EPM. - 160 KING STREET, 
RIVERTON

L -$6,100

B -$1,100
$2,051.27

Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby 
given that unless the tax arrears for the designated year and costs in 
respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to the 
Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Munici-
pality will on the 17th day of March, 2021, at the hour of 10:00 AM, 
at 329 River Road, Arborg, Manitoba, proceed to sell by public auction 
the following described properties:

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to 

each property:

•  The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any property taxes not yet due.
•  The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of the 

arrears and costs.
•  If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be 

presented prior to the start of the auction.
•  The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever concerning 

the properties being sold.
•  The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, 

certifi ed cheque or bank draft to the Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton as follows:
 i)  The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
 ii)  If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide 

a non-refundable deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the 
purchase price must be paid within 20 days of the sale; AND

 iii)  A fee in the amount $309.75 ($295 plus GST) for preparation of the 
transfer of title documents.  The purchaser will be responsible for regis-
tering the transfer of title documents in the land titles offi ce, including the 
registration costs.

• The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction.
• The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.
•  If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the Mu-

nicipality or, if a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration.

Dated this 11th day of February, 2021.

Managed by: Jordan Willner
Chief Administrative Offi cer
Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton
Phone: (204) 376-2391
Fax: (204) 376-2742

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES
MUNICIPALITY OF BIFROST-RIVERTON

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFICER JOB POSTING

TOWN OF WINNIPEG BEACH
The Town of Winnipeg Beach, located 45 minutes north of Winnipeg, is 
searching for a highly motivated, effi cient, experienced municipal leader 
to fi ll their Chief Administrative Offi cer position. As the administrative 
head of the municipality, the successful candidate will lead our 
senior management team and staff through effective human resource 
management and will develop and implement services, programs, 
projects, and objectives that further Council’s collective vision. 

This position is also responsible for overseeing all municipal services, 
including infrastructure maintenance and development, engineering, 
public works, utilities, fi re services and recreation. The CAO will 
also liaise with stakeholders and other municipalities and levels of 
government on signifi cant projects affecting the municipality. The 
position will include multi-tasking to organize, plan, coordinate and 
direct all operations to ensuring that the Municipal Act, our municipal 
by-laws, and policies are adhered to. 

We are seeking a graduate of the University of Manitoba Continuing 
Education Division Certifi cate Program for Municipal Administrators, or 
equivalent education, with a minimum of 5 years experience in municipal 
administration. Incumbent will be a strong team builder and have 
demonstrated leadership, supervisory, and confl ict resolution skills and 
will be able to deal effectively with the public. Working knowledge of 
Municipal and Provincial legislation is required along with experience in 
municipal software programs and Microsoft products. 

Salary will be set in accordance with the successful applicant’s 
qualifi cation and abilities. 

For additional information, please contact Roger A. Bouvier, Chief 
Administrative Offi cer at cao@winnipegbeach.ca or by calling the 
Chief Administrative Offi cer at 1-204-389-2698. Position will remain 
open until fi lled. Only those selected for an interview will be contacted. 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

MORTGAGE SALE
The buildings and land known as 19160 Arnes 
Road, Arnes, MB Manitoba, and as described 
in Certifi cate of Title No. 2063442/1 will be 
sold at auction on Wednesday the 3rd day 
of March, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. by a licensed 
auctioneer, by way of video or teleconference. 
Attendees are required to pre-register with 
Taylor McCaffrey LLP at least 24 hours prior 
to the auction by submitting the following 
information: 1. your full legal name; 2. your 
email address; 3. your telephone number; 4. 
the address of the subject property; and 5. 
the date and time of the auction by telephone 
to 204-988-0443 or by e-mail to dransom@
tmlawyers.com. On the date of the auction, an 
email will be sent to all attendees at the email 
addresses provided. The attendees will need to 
follow the instructions in the email, which will 
include a video link or teleconference call-in 
information. The successful bidder shall have 
a period of 24 hours to provide the deposit 
in certifi ed funds payable to Taylor McCaffrey 
LLP and sign the auction sale conditions.

The property is also known as Jad’s General 
Mart and is located approximately 11 miles 
north of Gimli along Provincial Road No. 222.

TO THE BEST of the vendor’s knowledge, 
there is situated on the property a one 
story frame convenience store and gas 
bar, offering groceries, movies, post offi ce 
boxes, restaurant and gas, built in 1970, 
approximately 2465 square feet, with 7 rooms 
consisting of sales area, kitchen, storage, 
post offi ce, dining room and 1-three piece 
bathroom, located on a lot with 208.71 foot 
frontage and 104.72 depth, private well and 
septic fi eld. The property also contains an 
older detached single garage.

PRIOR ENCUMBRANCES: nil

REALTY TAXES (excluding any accruing water 
charges) are paid to December 31, 2018.

TERMS OF SALE: a deposit of $6,700.00 by 
way of cash, certifi ed cheque or bank draft 
payable to Taylor McCaffrey LLP, and the 
balance according to conditions which will be 
available for public view at the Auctioneer’s 
address above prior to the auction. The 
property will be sold subject to a Reserve Bid 
of $48,750.00 plus such other additional and 
incidental costs which may be incurred by the 
Vendor from the 1st day of February, 2021 to 
the date of auction and which costs will be 
announced prior to the commencement of 
the sale. The auction sale will be conducted 
pursuant to an Order for Sale issued by the 
District Registrar. Certain parties may be 
prohibited from purchasing the property, 
including but not limited to, parties who by 
virtue of their employment or relationship to 
a person involved in the sale process would 
have special knowledge of the circumstances 
pertaining to the sale. For more information 
and a list of prohibited purchasers please visit: 
www.teranetmanitoba.ca.
GST will be payable on the purchase price at 
the time of closing unless the purchaser is a 
registrant under the Excise Tax Act for GST 
and, on or before the closing date, provides 
a Declaration and Indemnity to that effect, 
satisfactory to the vendor’s solicitor.
FURTHER information may be obtained from:
Taylor McCaffrey LLP 
2200 – 201 Portage Avenue, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 3L3 
Attention: Daniel Ransom 
Phone: 204-988-0443 
File No.: 86693-100 204-467-5836204-467-5836

classifi eds@expressweeklynews.caclassifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

Don’t forget to send your Don’t forget to send your 
special wishes to your special wishes to your 

friends and family.friends and family.
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Please visit www.gimli.ca for a full copy of Board Orders 5/21 & 6/21.

*Based on 13.5 cubic meters
**One Residential Equivalency Unit (REU) based on 217 cubic meters per year

RE: Rural Municipality of Gimli – Gimli Urban Centre, Gimli Business 
Park, Aspen Park and Pelican Beach Water Utilities – Amalgamantion 
of Water Utilities and Surcharge to Recover Debenture Servicing 
Costs Water Treatment Plant and Distribution System Upgrade

Surcharge to Recover Debenture Servicing Costs for the Water 
Treatment Plant and Distribution System Upgrade

The board grants approval of utility debenture surcharges to recover 
debenture servicing costs for the Gimli Amalgamated Water Utility water 
treatment plant and distribution system upgrades at a rate of $0.43 per 
cubic meter, to be charged on actual consumption on metered customers 
and based on estimated consumption of 118.15 cubic meters per year 
for unmetered customers.  
The debenture surcharge is effective January 1, 2021.

Gimli Urban Centre, Gimli Business Park, Aspen Park and Pelican 
Beach Water Utilities – Amalgamantion of Water Utilities

The board grants approval of the application for the amalgamation of the 
Rural Municipality of Gimli (RM), Gimli Urban Centre, Gimli Business 
Park, Aspen Park and Pelican Beach Water Utilities, to be known as the 
Gimli Amalgamated Water Utility.  The amalgamation and revised rates 
are effective April 1, 2021. (Amalgamation varied by Order No. 6/21 to 
be effective January 1, 2021)

The Board varies the RM’s application for revised rates for all customers 
of the Gimli Amalgamated Water Utility and grants approval of the rates 
as follows:

 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF GIMLI

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Please be advised that the Public Utilities Board has approved the following 

Order No. 5/21, varied by Order No. 6/21.  

 
Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax arrears for 
the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to the 
Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Municipality will on the 1st day of March, 
2021, at the hour of 2:00 PM, at Rural Municipality of Fisher, 30 Tache Street, Fisher Branch, 
Manitoba, proceed to sell by public auction the following described properties: 

Roll 
Number 

Description Assessed 
Value 

Amount of Arrears & 
Costs for Which 
Property May be 
Offered for Sale 

378600 NW 1/4 36-24-3 WPM SUBJECT TO THE 
RESERVATIONS CONTAINED IN THE 
CROWN LANDS ACT  

L -$210,900 $11,771.63 

414400 ALL THAT PORTION OF NE 1/4 7-25-2 WPM 
WHICH LIES SE OF PUBLIC ROAD PLAN 
16574 WLTO EXC ALL MINES AND 
MINERALS AS SET FORTH IN TRANSFER 
701672 WLTO  

L -$149,100 $8,737.82 

414600 SE 1/4 OF 7-25-2 WPM SUBJECT TO THE 
RESERVATIONS AND PROVISOES 
CONTAINED IN THE GRANT FROM THE 
CROWN  

L -$175,200 $9,808.06 

427200 SE 1/4 1-25-3 WPM EXC THE SLY 165 FEET 
PERP OF THE ELY 264 FEET PERP SUBJECT 
TO THE RESERVATIONS AND PROVISOES 
CONTAINED IN THE GRANT FROM THE 
CROWN  

L -$68,200 

B -$6,600 

$5,666.93 

457000 SW 1/4 35-26-3 WPM SUBJECT TO THE 
RESERVATIONS AND PROVISOES 
CONTAINED IN THE GRANT FROM THE 
CROWN  

L -$127,100 $6,906.20 

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property: 
• The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any property taxes not yet due. 
• The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of the arrears and 

costs. 

• If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be presented prior to 
the start of the auction. 

• The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever concerning the properties 
being sold. 

• The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, certified cheque 
or bank draft to the Rural Municipality of Fisher as follows: 

i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR 
ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a non-

refundable deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the purchase price must 
be paid within 20 days of the sale; AND 

iii) A fee in the amount $309.75 ($295 plus GST) for preparation of the transfer of title 
documents.  The purchaser will be responsible for registering the transfer of title 
documents in the land titles office, including the registration costs. 

• The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction. 

• The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession. 
• If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the Municipality or, if 

a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration. 
 
Dated this 15th day of January, 2021. 
 
Managed by: 

 Kelly Marykuca 
 Chief Administrative Officer 
 Rural Municipality of Fisher 

Phone: (204) 372-6393 
Fax: (204) 372-8470 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION 
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES 

RURAL MUNICIPALITY OF FISHER 

The Rural Municipality of Woodlands invites applications for the 
position of Office Clerk.  As a member of our team, you will perform a 
variety of tasks, including processing payments, greeting customers, 
typing council meeting minutes, filing, updating website, assisting 
with municipal elections.
As the successful candidate, you will possess the following:
-  Excellent oral and written communication skills, computer skills, 

organization skills, customer service.
- Attention to accuracy and detail.
- Ability to deal with people in a tactful and diplomatic manner.
- Valid Class 5 Drivers License.

This is a full-time position, non-unionized position, consisting of 
37.5 hours per week, and offers a comprehensive benefits package.

A full job description is available by contacting the RM Office at 
(204)383-5679 or on our website at www.rmwoodlands.info 

Please send resume with references by 2:00 P.M. on February 17, 
2021 to the following:

R.M. of Woodlands
Box 10, Woodlands, MB, R0C 3H0
Attention: CAO 
or to finance@rmwoodlands.ca

ations for the

Rural Municipality of Woodlands 
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

MORTGAGE SALE
The buildings and land known as 121150 
PR 222 Hwy, RM of Gimli Manitoba, and as 
described in Certifi cate of Title No. 2166555/1 
will be sold at auction on Wednesday the 3rd 
day of March, 2021 at 10:00 a.m. by a licensed 
auctioneer, by way of video or teleconference. 
Attendees are required to pre-register with 
Taylor McCaffrey LLP at least 24 hours prior 
to the auction by submitting the following 
information: 1. your full legal name; 2. your 
email address; 3. your telephone number; 4. 
the address of the subject property; and 5. 
the date and time of the auction by telephone 
to 204-988-0443 or by e-mail to dransom@
tmlawyers.com. On the date of the auction, an 
email will be sent to all attendees at the email 
addresses provided. The attendees will need to 
follow the instructions in the email, which will 
include a video link or teleconference call-in 
information. The successful bidder shall have 
a period of 24 hours to provide the deposit 
in certifi ed funds payable to Taylor McCaffrey 
LLP and sign the auction sale conditions.

The property is also known as Bobby Jo’s Ice 
Cream and Amusements located on the SW 
Corner of Arnes Rd. & Highway #9, Arnes 
(Gimli), Manitoba.

TO THE BEST of the vendor’s knowledge, there 
is situated on the property a single story wood 
frame commercial structure built in 1962, 
approximately 1458 square feet, located on a 2 
acre lot, concrete foundation with crawl space, 
580 square foot wood deck along the front of 
the building, private well with 2 holding tanks. 
The interior is subdivided into 2 sections, one 
being the counter area and seating area. There 
are 2 washrooms containing a water closet 
and sink off the counter area with a small 
utility room behind the main counter space. 
The second section is a larger eating area 
which houses approximately 16 people with 
small booths.

PRIOR ENCUMBRANCES: Caveat No. 1655687/1

REALTY TAXES (excluding any accruing water 
charges) are paid to December 31, 2018.

TERMS OF SALE: a deposit of $2,800.00 by 
way of cash, certifi ed cheque or bank draft 
payable to Taylor McCaffrey LLP, and the 
balance according to conditions which will be 
available for public view at the Auctioneer’s 
address above prior to the auction. The 
property will be sold subject to a Reserve Bid 
of $21,750.00 plus such other additional and 
incidental costs which may be incurred by the 
Vendor from the 1st day of February, 2021 to 
the date of auction and which costs will be 
announced prior to the commencement of 
the sale. The auction sale will be conducted 
pursuant to an Order for Sale issued by the 
District Registrar. Certain parties may be 
prohibited from purchasing the property, 
including but not limited to, parties who by 
virtue of their employment or relationship to 
a person involved in the sale process would 
have special knowledge of the circumstances 
pertaining to the sale. For more information 
and a list of prohibited purchasers please visit: 
www.teranetmanitoba.ca.

GST will be payable on the purchase price at 
the time of closing unless the purchaser is a 
registrant under the Excise Tax Act for GST 
and, on or before the closing date, provides 
a Declaration and Indemnity to that effect, 
satisfactory to the vendor’s solicitor.

FURTHER information may be obtained from:
Taylor McCaffrey LLP Lawyers 
2200 – 201 Portage Avenue, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 3L3 
Attention: Daniel Ransom 
Phone: 204-988-0443 
File No.: 86693-101

take a break
> GAME



IN MEMORIAMBIRTHDAY

BIRTHDAY

In Loving Memory of
Margaret Smith

September 27, 1937 – February 10, 2019
The Day You Went Away
They say that times a healer
But as the time goes on,
I seem to fi nd it just as hard
To face the fact you’ve gone.
And today it’s the anniversary
Of the day that you went away
And I’m standing here at your graveside
And believe me when I say.
You’ll never be forgotten
And every year I’ll shed a tear
But it’s only because I love you
And wish you were still here.

-From your children
Nadine (Ed) and Shawn;

Grandchildren Chris, Caryl, Isabella,
Meadow and Paige

Happy 60th birthday to
Lorna Thomas
February 11th

-Love from your family

Greg Stevens
Happy 70th Birthday February 14th

and Happy 2nd Retirement!
You are my Valentine (and my Santa) and 
everything to me! Happy Birthday and 
retirement (again)! Looking forward to having 
more time to travel and spoil the grandkids 
(when allowed)!

-Love Mary,
your children and grandchildren
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Everything you need to Everything you need to 
promote your businesspromote your business

InterlakeGGraphicsraphics
For all your printing 
and publishing needsCall Today! 467-5836451 Main Street, Arborg   204-376-3090

Now Hiring - Full-time yard position available.
Looking for an energetic, responsible team member that enjoys working outdoors 
with a variety of building supplies.
Applicants must have a current and valid driver’s license, must be able to work 
Saturdays. Previous experience operating a forklift is an asset.
The role includes loading and unloading trucks, assisting customers with 
inventory, stock counting, stocking lumber bins, assembly of inventory and so 
much more.
Apply at our customer service desk at 451 Main St. or by email. 
 
Contact Randy at randy@arborghhbc.com for more information.

We’re
Hiring!

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
Sawmill Workers required immediately.

Must be reliable and follow directions well.
Must be a team player.

Spruce Wood Loggers is looking for an energetic person who 
is physically able, punctual, promotable, trainable and can work 

with others. Must be at least 18 years of age have a class 5 
drivers license and dependable transportation. 

We are located approx. 18 miles north of Arborg.
Email resume to: swl@lakenet.ca or

call 204-378-2997 References required.

OBITUARY

Edwin Peter Kowalsky
March 12, 1934 – January 31, 2021
It is with sadness that we announce 

the passing of our Husband, Dad, and 
Grandpa. On January 31, 2021, at the 
age of 86, Edwin peacefully passed 
away surrounded by his beloved 
family at home as he wished.

Edwin will be forever missed by his 
wife Lillian (Chyzzy), his best friend 
for over 62 years. His children Donna, 
Shirley, Peter, Carol (Dave), Linda 
(Greg), Wanda (Gordon), David (Soo). 
Grandchildren Lindsey (Ty), Kyle, 
Rachel (Alex), Logan (Shanelle), Dylan 

(Amandine), Lexi. Great-grandson Caden. His sister Florence Hallson; his sisters-in-law Vicki, 
Valerie, Cecilia, Minnie; and brothers-in-law Eddie and Robert. Dad also leaves behind numerous 
nieces and nephews along with their families and many dear friends too numerous to name.

Edwin is predeceased by his parents Peter and Bronislawa Kowalsky, two infant brothers, 
brother Walter, many brother and sisters-in-law, his nephew Richard and great-nephew Riley.

Edwin was born on March 12, 1934 in Morweena, MB to Peter and Bronislawa who immigrated 
from Austria and Poland. Dad was the youngest of fi ve children. He attended school in Morweena 
until the age of 13, he then helped on the farm with his father. As a young boy he had a love for 
animals and that carried on throughout his life. Edwin met Lillian as a young man and they were 
married on October 4, 1958. Together they built their home beside his parents. Over the next 
10 years they welcomed seven children. Dad worked away at numerous jobs during the winter, 
and always came back to farming. Dad and Mom took lots of pride in their yard and spent many 
hours planting large gardens and countless trees. They enjoyed raising pigs and chickens to help 
provide for their growing family.

In his early 70s he retired from farming, but always stayed busy. Dad was proud to live in 
Morweena his entire life, an area that his Mother and Grandfather helped name. He had the 
greatest sense of humour, was a great listener and was always more than welcome to open 
the doors of their home, even to complete strangers. Dad loved anything to do with building 
and innovating. As we all know he would always be the fi rst one there to lend a hand to anyone 
who needed. Our Dad wore many hats from being a carpenter, welder, mechanic, road builder, 
pulp cutter, and his biggest pride of all was being a farmer. He also had many hobbies including 
hunting, ice fi shing, playing crib with good friends, watching Jeopardy, wood working, and any 
chance to spend time in the meat shop with family and friends. He enjoyed sharing many of his 
hobbies with his grandchildren. Dad has left us with the gift of taking pride in all that we do, and 
to work hard and take care of each other.

Dad was very proud to have his parents house moved to the Arborg Heritage Village. When the 
home arrived, Dad enlisted the help of his family and friends to restore Baba’s house so that it 
could be enjoyed by visitors for years to come.

A private family ceremony took place on February 5, 2021 and Edwin was laid to rest next to his 
parents at the Morweena Community Cemetery.

In lieu of fl owers, please donate to the Arborg Heritage Village or the Morweena Community 
Cemetery.

“Dad,
your guiding hand on my shoulder will remain with me forever.”
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MACKENZIE FUNERAL HOME STONEWALL
(204) 467-2525  •  info@mackenziefh.com

204-886-0404

OBITUARY

Wilf Edward Ansell
April 13, 1950 – February 5, 2021

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Wilf on 
February 5, 2021, at the age of 70.

He was predeceased by his parents Edward and Frances Ansell.
Wilf leaves behind son Aaron (Jody); grandchildren Desiree 

(Reuben), Darren (Brittany); brother James; sisters Connie and 
Colleen; as well as numerous nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.

A special thank you to his nephew Dwayne McArthur. 
Wilf was born in Arcola, Saskatchewan. He moved to Inwood in 

1959 with his family who owned and operated the Lantern Café. 
In 1966 his family moved from the area, but Wilf later returned to 
Inwood in 2002.

His hobbies included his love of model airplanes and fi shing. You 
could fi nd him at the Gimli Airfi eld most weekends. He worked for the R.M. of Armstrong for nine 
years before retiring in 2020.

There will be no funeral at this time, however a celebration of life will be held for family and 
friends at a later date. 

Special thank you to the doctors and nurses at the Stonewall Hospital.

• Window Coverings
by

Hwy #9 & Colville Dr., Gimli
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

(204) 642-8585
www.thehomestoregimli.com

WE DO WE DO 
IT ALL!IT ALL!

& More!

• Floor Coverings • Countertops
• Cabinetry by

19046 Ukrainian Park Road
Camp Morton, MB

204 376 5177
204 642 2980

Intglass@mymts.net

• Sealed Units
• Flat Glass• Flat Glass
• Mirrors• Mirrors
• Laminated• Laminated
• Tempered• Tempered
• Plexi/Lexan• Plexi/Lexan

• Windows & Doors
• Siding• Siding
• Custom Cladding• Custom Cladding
• Decks• Decks
•  Construction/•  Construction/

RenovationsRenovations
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Glass Specialists Construction

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 
• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

For All Your Plumbing & Repair Needs
- ROTOR ROOTER SERVICES - 

JEFF FLETT
Cell: 204-485-4227
jeffsplumbing1@gmail.com

• RESIDENTIAL  • COMMERCIAL

JEFF’S
PL  MBING

SERVICES INC.
GGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG

• Sewer Camera

HNAUSA, MANITOBA
• Cooking Shows • Meal Prep Solutions

• Fundraisers • Individual Orders
204-485-4272 call or text
stoneware444@gmail.com

www.pamperedchef.biz/michellebalharry

BizBiz CardsCards Call 204-467-5836Call 204-467-5836

~ ENCOURAGEMENT ~

Paid Advertisement

Love is patient, love is kind; it is not jealous, 
conceited or proud; love is not rude or 
selfi sh or irritable; love does not keep a 

record of wrongs; love is not happy with 
evil, but is  happy with the truth.  Love 

never gives up; and its faith, hope,  
and patience  never fail. 
I Corinthians  13 : 4  TEV

ROOFTOP SNOW REMOVALROOFTOP SNOW REMOVAL
      • Roofs
    • Driveways
  • Walkway
• Decks
Certifi ed Roofer

Is Your Life A Struggle... 
with COVID-19?

Protect yourself from 
“STRESS - The Silent-Killer”!

For Free Stress-Fighting 
“Natural Product Information”

 Contact:  peterm@lakenet.ca

classifi edsclassifi edsclassifi edsClassifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. 

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

James Joseph Leslie Mikula
With heavy hearts we announce the sudden passing of James 

Joseph Leslie Mikula on February 1, 2021; born September 7, 1962 
in Eriksdale MB.

He leaves to mourn his partner Sherry; children Andrea and 
Jordan; grandchildren Leeland, Chiara, Blake, Aubrey and 
Kourtney; brothers and sisters, Andy (Janet), John (Darlene), 
Myrna (Randy), Dolly (Ken), and Carol (Grant); nieces and nephews 
Charlotte, Wanda, Candida, Adam, Bryce, Tammy, Tannis, Daniel, 
Crystal, Erica, Lynnette, Megan and Ashley.

He was predeceased by his parents, Andrew and Connie, and his 
wife Carol Mikula.

Jim was a great outdoorsman. He loved his snowmobiling, 
quadding and was so proud of his campsite in Mulvihill. He was a 
superb craftsman, and his work will be one of his lasting legacies. 

Jim was a staunch community supporter and always ready to lend a hand. His grandchildren 
were a light in his life.

Jim will be sadly missed by his family and so many friends.
A memorial service will be held at a later date.
‘til we meet again. 

Baillie John Davies
Peacefully, on Tuesday, February 2, 2021 at his residence, with family by his side, Baillie Davies, 

aged 70 years of Gimli, Manitoba, beloved husband of Kathy passed away.
In keeping with his wishes, cremation has taken place and no formal service will be held.
If so desired, donations in Baillie’s memory can be made to the Gimli Humane Society or 

Manitoba Mutts.
Condolences may be left on his tribute wall at www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

Remember Your Loved Ones 
with an Announcement in the 

Call 467-5836 or or classifi eds@expressweeklynews.caclassifi eds@expressweeklynews.caYour memory will live forever Engraved within our hearts



Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until December 4, 2020. 
Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice. 
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing. 
Pricing valid at participating dealers only.

① Weight with powerhead only. ② Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the 
following chain saws between now and December 4, 2020 and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit 
includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain – an $85 value! Hat may 
not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until December 4, 2020, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171, 
MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 194 C-E, MS 211, MS 250, MS 250 C-BE, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, 
MS 291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.

WWW.STIHL.CA    STIHLCANADA

FALL SAVINGS 
ƒ

$25995

MSRP $289.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $30

$49995

MSRP $609.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $110

MS 170 
GAS CHAIN SAW
30.1 CC • 1.3 KW • 3.9 KG/8.6 LB  ①

$44995

MSRP $459.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $10MS 250
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.6 KG/10.1 LB  ①

LIMITED TIME ONLY
Price Without Wood- Pro™ Kit

MS 291
GAS CHAIN SAW
55.5 CC • 2.8 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$35995

MSRP $379.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 180 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
31.8 CC • 1.5 KW • 4.2 KG/9.3 LB  ①

$49995

MSRP with 16" bar

NEW

MS 250 C-BE
GAS CHAIN SAW
45.4 CC • 2.3 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

RECEIVE A 
FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT
with the purchase of any eligible STIHL Chain Saw. ②

•  Woodsman® Carrying Case  •  OILOMATIC® Chain  •  STIHL Hat

$54995

MSRP $569.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $20MS 271
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 2.6 KW • 5.6 KG/12.3 LB  ①

$72995

MSRP $779.95 with 16" bar

SAVE $50MS 261 C-M
GAS CHAIN SAW
50.2 CC • 3.0 KW • 4.9 KG/10.8 LB  ①

Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned
Servicing the Interlake for 55 Years!

Dealers may sell for less. Illustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time 
of publication and are subject to change without notice. STIHL Limited is not responsible for a 
printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the Final authority to set product pricing. Pricing valid at 
participating dealers only. 

① Weight with powerhead only. ② Don’t miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply pur-
chase any one of the following chain saws and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit 
includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain 
– an $85 value! Hat may not be exactly as shown. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171, MS 180 C-BE, MS 
181 C-BE, MS 194 C-E, MS 211, MS 250, MS 250 C-BE, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271, MS 
291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.
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