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Local woman advocating for addiction awareness

By Evan Matthews

A Komarno woman said losing her
brother to a disease most people will
not often talk about isn’t an acceptable
reality, and she’s working to change it.

Jody Lee Wasserman lost her broth-
er, Josh Zeller, 21 months ago to his
battle with addiction. Even now, she
said it’s still a daily struggle for her
filled with sadness and anger.

“My brother died on a waitlist. They
told him they knew he was struggling
with addiction and could not quit on
his own,” said Wasserman.

“But I refuse to let his death go un-
noticed. I refuse to let his life not mat-
ter. I refuse to let others in his same
situation have to go through the same
(thing) and lose the struggle, too.”

Josh’s story

Zeller’s struggle with
addiction isn’t as synon-
ymous with hard times
and a lack of will power,
Wasserman said, as is
often believed.

While she acknowl-
edged mental health
issues were a factor,
Josh’s struggle with the
addiction began after
he had been diagnosed
with a physical medical
condition.

“He injured his back,
and he was given a pre-
scription for painkillers.
From there, it just snow-
balled because, in my opinion, he had
a horrible doctor who continuously
prescribed him the medication for
years,” said Wasserman, emphasizing
the starting point for Josh’s 10-year
battle.

Arborgé&snisj;si
- Christmas Cheer'Board

¢ Once again the Arborg & District
Christmas Cheer Board'is preparing
1 Christmas hampers: To request a
Christmas hamper, please contact
Sue at 204 -641-1217. The deadline
for.requests is Monday,
December 14th and the Christmas
hampers will be available;for.
pick up or delivery’on
Monday, December 21st.

Monetary donations can be mailed -
to Box 185 Arborg MB ROC 0AQ,
or may be deposited at the Arborg
nches'of Noventis Credit' Union
BC. Non-perishable food items

—

“LET'S STOP
TRYING TO PULL
PEOPLE OUT OF
THE RIVER AND
HEAD UPSTREAM
TO FIND OUT
THEY ARE
FALLING IN."

“There may have been some things
in his life that made it easy to contin-
ue taking that prescription. It makes
you numb and makes it easy to forget
about things.”

In the last year of his life, Zeller had
found a doctor he liked and who had
diagnosed him with a couple mental
health disorders, Wasserman said.
Whether the mental health disorders
were always there or a result of his
battle with addiction, or both, she’s
unsure.

“But the back injury was the turning
point. That’s when it became a prob-
lem,” she said.

Toward the end of Josh’s life, but also
at various other points, Wasserman
said her brother wanted to and was
working on getting clean, desperately.

In his final attempt
to seek out rehabilita-
tion, he ended up on
a waitlist, something
Wasserman said was
not uncommon in her
brother’s attempts to
seek help. He was told
he’d have to wait six
weeks before receiv-
ing any treatment.

Reading between the
lines, Wasserman said
it was clear the health-
care system knew
Zeller would continue
to use in the mean-
time.

He died of an over-
dose four days after being put on the
waitlist.

“It’s a frustrating system to navigate.
Even a week prior to his death he was
admitted to an emergency room for
an overdose and discharged with no
(plan or help),” said Wasserman.

“We all tried to get him the care
he needed. It wasn’t easy. Ever since
then, I try to talk about addiction as
much as I can so that people don’t feel
scared to ask for help.
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Jody Lee Wasserman of Komarno holds a portrait of her late brother,
Josh zeller. In each of the 21 months since his passing, Wasserman said
she advocates in her brother’'s memory.

“People judge addicts so often; they
think it’s a choice.The more people we
can have speaking and being honest
about their own journeys, the sooner
we can save lives,” she said.

National Addictions
Awareness Week

From Nov. 22 through 28, the Cana-
dian Centre on Substance Use and
Addiction ran National Addictions
Awareness Week.The 2020 theme was
“Change Begins with Me!”

In her own situation, Wasserman
said she identifies with the theme.

“Change begins with me because I
will not stop talking about Josh. I will
not stop talking about what a great
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brother he was. I will not stop talking
about how he was so much more than
his disease,” said Wasserman.

“I will not stop talking about how
the health-care system failed him. I
will not stop talking about how his life
mattered. I will not stop talking about
how he deserved better.

“I will not stop talking,” she said.

In talking about addiction comes
education, Wasserman said, and the
sooner young people are educated re-
garding mental health and addiction,
the sooner they have the ability to get
help if they need it themselves.

Stigma, fear and shame are main
reasons why people do not ask for
help, according to Wasserman. She
added that stigma in combination
with a prominent drug crisis and a
failing health-care system is a perfect
storm in regards to losing loved ones.

“Let’s stop trying to pull people out
of the river and head upstream to find
out they are falling in,” said Wasser-
man.

“Talk about mental health and sub-
stance use disorder. You never know
who is listening and who might need
that support and ask for help. ... We
can end the stigma surrounding it.”

People can find social media posts re-
lating to National Addictions Aware-
ness Week by searching the hashtags
#ChangeBeginsWithMe and #Nation-
alAddictionsAwarenessWeek.



By Patricia Barrett with files from Lana
Meier

With public safety in mind, the
Interlake-Eastern Regional Health
Authority declared a COVID-19 out-
break at the Lakeshore General Hos-
pital in Ashern.

The IERHA’s medical officer of
health declared the outbreak on Fri-
day, Nov. 27 in a COVID-19 update
that was shared with municipal lead-
ers and media and posted the follow-
ing morning on the health authority’s
website.

The IERHA's notification of the out-
break came three days before provin-
cial public health alerted the general
public on Monday afternoon. The out-
break is not listed on the provincial
government’s alert webpage, Possible
Public Exposures to COVID-19, for
the Interlake-Eastern region as of late
Monday afternoon.

IERHA spokesperson Lauralou Cic-
ierski said Monday afternoon the
health authority is unable to obtain
the numbers of infected people and
identify whether patients, staff or
both were infected because of data
delays, but the information should be
available this week.

Patients requiring admission to the
hospital, a 14-bed acute care facility,
are being sent to other facilities such
as the Eriksdale hospital, and patients
are being discharged “as their condi-
tions warrant,” she said.

But Lakeshore’s emergency depart-
ment is open.

“The emergency department re-
mains open and if people need admit-
tance, they are being transported to
other facilities,” said Cicierski.

When asked about the three-day de-
lay in provincial reporting, a health

department spokesperson said late
Monday afternoon that the “public
declaration of an outbreak in the me-
dia bulletin and online may take time
depending on notification timelines.
However, the site, patients and fam-
ily members would be notified by the
site as soon as possible, and measures
would quickly be put in place to pro-
tect the residents.”

As to the number of people infected
at Lakeshore, another health depart-
ment spokesperson said that informa-
tion will take a few days to obtain be-
cause of the time it takes to complete
and verify data entry.

According to the IERHA’s Nov. 27
update, screeners at the hospital’s en-
trance won’t be allowing entry to any-
one unless they require care.

In addition to the ER, the primary
care clinic is open, but it asks that pa-
tients call 204-768-3821 before arriv-
ing.

“Most appointments are being con-
ducted over the phone or virtually but
if the doctor deems it appropriate, you
will be seen in person,” states the up-
date.

As of Monday, the Ashern-Eriksdale
health district had 68 positive cases of
COVID, 27 recovered and six deaths.
Positive case counts have dropped
since Nov. 23 when 79 positive cases
were reported, along with 14 recov-
ered and four deaths.

The IERHA as whole has had 1,123
people infected by the virus and 15
deaths.The region has logged double-
digit new positive cases for nearly the
entire month of November.

As of Monday, 312 Manitobans have
died from the deadly virus and 16,825
have been infected. The number of
people in hospital is 342 with 43 pa-
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Interlake-Eastern RHA declares COVID outbreak at Lakeshore General Hospital
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The IERHA's medical officer of health declared a COVID-19 outbreak at
the Lakeshore General Hospital in Ashern on Friday, Nov. 27.

tients requiring treatment in inten-
sive care.

Although killing mostly older Mani-
tobans who lived in personal care
homes, the virus has also killed a boy
under the age of 10 and people in
their 30s and 40s.

The province is still designated code
red (critical) under the provincial
pandemic response system. The com-
munity spread of COVID is uncon-
tained and the health-care system is
labouring under significant stress.

Lakeshore General’s supply of per-
sonal protective equipment is “ad-
equate,” states the IERHA’s update,
but the health authority is monitoring
it. Also being monitored is staffing,
which “remains appropriate for the
level of patient care required” at this
time.

The health authority is taking care
to prevent the
spread of the
disease by offer-
ing telephone or
virtual consulta-
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tions, but dialysis and diagnostic ser-
vices are still available at the hospital.

Telehealth appointments in the hos-
pital, however, are being rescheduled
or moved to Eriksdale if possible.

Although the Ashern Personal Care
Home is not currently experiencing a
COVID outbreak (as of Monday), resi-
dents are being regularly monitored
for signs of respiratory illness and
visiting has been restricted, states the
update.

COVID testing in Eriksdale contin-
ues to be offered. Even if people are
experiencing mild symptoms, they’re
encouraged to get tested. No appoint-
ment is needed.

The testing site in Eriksdale is locat-
ed at the Wellness Centre, 35 Railway
Ave. The site is open Monday to Fri-
day from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (closed from
noon to 12:30 p.m.).

NOW READY
10 GO!

Hot and delicious
PIZZA and
BURGERS

From 3-7 pm

CALL TO ORDER

204-768-2749
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They hooked up at the Foley Post Office; Gimli resident prepares to celebrate 90 years of memories

By Patricia Barrett

A Gimli resident will be celebrating
her 90th birthday in a few weeks and
is sharing some cherished memories
of her days in the Foley and Winnipeg
Beach areas where she used to live.

As Olive Sielski prepares to mark
her birthday on Dec. 16 in the midst of
the COVID-19 pandemic, her daugh-
ter Carol Sielski spoke with the Ex-
press on her behalf.

Carol and her three siblings (Bev,
Shirley and Bruce) had a big celebra-
tion mapped out, with a lunch menu
and a venue already scoped out, but
had to postpone it because of COVID,
said Carol. But they’ll be celebrating
her mom’s long life either from afar
(for the siblings who live out of prov-
ince) or from over six feet across the
room with hand sanitizer and a mask.

“I'm going to go out on her birth-
day and spend the day with her,” said
Carol.“I know phone calls and birth-
day cards will be appreciated. It will
be nice to have that special memory
of turning 90.”

Carol said her mom is hardy, enjoy-
ing independent living at her apart-
ment in Gimli’s Vesturland neigh-
bourhood, where she’s lived for 20
years.

Olive was born in 1930 on a farm in
Foley, a community in the municipal-
ity of Gimli. Foley runs along Road
104N, about two and a half miles
west of Highway 8. What remains of
the community today are farms, a
commemorative plaque to the Foley
School District, a cemetery and a
Ukrainian Catholic church.

It may have seemed simpler back
then than it is today, but there was a
lot of physical effort and good old-
fashioned hard work required to get
on in life, said Carol.

Olive went to Foley School, which
existed from 1901 to 1967 before it
became part of the Evergreen School
Division. There were no school buses
in those days. It was Shanks’s Pony for
the kids. For Olive, that meant an al-
most three-mile walk to school every
morning and another three back.

After school there were chores. Even
though Olive was the youngest of
three girls, she still had to pitch in on
the farm. And after her sisters Mary

>40% Humidity drops Covids?

“If the relative humidity of indoor air is below 40%, the
particles emitted by infected people absorb less water, remain
lighter, fly further through the room and are more likely to be
inhaled by healthy people. Dry air also makes the mucous
membranes in our noses dry and more permeable to viruses.”
https://aaqr.org/
COVID-19 contagion lower in world’s humid areas.
So, | wrote Health Ministers/Officers: “Via licensing,
require all public places be > 50% RH. Suggest water
on low simmer to humidify until condensation on windows,
and isolate forced air heat to basements to reduce aerosols
circulation in homes.”
Discussion: www.GrantRigby.ca

and Rose moved to Winnipeg, Olive
took over their chores.

“She would have to go grab a goose
and kill it because that would be sup-
per,” said Carol.“That’s what you had
to do.You just learned how to kill and
prepare birds.”

When Olive finished school, she got
an idyllic-sounding summer job at
the Lakeside Café in Winnipeg Beach.
Because the resort community was a
considerable distance from Foley with
no transportation available, Olive was
billeted by the café with other young
women workers.

“Mom said she would walk to Win-
nipeg Beach, which was about nine
miles from Foley. She and the other
girls who worked at the Lakeside
Café actually slept upstairs above the
restaurant,” said Carol. “They had no
running water. They had to peel the
potatoes for French fries, take out the
slop-pails and get water. I think there
were five or six of them. They made $5
a week.”

Five dollars a week was a pittance,
and Olive’s regular day off was a mis-
nomer because she had to walk nine
miles back to the farm, do chores,
then walk another nine back to Win-
nipeg Beach that same day in order to
be ready for her shift bright and early
the next morning, said Carol.

“It tells me something about my
mom’s character and the work ethic
she was raised with. In those days you
worked. There was no lollygagging.
They didn’t have TV and probably
didn’t have a radio. I saw that work
ethic very early on in my life,” said
Carol.

Not only did Olive have a good work
ethic, but she was also — and still is —
“super organized.” And she doesn’t
practise the fine art of procrastination.

“I remember as a kid Id like to
wake up slowly, have breakfast then
go make my bed,” said Carol. “Well,
before I could turn around, my mom
would have my bed made. She’s still
like that. When I go there for lunch,
she’ll get the dishes done right away.
And everything has a place in her
apartment; she knows what’s in every
drawer. Her mind is so sharp.”

Details of that long-ago fateful day
when her parents “hooked up” at the
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PHOTO OF FOLEY SCHOOL BY H. D. CUMMING, ARCHIVES OF MANITOBA
Olive Sielski grew up on a farm in Foley in the RM of Gimli and attended

Foley School (pictured here).

Foley Post Office are a little fuzzy, but
Carol likes to think it was a“Hallmark
kind of moment.”

Maybe her dad had been leaning
against the counter, chatting ami-
ably to the clerk about soil conditions
when the bell above the door tinkled
and in walked her mom, the woman
destined to become the love of his life,
bringing with her the scent of freshly
mown hay and wildflowers. Maybe
their eyes locked over the letter she
was about to post.

After they got married, Carol’s par-
ents moved to Winnipeg and lived in
a rented room in the North End from
1948 to 1949. City life was seemingly
no more convenient than rural life as
they had to share a bathroom with
other tenants in the building. But at
least they had streetcars to get around
town.

“My dad was 12 years older than
Mom when they hooked up, and they
ended up moving to Winnipeg. They
lived above a storefront at the corner
of Selkirk and Arlington. The building
is still there today,” said Carol. “My
oldest sister was born in Winnipeg
and my mom had a couple of different
jobs. Then they came back to the In-
terlake, moving to Winnipeg Beach.”

They rounded out their family with
three more kids. Carol’s second sister
just happened to be born (in Gimli)
on the same day on which her eldest
sister was born. Carol and her brother
were born at the Gimli hospital.

Her parents’ social life in the beach
was robust, with a network of friends

and relatives they could get together
with and share experiences, hold
celebrations and support each other
through trying times.

“My mom and dad had a really
healthy social network of friends.
My mom would get together with
her gal pals in Winnipeg Beach and
they’'d have a chicken-killing party,”
said Carol. “They would go to my
aunt Rose’s, kill a number of chickens,
pluck them and prepare them. It was
very community-oriented and every-
one laughed and had a good time.
That kind of foundation is very im-
portant in life.”

If not for COVID for much of this
year, Olive would be spending time
with friends and family. Neverthe-
less, she has a“network of buddies on
the telephone” and is “always in the
know.”

She also has a lot of interests, such as
reading, completing word search puz-
zles and watching TV shows such as
Wheel of Fortune and the Price is Right,
said Carol. She’s likes to celebrate her
Ukrainian heritage.

“Mom loves listening to Ukrainian
music, especially at Christmas,” she
said.

Olive also keeps up with world and
local news so that she knows what'’s
going on, and keeps tabs on the news
from B.C. where two of her daughters
live.

“I’'m very blessed that my mom is liv-
ing in her own place and she’s healthy
physically, emotionally and mentally,”
said Carol.”She’s still sharp as a tack.
She’s very cool.”

Peguis RCMP respond to fatal collision

Staff

Peguis RCMP responded to a call
of a single-vehicle collision on West
Road in Peguis First Nation on Nov.
24 at approximately 2:20 p.m.

Initial investigation shows the male
driver was travelling southbound
when he attempted to move to the
side to make room for a vehicle com-

ing the opposite direction.

The driver lost control of the vehicle,
which went into the ditch and hit a
driveway approach. A 33-year-old
female passenger from Fisher River
Cree Nation was ejected from the ve-
hicle and was pronounced deceased
on scene.

A 33-year-old male passenger from

Peguis First Nation received minor in-
juries.

The 32-year-old driver from Gods
Lake Narrows is charged with im-
paired driving causing death. He re-
ceived minor injuries.

The investigation continues with the
assistance of a RCMP forensic colli-
sion reconstructionist.



Staff

Public health officials advise 11 ad-
ditional deaths due to COVID-19 have
been reported on Nov. 30 including:

¢ a male in his 30s from the Winni-
peg health region;

¢ a female in her 40s from the Win-
nipeg health region;

¢ a female in her 70s from the Win-
nipeg health region, linked to the out-
break at Health Science Centre unit
GA3;

¢ a female in her 80s from the Prairie
Mountain Health region, linked to the
outbreak at Fairview Personal Care
Home;

¢ a male in his 80s from the Prairie
Mountain Health region, linked to the
outbreak at Fairview Personal Care
Home;

¢ amale in his 80s from the Southern
Health-Santé Sud region, linked to
the outbreak at Villa Youville Personal
Care Home;

¢ a male in his 80s from the Winni-
peg health region, linked to the out-
break at Charleswood Care Centre;

¢ a male in his 80s from the Winni-
peg health region, linked to the out-
break at Golden Links Lodge;

¢ a female in her 90s from the Win-
nipeg health region, linked to the out-
break at St. Norbert Personal Care
Home;

¢ a female in her 90s from the Win-
nipeg health region; and

¢ amale in his 90s from the Southern
Health-Santé Sud region, linked to
the outbreak at the Bridgepark Manor
assisted living facility.

The five-day COVID-19 test posi-
tivity rate, as of Monday, is 13.4 per
cent provincially and 13.7 per cent in
Winnipeg. As of 9:30 a.m. Monday,
343 new cases of the virus have been
identified. However, one case was re-
moved due to a data correction mak-
ing the total 342 and the total number
of lab-confirmed cases in Manitoba to
16,825.

Monday’s COVID-19 data shows:

* 23 cases in the Interlake-Eastern
health region;

® 46 cases in the Northern health re-
gion;

* 14 cases in the Prairie Mountain
Health region;

* 53 cases in the Southern Health-
Santé Sud health region; and

* 207 cases in the Winnipeg health
region.

The data also shows:

® 9,260 active cases and 7,253 indi-
viduals who have recovered from CO-
VID-19;

e there are 342 people in hospital
with 43 people in intensive care due
to COVID-19; and

¢ the number of deaths due to CO-
VID-19 is 312.

Laboratory testing numbers show
2,611 tests were completed yesterday,
bringing the total number of lab tests
completed since early February to
355,081. Case investigations continue
and if a public health risk is identified,
the public will be notified.

The Interlake-Eastern total case
breakdown by district as of Monday,
is as follows: A total of 1,123 cases, up
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COVID-19 outbreak declared at Lakeshore General Hospital

by 154 from last Monday: 536 active
cases, 572 recovered, 28 currently in
the hospital with five of those in ICU
and 15 deaths.

Arborg/Riverton 15 active cases, 29
recovered; Beausejour 17 active cases,
21 recovered; Eriksdale/Ashern 68 ac-
tive cases, 27 recovered and 6 deaths;
Fisher/Peguis 96 active cases and 174
recovered, 2 deaths; Gimli 13 active
cases, 4 recovered; Northern Remote
55 active cases, 46 recovered and 1
death; Pinawa/Lac du Bonnet 17 ac-
tive cases, 14 recovered; Powerview/
Pine Falls 15 active case and 13 re-
covered; Selkirk 32 active cases and
17 recovered and 1 death; Springfield
47 active cases and 53 recovered and
1 death; St. Clements 20 active cases
and 21 recovered; St. Laurent 3 active
cases and 7 recovered; Stonewall/Teu-
lon 45 active cases, 67 recovered and
3 deaths; Unknown District 38 active
cases and 34 recovered; Whiteshell 8
active cases, 2 recovered and Winni-
peg Beach/St. Andrews 47 active cases
and 46 recovered and 1 death.

Public health officials advise CO-
VID-19 outbreaks have been declared
at the Lakeshore General Hospital in
Ashern and West Park Manor Person-
al Care Home in Winnipeg. The sites
have been moved to Critical (red) on
the #RestartMB Pandemic Response
System.

The outbreaks declared at Women’s
Correctional Centre in Headingley
and the Keeyask Generating Station
near Thompson have been declared
over.

Gimli RCMP with assistance from police service dog Earl,

Submitted by RCMP

Gimli RCMP responded to a two-vehicle collision on
Highway 7, just north of Provincial Road 231, in the RM of
Armstrong on Nov. 22 at approximately 9:25 p.m.
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A vehicle going north, crossed the centre line and side-
swiped a southbound vehicle on Highway 7. Both vehicles
went into the ditch. The driver of the northbound vehicle,
who appeared to be injured, then left the scene on foot.

N\ RCMP officers along with police services dog Earl re-

injured.
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RCMP officers along with police services dog Earl
located a male, who was semi-conscious and badly
injured after he fled on foot following a car accident
on Hwy. 7, north of Provincial Road 231 on Nov. 22.

sponded. Earl and his handler tracked through open fields
and wooded areas for approximately one kilometre until
they located the male, who was semi-conscious and badly

The RM of Armstrong Fire Department assisted by trans-

porting the male via an all terrain vehicle to awaiting
emergency medical personnel.

You have options.

KEN LOEHMER

FUNERAL SERVICES

55 Main St, Teulon Call 204-886-0404 or visit www.kIfuneralservices.ca

Possible exposure locations are list-
ed online by region at the province’s
#RestartMB Pandemic Response Sys-
tem webpage. For up-to-date infor-
mation on possible public exposures
to COVID-19 in regions, visit www.
gov.mb.ca/covid19/updates/flights.
html#event and click on your region.

The chief provincial public health
officer urges Manitobans to only
leave their homes for essential pur-
poses. When leaving the house to ob-
tain essentials, be sure to physically
distance, wear a mask in indoor pub-
lic places and avoid crowded spaces.
Do not leave the home if you are sick,
or when any member of your family
is sick. Further, do not socialize with
anyone from outside your household.

Public health officials are also ad-
vising that if anyone has symptoms
of COVID-19 or has a household
member with symptoms, the entire
household needs to self-isolate pend-
ing COVID-19 test results. For infor-
mation on self-isolation, visit https://
manitoba.ca/covid19/fundamentals/
self-isolation.html.

The online assessment tool can be
found at https://sharedhealthmb.
ca/covid19/screening-tool/ and CO-
VID-19 symptoms can be found at
https://manitoba.ca/covid19/funda-
mentals/symptoms.html.

For up-to-date information on CO-
VID-19 in Manitoba, visit www.mani-
toba.ca/COVID19.

find injured driver

The injured male, a 22-year-old male
from Winnipeg, was taken to hospital
with serious injuries.

The other driver, a 25-year-old male
from Winnipeg, was not injured.

Gimli RCMP continue to investi-
gate.
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COVID creates challenges for Cupid, too

By Evan Matthews

Though still some time away, we're
almost a year into the global pandem-
ic; a full nine months.

Media conversations have centred
around numbers, spread, outbreaks,
masks, other preventative measures
and economic impacts. The conversa-
tion has largely been about the eco-
nomic impacts, as well as the epide-
miological and scientific perspectives.

Just now, as we’ve recently arrived
in our country’s second full lockdown,
are we starting to discuss things like
the long-term mental health and well-
ness impacts of this pandemic.

This could be in large part due to the
lack of understanding early on. In the
first half year of an unprecedented
situation, how was anyone to know
what these social impacts could be?

More reports are beginning to sur-
face of our senior citizens struggling
in places like personal care homes.
With limited or prohibited visitation,
some of these people are completely
alone, minus the care homes’ staff.

This column won’t go down the rab-
bit hole of how and why so many of
our health-care facilities are severely
understaffed and under resourced.
The provincial government’s han-
dling of its portfolios has been well
documented.

But one conversation — and one
demographic — seemingly falling
through the cracks in this discussion
is young people who are getting set to
start a life of their own.

There are obvious challenges facing

recent high school graduates, chal-
lenges never experienced by another
generation.

Just a year ago, many would have
registered for post-secondary and
started the most challenging and re-
warding journey of their lives; for oth-
ers, a plethora of jobs were at their
fingertips.

But many post-secondary classes
are now online and lack the in-person
connection and hands-on learning
techniques so many have become ac-
customed to. In our current economic
climate, gone are the readily available
labouring or “blue collar” jobs, for
now.

But forgetting about the “next step”
in one’s professional life, there are
also many young people getting seri-
ous about searching for that special
someone; the person they want to
start and share a life with.

But put yourself in the shoes of a
20-year-old single person looking for
a mate.

You meet someone you find attrac-
tive and have chemistry with, and you
want to take them out and get to know
them.

Should you go for a walk? Maybe
out for a drink? Perhaps to a movie?
Nope, nope and nope, unless you
meet outdoors for the walk. You'd be
in violation of the public health or-
ders, of course, if you met indoors or
picked her up.

Well, maybe you can get creative and
load up the car with food for a picnic
and equipment to go cross-country

skiing, self-distancing. But don’t get
pulled over because you don’t live in
the same household. You would have
to meet them at a predetermined des-
tination.

Is anyone aware of a young person
who can afford the $1,296 penalty?

Factor in online dating and often
now two single people will meet and
hit it off online but have their relation-
ship fizzle due to the inability to meet.

It’s hard to meet someone right now..

As the messaging has remained
consistent for the better part of nine
months, we all have to do our part. We
all have a role to play. But the chal-
lenges we’re facing as a society are
not simply economic and epidemio-
logical.

As our society continues to change
with this pandemic, our society
should also be cognizant of the social
and mental health challenges people
from all age ranges and demograph-
ics are soon to be experiencing, if not
already.

This pandemic is creating challeng-
es for everyone; to only acknowledge
certain economic and epidemiologi-
cal issues is to dismiss the challenges
others face on a day-to-day basis.

Last week, this column discussed
empathy and compassion, so a fit-
ting conclusion to this week’s column
would be a gentle reminder, once
again, that every person in every de-
mographic is in need of kindness and
compassion right now.
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By Lorne Stelmach

Caregivers in care homes and other
critical settings are getting bonus pay
from the province over the holiday
season.

The payments coming through the
new $35-million caregiver wage sup-
port program will benefit thousands
of front-line workers who provide di-
rect care and help protect vulnerable
Manitobans in personal care homes,
shelters, child welfare and other sec-
tors.

Health, Seniors and Active Living
Minister and Morden-Winkler MLA
Cameron Friesen said the payments
are recognition of the vital roles of
these workers and the additional

COVID lockdown was
useless and destructive

Dear Editor,

To date the Canadian government
has spent about $300 billion to pay
for the lockdown. The provincial
governments have added their own
$100 billion to the fray. With tight
lockdowns all over Canada, these
astronomical numbers will contin-
ue to rise.

As we have repeatedly been told,
lockdowns were implemented sole-
ly on the premise that our hospitals
would be swamped otherwise. Let
us examine this claim.

The cost to build a 120-bed gen-
eral hospital, complete with an ER
is about $210 million (https://www.
fixr.com/costs/build-hospital).

If instead of closing businesses
and paying people to sit at home, we
had used half of this $400 billion to
build hospitals, we could have built
952 new hospitals. That equates to
17 new hospitals in every city with
a population more than 100k. And it
would have provided Canada with
an extra 114,240 hospital beds.

If we had used the remaining $200
billion to pay for the cleaning staff,
secretaries, nurses and doctors
needed to work in these new hos-
pitals, we could have hired two mil-
lion people and paid them an aver-
age income of $100,000 per year. Two
million people working in 952 hos-
pitals means there would be 2,100
staff per hospital. Assuming a 40-
hour work week, that would be 4.2
hospital staff on duty 24/7 for every
new bed.

We could have started this mas-

stress and burdens they are facing as
a result of the pandemic.

“The pandemic creates challenges
for all Manitobans, and those are very
real challenges that everyone is grap-
pling with,” he said last week.“It’s an
impact that is very real for front-line
workers who are providing care.”

Friesen said this program is aimed
“to address those support work-
ers who are making more modest
amounts and would provide an addi-
tional support for them.

“We're depending on them to pro-
vide care for Manitobans. ... We're re-
lying heavily on our front-line work-
ers.”

Eligible employees will receive an
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Province to top-off caregivers’ wages with new subsidy

hourly $5 top-up to their wages based
on the number of hours worked be-
tween Nov. 1, 2020, and Jan. 10, 2021.
To qualify, workers must earn a regu-
lar wage of $25 per hour or less.

Two intake periods will close Dec.
14,2020, and Jan. 18, 2021, and the pro-
gram benefit will be paid directly to
workers by the province in the week
after each intake period closes.

It was estimated the program will be
available to more than 20,000 Mani-
tobans currently working full-time
or part-time. Recipients will include
health-care aides, housekeeping staff,
direct service workers and recreation
workers who provide direct care at
personal care homes or in disability

services, child welfare services, home-
less and family violence prevention
shelters or long-term care.

“It is designed in order to support
those workers in a way that does not
interfere with other targeted pro-
grams,” Friesen said, noting they need
to be actively working. If, for example,
someone needs to be off work to iso-
late, there are other support programs
in place for such an instance.“Those
individuals are being compensated if
they are home due to COVID-19.”

The province has partnered with the
federal government in cost-sharing
the program, with the Government of
Canada providing $17 million while
Manitoba is contributing $18 million.

Letters to the Editor:

letters@expressweeklynews.ca

sive project back in February and finished most of the hos-
pitals by now. Likewise, we could have used the summer to
train most of the new staff that would be needed to work
the hospitals.

Had we done this, unemployment would have been
zero, the economy would have been booming, and people
would feel great for having done something useful for the
cause. As a bonus, we would have 952 extra hospitals for
any future emergency.

All of this, of course, would have been massive overkill.
Most, if not all, of the two million staff would have stood
idle, waiting for the flood of patients. Notwithstanding
the fact that previous to 2020 our hospitals were already
nearly swamped, how many hospitals in Canada have ac-
tually been swamped by COVID patients? Furthermore, if
the governments had been as concerned about swamped
hospitals as they claim, why didn’t they take steps to trans-
form our hockey rinks and community centres into hospi-
tals? And why weren’t they offering and promoting crash
courses all summer for would-be medical assistants? After
all, it is no secret that the average Canadian was fully ex-
pecting a second COVID wave this fall. There is a strange
and condemning silence here. It forces one to ask: Is the
government really that worried about hospitals being
swamped?

So instead of building new hospitals and paying good
salaries to people, or instead of turning community cen-

We want to hear from you.

The Express Weekly News connects people through
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service?
A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or
expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?

A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836
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tres into overflow hospitals, we locked down our country,
incurred a $400-billion debt, and gained nothing. Actu-
ally, we lost much. The economy has tanked. Depression
and stress and poverty and suicide and drugs and abuse
have skyrocketed. Worst of all, we have accomplished ab-
solutely nothing in the fight against COVID, as the daily
numbers testify. Lockdown is a useless and destructive
option. It should never have been tried. It should now be
abandoned immediately.
- Thomas Verduyn
Roland

Natural hearing isfinally here!

.

N \
INTRODUCING THE
WORLDS FIRST

truly tailored
hearing experience!

The all new Beltone Imagine™ is a
hearing aid that's unique to each
user. This groundbreaking hearing
aid technology uses your individual
ear anatomy to deliver sound to
the brain, so you can hear things
exactly how nature intended. Its
revolutionary design helps increase
confidence in the most challenging
sound environments. Discover them
for yourself!

RISK FREE TRIAL

90

Day

UPGRADE & SAVE

*30%

Ready to upgrade your
current hearing aids from
any provider?

Call for your FREE, no-obligation hearing screening today!

1-(855)-844-9145

%i;.-‘ Beltone WWWW, Beltone.ca

*See clinic for details. Offers expire 12.31.20




8 The Express Weekly News Thursday, December 3, 2020

Think twice before driving |mpa|red MPI, MADD

Staff

Manitoba Public Insurance is urging
Manitobans to think twice before get-
ting behind the wheel impaired this
holiday season.

Impaired driving was a leading con-
tributing factor in at least 18 road
deaths in Manitoba from Jan. 1 to Oct.
31, the agency announced last week.

While that number is below the
five-year average of 25 and pandemic
restrictions continue to keep Manito-
bans off the roads more than ever be-
fore, MPI remains committed to rais-
ing awareness about the devastating
consequences of impaired driving.

To that end, they’ve launched their
annual Friends for Life Speaker Se-
ries. The series features real-life sto-
ries delivered by individuals who
have been personally impacted by a
decision made behind the wheel of a
car.

“MPI has long been committed to
providing education and program-
ming about the risks and dangers
associated with dangerous driving
decisions,” said spokesperson Satvir
Jatan. “The importance of reaching
thousands of youth to create aware-
ness about the consequences of im-
paired and other risky driving deci-
sions hasn’t changed in the face of the
pandemic. That’s why for 2020 we’ve
moved to a virtual format so that we
don’t miss out on the opportunity to
reach Manitoba students.”

MPI is also continuing its annual
support of the MADD Canada School
Program for middle and high school
students, much of which is also being
offered online this year.

“Our mission is to stop impaired
driving and to support victims of
this violent crime” said Dawn Regan,
MADD Canada’s chief operating of-

Our Arborg and Gimli clinics are open for virtual and in-clinic treatment.
We are considered an essential service and are following all
public health orders to provide a safe environment for our staff and patients.

GIMLI AND ARBORG CLINICS ARE PROVIDING
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ficer.

MPI has also donated
a salvage vehicle to the
Winnipeg Chapter of
MADD Canada. The ve-
hicle, which has highly
visible  anti-drinking
and driving messaging,
will be on display in
high traffic areas.

2020 fatality counts
are high

As of the end of Oc-
tober, 73 people have
been killed on Manitoba
public roadways, MPI \_

reports.

If this trend contin-
ues, 2020 will be sec-
ond worst year for road
deaths in Manitoba over
the last five years, beat-
ing out 2016’s 107 deaths.

In addition to the 18 impaired driv-
ing deaths, the province has also seen
16 deaths attributed to distracted
driving and at least 13 deaths owing

ness.

LIFE
CAN
BE
HARD.

FINDING HELP

CAN BE EASY.

Dial 2-1-1 to find support
for all of life's challenges.

®
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MPI had teamed up with MADD to get this
vehicle out into high-traffic areas for aware-

to drivers and passengers not wear-
ing their seatbelts.

Speed, weather conditions and other
factors contributed to the remaining
deaths on Manitoba public roadways.

Free | Confidential | 24/7 | 150+ languages | mb.211.ca
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SAVE MANITOBA RESTAURANTS

Manitoba’s restaurants have been hit hard and Manitobans need to do what we can to support them. Take Travel
Manitoba’s pledge and commit to ordering take-out, delivery or curbside pick-up at least once during the week.

Take the pledge to support local restaurants and enter to win a $150 gift card
a n I to a to your favourite Manitoba restaurant!

CANADA’S HEART BEATS #savembrestaurants

SCANTO ENTER OR GO TO MANITO.BA/RESTAURANTS

Travel Manitoba’s Take the Pledge contest closes December 18, 2020. No purchase necessary to enter, must complete entry online including
name and email address at: manito.ba/restaurants. A total of 60 gift cards will be distributed to winners chosen at random. Winners must choose
their prize from a restaurant that is currently closed to in-person dining and is offering curbside pickup, takeout and/or delivery. Restaurants must
be locally owned and operated.
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AMM hosts first ever virtual convention

By Evan Matthews

The Association of Manitoba Mu-
nicipalities hosted the first virtual
convention in the organizations’ his-
tory, as it welcomed in Kam Blight as
its new president.

Reeve of the RM of Portage for the
last 10 years, Blight said he’s passion-
ate about municipal politics, so hav-
ing the opportunity to represent and
advocate for all of Manitoba’s 137 mu-
nicipalities is something he’s greatly
looking forward to.

“] feel at the municipal level, we can
accomplish so much. We are truly
grounded and in tune with our resi-
dents. We have the opportunity to
make the biggest difference in (peo-
ple’s lives),” said Blight, who took over
as president on Monday Nov. 23.

“] want to help be a voice for all
our municipalities, and I get to work
alongside two great vice-presidents,
an amazing board of directors and ex-
cellent staff.

“I'm excited to take on the chal-
lenge,” he said.

RM of Brokenhead Reeve Brad Saluk
and RM of Ritchot Reeve Chris Ewen
were elected as vice-presidents. The
new AMM executive team will serve
for a two-year term.

Blight takes over for former presi-
dent Ralph Groening, who has served
on the AMM board of directors for 14
years, including the last two as AMM
president.

With at least another two years of
working together before the next elec-
tion, Blight added thanks to the past
president and said having Groening’s
expertise available is greatly appreci-
ated.

The first order of business for Blight
is the review of the Province of Mani-
toba’s Bill 37, he said.

“We’re going to continue our dia-
logue with Minister Squires,” said
Blight.

Bill 37 is the result of the 2019 review
of planning, zoning and permitting in
Manitoba, according to the province,
with the goal of the proposed legisla-
tion being to streamline planning and
approval processes to ensure timely
and transparent decisions on private-
sector capital investment opportuni-
ties.

“It’s definitely something we’re go-
ing to be focusing in on right away, as
well as COVID-19 assistance for our
members,” he said, adding that down
the line, rural crime reduction is likely
to be a priority of his as well.
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Arborg Mayor Peter Dueck wel-
comed Blight in and added the vir-
tual convention went well, so well in
fact that perhaps virtual conventions
could save time and resource in the
future as well.

Dueck said while municipalities
were obligated to meet virtually this
year, in the future they may choose it.

“For the first virtual convention, it
went considerably better than one
might expect,” said Dueck.

He expressed thanks to Data On The
Spot (DOTS), who hosted the online
election for AMM president.

“] want to express gratitude to out-
going president Groening for his
work and congratulate incoming
president Blight. I also want to thank
Premier Pallister for making his min-
isters available for these meetings,”he
said.

Interlake involvement at convention

Interlake municipalities were in-
volved in sponsoring or co-sponsor-
ing five resolutions at the virtual con-
vention.

The City of Selkirk co-sponsored a
resolution reaffirming local authority
over land-use planning, as well as a
resolution increasing planning region

. /

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
RM of Portage Reeve Kam Blight
takes over as the AMM president
for the next two years.

accountability, both of which relate to
provincial Bill 37.

Selkirk also co-sponsored a resolu-
tion maintaining public services in lo-
cal communities.

The RM of Armstrong sponsored
a resolution relating to Crown land,
while the RM of Fisher sponsored a
resolution relating to municipal cot-
taging initiative(s).



By Patricia Barrett

The RM of Armstrong paid its re-
spects to a former long-serving reeve
and councillor who recently passed
away.

Council donated $200 to Cancer-
Care Manitoba in memory of Leslie
Marchak, who died from cancer on
Sept. 23.

Marchak grew up in Inwood and
Narcisse. Over the course of his life,
he worked a number of different jobs,
including in construction and for the
former Town of Gimli (now amalgam-
ated with the RM of Gimli). He also
farmed. He served on Armstrong
council for 16 years.

“Leslie Marchak has been a dedi-
cated and long-time serving council
member for the RM of Armstrong. He
served as councillor from 1992 to 1998
and from 2011 to 2014, and as reeve
from 2006 to 2010,” said Armstrong
Reeve Susan Smerchanski by email
last week.“It is always im-
portant to acknowledge
our elected officials for
their hard work and con-
tributions and to pay our
respects to their memory.”

Other Armstrong coun-
cil news from November:

- To help protect the integrity of
groundwater, council is working with
the East Interlake Watershed District
(EIWD) and a Malonton-area land-
owner to have four open wells sealed.

The EIWD offers an abandoned well
sealing program with rebates of up to
100 per cent of the cost (up to $1,000)
to landowners. Sealing wells elimi-
nates possible health hazards to both
humans and animals. Overland flood-
ing can compromise wells.

“The excessive amount of water has
a very detrimental effect for the land-
owner and the municipality,” said
Reeve Smerchanski. “With issues of
flooding on the property and impact
on the municipal drainage system, it’s
important to work together to resolve
the situation.”

- BellMTS will be erecting a tele-
communications tower and accessory
structure on private land at NE 1/4
27-17-1 near Inwood. Council noted
in meeting minutes from Nov. 10 that
the company’s consultation with the
RM has been satisfactorily completed
and does not require further public
consultation. Council approves the
proposal “provided it is constructed
substantially in accordance with the
plans submitted” to the RM.

- Council acknowledged the “hard
work” undertaken by the MPC Park
committee to address safety concerns
at Meleb Park. All the “immediate”
safety issues have been addressed.

“Council agrees some items will re-

“TAKE CARE. BE
KIND. BE SAFE."

quire more time and warm weather
to complete so an extension is given
till June 30, 2021, to address the items
of painting and structural repairs to
posts and signs,” states the minutes
from the meeting.

Play structures still have to be
brought up to current standards, and
council and the MPC Park commit-
tee will work with the RM’s insurance
provider to meet them.

- Council authorized CAO Corlie
Larsen to purchase a smart TV for
council chambers. The amount was
not to exceed $1,000.

Smart TVs can perform a range of
tasks, including connecting to the In-
ternet, streaming movies, controlling
lights and checking security cameras.
It will be used for business purposes
by council.

“A smart TV has been purchased to
enhance communications and shar-
ing of information with our residents
and ratepayers at our
regular council meet-
ing,”said Reeve Smer-
chanski, “as well as
council, public and
staff ~ presentations
and training, includ-
ing EMO [Emergency
Measures Organization].”

Smerchanski said technology is very
important in the workplace, as well as
at home, and the RM is moving for-
ward with adopting it. Council already
uses iPads for meeting management.

“With COVID-19 we have adapted
to teleconferencing and Zoom meet-
ings,” she said.“Televisions are being
used for business and educational
purposes, including sharing informa-
tion, agendas and minutes at meet-
ings, as well as for public and staff
presentations and training, webinars
and in emergency situations.”

- Council passed final reading of
Bylaw No. 6/2020 to establish a code
of conduct for council members. The
province required each municipality
to create and adopt a code of conduct
this year after previous province-wide
incidences of councillor misconduct,
bullying and in-fighting. Councils for
Teulon and St. Andrews, for instance,
experienced upsets.

- Council approved leaseholder Ivan
Johnson’s request to pay out the re-
mainder of his lease on RM-owned
land and purchase the property at SE
4-21-2W.

Johnson had entered into a five-year
lease (until 2022) with the RM, paying
three of the five years. Council agreed
to have the property transferred to
Johnson if he pays the full balance by
Dec. 31, 2020.

- Council agreed to send a letter to
Manitoba Infrastructure requesting a
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Armstrong pays respects to former reeve with donation to CancerCare

clean-out of the north ditch along PR
229, south of 1-18-1E from Road 5E to
culverts crossing the provincial road.
The work is necessary to prevent wa-
ter from pooling on agricultural land.
The province is responsible for main-
taining ditches along its provincial
roads.

- Council approved a ditch clean-out
at Johnston Dairies at SW 20-21-2E.
The work will be completed on behalf
of the RM by Phil Yoder and Sons for
the quoted amount of $6,000 plus GST.

- Council appointed Coun. Paul Hu-
meny to serve as deputy reeve for one
year.

“Every year council makes an ap-
pointment for the deputy reeve po-
sition,” said Reeve Smerchanski. “We
are very pleased that Paul Humeny
has accepted his nomination. He was
unanimously elected as deputy reeve
for the term.”

- Council released its 2020-2021
council appointments (Reeve Su-
san Smerchanski, councillors Ralph
Hazelton, Paul Humeny, Ted Sum-
ka, Adam Krochenski and Allen
Evanchyshin) to standing committees
as follows:

Roads Committee of the Whole (chair
Reeve Smerchanski, vice-chair Coun.
Krochenski); Drainage Committee of
the Whole (chair Reeve Smerchanski,
vice-chair Coun. Evanchyshin); Waste
Management Committee of the Whole
(chair Reeve Smerchanski, vice-chair
Coun. Humeny); Protective Services
Committee of the Whole (chair Reeve
Smerchanski); By-Law Committee of
the Whole (chair Reeve Smerchanski);
Heath and Safety Committee (Reeve
Smerchanski and Coun. Humeny);
Emergency Management Committee
of the Whole (chair Reeve Smerchan-
ski); Finance Committee of the Whole
(chair Reeve Smerchanski).

- Council released its 2020-2021
councillor appointments to commu-
nity committees/organizations as fol-
lows:

Community Futures East Interlake
(Reeve Smerchanski); Interlake Pio-
neer Trail (Coun. Hazelton); Interlake
Weed Control Board (Coun. Krochen-
ski and Coun. Sumka); Interlake Vet-
erinary Services Board (Coun. Kro-
chenski); Fisher-Armstrong Planning
District (Reeve Smerchanski, Coun.
Hazelton and Coun. Humeny); In-
terlake Tourism Association (Reeve
Smerchanski, Coun. Humeny, al-
ternate); Manitoba Association of
Regional Recyclers (MARR) (Reeve
Smerchanski and Coun. Evanchyshin,
alternate); East Interlake Water-
shed District, Icelandic River/Lower
Interlake  Sub-Committee (Coun.
Evanchyshin, citizen member Garry
Wasylowski);  Netley/Wavey/Parks
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Former Armstrong reeve and
councillor Leslie Marchak passed
away in September. Armstrong
Reeve Susan Smerchanski and
council made a donation to Can-
cerCare in his memory.

Creeks  Sub-Committee  (Reeve
Smerchanski, citizen member Victor
Dziedzic); West Interlake Watershed
Conservation District Swan Creek
Sub-District (Reeve Smerchanski, citi-
zen member Sam Hofer); Shoal Lakes
Sub-District (Coun. Hazelton, citizen
member Lee Wirgau); Teulon Health
Care  Sustainability =~ Committee
(Reeve Smerchanski); Former LGD
Ad Hoc Group (Coun. Krochenski).

- Reeve Smerchanski addressed the
impact COVID-19 continues to have
on residents” lives, urging people to
help each other, tap their support
systems to stay strong or reach out to
council should they become unduly
affected by virus’s challenges and un-
certainties.

“COVID-19 has impacted every
aspect of our daily lives. We are liv-
ing in unprecedented times with an
uncertain future and facing ever-
changing demands and challenges at
home, at work, in our communities, in
our province, our country and glob-
ally,” said Smerchanski, according to
meeting minutes. “You are not alone.
Please reach out for support and to
help others. We are all in this together
and council is just a phone call away.
Take care. Be Kind. Be Safe.”
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Fisher Branch residents ‘Turn the Lights On’

By Evan Matthews

A woman in Fisher Branch isn’t letting COVID
crush her Christmas spirit.

Karen Abas has pitched a concept she’s calling
“Turn the Lights On,”in which all residents will turn
on their Christmas lights and decorations at 6 p.m.
on Dec. 1 and take in the beauty collectively.

“I put the concept out there on Facebook, mostly
because I just like to stay busy and do things, but it
seemed to be received well. I believe in this commu-
nity so much,”said Abas.

“Everyone seems to be in a bit of a slump, and I
thought this would be a great way to kick off the
season and spread some of the Christmas spirit. We
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have to come together.”

If residents have neighbours who don’t have deco-
rations or maybe need some help getting things set
up, the concept is to cultivate community and ensure
everyone can participate, Abas said.

Of course, Abas said it wouldn’t be 2020 without
the gentle reminder of social distancing, mask wear-
ing and proper hygiene as proactive and preventa-
tive COVID-19 transmission measures.

“It’s going to be magical. ... All these families
who are cooped up in their house can load up their
household in the car and drive around the commu-
nity,” said Abas.

“People who aren’t in town but want to participate,

What’s / Christmas story?
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EVER! Here’s what happened ...
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Letters to Santa
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section on December 24th.
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prizes to
be won

Email: santa@expressweeklynews.ca
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RM of Fisher public works staff crafted and

placed a wreath outside the RM building.

if they want to send their addresses to me, I'm
going to make a little map. ... There will be so
many beautiful properties lit up.”

The RM of Fisher has expressed its full support
for the initiative.

In a statement to the Express, the RM of Fisher
said Tannis Yuzwa approached the RM with Abas’
idea in order to put some lights up on the RM
building, as well as crafting a wreath from a bale
ring. The Pyziak family provided the bale ring.

“The RM of Fisher is happy to participate in the
event,” said CAO Kelly Marykuca.“During these
difficult times, it will be nice to see some smiles
to help bring out the Christmas magic.”

Public works staff crafted the wreath for the RM
building.

Local Urban District Committee Member Ta-
nis Chudy is lending out Christmas wreaths and
lights to people in the town of Fisher Branch.

Anyone interested in participating is encour-
aged to call Abas at 204-372-8402.
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By Patricia Barrett

The Eastern Interlake Watershed District (EIWD) is pre-
paring for submissions to the Enhancement Protection
Program (EPP), which puts in place environmental safe-
guards throughout the district’s catchment area and pro-
vides compensation on an annual basis.

EIWD manager Armand Belanger said the district is hop-
ing to identify EPP projects it can carry out next year in
collaboration with both landowners and leaseholders.

“The district would like to start talking to them now to be
able to hit the ground running come spring of 2021,” said
Belanger by email last week.

The EIWD works with local governments and the prov-
ince to carry out land and water conservation projects
throughout the watershed district, which encompasses
the municipalities of Arborg, Armstrong, Bifrost-Riverton,
Dunnottar, Fisher, Gimli, Grahamdale, Rockwood, Rosser,
St. Andrews, Selkirk, Stonewall, Teulon, West St. Paul, Win-
nipeg Beach and Woodlands.

The EIWD’s major projects include wetland enhance-
ment, well sealing, water retention, soil and riparian (riv-
erside) enhancements, buffer strips, the restoration of
native grasses, shrubs and trees and the fencing of farm
animals to protect water sources.

Under the provincially funded EPP, which the watershed
district is overseeing, participants are eligible for “protec-
tion payments,” which are paid out from another program,
Growing Outcomes in Watersheds (GROW).

To participate in the EPP, a landowner can contact the
EIWD to discuss possible projects and get help complet-
ing an application or expression of interest. The program
is competitive, meaning applications will be graded, so to
speak, on the basis of greatest environmental benefit.

The application is evaluated by a watershed sub-district
and a GROW committee. If accepted, EIWD staff will cre-
ate a custom management plan for the landowner/lessee
and work with them to complete the project. Projects will
typically last for 10 years and are inspected and evaluated
regularly with reports submitted to an executive board.

“The expression of interest [application] is the simple
part,”said Belanger.”It could entail calling the EIWD office
or sending in a one-page form saying they have a project
idea. From there the EIWD will work with the landowner
to make a full proposal to the sub-district and GROW com-
mittee. The proposal will outline the details of the project.”

The EIWD may cover some EPP project costs, such as en-
gineering, licensing and contractor costs for wetland and
water storage projects.

The EIWD’s primary environmental priorities include
improving surface water quality and quantity, improving
drinking water quality, reducing nutrients (phosphorus,
nitrogen etc.), protecting fish, wildlife and riparian habi-
tats, enhancing biodiversity (variety of plant and animal
life), improving soil quality and increasing carbon seques-
tration. These benefits can be achieved by altering land
and water management practices or by limiting the use of
a site.

Landowners/leaseholders can benefit in many ways from
the EPP, including an overall improvement in the gener-
al condition of a property, improved herd health and in-
creased knowledge of farming and business planning.

Although the EIWD outlined seven major project types
in its EPP reference guide, landowners/lessees aren’t nec-
essarily limited to them.

“If a landowner has a project idea that they think will im-
prove soil, water or wildlife habitat, we want to hear about
it and find out what it would take to get completed,” said
Belanger.

Despite the presence of COVID-19 for much of 2020,
EIWD staff didn’t lay down their tools.
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EIWD launches compensatory Enhancement Protection Program
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The EIWD encompasses 16 Interlake municipal-
ities, from Grahamdale and Bifrost-Riverton in
the north to Rosser and West St. Paul in the
south.

“Even through this terrible pandemic, we were
able to complete several great projects,”said Be-
langer.

Among them were enhancing a large wetland
and water storage project near Poplarfield in
the RM of Fisher, seeding native grasses and
flowers in over 15 miles of drains in the RM of
Bifrost-Riverton, establishing eco-buffers and
planting trees in Riverton, Arborg and West St.
Paul, creating interpretive signage in Gimli to
help people reconnect with nature, restoring na-
tive prairie grass in Stonewall with a volunteer
youth group, surveying waterways, and sealing

Rather than use deadly pesticides to man-
age plant growth at Gimli High School's
wetland and tallgrass prairie, the EIWD
teamed with a local farmer and his goats.

over 28 abandoned wells (to protect ground and
surface water quality).

“But if I had to pick a favourite, it would be get-
ting goats in to help maintain our wetland and
tallgrass prairie project at Gimli High School,”
said Belanger, referring to a herd of goats a
Gimli-area farmer brought to the school in July
for a spot of environmentally friendly mob graz-
ing.

For more information about the Enhancement
Protection Program, call the East Interlake Wa-
tershed District at 204-642-7578.
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Construction of multi-sport complex at Gimli High School hinges on municipal funding

By Patricia Barrett

Although over $77,000 has been
raised so far for a proposed outdoor
multi-sport complex at Gimli High
School, the project will be axed unless
another large chunk of money is se-
cured by early next year.

The proposal will see the disused
tennis courts behind the school con-
verted into courts that can be used
for a number of recreational sports,
including pickle ball, basketball, ball
hockey and tennis.

The Evergreen School Division
(ESD), which has already pledged
$30,000 to the redevelopment proj-
ect and would be responsible for the
maintenance of the space should it be
built, asked the municipality of Gimli
to be a funding partner. The courts
would be open to the general public
and tourists, as well as students.

In a letter to council dated Nov. 16,
the division asked council to contrib-
ute $84,900.

“We recognize that this is an un-
usual request. However, given the
community interest for this project re-
sulting from a shortage of accessible
local playing spaces, we are hopeful
for your support,” wrote ESD board of
trustees chair Penny Helgason.

The proposed project has been in
the works for about three years after
a group of community members and
parents urged the division to convert

the rundown tennis courts into sev-
eral courts. Volunteers had even taken
it upon themselves to clean up the
courts and chop down trees to try to
improve the look of the site.

The division approved the project
and committed its funding in March
2018. The parent advisory committee
(PAC) at Gimli High School had then
been tasked with fundraising.

PAC has raised $47,101 to date but
has decided to step back primarily
because of the difficulties trying to
fundraise during a pandemic with no
certain end in sight, and partly be-
cause of the“tight timeline” it’s work-
ing under to raise a significant sum of
money.

“It is more challenging to do fun-
draising at this time and there are
many initiatives vying for the same
dollars,” Helgason told the Express by
phone last Friday.“To a certain extent,
there is a sense of fatigue in general
with COVID and particularly around
fundraising.”

In its letter, the division says time
is a crucial factor in whether the re-
construction goes ahead. In order to
keep the grant funding that’s already
been pledged, the project has to be
completed in the summer of 2021. The
RM would have to provide funding by
March 1 to see it proceed.

If the municipality can’t commit the
funding by that time, the division will
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The disused tennis courts behind Gimli High School (pictured in 2018).
Nearly $85,000 is required by next March to reconstruct the area into
several courts for ball hockey, pickle ball, tennis and basketball.

be “forced to return the grant funds
collected to date, and make the dif-
ficult decision to re-sod the space,”
states the letter.

In the meantime, Helgason said the
division will consider“unconditional”
public donations.

Gimli Mayor Lynn Greenberg said
by telephone last Friday that while
council has yet to make a decision on
the division’s request, the multi-sport
complex is a “worthwhile project” for
the community.

“We're going to meet with the di-
vision to discuss it and get more de-

tails,” he said.

Council will begin discussing the
budget in January, he added, but right
now money is “tight” because of CO-
VID’s impact on municipal revenues.

“The budgeting process is coming up
this January,” said Mayor Greenberg.
“We've lost a lot of revenue because
of COVID. It’s not going to be easy to
do a lot of stuff now. Our recreation
centre is shut down, for example.
There was a lot of revenue we used to
get from that and we’ve still got the
expenses. Expenses don’t stop.”

Cottagers association asks for input on future of Winnipeg Beach Community Centre

By Patricia Barrett

The Winnipeg Beach Cottage Own-
ers Association has asked town coun-
cil to work with them before making a
decision on the future the community
centre, which might be converted to a
multi-sport facility without ice.

Guy Mercier appeared at council’s
Nov. 25 meeting on behalf of the as-
sociation to ask council to consider
ideas for making the facility finan-
cially viable.

“In starting this process and talking
to some people, the main issue that’s
come up is that we think the business
model for the Winnipeg Beach Com-
munity Centre is just not successful
in the long term for a number of rea-
sons,” said Mercier, who in addition
to the association spoke on behalf of
some permanent residents and busi-
ness owners.

He suggested the overall manage-
ment of the community centre needs
to be changed, citing current staff that
“don’t believe in keeping the ice,” fa-
cility rentals that don’t make much
money for the town and lack of a staff
person dedicated exclusively to creat-
ing and running programs.

Currently one person oversees both
programming and the operation of
the facility, he said, but each job re-
quires a“very different skill set.”

“[The ice] is the largest and most
important [source of] revenue for the
community centre and there’s road-
blocks being put up all the time to
getting more people on the ice, which
is a huge concern to us,” said Mercier.

The town’s proposal to turn the com-
munity centre into a multi-sport facil-
ity is set out in a draft document titled
Future Use Proposal 2020, which is
posted on the municipality’s website.

The 16,150-square-foot ice surface
should be decommissioned, it argues,
because of revenue losses; last sea-
son saw a loss of almost $12,000. The
space could be turned into a walking
track with pickleball, badminton, ten-
nis, basketball and volleyball courts,
mini-soccer fields at the north and
south ends of the rink or a full-sized
soccer field. Other indoor sports that
could be offered include frisbee, flag
football, dodge ball and broom ball.

The community centre has been
closed since Nov. 12 after the provin-
cial government announced code red

restrictions under the COVID-19 pan-
demic response system.

Despite almost a year of COVID
and the facility’s closure, Mercier said
there has been an uptick in ice sport
interest.

“The rec hockey people said they’re
actually up to 100 people, up from 60,
and they’ve asked for additional ice
time to rent,” said Mercier. “And the
men’s hockey program ... is hoping to
start up again. When I was at the stick
and puck, there were actually over
20 people there, and at the free skate
there were 10-12 people.”

There has also been interest in get-
ting figure skating and speed skating,
he said. But the main interest is to
keep the community’s rink.

“We had our little group look at
what a vibrant community club would
be, and the big thing is a hockey rink,”
said Mercier. “A lot of communities
across Manitoba would love to have
what we have here. The rink is func-
tioning and it doesn’t need a lot of
huge upgrades and it can operate on
a daily basis.”

Although the town rents out the
facility for programs other than ice

sports, Mercier said that seems to
make little money.

“The programs run as of right now
seem to make money for others, but
not the community club,” he said. “If
you rent it for $20 an hour and you're
having 20-30 people in Zumba, that
person [class instructor] is making a
lot of money but the community club
isn’t”

Mercier said he’s hoping to form
a group called the Winnipeg Beach
Community Centre Board that will be
composed of elected members plus
a committee that can work with the
town to help run the centre. There are
a lot of talented people in town with
board and fundraising experience
that could volunteer and who have a
“sincere desire to be involved.”

Deputy Mayor Pat Green said the in-
terest in the community centre came
after the proposal to revamp it.

“Up until last summer, frankly, no
one’s been that interested. ... We
haven’t had any group come to us
and say we want to [do this]. We have
asked for volunteers,” said Green.“In

Continued on page 15



By Evan Matthews

Hundreds of wedding and event in-
dustry professionals are lobbying the
province, as they allege their industry
has been halted entirely, with no relief
available.

Chantelle Dione, a Stony Mountain-
based photographer specializing in
weddings, portraits, boudoir, head-
shots, personal branding, events, and
soul sessions, has joined forces with
hundreds of other industry profes-
sionals to lobby the provincial gov-
ernment.

“We have a couple social media
groups — one called Manitoba Wed-
ding Network (A Wedding Vendor
Networking Group) — and we all
check in with one another, work with
one another on events, etc.,” said Di-
one.

She added that most industry pro-
fessionals she’s in contact with have
not received a paycheque relating to
their field in over a year due to post-
ponements and cancellations.

In her own situation, Dione said she
had to find a part-time job to make
ends meet for her family.

“I know there are many Interlake
vendors affected by this situation,
barely making it above the poverty
line. The issue arose when discussing
the most recent provincial grant an-
nouncement,”she said, estimating she
has lost about $50,000 of income due
to COVID-19.

On Now. 16, the Province of Mani-

toba announced $5,000 available to all
Manitoba businesses and organiza-
tions required to close under the cur-
rent public health orders.The $5,000 is
available through what the province
is calling the Manitoba Bridge Grant.

Those eligible include small- and
medium-sized businesses and orga-
nizations required by the province to
fully close their premises to the public
because of Manitoba COVID-19 pub-
lic health orders in effect as of Nov. 12.

The list includes non-essential re-
tailers, restaurants, bars, beverage
rooms, brewpubs, microbreweries,
distilleries, recreation and sport facili-
ties, museums and galleries, theatres
and concert halls, not-for-profit orga-
nizations, faith-based organizations
and registered charities.

However, the list does not include
wedding photographers, videogra-
phers, florists, makeup artists, cater-
ers, DJs or event planners, according
to Dione.

Many of the industry’s wedding and
event related vendors do not have a
“brick-and-mortar” location, she said,
but despite that, businesses with com-
mercial leases have also been denied
from the Manitoba Bridge Grant.

“Let’s be realistic. We don’t always
need a physical location to run a
business nowadays, but the list also
doesn’t include hundreds of entre-
preneurs who work from — and are

taxed on — a portion of our homes,”

said Dione.

Fisher Branch RCMP traffic stop leads to drug seizure

Staff

Fisher Branch RCMP conducted a
traffic stop on Fisher River Cree Na-
tion on Nov. 20 at approximately 9:55
p.m.

A search of the vehicle led to the
seizure of approximately 125 grams
of cocaine, bear spray and drug para-
phernalia. The driver, a 32-year-old
male from Fisher River Cree Nation,

was arrested and will be facing charg-
es of possession for the purpose of
trafficking and possession of a weap-
on for a dangerous purpose.

He was also fined for failing to com-
ply with a provincial emergency or-
der, under the Public Health Act, for
not self-isolating as directed.

He is scheduled to appear in court
on March 2, 2021.
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A 32-year-old male from Fisher River was arrested and is facing charges
of possession for the purpose of trafficking and possession of a weapon

for a dangerous purpose on Nov. 20.
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“Over the course of this pandemic,
we have been fighting. The wedding
and event industry has been com-
pletely left out of negotiations re-
garding gathering sizes, government
assistance and business shutdowns,”
she said.“Unlike the food and bever-
age industries, the wedding and event
industry has never been consulted
regarding the rulings, nor safe work
protocols.”

She added that the Manitoba Bridge
Grant is just the most recent example
of the government overlooking the in-
dustry.

Dione said not only is there no gov-
ernment aid available to her, and not
only has she lost 2020 revenue due
to cancellations, but many of Dione’s
clients who had already paid decided
to simply rescheduled to 2021, which
equates to less revenue and fewer
dates available in 2021, she said.

“It just keeps coming,” said Dione.

When the federal government origi-
nally rolled out CERB, Dione said
most people in the wedding and event
industry went job hunting instead of
applying.

Reliable paycheques were gener-
ally deemed the safer option, despite
bringing in less income than what
CERB offered.

While the group of wedding indus-
try professionals reach out to their lo-
cal MLAs, Dione said she’ll be spear-
heading the effort in the Interlake.
MLAs Ralph Eichler (Lakeside) and

~

. _/

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Chantelle Dione is one of a few
hundred wedding and event
industry professionals lobbying
the provincial government for
financial relief, as the industry is
at a standstill.

Derek Johnson (Interlake-Gimli) will
soon be receiving letters, she said.

The hope, is the government will
acknowledge the issue and offer sup-
port, Dione said.

For anyone checking social media,
the group of industry professionals
have assigned hashtag — #MyBusi-
nessIsNotAHobby — to the issue.

> COTTAGERS, FROM PG. 14

the last four or five years, we’ve paint-
ed, we’ve done the windows ... we’ve
done everything we can. It’s been dif-
ficult.”

Mercier said more engagement
with the community would result in
a more successful community centre,

and his group wants “open dialogue”

with council over the next month or

so to see whether some of the issues
can be resolved.

“With code red in place, we have
the time to have that discussion,” said
Mercier.”We would truly like to be an
active partner, coming up with a vi-
able solution for the community cen-
tre.”

Staff

Hockey Manitoba, BC Hockey,
Hockey Alberta and the Saskatch-
ewan Hockey Association, in con-
junction with the Western Hockey
League and Hockey Canada, have
made the decision to cancel the 2020
WHL Cup.

“With the uncertainty surrounding
the COVID-19 pandemic, the deci-
sion was made with the health and
safety of all coaches, staff, and par-
ticipants as the top priority,” read a

N

WHL Cup cancelled for 2020

statement.

The WHL Cup features U16 pro-
vincial teams representing B.C., Al-
berta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

The round-robin tournament is
the first step in the Hockey Canada
Program of Excellence and assists
Hockey Canada in evaluating top
prospects in this age group for fu-
ture high-performance programs.

The WHL and western branches
remain optimistic the 2021 WHL
Cup may be held in the fall of 2021.
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Leach honours his late friend Sasakamoose

By Brian Bowman

With the passing of Fred Sasaka-
moose, one of the first Indigenous
hockey players in the NHL, Riverton’s
Reggie Leach took time to honour his
friend.

Sasakamoose passed away from
complications due to COVID-19 on
Nov. 24. He was 86.

“I am saddened by the loss of my
good friend Freddie Sasakamoose,”
said Leach on his Facebook page. “I
was 16 when I learned that he was
the first First Nation NHL player. In
recent years, I enjoyed spending time
with him as we exchanged hockey sto-
ries and he shared about his experi-
ence in residential school. He inspired
many with his life story.”

Leach said Sasaskamoose, who
played 11 NHL games with the Chi-
cago Blackhawks, was always in great
spirits.

“Despite the hardships, he always
had a smile and a kind word for ev-
eryone. To give back, he visited many
First Nation communities and hosted
a tournament to showcase the talents
of up and coming Indigenous hockey
players. His family meant the world
to him as he always spoke with love
about them. Dawn and I send our love
and prayers to them. I will miss him.”

The Black Hawks also sent out their
condolences.

“Today we lost a luminary in the
hockey world with the passing of Fred
Sasakamoose,” the Blackhawks said
in a statement. “Fred inspired many
across the sport and throughout
North America after becoming one of
the first Indigenous-born athletes to
play in the National Hockey League
when he played 11 games with the
Blackhawks during the 1953-54 sea-
son.”

Manitoba Scotties, Viterra to

Staff

The Selkirk Recreation Complex has
been very quiet in recent weeks.

But CurlManitoba intends to make it
extremely busy in early February.

It was announced Monday that the
provincial men’s and women’s curl-
ing championships will be played in
Selkirk from Feb. 2 to 7.

The field for the Viterra Men’s
Championship has been cut in half
to 16 teams while the Scotties is now

down to eight teams.

Regional qualifiers for the two
events will take place in mid-January.
The plans hinge on the state of the
COVID-19 pandemic in the province
and the approval of Manitoba Health.

The Viterra Championship will re-
main a double-knockout event while
the Scotties will be a round robin.

Curl Manitoba is also adopting the
new pandemic curling rules for pro-
vincials that were introduced at the

SEMHL, KJHL postpone start of seasons

Staff

Hockey fans in a pair of leagues will
have to wait longer to watch their fa-
vourite team this season.

With the Province of Manitoba cur-
rently in code red, Southeastern Man-
itoba Hockey League officials and
team management met virtually on
Nov. 23 and agreed to delay the start
of the 2020-21 season until at least
2021.

A follow up meeting in late Decem-
ber will determine a possible start
date, discussion on number of regu-
lar-season games to play, and playoff
format.

Meanwhile, the Keystone Junior
Hockey League officially announced

it has pushed back its season start
date even further.

“The KJHL has adjusted the pro-
jected start date of the season to Jan.
1, 2021,” the league wrote in a state-
ment. “Public health protocols will
determine the actual start date and
we will update the public by no later
than Dec. 15, 2020.

“Thank you all for your patience as
we cannot wait to start the season!”

Back on Oct. 27, the KJHL announced
that it would be pushing its proposed
start date for the 2020-21 season back
to December. The league later an-
nounced the decision to further delay
the season to January.

N

_/
EXPRESS PHOTO FROM FACEBOOK

Riverton’'s Reggie Leach, right, paid tribute to his late friend Fred Sa-
sakamoose, who passed away on Nov. 24 due to COVID-19.

be held in Selkirk in February

start of the season. Teams can only use
one sweeper and skips can’t sweep
opposing rocks in the house.

Six of the men’s berths and four
of the women’s berths have already
been secured.

Teams that have qualified for the
Viterra Championship include Jason
Gunnlaugson, Mike McEwen, Braden
Calvert, Ryan Wiebe, Jordan McDon-

ald and Tanner Horgan.

Manitoba Scotties teams that have
already qualified feature Jennifer
Jones, Tracy Fleury, Darcy Robertson,
and Mackenzie Zacharias.

Kerri Einarson, the reigning wom-
en’s national champion, has already
earned an automatic berth into next
year’s Canadian championship.

Staff

Curl Manitoba announced the
postponement of the 2021 Manitoba
Open — the world’s largest and lon-
gest running bonspiel — last week
due to the coronavirus pandemic.

“This decision was not done lightly
but was necessary in the interest of
safety and health of all volunteers,
athletes, spectators and clubs,” read
a statement.

CurlManitoba said it is working
with the Winnipeg Curling Clubs

N

2021 Manitoba Open
curling bonspiel postponed

Association to ensure that the Man-
itoba Open will continue to be a
mainstay program and event for the
curling community in Manitoba.

There is, however, still a small
glimmer of hope that the 2021 Man-
itoba Open could go on at a later
date as the event has not yet been
cancelled.

The 133rd edition of the event, for-
merly called the MCA Bonspiel, was
scheduled to run from Jan. 14-18 at
various curling clubs in Winnipeg.
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Building located in the Town of Fisher Branch at
18 Tache Street. For sale to be moved off site.
Please send bids to the Municipal office by
December 16, 2020 by 4:00 p.m.

Inquiries please call (204) 372-6393 or email
fishercao@mymts.net

Please quote Tender number T 2020-03. All
expenses incurred are the sole responsibility
of the tender recipient. Viewing can be made
anytime, please contact Municipal Office.

INVITATION TO TENDER

Riverton Coop

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

The Riverton COOP is seeking a MEAT CUTTER/
CLERK.  The potential candidate must be
enthusiastic and have a positive attitude.
Outstanding customer service skills and attention
to detail are important traits that one must
possess. Experience not necessary as training
will be provided to a suitable applicant.

HOURS: 3-4 Days per week and alternate

weekends, additional days/hours as per
department needs.
Duties:

e Maintaining a positive and friendly attitude
towards customers and fellow team members.

* Engaging with customers and offering product
information, providing selling suggestions and
always giving a genuine concern for their needs

* Focusing on providing fast & friendly customer
service

 Must be dependable for all scheduled shifts

» Maintain a neat, orderly and clean location

 Must be able to work with minimal supervision

e Prepare, wrap, slice and stock product as
required

e Department
sanitizing

« Other duties as assigned

Benefits: Competitive Wage

Employee Purchase Incentive

Experience desired but will train
a suitable applicant

Opening for position remains open till filled.

If you are interested or require additional
information, please contact Derek or Darlene at
204 378-2251.

Job Applications is available upon request from
the meat department. administration office
or Darlene or you may submit your resume
including 3 work related references to Derek at
meatrivertoncoop@mymts.net or to Darlene at
rivertoncoop@mymts.net

Thank you for your interest.

maintenance, cleaning, and

MEAT CUTTER/CLERK

EXPRESSION
OF INTEREST

The RM of West Interlake is looking for
interest in a Recreation Programmer
position within the RM of West
Interlake. This position will facilitate the
delivery of public recreation services
in the RM and develop, in partnership
with Lakeshore Recreation Commission
or other community groups, recreation
services in the RM of West Interlake.
These include but are not limited to
programs, facilities, and activities,
based on the needs of the region,
to provide opportunities that builds
healthy, vibrant and strong Individuals
and communities. If interested in
this position, please submit your
expected hours and salary, and your
qualifications to CAO Courtney Roehl
by email at cao@rmofwestinterlake.
com by December 18, 2020 or phone
204-768-2641 for more information.

MUNICIPAL REC PROGRAMMER

A DRIV

N DED

Winter road Haul 2021
MB & NW Ont.

*drivers will be subject to an
alcohol/drug testing program
to apply;

1 (800) 665-4302 ext 251
orderdesk@penneroil.ca

WEEKLY NEWS

204-467-5836

-CABINET:-

SHOWROOM/WAREH ousE

HOME OF THE
FEHR DEAL!

. SUPPLYING
DECOR CABINETS
FOR 25+ YRS

PROMPT SERVICE
& FREE DESIGN
USUALLY WITHIN
24 HRS

Ph: (204) 746-2223

FEHRSCABINETS.COM
office@fehrscabinets.com

LIQUOR LICENCE APPLICATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

operating as

has applied for

SERVICE LICENCE
to serve liquor

from:

application process.

application.

zoning bylaws and requirements.

ADVERTISEMENT

contact information.

objections before issuing a licence.

MONDAY TO SUNDAY
9:00 A.M. to 2:00 A.M.
1:00 P.M. to 2:00 A.M. REMEMBRANCE DAY

Citizen and community input is an important part of the

Email: objection@LGCAmb.ca
Mail: LGCA Objections
1055 Milt Stegall Drive
Winnipeg, MB R3G OZ6
Fax: 204-927-5385

THE UKRAINIAN PEOPLE’S HOME ASSOCIATION
OF TARAS SHEVCHENKO AT FRASERWOOD

FRASERWOOD HALL

at 10140 PR #231, FRASERWOOD, MANITOBA
CUSTOMER/MEMBER SERVICE LIQUOR
SERVICE LICENCE PATIO AREA UNDER
CUSTOMER/MEMBER SERVICE LIQUOR

Please contact the Liquor, Gaming and Cannabis Authority of
Manitoba at 204-927-5300, if you have questions about this

Please contact your municipality if you have questions about

If you want to make a formal objection to this application, please
send us your objection in writing by 4:30 p.m.

14 DAYS FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THIS

You can email, mail or fax your objection. Please include your

* We respond to all formal objections and will work to resolve

* A copy of the objection, including the name of the person who
submits the objection, will be provided to the licence applicant.

e Each person who submits an objection will be advised in
writing of the outcome to the licence application.

SCRAP METAL
Buying scrap metal,
cars, tractors, com-
bines, farm scrap,
any metal material,
any farm machinery.
Ph Lonnie at 204-886-
3407 Ive. message or
cell at 204-861-2031.

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. NO ITEM TOO
LARGE! Best prices
paid, cash in hand.
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

The Aurora

1648 SqFt
RTM
3 bedrooms, ensuite,
huge kitchen, quartz
countertops, walk-in
pantry, island. James
Hardie Siding Huron
Tripane Windows.

Pictures available
WWW.
giesbrechthomes.ca

MUST SELL
2008 Grandeaur
Modular Home

204-346-3231

HOUSE FOR SALE

1420 sq.ft. new build on
Autumnwood Dr. finished garage &
basement, 14x 20 pre-finished deck

Gimli 204-642-8309

SNOWMOBILES
WANTED

| Buy Vintage Snow-
mobiles - Wanted
1975 to 1982 Yamaha
Enticer, Exciter, GPX ,
SRX and 1974 to 1979
Mercury Trail Twister
and Sno Twister. Call
me with what you have
204-757-9160.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT
Tollak Place has 1 & 2
bedroom suites, locat-
ed at 40 Eveline Street.
Spacious suites, with
F/S, A/C, storage
areas and large bal-
conies; utilities are
included, parking is
extra. Tollak 2 is a 55
plus bldg., river view
apts. with central air,
F/S, DW & microwave;
large storage area
off the kitchen and a
balcony; utilities and
parking extra. Call the
onsite office 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABIL-

ITY.

FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Seasoned and one
year seasoned poplar.
Other wood for next
year. Call or text 204-
861-0487.

HELP WANTED

Class 1 driver required.
Minimum 3 years ex-
perience. Scheduled
runs to north western
Ontario and Manitoba.
Call Derek at 204-785-
3984.

Like working with
wood and working
close to home? 204
Pallet & Packaging
in Stony Mountain is
looking for full time
production  workers.
Please call 204-344-
5404 for details.

Now hiring! Palliser/
EQ3 has an exciting
career opportunity for
experienced sewers.
Offering competitive
wages, benefits and
employee discounts.
Show off your skills,
apply to hradmin@
palliser.ca today!

Everything you need to
promote your business

! ‘ @ Imrlake[mn
For all your printing
and publishing needs

Call Today! 467-5836

packing slips
product in store

merchandise

RONA

RONA GIMLI is looking for
a Team Member

RECEIVING CLERK

Responsibilities include:
e Checking receiving quantities against

e Unpacking and merchandising
e Recording missing and/or damaged

¢ Assisting customers

* Assembling product displays

* General cleaning

The right candidate for this position will be
friendly, well-organized, physically fit, and
able to move heavy merchandise manually
and/or using machinery provided.

Please submit your resume in person or email to
laura@ronagimli.ca

RONA GIMLI

100-7TH Avenue | Gimli, Manitoba ROC 1B0

{( mcna

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
340,000 Manitoba
Homes!

Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness

Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

We format it, to
make it look great!
Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 37 Manitoba
community
newspapers

Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcna.com



MISCELLANEOUS

I'm a cheap student
looking for a set of
dumbbells and other
exercise  equipment
for an at home fitness
routine. Am available
to pick up. Please call
or text 204-513-5611.

Doing curbside pick
up? On-line orders?
Advertise now and
make the most of the
lockdown revenues!
Don’t delay. Each
week our blanket clas-
sifieds could be help-
ing you get noticed in
over 340,000 homes!
It’s AFFORDABLE
and it’s a great way
to increase and con-
nect. For as little as
$189 + GST, get your
important messaging
out! Call us NOW at
204-467-5836 to book
or email classified@
mcna.com for details.
MCNA - Manitoba
Community Newspa-
pers Association 204-
947-1691. www.mcna.
com

MISCELLANEOUS

Trailers, truckbeds &
tires. Full repair and
safeties. Vehicle parts,
tires & wheels. Vehicle
& trailer parts & bat-
teries. Sales, Financ-
ing & Leasing. Kaldeck
Truck & Trailer Inc. Hwy
#1, MacGregor, MB.
1-888-685-3127. www.
kaldecktrailers.com

FISHING
Looking for Winnipeg
South Basin fishing
quota - filled or un-
filled. Call or text 204-
651-1106.

WANTED
Wanted - old anvil,

larger the better. Call
204-494-0517.

Wanted - older string
musical instruments
& amps, etc. Call 204-
494-0517.

HAY & FEED

Barley & oats green
feed. 1200 Ib. bales.
$65. Call 204-612-
2324.
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STRAW FOR SALE

Small square wheat
straw & flax straw
bales for sale. Call
204-482-5101.

NOTICES

Urgent press releases
or media advisories
service. Have some-
thing to announce?
A cancellation? A
change in operations?
Though we cannot
guarantee publica-
tion, MCNA will get the
information into the
right hands for ONLY
$35 + GST/HST. Call
MCNA 204-947-1691
for more information,
or email classified@
mcna.com for details.
www.mcna.com.

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain?
If so, you owe it to
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules.
Hundreds have found

CONT. ON NEXT COL.

relief. Benefits hu-
mans and pets. EVA is
composed of proteins,
amino acids, minerals,
lipids and water. Key
compounds that work
to stimulate red blood
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development.
Stonewood Elk Ranch
Ltd., 204-467-8884
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50,000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.,
WPG
1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

Interlake Co-op is presently recruiting for a

GROCERY SUPERVISOR - Full Time
at Our Food Store located in Arborg, MB

Reporting directly to the Grocery Manager, the successful candidate will be responsible
for assisting the grocery manager in all aspects of our grocery department including
but not limited to; financial results, marketing, inventory control, merchandising,
administrative duties, guest relations, along with talent development and performance
management of our grocery team.
Qualifications/Competencies:
¢ High standards in marketing and merchandising
 Desire to work in a team setting, and networking skills.
e Exemplary guest service
e Strong leadership, and interpersonal skills.

» Knowledgable in Microsoft Office (excel/word),
» Administration responsibilities including cashups, lotteries, till operations
¢ Excellent supervisory, planning and organizational skills.
 Strong work ethic with a positive and ambitious attitude.
* Possess sound leadership and decision making abilities.
* Ability to operate a forklift (training will be available)

STEEP ROCK BEACH PARK REQUIRES
THE SERVICES OF AN

OFFICE MANAGER
Responsible for maintaining the
bookings, correspondence, accounts,
payroll and other bookkeeping duties.

In addition, the office manager is responsible for the training
and supervision of the office staff; must work as part of the
management team; must report to the board at its regular
meetings. Experience & competence with computers and with
programs such as word, excel & accounting principles are
necessary. Training will be provided in all areas of this position

weeKLY hews

Christmas
Shopping Online

SAVE *10

Off your first online
order of $50 or more
DISCOUNT CODE: SHOPMB

www.ladyofthelake.ca
Free Gift Wrapping

Shipping in Canada or
Curbside Pick-up!

prior to assuming full responsibility. Salary dependent on (204) 725-4181
experience and qualifications. L%ﬂﬁ:(g;:emke
FOR MORE INF_ORMATION CALL EVELYN 204-768-0355 McSherry Auction
or email accounts@steeprockbeach.ca 12 Patterson Dr.
Deadline for applications is 12 noon, December 15th, 2020 Stonewall, MB
Please email applications to hoard@steeprockbeach.ca o .
Online Timed Auctions
@ iCollector.com
Estate & Moving
Closes Wed Dec 9 @ 7:30 PM
F ing - 2004 Polaris 800
CANADIAN E;Zteu%lzlging Snowrzoatzlife " 06
TIRE Polaris Fusion 600 - Low Miles *
Estate & Moving
Closes Wed Dec 16 @ 7:30 PM

SELKIRK

NOW HIRING!

The Canadian Tire Selkirk Automotive Department
is now seeking staff for the following position:

EXPERIENCED
Red Seal Mechanic

Consignments Welcome!
(204) 467-1858 or

(204) 886-7027
www.mcsherryauction.com
HIP/KNEE
Replacement?

Other medical
conditions causing

TROUBLE WALKING
) or DRESSING?
Strong candldatgs must have. The Disability Tax
* Solid communication lSkI||S Credit allows for
* Problem solving abilities $2,500 yearly tax
e Strong interactive skills credit and up to
g . $50,000 Lump sum
Compensation based on experience. refund.

Full time position includes benefit package.

Email resume and references to
mick.walsh@thetire.ca

Apply NOW; quickest
refund Nationwide!

Expert Help:
204-453-5372

Everything you need to
promote your business

* Previous leadership experience
e Must be available to work a variety of shifts including days, evenings and weekends.

We offer career advancement opportunities, competitive compensation,
benefits package, company contributed pension plan and learning/
development opportunities.

If you would like to work in a business who strives to make a positive difference in
our members’ lives, please complete an application form at our Administration Office/
Website or send a cover letter and resume to:

Attention: Jessica McCutcheon — Grocery Manager 204-376-5271
Email: grocery @interlakecoop.com
Or mail to: Interlake Co-op, Box 40, Arborg MB, ROC 0A0Q
www.interlakeco-op.crs

WE THANK ALL CANDIDATES FOR THEIR INTEREST, HOWEVER,
ONLY THOSE SELECTED TO CONTINUE IN THE SELECTION PROCESS WILL BE CONTACTED.

—— 10} 1 8 I OV ] gl =T | § ¢ | ——

FLYERS LETTERHEAD
BROCHURES ENVELOPES
BUSINESS CARDS INVOICES
STICKERS ESTIMATE SHEETS
WINDOW DECALS POSTERS
SOCIAL TICKETS MEMO PADS
DOOR HANGERS POST CARDS
: Interlak
Call Today! o 1 Gifibhics
204-46 7 -583 6 For all your printing

and publishing needs
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OBITUARY

Anthony “Tony” Chudyk

It is with profound sadness and aching hearts we announce the
passing of Tony on Tuesday, November 24, 2020. Peacefully after
a brief and courageous battle with cancer Tony passed away at the
Percy E. Moore Hospital.

He will be lovingly remembered by his wife Elsie; son Brad (Dana);
daughter-in-law Candy; granddaughters Natasha (Matt), Nikki
(Brandon), grandson Clint and two precious great-grandchildren
Bennett and Naomie Saunders; also his sisters-in-law Evelyn
Quesnel, Marcia Martinson and Myrna Korbutiak as well as several
nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his son Derek
(January 23, 2020); his brothers John and Ben; sister Josie; his
father and mother Teofil and Rozalia; his brothers-in-law Walter
Korbutiak, Ben Korbutiak, Clarence Quesnel, Darryl Martinson and
Adolf Yanicki.

Tony was born in Zbaraz, Manitoba. He left home at age 15 to seek his fame and fortune. He
held many jobs. He then returned to his home on the Zbaraz homestead, where he farmed for
a number of years. He then took a course in barbering and began his career in barbering but
he still kept on farming. He always said he had three great loves - his family, barbering and
farming in that order. He was well known for his sense of humour. As a barber he had a captive
audience where he rarely failed at coming back with a humorous reply as answer to almost any
comment or inquiry to his client’s question. He was a barber for 60 years, still cutting hair at
age 91. Tony and Elsie went on many trips together — Hawaii (3 times), Europe, Disneyland and
Disney World, most of the United States and nine provinces, except Newfoundland which he was
eagerly planning to visit next.

Through thick and thin

Through good times and bad

Through happy times and sad

We were a team

We held hands

Friends to the end.

Our family would like to thank Dr. Bruin and all of the staff at the palliative care unit at Percy E.
Moore Hospital.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to the CancerCare Manitoba Foundation.

In honouring Tony’s wishes cremation has taken place and a celebration of life will be at a later
date.

“Niech Spocqywaja W Pokoju”

Fisher Funeral Home Inc.
In care of arrangements.
204-372-6803 or 204-372-6271

OBITUARY

Devin Lee Oliver
November 21, 1976 — November 22, 2020
With profound sadness we announce the passing of Devin Lee
Oliver. He was born in Kelowna, B.C.
Resided in Arborg, Manitoba for the last 19 years. A member of
the Knights of Columbus Council 6233 for 25 years. Devin was a
loving and devoted husband, father, son, brother and a friend to all
whose lives he touched.
He was a rare combination of someone who had a love of life
and a firm understanding of what was important - the simplicity
of living a life with those he loved. Most importantly, Devin had a
deep love for his family and cherished the time they would spend
together playing games, singing Karaoke, enjoying family dinners,
golf, hockey, baseball and bowling. He was an avid gardener and
poetry writer. He always maintained respect, helped others and
volunteered at various fundraisers and community functions. Malanka (Ukrainian Celebration)
was a highlight of his life as he was very proud to watch his daughter dance and he also took
part in the dancing as well.

He had a very giving heart and a helping hand. He would always say “Do what’s right and do
what’s good. Be kind and help others as the world can always use one more kind person.”

Predeceased by son (Brooks 2007), grandparents Pauline (1998) and Stanley Gurski (2007),
Grandmother Mary Doherty (2018), Grandfather Robert “George” Oliver (1983), Uncle Don
Jamieson (2015) and Aunt Wilma Enyedy (1993).

He leaves behind his wife Lynette, daughter Briana, mother Linda and father Barry, brother
Ryan (wife Lisa) Godchildren Adam and Sara Oliver, Cameron Greggains and Briel Beblow. Also
surviving are his aunts and uncles Lynette and Larry Duncan, Thelma Jamieson, Sandra Gleason,
Sylvia and Methody Lozinzski, Elsie and Wayne Swan and Uncle Jim Enyedy. Plus many cousins
whom he loved and touched deeply, creating memories that will always be cherished.

Messages of condolences may be placed by visiting Devin’s memorial page at: www.
interlakecremation.ca

A private Celebration of Life service for Devin will be held at a later date.

Your wmemory will live forever Engmued within our hearts

OBITUARY

Kenneth Lawrence (Ken) Foster
February 3, 1941 - November 27, 2020
Ken (Poppa) passed away on November 27, 2020 at the Holy
Family Nursing Home in Winnipeg with his family at his side, after
a short battle with COVID-19. Dad (Poppa) was born on the family
farm in Clarkleigh, MB to Bill and Clara Foster. His family later
moved to Lundar, MB where he met and married the love of his
life, Sharon Taylor in 1963 and together they raised their family.
Dad started his trucking career while working for his family gravel
contracting business - Foster Trucking. During the winter months,
he filled his time by working for Sigfusson’s, hauling on the winter
roads. Dad went on to create K Foster Trucking, hauling all over
Manitoba.
In his younger years, Dad was an avid hockey player and loved to
curl. He was a member of the Lundar Chapter of the BPOE (Elks).
He was a strong supporter of their community work - operation
of the Lundar Community Hall and the Annual Goose Shoot. He
enjoyed spending time with his father restoring classic cars. He
always looked forward to shining up the cars for the annual Lundar
parade where received many awards. Dad took pride in being part
of one of Lundar’s boy bands - the 1940’s Playboys. Dad enjoyed
playing guitar and all the time spent jamming with his family and
friends. He looked forward to the Friday night fish fries in Daddy
Bill’s shop, spending time at the beach and Sunday pancakes at
Amma and Daddy Bill’s. Dad and Mom’s home was always an
“open door” home. Together, they took pride in having friends and
family gather at their home. Mom always filled the table with food
and Dad was first to pull up his chair!
Dad is survived by son, Brad; daughters, Shaunna (Richard),
Kimberley, Kendra (Steve), Sharona (Kevin) and son-in-law Aldo.
He is also survived by grandchildren, Tyler (Angela), Tracey (Ricky), Ricky, Nicco (Keshia),
Holly (Tyson), Ben, Gabrielle, Stefano, Taylor, Jordan (Samantha), Shayne, Tessa, Iris, Nevaeh,
Zane, Devontey, Alexis and Jayden; and great-grandchildren Mattea, Alex, Abel, Nova-Rae and
Brooklyn. He is also survived by brother Lorne (Lue); and sisters Lorraine (Bob) Morsette, and
Bev (Wayne) Page; along with many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his wife
Sharon, daughter Charmaine Foster Lisi, granddaughter Samara; his father Bill, his mother Clara,
sister Kristine and his brother Albert.

Cremation has taken place and due to COVID-19, a private burial service will be held at a later
date.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the K9 Advocates Manitoba, 107 Allenby Cres.,
Winnipeg, MB R2C 3J3 or a charity of one’s choice.

To the Holy Family Nursing Home, we thank you so much for the wonderful care you provided
to our dad. A special thank you to Cecile and Jayson from Holy Family, your dedication to our
dad will never be forgotten. A special thank you to Roni and Lex for being with Dad when the
rest of us couldn’t.

Arrangements by:
ARNASON FUNERAL HOME
Ashern - Lundar
1.204.768.2072
1.866.323.3593

OBITUARY

Paul llichuk

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing of Paul
llichuk on November 24th, 2020 at Concordia Hospital in Winnipeg.

Paul will be sadly missed by his beloved wife Anne llichuk of 67
years, family and friends.

Due to COVID restrictions cremation had taken place and private
family funeral service was held.

To view the full obituary please visit www.chapellawn.ca
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FALL SAVINGS

MS 170 SAVE 30

GAS CHAIN SAW & $25995

30.1CC-1.3KW-3.9KG/8.6 LB ® MSRP $289.95 with 16" bar

MS 180 C-BE SAVE $20

GAS CHAIN SAW B === $ 3 5995

31.8CC-1.5KW-4.2KG/9.3LB ®
MSRP $379.95 with 16" bar

MS 250 SAVE 10

GAS CHAIN SAW & $44995

45.4CC-2.3KW:4.6KG/10.1LB ®
MSRP $459.95 with 16" bar

NEW

MS 250 C-BE $49995
GAS CHAIN SAW B === MSRP with 16" bar
45.4CC-2.3KW-4.9KG/10.8L.B ®

MS 261C-M SAVE $50
GAS CHAIN SAW & & $72995

50.2CC-3.0KW:4.9KG/10.8 LB ®
MSRP $77995 with 16" bar

MS 271 SAVE 520

GAS CHAIN SAW B $ 54995

50.2CC-2.6KW:5.6KG/12.3LB @
MSRP $569.95 with 16" bar

LIMITED TIME ONLY SAVE *110

PRICE WITHOUT WOOD- PRO™ KIT

MS 291 o $49995
GAS CHA'N SAW MSRP $609.95 with 16" bar
55.5CC-2.8KW-5.6KG/12.3LB ®

RECEIVE A
FREE WOOD-PRO™ KIT

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY ELIGIBLE STIHL CHAIN SAW.®
« Woodsman® Carrying Case « OILOMATIC® Chain « STIHL Hat

Dealers may sell for less. Pricing on all chain saws, power tools and accessories will remain in effect until December 4, 2020.
lllustrations and descriptions are as accurate as known at the time of publication and are subject to change without notice.
STIHL Limited is not responsible for a printing error, the local STIHL Dealer has the final authority to set product pricing.
Pricing valid at participating dealers only.

@ Weight with powerhead only. @ Don't miss your chance to get the Wood-Pro™ Kit. Simply purchase any one of the
following chain saws between now and December 4,2020 and you will receive a STIHL Wood-Pro™ Kit FREE. This kit
includes: a Woodsman® Carrying Case, STIHL hat and a replacement loop of OILOMATIC® chain - an $85 value! Hat may
not be exactly as shown. Offer valid until December 4, 2020, while supplies last. Eligible Models: MS 170, MS 171,

MS 180 C-BE, MS 181 C-BE, MS 194 C-E, MS 211, MS 250, MS 250 C-BE, MS 251, MS 251 C-BE, MS 261 C-M, MS 271,

MS 291 C-BE, MS 362 C-M and MS 391.

EIE G EE | stiHicanaba WWW.STIHL.CA

SHACHTAY 204-376-5233

SALES & SERVICE LTD. Arborg, Manftoba

www.shachtay.com Servicing the Interlake for 54 Years!




	Express Weekly News 120320 pg01.pdf
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg02
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg03
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg04
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg05
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg06
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg07
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg08
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg09
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg10
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg11
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg12
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg13
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg14
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg15
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg16
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg17
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg18
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg19
	Express Weekly News 120320 pg20

