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SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

2023 Honda 
CRF50F
Designed to 
fit young riders

$239900

INCLUDES FREIGHT AND PDI

SAVE $300
Reg. Price $269900

Cub Cadet XT1 LT42B
10.5HP Briggs and Stratton 
single cylinder, hydrostatic, 

42” stamped deck

$3,29900

ALL IN STOCK NOW

PowerSmart 21-inch 
Gas-Powered 170CC

132cc power more OHV, 
recoil start, w/primmer, 

20” side discharge  

$24900

$179Now 
Only

STIHL FS 38 Trimmer 
Powerful, durable lightweight 
gas powered grass 
trimmer, ideal for 
lawn edging

The

Group

                 Matt McSherry, REALTOR®

204-886-7585 (cell)  
888-629-6700 (office)
Matt.ljbaron@gmail.com  
www.ljbaron.com (web)

Multi-Award 
Winning Realtor®

 Lundar - $309,900 
 120+ ac W/immaculate 

48x182’ Insul Barn. 
Fenced & Cross Fenced.

Lundar - $169,900 
AFFORDABLE & WELL KEPT 3 BR 2 Bath 
home w/full Bsmnt. Lrg Yard w/Garden a 

12x20’ Garage & Fenced Patio area.

RM of Fisher - $239,900 
OPPORTUNITY IS KNOCKING! 

1343 sf home on 4.91 Acres w/40x50 
Insl/Heated Shop!

Eriksdale - $1,299,000 FAMILY FARM 
FOR SALE! 1060+ AC w/2 homes/self 
sustaining 80-100 cow/calf. MUST BE 

SEEN-CALL FOR MORE INFO!!!

NEW PRICE

www.expressweeklynews.ca VOLUME 10 EDITION 27      THURSDAY, JULY 6, 2023

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

EXPRESS PHOTO BY SARA URUSKI PHOTOGRAPHY
The Riverton & District Friendship Centre had a fabulous turnout to celebrate National Indigenous Peoples Day on June 21 with cultural 

celebrations taking place on the grounds. Guests enjoyed a celebration rich in colour and heritage. Pictured, Tyson Prince performing 

the chicken dance.

Connecting in cultureConnecting in culture
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Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

Do you have a current will? 
Protect your family by having a current will, power of 
attorney and health care directive. Call us or stop in for more 
information and fi nd out how we can help you. 

Baker Law 
CORPORATION

GIMLI LOCATION
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

Our offi  ce is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
204-642-8681 or 1-866-487-5688

RIVERTON LOCATION
33 Main St. Riverton MB

Open Mon & Wed 9:30-4:30
204-378-5427

Providing full time legal 
service to families and 

small businesses in 
Gimli and the Interlake.

50+
COMMUNITY

NEW SHOW HOME 
COMING SOON!

Contact us for details

431-334-9842
genevieve ccestates@gmail com

Customizable homes

Large oversized lots

Recreation centre

Storage facility

Sense of community

Walking paths

Abundant green space

Social activities

Close to amenities

  Safe and friendly  
community

2 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
960 sq.ft.
$185,000

2 bedrooms
1 bathroom
960 sq.ft.
$188,500

3 bedrooms
2 bathrooms
1216 sq.ft.
$219,900

SHOW HOME SOLD

 LARGE LOTS & CUSTOMIZABLE HOMES

Staff 
After a three-year COVID-induced 

pause, the Gimli Rotary Club’s Lob-
sterfest returns to Gimli on July 15 at 
the Gimli Recreation Centre’s curl-
ing rink (now, mercifully, air condi-
tioned). Cocktails are at 6 p.m. and 
dinner will be at 7 p.m. 

“We did manage to keep Lobsterfest 

alive during those years,” said Dave 
LeBlanc, a Rotary member who has 
organized this popular fundraising 
event for many years.

“People ordered lobster from us for 
pick up and held backyard lobster 
parties,” said LeBlanc.

This year, we can fi nally tuck in our 
lobster bibs and get cracking together. 

And that makes LeBlanc very happy.
“This is one of the few community 

events where there is dining and 
dancing. It’s a summertime event that 
brings the community together — in-
cluding tourists. And it’s lobster!” 
adds Bob Munro, another longtime 
Rotarian and Lobsterfest organizer: 
“It’s one day of the year when Rotary 
gets to meet community and commu-
nity gets to meet Rotary. And you are 
getting something for your money. 
We are not just approaching you hat 
in hand.”

Money raised by the event goes to 
support a myriad of community proj-
ects. Over the past three years, the 
club has planted 120 trees near the 
athletic fi elds and other places they 
were needed.

It also provides fruit and healthy 
snacks to students in area schools as 
well as bursaries for high school grad-
uates totalling $2,500 annually.

The club’s Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards (RYLA) sends students to Ro-
tary Camp at Clear Lake to hone their 
leadership skills.

And the latest project? The club is 
part of committee raising funds for a 
youth hub near the Gimli Skate Park. 
It is intended to be a meeting place 
for activities and programs and a safe 

place to hang out.
Because of Rotary’s tireless support 

for Gimli, businesses are quick to 
support Lobsterfest in turn by buying 
tables and donating prizes for silent 
auctions. This year, the very fi rst auc-
tion item the club received was a $600 
tool set from Eddie’s Gravel.

High school kids from Interact/
Wave youth clubs are helping with 
setup and cleanup.

LeBlanc comes by his love of lob-
sters honestly. His grandpa was a lob-
ster fi sherman and lighthouse keeper 
in the Maritimes.

“I traded lobster sandwiches for 
meat sandwiches at school because, 
for me, lobster meat was free. We ate 
lobster almost every day of the week,” 
said LeBlanc.

His love of community comes natu-
rally as well.

“As an RCMP offi  cer, I belonged in 
a service club in every community I 
was posted to. It is fi ne just to be in 
the community, but my grandparents 
taught us to go to things in the com-
munity with the intention of help-
ing,” said LeBlanc.

The 1.5-pound lobsters are cooked 

Tickets on sale for Gimli’s Lobsterfest on July 15

SPONSORED BY
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Happy birthday, Canada

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY JACKIE SAURETTE
Residents and visitors of Gimli enjoyed a spectacular fi reworks display on the 

waterfront for Canada Day. 

fresh in the Maritimes and shipped to 
Gimli to be steamed to perfection by 
volunteers.

If you are worried that you don’t 
know the proper way to eat a lobster, 
LeBlanc promises to give you some 

pointers, “but don’t worry. We are all 
going to make a mess anyway.” 

And if you are still reluctant to try, 
steaks are also available. 

Tickets for steak or lobster are $70 
per person. For tickets call Dave LeB-
lanc at 204-641-4049 or Ken Krebs at 
204-791-4450.

>   LOBSTERFEST, 

FROM PG. 42
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To make an appointment, please contact:
David C. King | Partner
204.988.0420 | dcking@tmlawyers.com
Diana King | Associate
204.988.0442 | dking@tmlawyers.com
tmlawyers.com

We’re dreaming 
of the lake

serving Gimli, Riverton and 

years. We are dedicated to 

Fresh Saskatoons
Available Soon!

Available in 
10 lb boxes

For pick-up dates and hours:
Find us at Facebook.com/manitobasaskatoons

& Instagram (Interlake_Saskatoons)
We are open in Grosse Isle for Upick this year! WWeWeWeWeWeWWeWeeWWe WWe W arearearearereeeeeeeeeareree opopopppppoooppoooopoopppppppppppppen en iiii

For info call or text 
204-467-8672

Fair and Rodeo fun

 EXPRESS PHOTOS BY ROBERT E. WILSON
Eriksdale Creamery Days Fair and Rodeo was jam-packed with fun and 

entertainment for all ages. It kicked off  Saturday morning with a complimentary 

pancake breakfast sponsored by the RM of West Interlake and prepared by the 

Eriksdale Fire Department. There was a Canada Day parade, home living exhibits, 

Heartland Rodeo, tractor pull and live entertainment.

23071gm0
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

THE
LITTLE

MERMAID

THEATRE CLOSED 
THIS WEEK

FRI-THURS JULY 7 - 13
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 8:00 pm Each Night

FRI-THURS JULY 14 - 20

Violence PG

 Winnipeg Beach Legion Br. 61
Legion 204-389-2660 /
 Lorraine 204-894-3701

September 9 – Fall Supper @ 5:00 p.m.
Tickets are only $20 ea.

Roast turkey dinner with all the trimmings, 
and pie for dessert!

email: rclbr61@mymts.net / 
www.winnipegbeachlegion.ca

Tickets held at door only if paid in advance 
via e-transfer to rclbr61@mymts.net  

Tickets are non-refundable.
Cash Bar   50/50 Draw   All events are cash only.

Notice of Environment Act Proposal
Manitoba Environment and Climate invites public comment on the 
following proposal:
Vidir Solution Inc. – Vidir Vertical Solutions–FILE: 6165.00
Vidir Vertical Inc. proposes to continue operating a vertical motorized 
storage carousel, automated material handling, and display systems 
manufacturing facility at 8126 Road 138 North Arborg in the Rural 
Municipality of Bifrost‐Riverton. The facility designs, manufactures, 
installs, and services automated material handling equipment. 
Mitigation measures are in place to manage and control emissions to 
the environment.
Anyone likely to be affected by the proposal and who wishes to 
comment, should contact Eshetu Beshada, Senior Environmental 
Engineer, in writing or by email at Eshetu.Beshada@gov.mb.ca no 
later than August 7, 2023. Further information is available from the 
Online Public Registry: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries
Information submitted in response to this proposal is public and will 
be available to the proponent and placed on the public registry per 
Section 17 of The Environment Act.

Environmental Approvals Branch
Manitoba Environment and Climate

14 Fultz Boulevard (Box 35)
Winnipeg MB R3Y 0L6

Toll-Free: 1-800-282-8069
Fax: 204-945-5229

Website: www.gov.mb.ca/sd/eal/registries

Take care of details so they 
don’t have to. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

Reading 
Sunglasses

Reading

439 MAIN ST., SELKIRK 
North of Manitoba Ave.

Fun in the SunFun in the Sun

BiG DOLLAR
s

HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY 10-6 

FRIDAY 9-9
SATURDAY 9-6   SUNDAY 12-5

Parade and picnic

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY TEAGAN  SHEPPARD
Community members and families enjoyed the Fraserwood Parade and Picnic on June 25. Children had fun playing old-

fashioned fair games and jumping in the bouncy castle. Other popular events included the slide and dunk tank. There was 

a petting zoo, great food and entertainment.
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Submitted by Manitoba government
For the second consecutive year, the 

Fraser Institute has named Manitoba 
the No. 1 province for Tax Freedom 
Day, the day of the year when the av-
erage individual has earned enough 
money to pay their taxes. For 2023, 
Manitoba reached that day on June 6, 
ahead of all other provinces.

Whether it is fi lling up the gas tank, 
buying groceries or cooling a home, 
the purchases Manitobans make 
daily are becoming more expensive. 
As Manitobans continue to face a ris-
ing cost of living, providing historic 
help to make life more aff ordable 
for Manitobans remains of critical 
importance to the Manitoba govern-
ment.

Introduced in Budget 2023, new and 
enhanced tax measures will bring 
Manitoba’s personal income taxes in 
line with other provinces. The chang-
es in personal income tax will allow 
families to keep more of their income 
and will attract interprovincial mi-
gration to grow the economy.

Incremental savings from all tax 
breaks, school tax rebates and aff ord-
ability payments from 2022 to 2024 
will total more than $1.8 billion. That 
is more than $5,500 for an average 
two-income family.

A reduction to Manitoba Hydro 
fees will have a favourable eff ect on 
electricity rates and save ratepay-
ers $190 this year and more than $4 
billion over the next 20 years. Mani-
toba Hydro’s rate application to the 
Public Utilities Board is now only an 
increase of two per cent over each of 
the next two years, compared to the 
proposed 3.5 per cent rate increase.

In addition, starting on July 1, 

Statement from Finance 
Minister Cliff Cullen on 

Tax Freedom Day

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY AMANDA CANNON  
Temperatures soared over 30 degrees C. making for a  hot and humid weekend. 

Last Saturday at Gimli’s Interlake Dragway, two-year-old Loki, a Fila Brasileiro 

(bloodhound/Brazilian mastiff ), tried staying cool on the tailgate with Ruben 

Schmid, left, and Deborah Sanders from Tyndall. Help the Express record the 

weather of the week and send in your photos of friends or family enjoying the 

outdoors. Email: weather@expressweeklynews.ca.

Dog days of summer

Manitobans will see an increase in 
take-home pay on paycheques due 
to the largest ever enhancement to 
the basic personal amount to $15,000. 
The savings to Manitoba taxpayers in 
2023 will total $311 million, with tax 
savings up to $524 for individuals or 
up to $1,048 for a two-income family 
compared to 2022.

In the last year, Manitoba’s economy 
emerged faster and stronger than any-
one could have anticipated. Over the 
last year, we have seen signifi cant eco-
nomic growth in our province and an 

infl ux of skilled immigration. We see 
tremendous opportunities ahead with 
continued improvement in our fi scal 
position as we work to create the right 
conditions for sustained economic 
growth.

Our government remains focused on 
maintaining a strong, sustainable fi s-
cal foundation that will provide better 
services to all Manitobans. This in-
cludes investing in front-line services 
and lowering taxes to make life more 
aff ordable for Manitobans and more 
competitive for Manitoba businesses.
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Interlake

NEWLY UPGRADED

FOR YOU
Eriksdale Hardware Store

NOW CARRYING

NEW FEATURES

Lumber

es

ENTER TO WIN
$800 OF CO-OP GIFT 

CARDS TO BE WON

Winner drawn every Monday. Members cannot win twice.
No purchase necessary, needs to hand draw 
5 upc numbers off Co-op branded product.
First draw: July 10th | Last Draw: August 28th
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AA Meetings in Ashern
Open Meeting

Time: 6-7pm Fridays 
Starting Friday March 3rd.

Location: #11 2nd Ave North
-Pioneer Manor

( beside the main door entrance 
of Pioneer Manor)

Contact AAMBCO@mts.net

Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park

Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm
Womens Mtgs Thurs at 10:30 am

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

Contact Ann J 204-389-3417

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Erikesdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

Join us at 17B North Colonization 
Road, next to New Horizon building… 
Gimli at 7:00 pm Wednesday evenings 
for an hour of support, strength, 
guidance and Hope. Contact 204-
389-4777. All ages welcome.

Need Insurance 
for your home? 

 We would love to 

give you a quote

 1-888-642-8501
www.interlakeinsurance.com

www.interlake.mb.ca

ARBORG
204-376-3400

GIMLI.
204-642-8501

SELKIRK
204-482-5806

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww wwwwww ininnnnnnininin.iniinnnn.i.innin. nterttteteteeeeteteterrterrrrteterrteerrteerterreerrtererererrrtt rt rrerlllaakaklakakakakakkkkklaklakkklaklakakkkakakklakaakaklakl kkalakl klalal e me meeee me.e mmmmmmmmmme mm.mmmmmmmmmm.mmmmmmme mmme..mmme mmme mmee.me.mmmme mmmme me.mmm..me.mmme bbbbbbbbb.cbbbbbbbbb.bbb.b.bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb..bbbb.. aaaa
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If you’re thinking of If you’re thinking of 
buying or selling, buying or selling, 

we’re here to help.we’re here to help.
ELLEN WYKA

204-376-3400

 New Listing: Arborg: 
Character home, 
move in ready.

New List: R.M. of Fisher, 
1680 sq. ft. family home, 

30 x 40 shop, garage,
 4,86 acres.

Gardener’s paradise, gorgeous 
manicured 4.97 acres, 
1310 sq. ft. bungalow, 

must be seen.

KATHY MARKS

204-642-8501

3 bed 2 bath home with 
basement and shops on 

160 acres. Gorgeous. 
Reduced price. 

$284,900

John Wishnowski 
204-479-1208

PR 519 Sandy Hook
Phenomenal 3800sq. ft. 

home on 2.23 acres 
w/outbuildings!

$635,000

Dave Humniski
204-642-8501

4 Bdrm, 3 Bath home in 
vibrant, newer Gimli 
community. Huge lot. 

Close to schools & rec 
center. come See!

Chris Neufeld
204-641-1727

Fisherton Trailer 
Price Reduced!

Yr. round trailer on 
156 acres 

now $240,000

 Laurence Humniski
204-642-8501

INGRID BENNETT

204-642-2089

Gimli 2 bdr in South Beach 
features metal roof, 

updated windows, bathrm, fl ring 
$199,900

Lakefront delight is immaculate 
3 bdr, 3 bath, quality built, 

sunrm, huge deck 
$479,900

Gimli waterfront 2 bdrm condo 
is move in ready w/ fresh paint. 

Private deck w/ great views. 
$289,900

Gimli, new price 
$249,900! 

125 6th, 4 br 2 bath hm 
w/bsmt & newer gar 

w/granny suite above.

Dayna Clark 
204-461-1347

GRANT HJORLEIFSON

204-641-6400

 Gorgeous Brand new Homes 
in Sandy Hook. Includes GST  

$349,900 

Immaculate 5 Bdrm in Gimli’s 
Helgoland Development 
Full Acre lot. $284,900

Almost Brand New 2 Bdrm 
Year Round Cottage in 

Grindstone. Now $209,900

Tyndall family bungalow, 
½ acr in town, full bsmt, 
2bed/2bath, newer roof 
& furnace, dbl det gar. 

$314,900

 Mike Juba 
204-588-7967

JASMIN THEOBALD

204-642-8501

  Awesome LAKEFRONT home 
in Glen Bay just 10 min. 

N of Gimli. 3 BR, 1 Bath, add. 
SR, LP$469k

Perfect starter or family 
home. 3 bdrm Shorepointe 

Condo. Move-in ready. 
Quick possession poss. 

LP$150k

Building lot in Riverton, large 
lot 75’x575’, walking distance 
to all amenities, no time limit, 

LP$15,000

SAMANTHA KING

204-229-7560

     1 mile south of Moosehorn, 
1500+ sq ft bungalow, 

heated dbl detached garage, 
garden, walking trails.

    24 Brewster Dr - 
.42 of an acre treed lot great 
location $29,900. Adjacent lot 
also available for purchase. 

9 Old Arnes Place - 
Great cottage on a fantastic 

treed lot. 4 BR 1 bath, 
sunroom, 2 large decks. 

$164,900. 

CRYSTAL LINE

204-232-6200

New Price. Farm land, 
158 acres of hay and bush

 just north of Riverton.

Now is the time, year round 
cottage in beautiful 

Grindstone Park.
 Shows AAA,

 must be seen.

Gorgeous family home,
 just North of Riverton. 
Full basement, double 

detached garage, 
private acres.

PAM ISFELD

204-641-5408

Staff 
The Riverton & District Friendship Centre hosted a vi-

brant cultural and rich in heritage event to honour Nation-
al Indigenous Peoples Day on June 21. 

Families from all walks of life came together to immerse 
themselves in the beauty and traditions of First Nations, 
Inuit and Métis cultures. From lively games and delicious 
food to mesmerizing performances by talented artists, this 
celebration was a true testament to unity, resilience and 
the power of cultural diversity. 

Inside the RDFC, a craft creation station awaited eager 
participants who crafted beautiful dream catchers — a 
symbol of protection and positivity. Bannock sizzled over EXPRESS PHOTOS BY SARA URUSKI PHOTOGRAPHY

Riverton & District Friendship celebrates Indigenous Peoples Day
an open fi re and 350 Indigenous ta-
cos were served. Michael Esquash, 
Trinity Handel and Tyson Prince pro-
vided the free stage entertainment. 
The Red Shadow Singers fi lled the 
air with soul-stirring melodies while 
RDFC Jigging Club showcased their 
impeccable dance moves.  The open-
ing prayer was done by Jody Macaig 
followed by heartfelt greetings from 
hometown hockey hero Reggie Leach 
— an inspiration to many aspiring 
athletes in the community. The cel-
ebrations ended on a high note with a 
joyous round dance where everyone 
came together hand-in-hand. 
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Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake-Gimli
InterlakeGimliMLA@gmail.com

Congratulations
Class of 2023!

Gimli  204-641-8525 | Arborg  204-376-3401

Best wishes to all our graduates, 
as they continue to become 
contributing citizens 
of a democratic society.

Best wishes to our 
graduates as they 

continue their 
journey to make 

the future 
a brighter place, 

one step at a time.

Grad 2023Grad 2023



By Patricia Barrett
Fisher Branch Collegiate grads plan 

to dream big as they step off  the Grade 
12 stage and head into post-secondary 
studies and down career paths.

The collegiate and the Lakeshore 
School Division staff  celebrated the 
success and achievements of 13 grad-
uates during a ceremony held June 24 
in the school gym. 

Fisher Branch Collegiate vice-princi-
pal Donna Gislason, who emceed the 
celebration, said the grads are a “very 
high achieving” academic class, with 
11 of them entering post-secondary 
studies this fall and the remaining 
two to follow in the near future. They 
plan to become a pharmacist, thera-
pist, social worker, welder, RCMP 
offi  cer and accountant, among other 
professions

Collegiate principal Amanda Gar-
ton said she taught the graduating 
students when they were in Grade 7 
and again in Grade 12, and this group 
“has always had a pretty special place 
in my heart.”

When they were in Grade 7, Garton 
said she had them read the book Miss 
Bixby’s Last Day, which features three 
students who show their favourite 
teacher — who has cancer and can’t 
fi nish the school year — how much 
she means to them by sneaking her 
out of the hospital for one last visit. 
Garton herself was going on mater-
nity leave at the end of their Grade 7 
year and didn’t think she’d be teach-
ing them in Grade 8. She didn’t expect 
there’d be “one last visit” with them.

“They got me to come to the Cou-
gar Den and the whole class shouted, 
‘Surprise!’” said Garton. “This was no 
ordinary surprise party and I wasn’t 
prepared for what came next. They 
ushered me into the room while they 
played my favourite song on their 
phones, and all the items laid out at 
the party were the items Miss Bixby 
said she would like on her last day. 
They really had outdone themselves. 
I don’t think I had words; only tears. 
Not only had they thrown an awe-
some party, but they connected it to 
a book. As a teacher, this is what you 
hope for.”

Lakeshore School Division trustee 
Shaun Lindal said she’s confi dent the 
grads are leaving with a solid set of 
skills and educational profi ciency 
they can draw on as they pursue their 
life dreams.

“I feel confi dent that as you move 
forward away from high school you’ll 
have a large number of skills that will 
support the choices you’ve made and 
your plans and dreams,” said Lindal. 
“I hope that you will fi nd joy and suc-
cess in whatever you choose to do 
and will remember all the people in 
your life who’ve supported you. Af-
ter leaving today you’ll have many 
opportunities in your future.”

Lindal ended her congratulatory ad-
dress with an inspiring quote from 
children’s author Dr. Seuss: “Oh, the 
places you’ll go!”

Teacher and guidance counsellor 
Amanda Bouchard, whom the grads 
chose as their guest speaker, said she 
had the pleasure of working with 
each graduate over the past 12 years, 
recalling their fi rst day of kindergar-
ten in 2010 when they were “excited, 
so adorable and nervous.”

Bouchard encouraged them to fol-
low their dreams and to remember 
that dreams don’t have deadlines. 
She dipped into each grad’s Grade 1 
memory capsule and recounted some 
of the dreams and aspirations they 
had back then. 

Those dreams included living in a 
hotel and being a singer, owning a 
mansion, continuing on with horse-
jumping, enjoying some delicious 
ribs, living in Lunenburg, N.S., driv-
ing a Chevy, becoming a train conduc-
tor, and returning to the Philippines 
because winters in Manitoba “really 
suck,” said Bouchard as the audience 
laughed.

“As fi ve- and six-year-
olds, the sky was the 
limit with your dreams. 
There wasn’t anything 
you couldn’t achieve,” 
she said. “It’s time to 
head out to your future 
with the same belief. 
Never let anyone tell 
you your dreams are not 
attainable. Own your 
dreams. Fan that fi re of 
passion to achieve them 
and run towards that 
fl ame. Do not let anyone 
extinguish it.”

Bouchard took them 
further down memory 
lane with a video featur-
ing photos of each student through 
the years. 

Danielle Lazorak earned Lake-
shore’s profi ciency award ($100 and a 
plaque) for representing the collegiate 
in a division-sponsored speaking 
and current events competition. And 
Rayna Hawkins earned the Governor 
General’s Academic Medal for having 
the highest academic average in all 
Grade 11 and 12 courses.

Hawkins delivered the valedictory 
address, telling her fellow graduates 
it’s impossible to see what’s at the end 
of the road, but each “stride, jump or 
trip” will prepare them to face what-
ever lies ahead. 

“Remember that each step you take 
causes tremors, each breath a gale. A 
wave hello can be a lifelong friend-
ship. Getting lost may lead you down 
a diff erent path. Embrace each mo-
ment, mistake, success and smile at 
the places they might bring you,” said 
Hawkins. “Now that we have broken 
free of our chrysalis, it’s time for us 
butterfl ies to truly take fl ight.”

The Rural Municipality of Fisher, 
Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson, 
local organizations and businesses, 
families and academic institutions 
provided bursaries and scholarships 
to help get the grads off  to a good 
start as they enter post-secondary 
education. 

FISHER BRANCH GRADUATION 2023
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All the BestAll the Best  to to 
All of Our GraduatesAll of Our Graduates

It’s your day, and we hope you enjoy every 
moment as you celebrate the culmination of 
your hard work. May your graduation be the 
beginning of a bright and beautiful future.

We look forward to celebrating your continued success!

Phone 
204-372-6393

Brandt Cochrane (left) presented 

graduate Troy Shergold with Fisher 

Branch Collegiate’s Hype Man 2023 

award and a scholarship of $31.25.

Oh, the places Fisher Branch Collegiate grads are planning to go!

Rayna Hawkins was class 

valedictorian.

Principal Amanda Garton presented 

the Governor General’s Bronze Medal 

for academic excellence to Rayna 

Hawkins.

Principal Amanda Garton presented 

Danielle Lazorak with the Lakeshore 

School Division’s Profi ciency Award.

Lakeshore School Division 

trustee Shaun Lindal.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Fisher Branch Collegiate’s graduating classs of 2023. 



Recipient Name of Donor Name of Award
Alexis Podaima Fisher Repair Driven, focused, and diligent
 RM of Fisher Furthering Education
 University of Manitoba UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship
 Uruski Family Furthering Ed with hopes to work with children
Carmen McPherson Smith’s Autotech Continuing on in apprenticeship program
 RM of Fisher Skilled trade
 Broad Valley Enterprise Furthering Education in Trades
 Allan & Shaun Lindal Furthering Education in a Trade 
Danielle Lazorak University of Manitoba Chown Centennial 

Anonymous Furthering Education
 Lakeshore School Division Profi ciency Award
 Patti Witzke In memory of Ken Carson
 Chartered Professional Accountants of MB 2023 CPA High School Scholarship
 University of Manitoba UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship
 Poplarfi eld Community Center Furthering Education and Poplarfi eld Area student
 Ukrainian Farmers Coop Furthering Education
 Grade 12 Essential Math Highest mark certifi cate   
Hailee Zadorozny Lakeshore Teachers’s Association Furthering Education
 Derek Johnson (MLA) Citizenship Scholarship
 CUPE Local 3206 Al Hummel Memorial Furthering Education and child of current member
 University of Manitoba UM Guertin Centennial Entrance Scholarship
 Ukrainian Farmers Coop  Furthering Education
Ivan Hunyh Olga Grouch Fund - FBWI Attending University entering the Sciences
 FBC Grad 2018 Furthering Education & School Involvement
 Lindsay Rindall Furthering Education
 University of Manitoba UM Hogg Centennial Entrance Scholarship
 Minh’s Restaurant Furthering Education
 Ukrainian Farmers Coop  In Memory of Walter Wochuk, Furthering Education
Josh Zadarozny Olga Grouch Fund - FBWI Attending University entering the Sciences
 Annette Holowka Furthering Education
 University of Manitoba UM Hogg Centennial Entrance Scholarship
 Ukrainian Farmers Coop Furthering Education
Olivia Mazur Stocki Trucking Has taken Gr. 12 Physics & Pre-Calculus (not top)

Patti Witzke In memory of Ken Carson
Rayna Hawkins Olga Grouch Fund - FBWI Attending University entering the Sciences
 Interlake Honey Producers LTD Furthering Education   
 FB Women’s Institute First Place Graduate
 William Zabatiuk Most Improved Graduate
 Governor General Medal First Place over Gr. 11 and 12
 Fisher Branch Filipino Community Valedictorian
 Brandon University Board of Governors Entrance Scholarship
 Grade 12 Pre-Calculus Math Highest mark certifi cate
 Grade 12 ELA:Comprehensive Highest mark certifi cate
 Grade 12 Chemistry Highest mark certifi cate
 Grade 12 Biology Highest mark certifi cate
 Grade 12 Physics Highest mark certifi cate
 Karen Abas Furthering Education
Rona Tacad International Pollination Systems Canada Furthering Education in Business
 Norstar Constulting Furthering Education
 Anonymous Furthering Education
 Patti Witzke In Memory of Ken Carson
 Chartered Professional Accountants of MB 2023 CPA High School Scholarship
 Fisher Branch Filipino Community Filipino Graduating Student
 University of Manitoba UM Guertin Centennial Entrance Scholarship
 Minh’s Restaurant Furthering Education
 Ben Grocholski Memorial Fund Volunteerism
 Ukrainian Farmers Coop   In memory of Bob Schreyer Furthering Education
 Michelle Smith In memory of Nancy Swenty
Shayla White FBC Middle Years Student Council Furthering Education
Taliya Vandersteen International Pollination Systems Canada Furthering Education in Business
 FB Women’s Institute Second Place Graduate
 Patti Witzke In Memory of Ken Carson
 Access Credit Union Top Provincial Award
 University of Manitoba UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship
 Leanne Kochan Highest Overall Mark for Grade 12 French
 Interlake Auto Furthering Education
 Ukrainian Farmers Coop Furthering Education
 Grade 12 Biology Highest mark certifi cate
 Grade 12 Applied Math Highest mark certifi cate
 Grade 12 French Highest mark certifi cate
Troy Shergold Olga Grouch Fund - FBWI Attending University Entering the Sciences
 Royal Canaidan Legion #57 Poppy Fund Most Congenial Student
 Belly Dancing Babes Going into sport/athletic related
 Interlake Café Furthering Education
 Horatio Alger Association of Canada Horatio Alger Scholarship
 Patti Witzke In memory of Ken Carson
 University of Manitoba UM Guertin Centennial Entrance Scholarship
 Ben Grocholski Memorial Fund Volunteerism

Ukrainian Farmers Coop In Memory of past serving director for 2022 Ron Small
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Rona 

Tacad
Taliya 

Vandersteen

Joshua 

Zadorozny
Hailee 

Zadorozny
Shayla 

White  

William 

Emms

Troy 

Shergold
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Hawkins  

Danielle

Lazorak  

Ivan 

Huynh
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Mazur
Alexis 

Podaima
Carmen McPher-
son-Klimchuk

Fisher Branch’s graduating class of 2023 toss their caps.

FISHER BRANCH GRADUATION 2023

Fisher Branch Scholarships
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY SARA URUSKI PHOTOGRAPHY
Arborg Collegiate 2023 graduates celebrate the end of a chapter with a 

ceremonial cap toss. 

Arborg Riverton Band & Choral 

Scholarship recipient Amy Platt and 

band teacher Stephanie Marks.

Mackenzie Hibbert received the 

Governor General’s Academic Medal.

Hayley Fisher, ACI teacher, and Shelley 

Burak, AEMYS teacher 

Kylee Emms-Finnson received the Royal 

Canadian Legion 161 bursary.

Arborg Collegiate graduates’ limitless potential celebrated
By Patricia Barrett

With faith in their graduates becom-
ing society’s future leaders, Arborg 
Collegiate, the Evergreen School Divi-
sion and members of the community 
paid tribute to the graduating class of 
2023.

Their success through 12 long years 
of schooling was recognized during a 
diploma and awards ceremony held 
on June 27 at the Arborg Community 
Hall.

Arborg Collegiate principal Krista 
Borgfjord said she had the pleasure 
of teaching the graduating class in 
Grade 9 and found them to be “won-
derful young people” who refi ned 
their skills and talents throughout 
their high school years.

“It’s been an enjoyable experience 
watching this group mature into the 
young adults you see before you. The 
past four years haven’t always been 
easy, but these students have all come 
through in their own way and re-
ally stepped up when needed,” said 
Borgfjord. “We had amazing athletes 
that contributed to zone banners, de-
termined academics striving to ex-
cel, fantastic artists invoking feelings 
through their art, and skilled appren-
tices working in the community.”  

Life after high school graduation is 
an “incredible” time, she said. Gradu-
ates can take time to explore what they 
want to do with their lives, dream, 
“put it all on the line” and even fail.

“Your opportunities and your po-
tential today are truly limitless. Ev-
ery challenge will have its highs and 
lows. It will have aspects that you 

are happy to remember and others 
you are happy to forget. But every 
challenge you overcome will only 

.strengthen you in the end,” she said. 
“My one piece of advice for you all 
is to fi nd something you love doing. 
While money is important to some 
degree, it’s more important to love 
what you do since you’ll spend most 
of your life working.”

ESD Supt. Scott Hill paid tribute to 
the graduates for having completed 
high school and off ered them some 
practical life advice. As they leave the 
safety of the school system where ed-

Honoring Today’s

Graduates
You’ve come a long way, and we’re very 

proud of your achievements. Keep up the
 great work, and we know you’ll go far.

Best wishes today and always!

Arborg Food 204-376-5245
Arborg Gas Bar 204-376-2349

Arborg Fuel Offi ce 204-376-5201
Eriksdale Food 204-739-2116

Eriksdale Hardware 204-739-2634

INTERLAKE CO-OP

NORDAL’SNORDAL’S
AUTO - BODY - GLASS

1-888-866-7325
2 Locations 2 Locations - Arborg, MB- Arborg, MB

Arborg, MB (204) 376-5600

Graduates had a red carpet and all to lead them to the stage where they accepted 

their diplomas. 

Continued on next page
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An An 
AchievementAchievement
to Celebrateto Celebrate

Town of Arborg 
Mayor, Council 

and Staff

Congratulations!

Graduates, we salute the hard work and Graduates, we salute the hard work and 
dedication that got you here today. dedication that got you here today. 

You have made us proud and we wish you You have made us proud and we wish you 
all the best in your future endeavors. all the best in your future endeavors. 

As you turn the page to the next 
chapter, the future is yours to write. 
Fill it with new experiences, good 
people and rewarding choices that 
help make the world a better place. 

CONGRATULATIONS

Best wishes to all 
of the dedicated 
seniors who are 
celebrating their 
graduation this year!
Rita, Mike, Ty, Lyla 
and staff aaaannnnddddddd  sssssttttaaaaffffffffffffffffffff  

Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.

www.shachtay.com

204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba Family Owned

Servicing the Interlake for 54 Years!

1-800-361-4156

www.smittysfurniture.net

321 MAIN ST., ARBORG

204-376-5242

Remember that the best is yet to come, so enjoy your special day, 
and please celebrate responsibly!

Today we’re celebrating you, graduates!
Congratulations on this milestone achievement

and all of the accomplishments you’ve
worked for along the way.

“The largest selection of Furniture & Appliances between the lakes”

355 Main St, 
Arborg 

204-376-3069

2023

ucators had their best interests at heart and allowed them 
to learn from mistakes, it’s important to associate with 
people who show compassion for others and to surround 
themselves with people who care about them.

“I don’t say that to be melodramatic or to try to scare 
you,” said Hill. “I tell you because it’s important that you 
keep or grow a group of people around you who truly care 
about you. And I also tell you because it’s important for 
you to be part of someone else’s group of caring people, 
too.”

Local organizations, the Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton, 
the Town of Arborg, Interlake-Gimli MLA Derek Johnson, 
businesses and families, as well as academic institutions, 
provided generous bursaries and scholarships to gradu-
ates.

Graduate Mackenzie Hibbert 
achieved the highest grade point 
average in grades 11 and 12 cours-
es and was awarded the Governor 
General’s Academic Medal, the 
most prestigious high school educa-
tional award in Canada.

Kylee Emms-Finnsson on the right, Zen Finnsson facing and 

Rayna Lea left (back of her).

Kylee Emms-Finnsson with classmate and best friend, Rayna. 
Graduates Zenin Stansell and Billy 

Moroski

275 Main St, Arborg  Front Store 204-376-2212
Prescriptions 204-376-5153 

Arborg Pharmacy

204-376-5502
Box 419 

306 Main Street
Arborg R0C 0A0

Arborg, MB
204-364-2775
www.jbrantent.com

1-866-694-4978

Continued from previous page
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Arborg Collegiate Awards and Scholarships
Brody Barlyski Great Plains Mobile Repair Trades Bursary 
 Mazer Group Ag Excellence Scholarship
Ryan Bazilewich Nordal’s Auto-Body-Glass Bursary 
 Interlake Auto & Tractor Parts Bursary 
Kylee Emms-Finnsson Arborg Family Dental Award 

Arborg Legion Ladies Auxiliary Award 
 Friederici Farms Agriculture Scholarship 
 Interlake Lightning Scholarship 

Manitoba Female U18 Hockey League Teammates for Life Scholarship
 Municipality of Bifrost Riverton Scholarship 
 Rotary Club of Gimli Scholarship 
 Royal Canadian Legion Branch 161 Bursary Award  
Zen Finnson Derek Johnson Citizenship Scholarship  
Maya Friesen Arborg Family Dental Award 
 Evergreen Teachers’ Association Bursary
 University of Manitoba Hogg Centennial Entrance Scholarship
Adriana Gislason Arborg Collegiate Visual Arts Bursary
Mackenzie Hibbert Arborg Legion Ladies Auxiliary Award 
 Association for Community Living Arborg Scholarship
 Evergreen School Division Award 
 Icelandic River Health Clinic Scholarship 
 Rotary Club of Gimli Scholarship 
 Royal Canadian Legion Branch 161 Bursary Award 
 Town of Arborg Award 
 University of Manitoba Chown Centennial Scholarship 
 University of Manitoba Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship
 Quarry Physiotherapy, Part of the InMotion Network Scholarship
 Governor General’s Medal
Connor Milne Interlake Co-Op Scholarship 

Margrét Bjarnason Memorial Scholarship, Canada Iceland Foundation
 Royal Canadian Legion Branch 161 Bursary Award 
Bill Moroski Donald Bjornson Memorial Scholarship 
AJ Platt Arborg Agricultural Society Award 
 ARBC Band Boosters Scholarship
 CUPE Local 3164 Award 
 Evergreen School Division Award 
 Royal Canadian Legion Branch 161 Bursary Award
 RM of Armstrong Scholarship 
Reece Votour Vidir Solutions Inc. Scholarship 

Hayley 

Forder

Connor 

Milne

Brody 

Barylski

Zenin

Stansell

Adriana 

Gislason

Kylee 

Emms-Finnsson

Jaycen 

Kirby

Ryan

Bazilewich

Hayden 

Hjorleifson

Autymn 

Basarowich

Reece 

Votour

Mackenzie 

Hibbert
Nevaeh 

Menzie

Zen 

Finnson
Jayston 

Angus

Amy 

Platt

Maya 

Friesen

Billy 

Moroski
Rayna 

Lea

Brody Barylski in his parade car. 
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We’ve got you coveredWe’ve got you covered

in DEERHORN, Mb!
It’s where the pros go on Hwy 6!It’s where the pros go on Hwy 6!

204-762-5716204-762-5716

Lundar, Manitoba R0C 1Y0
Phone: (204) 762-5421 Fax: (204) 762-5177

E-Mail: coldwell@mymts.net

Happy 
Graduation

Hats off to the 
hardworking 
Class of 2023!
We wish you continued 
success as you turn the 
page to an exciting 
new chapter. Good 
luck,and best wishes.

Municipality of Armstrong
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By Jo-Anne Procter
Graduating from high school is not 

just an academic accomplishment but 
a milestone in one’s personal growth 
journey. It takes courage, hard work, 
resilience and unwavering determi-
nation to reach this point. And it’s 
something every graduate should be 
proud of achieving.

Last Thursday, 20 Lundar gradu-
ates were celebrated at an outdoor 
ceremony where they received their 
Grade 12 diplomas.

This group of graduates was intro-
duced to high school in Grade 9 and 
then faced the challenges of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic that brought chaos 
and uncertainty into their lives. How-
ever, they didn’t lose their spirits and 
kept their heads high throughout it 
all. They even managed to carry on 
with school spirit and enjoy sports 
during their last year before gradua-
tion.

Master of ceremonies Amy Tycoles 
had the honour of sharing memories 
and introducing graduates, and prin-
cipal Lawrence Grzenda presented 
diplomas while other community 
sponsors handed out scholarships 
and awards.  

Grzenda read a heartfelt letter con-
gratulating the graduates on their 
outstanding achievements. He re-
minded them that they had learned 
vital skills in school that would help 
them succeed in the future. These 

include academic abilities, character 
traits such as determination and re-
silience, as well as being responsible 
and having a positive impact on those 
around them.

As each graduate moves onto their 
next chapter in life, Grzenda urged 
them to continue experiencing new 
things while maintaining positivity 
and perseverance. He said that by do-
ing so, they would be able to discover 
what drives passion within them-
selves, leading to success.

His message was clear: take pride in 
one’s achievements and keep moving 
forward with passion while learning 
from experiences.

“Today marks the end of a signifi -
cant chapter in your life and is the be-
ginning of a new one,” he said. “The 
world needs your talents, your ideas 

and your passions. So go out there 
and make an impact and never forget 
how far you have come. Remember 
that you alone are the person that can 
most impact the experiences and the 
tasks that you do.”

Donny Thorkelson, a representative 
of the Lakeshore School Division, ex-
tended congratulations to the gradu-

ates. His message spoke volumes 
about how each one of them had met 
the challenges posed by COVID-19 
with stoicism and resilience.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
Lundar School’s graduating class of 2023.

Samson Szollosi was the recipient 

of the Craig Pottinger Memorial 

Bursary. Szollosi will be furthering his 

education in the medical fi eld. 

Lundar students overcame challenges to graduate

Abby Beaman receives her diploma 

from principal Lawrence Grzenda. 

Beaman was the recipient of the 

Governor General’s Bronze Medal as 

well as many other scholarships and 

awards.

Valedictorians Autumn Hanslip and Loa 

Thorkelson. 

ERIKSDALE FREIGHT 
LINES LTD.

204-739-3009

204-762-5431 18 Main Street Lundar

Lundar Pharmacy 

Congratulations to the Class of 2023!

Eriksdale Food 
204-739-2116

Eriksdale Hardware 
204-739-2634

Continued on next page
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Lundar Collegiate Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries
Autumn Hanslip  Allan Forsyth Foundation Scholarship
 Eriksdale Legion Scholarship And Bursary
 Eriksdale Municipal Heritage Advisory Scholarship
 Interlake Co-Op Scholarship
 Lundar Legion Scholarship
Samson Szollosi Allan Forsyth Foundation Scholarship
 Craig Pottinger Memorial Bursary
 Derek Johnson Citizenship Scholarship
 Eriksdale Municipal Heritage Advisory Scholarship
 Marla Bonwick Scholarship 
 One Insurance Bursary
Mikki Thorkelson Al Hummel Memorial Scholarship
Abby Beaman Coldwell Community Foundation Inc. Scholarship
 Fjola Johnson Scholarship
 Grettir Co-Operative Amateur Athletic Association Scholarship
 Governor-General’s Bronze Medal Award
 Gudjon Johnson Memorial Scholarship
  Lundar Legion Scholarship, Subject Award Medals - Ela 

Comprehensive, Applied Math, Chemistry, Biology 
Brady Wirgau  Coldwell Lundar Community Foundation’s Cal & Dorothy Bennett 

Memorial Scholarship, Raymond “Shady” Monkman Scholarship,
 Subject Award Medal - Ela Transactional
Samantha Miller Eriksdale Legion Scholarship And Bursary
Loa Thorkelson Lakeshore Teachers’ Association Scholarship

Lundar Legion Scholarship
 Subject Award Medal - Chemistry
Madison Olafson Lundar Legion Scholarship, 
 Subject Award Medal - Woodworking Technology
Jesse Bindle Subject Award Medal - Woodworking Technology
Madison 
Monkman-Pagee  Subject Award Medal - Interdisciplinary Topics In Science
Madison Saunders Subject Award Medal - Foods And Nutrition

Madison Monkman-Pagee and Tyson 

Nikkel parade down Main Street.
Jesse Bindle presents his father with a rose 

during the Rose Ceremony. 

Abby Beaman, left, 

and Mikki Thorkelson 

share a hug before the 

parade.

Fundar’s manager 

Madison Olafson 

celebrates with an 

ice cream.

Keaton Burke with 

roses to present to 

guests that supported 

him through the years.   

He said as they enter a new 
phase in their lives that will 
require even more grit and de-

termination, with this proven power 
within them, they can overcome any 
obstacle and lead themselves toward 
success.

Valedictorians Autumn Hanslip and 
Loa Thorkelson congratulated fellow 
graduates and reminisced about their 
shared school years. As graduation is 
a time for celebration, it is also a re-
fl ection on the obstacles and challeng-
es that came along with this journey.

Hanslip thanked family and teach-
ers for the never-ending love and sup-
port, specifi cally to the teachers who 
gave them another home. “Thank you 
for taking care of us and giving us a 
place to learn and grow as individu-
als,” she said.

“As we leave here today and enter 
into this new and scary world, hold 
on to who you are,” she encouraged. 
“Hold on to your spunk; hold on to 
your drive, your tenacity and beauty. 
Never let this big world defi ne and 
change you because we are each 
unique.”

Thorkelson thanked her peers for 
the great memories and for being 
some of the strongest and funniest 
people in the world. 

“Finding out who you are or who 
you want to be is not for the faint of 
heart, but we have done it,” she said. 
“We have accomplished this while 
the world was in chaos and if we can 
do that, I do not see what we can’t do. 
We have made it this far and no one 
can take that away from us.”

Graduates received roses along with 
their diplomas and awards. Each grad 
took a moment to present the roses to 
people who supported them through 
their school years as Tim McGraw’s 
song “Humble and Kind” played.

The community watched the class of 
2023 parade down Main Street. They 
also took a memorable stroll through 
the Lundar Personal Care Home be-
fore attending a dinner and dance.

Continued from previous page



GIMLI GRADUATION 2023

#109097 Hwy 9, Gimli  204-642-7017
e: skidoo@mymts.net

16-7th Ave, Gimli  204-642-5137 16-7th Ave, Gimli  204-642-5137 
www.gimliford.cawww.gimliford.ca

www.grushkasgutters.com
grushka@mts.net  

204-792-6459

JJ’s
SEPTIC

SERVICE2023 GRADUATES

Congratulations Class of 2023! 
Best wishes for a bright future.

J & J Store 
Fraserwood 204-643-5556

YOU DID IT!
You worked hard.

You persevered. You graduated! 
Congratulations on this wonderful achievement.
We hope your big day is special in every way,

and we wish you happiness and success
as you follow your dreams into the future.

Rural Municipality 
of Gimli

Council and Staff

Here’s hoping all of your hopes and
dreams come true as you celebrate this 

achievement and reach for the next goal.

29 Robinson Avenue,
Winnipeg Beach
204-389-2698

winnipegbeach.ca
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By Patricia Barrett
Although Gimli High School’s grad-

uating class of 2023 walked away with 
their high school diplomas tucked un-
der their arms, they have no plans to 
rest on their laurels.

The graduates celebrated their 
achievement on June 28, feeling as-
sured they’re headed into a future that 
will see them achieve great things.

The high school held two gradua-
tion ceremonies in the school gym 
to accommodate a large class of 67 
graduates. The ceremonies were at-
tended by an enthusiastic audience 
of family and friends who whooped 
and cheered when each graduate was 
lauded for his/her achievement.

Principal Leona Groot singled out 
groups of grads and individuals who 
exemplifi ed a range of diff erent skills 
and interests that will serve them well 
in their future endeavours. 

They included the adult students 
who showed great determination to 
earn their diplomas; the grad heads 
who got things done while organizing 
their graduation ceremony; the artists 
who were inspired by their art teacher 
to be creative; the workers who took 
on apprenticeships and internships; 
the musicians who learned to perform 
and express a range of emotion; the 
mechanics, metal workers and car-
penters destined to build new com-

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT

Principal Leona Groot presented Jordan 

Selkirk with the Governor General’s Academic 

Medal.

Gimli High School grads destined to achieve great things

Leif Robak, left, and Adam Vigfusson delivered the valedictory address, 

congratulating fellow graduates for their achievements.Continued on next page
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Tyra Angus RM of Gimli Award, UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship - Tier 1
  Larry and Helen Kristjanson Bursary, Kristine Kristoff erson Memorial Bursary, 

St. Michaels Catholic Women’s League Scholarship 
 Camp Morton Ladies Aid Scholarship
Sofi ya Balaban  Robert Arnason Memorial Bursary, UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance 

Scholarship - Tier 1, Chown Scholarship, BBP Music Scholarship ,
 Westshore Foundation Scholarship 
Mitchell Baker Manitoba School Boards Award, RM of Gimli Award
 UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship - Tier 1
 Kiwanis Key Club of Gimli Scholarship 
Rhianne Clark Derek Johnson Citizenship Award, Valley Fiber / Commstream Award,
 Gimli Legion #182 Scholarship 
Noah de Meyer Quarry Physio Scholarship, Gimli District Health Authority Scholarship 

Nicholas Melnychuk Award, University of Calgary Entrance Scholarship
Owen de Meyer Schulich Nominee (Recognition), Peter Froese Legacy Scholarship
 University of Calgary Entrance Scholarship, Evergreen School Division Award
Emily Friesen   Tim and Delphine Arnason Scholarship, Kiwanis Matching Post-Secondary 

Scholarship, Lakeside Lions Club Academic Award, UM Guertin Centennial 
Entrance Scholarship - Tier 2, Town of Winnipeg Beach Scholarship, 
Evergreen Band Booster Scholarship, WPG Beach Legion BR #61 Scholarship 

Nicole Grushka Evergreen Teacher’s Association Award, Town of Winnipeg Beach Scholarship
Cade Helstrom RM of St. Andrews Award, UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship - Tier 1
Mary Johnston  Rotary Club of Gimli Scholarship, Sigurbjorg Stefansson UM Entrance 

Scholarship, Westshore Foundation Scholarship
Tucker Knuston-Black RM of Armstrong Award
Brady Michaluk Evergreen School Division Award
 St. Michaels Catholic Women’s League Scholarship
Amber Peterson RM of Gimli Award, Gimli Legion #182 Scholarship 
Rhiannon Roberts CUPE Local 3164 Scholarship 
 WPG Beach Legion Ladies Auxiliary #61 Scholarship
Tyler Roberts Hailey Dugay Memorial Scholarship 
Leif Robak  RM of Gimli Award, Lifetouch Canada Award, Harold AC Johnson Chemistry 

Scholarship, UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship - Tier 1, Rotary Club 
of Gimli Scholarship, Kiwanis Matching Post-Secondary Scholarship , Gimli 
District Health Authority Scholarship, Gimli Legion #182 Scholarship, Hnausa 
Harbour Authority Scholarship , Westshore Foundation Scholarship 

Tyler Ross Camp Morton Ladies Aid Scholarship, BBP Music Scholarship 
Veronica Asquith Art Club Award, Everett Lloyd Memorial Scholarship
 Knights of Columbus Scholarship
Jacob Senga Evergreen School Division Award
Jordan Selkirk Skuli Johnson English Scholarship, EBN Community Service Award 
 UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship - Tier 1
 Evergreen Band Booster Scholarship
Liz Valdes-Medina  Manitoba Nurses Local #51 Bursary, Gimli Senior’s Resource Council 

Scholarship, Viking Masonic Lodge Scholarship , 
 UM Hogg Centennial Entrance Scholarship - Tier 3
Adam Vigfusson Gimli Lutheran Church Scholarship, Lifetouch Award
 University of Saskatchewan Entrance Scholarship
 Canada Iceland Foundation – Margrét Bjarnason Memorial Scholarship
 Evergreen School Division Award

Gimli 2023 Scholarship Recipients

204-642-5111
Gimli, MB

Congrats to all the 
2023 Grads!

204-651-0008Jack  

Charaton
Lucas  

Campbell
Rhianne  

Clarke

Alexis  

Bonney
Sofi ya  

Balaban

Alexander  

Aspen
Veronica  

Asquith
Mitchell  

Baker

Noah  

de Meyer

John  

Buckley
Ayden  

Borlase
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munities; the school’s “worker bee” 
who helped keep the school clean; 
the “kind and caring” student who 
always said good morning to every-
one; the “stellar” academics who took 
learning to new heights; the athletes, 
the adventurers and the “quiet” stu-
dents who went about achieving their 
goals with little fanfare.

“I wish you well as you move for-
ward in life after high school,” said 
Groot. “Life will not always be easy, 
but our hope is that we have support-
ed you in becoming educated enough 
to choose wisely whatever career you 
are passionate about, resilient enough 
to deal with the adversities that life is 
sure to throw your way, and thought-
ful enough to 
use your talents 
and skills to be-
come the best 
person you can 
become.”

E v e r g r e e n 
School Division 
Supt. Scott Hill 
said it’s com-
monly believed 

that educated people have a num-
ber of traits that include being curi-
ous and open-minded, the drive to 
try hard, an ability to bounce back 
when things go sideways, and are 
courageous, compassionate and self-
knowing. Many of these attributes 
are apt descriptions of the graduates 
who earned their place on stage. But 
there’s also a component of self-learn-
ing in which students learn from fam-
ily, friends, the community and their 
workplaces, as well as through travel 
experiences, books and music. 

Hill asked the grads to refl ect for a 
moment and be grateful to “all the 
people here who have been helping 
to educate you.”

Graduates Leif Robak and Adam 
Vigfusson delivered the valedictory 
address, telling their fellow students 
that they’ll surely achieve what they 
set out to do as they move along life’s 
journey, and that their “outstanding 
class of gifted individuals” has the 
fortitude and drive to take on future 
challenges. 

“These past four years have been 
fi lled with hardships and adversity. 
But through it all we’ve not only got-
ten by, we’ve managed to fl ourish,” 
they said. “When we entered Gimli 
High School four years ago, we were 
just immature kids. Now as I look 

61 Centre St. Gimli  204.642.8591
54 Main St. Winnipeg Beach  204.389.4883

99 7TH AVE GIMLI 
204-642-7490

Way to Go Grads!
Gimli Winnipeg Beach
75 Centre St.
204-642-5489

309 Kernstead Rd. 
204-389-2344

Gilbart Funeral Home Ltd.
Chapels in Selkirk & Gimli

www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

upon you all we are strong young 
adults destined to achieve great 
things.”

They said high school was about 
more than just academic achievement 
and overcoming challenges posed 
by the COVID pandemic. It includ-
ed socializing and making lifelong 
friendships. When they look back in 
30 years’ time, they want their class-
mates to cherish the “precious memo-
ries” they made together.

Robak and Vigfusson thanked Groot 
and their teachers — including teach-
ers at Winnipeg Beach School, Sigur-
bjorg Stefansson Early School and Dr. 
George Johnson Middle School — for 
supporting them along the way, as 
well as school trustees and parents. 

Graduate Jordan Selkirk earned the 
Governor General’s Academic Medal 
for achieving the highest grade point 
average in Grade 11 and 12 courses.

After the presentation of diplomas 
and awards, the graduates held a bois-
terous parade through Gimli, cheered 
on by well-wishers along the streets. 
They headed to the beach for class 
photos before enjoying their gradua-
tion dinner and party.

The RM of Gimli, RM of St. An-
drews, Town of Winnipeg Beach and 
RM of Armstrong, Interlake-Gimli 
MLA Derek Johnson, local organiza-
tions and businesses, families and 
academic institutions provided bursa-
ries and scholarships to help the grads 
pursue post-secondary education. 

Vice-principal and teacher Shelly 

Dankochik turns the tassel on a 

student’s cap, offi  cially pronouncing 

her a graduate.

Continued from previous page
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By Patricia Barrett
Riverton Collegiate graduates 

walked away from high school last 
week confi dent in their ability to 
achieve anything they set their minds 
to.

The high school and the Evergreen 
School Division celebrated the grads’ 
success during a diploma and awards 
ceremony held June 26 at the River-
ton Hall where family and friends 
cheered them on.

As the graduates start the transition 
to life beyond the familiarity and com-
fort of the collegiate’s walls, principal 
Erin Furgala provided some words of 
wisdom and inspiration.

She recognized the grads for put-
ting in years of hard work and hav-
ing commitment and determination 
to earn their diplomas despite some 
ups and downs along the way, which 
included the emergence of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic and serious societal 
issues. And as they move through life, 
they, like everyone else, will have to 
face diffi  cult situations from time to 
time.

“Graduates, the years of your high 
school experience have been riddled 
with adversity, with global events 
including the COVID-19 pandemic, 
economic hardships and racial in-

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY SARA URUSKI PHOTOGRAPHY
Riverton’s class of 2023: Cory Martin Adam, Keegan Barkman, Onyx Bonkowski, Katie Collins, Shanice Cook-Thomas, Melissa 

Helgason, Tessy Hudson-Dyck, John Jonasson, Landon Keller-Gislason, Camry Kornelsen, Olivia Magnusson, Morgan Marks, 

Brody Maxwell, Kyla McKay-KaKegamic, Jared Podlaski, Blake Rundle, Juel Sigurdson, Linda Spigiel, Cameron Urquhart, 

Deanna Kitsch, Miranda Gislason, Enda Green and Precious Mitchell.

Linda Spigiel celebrates her diploma 

and awards.

The Sophie Hurdal Memorial Bursary 

was presented to Onyx Bonkowski.

Erin Furgala presented Juel Sigurdson 

with the Governor General’s Academic 

Medal. 

Riverton Collegiate grads can do anything they set their minds to

Continued on next page
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Riverton Co-op (204) 378-2251

 

Graduate Award  
Kyla McKay-Kakegamic Arborg Riverton Band & Choral Bursary
Linda Spigiel Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton Bursary
 Derek Johnson Citizen Scholarship
 Elements CTS Scholarship
  Westshore Community Foundation Award
  UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship
Camry Kornelsen Erosion Control Award
  Katelyn Friesen Memorial Scholarship
Morgan Marks Margrèt Bjarnason Memorial Scholarship (Canada Iceland Foundation)
 Margaret Johnson Memorial Bursary
 C.U.P.E 3164 Scholarship
 Elements CTS Scholarship
Miranda Gislason Interlake Auto & Tractor Parts Award
Katie Collins Jarred Gislason Award for Sustainable Community Development
Onyx Bonkowski Sophie Hurdal Bursary (The Winnipeg Foundation)
 Evergreen School Division Award
 Riverton Co-op Bursary
 UM Queen Elizabeth II Entrance Scholarship
 U of M Chown Centennial Entrance Scholarship
Juel Sigurdson Arborg Agricultural Society Scholarship
 Evergreen Teacher’s Association Scholarship
 Governor General’s Academic Medal
Brody Maxwell Stefan V. and Run Sigurdson (The Winnipeg Foundation)
  Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton Bursary
  Elements CTS Scholarship
  Evergreen School Division Award
John Jonasson Berger Peat Moss Bursary
Olivia Magnusson Riverton Elks #530 Bursary
  Hnausa Harbour Authority
  Elements CTS Scholarship
Tessy Hudson-Dyck Berens River First Nation Community
Edna Green Poplar River First Nation Community
Precious Mitchell Poplar River First Nation Community
 
 

Riverton Collegiate Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries

Superintendent/CEO Scott Hill addresses the Riverton graduates.

Riverton Collegiate grads Morgan Marks, Camry Kornelsen, Keegan Barkman, 

Olivia Magnusson and Tessy Hudson-Dyck.justices,” said Furgala. “What does 
it mean to cope with adversity? It 
means that you eff ectively deal with a 
very diffi  cult situation; it means you 
either work through or work around 
problems in a way that keeps your 
life in balance. Overcoming adversity 
is about taking an honest look at your 
own knowledge and skills, acknowl-
edging your shortcomings and work-
ing to improve them every day.”

In addition to utilizing their inner 
strength to deal with adversity, Fur-
gala said resilience includes reaching 
out to others for support and devel-
oping a sense of belonging.

Creating key connections with oth-
ers — a basic human need — will 
help the grads live a more fulfi lled 

life, she said, and that entails face-
to-face interactions rather than social 
media, which studies have shown 
to be harmful in some ways, includ-
ing its ability to “disconnect” people 
from themselves, from others and 
from nature.

“In today’s age we live busy lives, 
trying to strike a balance between 
work, school, hobbies, self-care and 
more. Often, our social connections 
fall by the wayside,” said Furgala. 
“But connecting with others is more 
important than you might think. So-
cial connection can lower anxiety and 
depression, help us regulate our emo-
tions, lead to higher self-esteem and 
empathy, and actually improve our 
immune systems. By neglecting our 
need to connect, we put our health at 
risk.”

She told the grads that they’re brav-
er than they believe, smarter than 
they think and “loved more” than 
they know, and that they should take 
pride in how far they’ve come and 
have faith in how far they can go.

Evergreen School Division Supt. 
Scott Hill said the division’s over-
all mission is to help students learn 
to become contributing citizens of a 
democratic society, with the freedom 
to make mistakes and learn from 
them.

“Graduates, we’ve tried to make 
your school experience one in which 
you were able to make many mistakes, 
in a safe place and among people who 
care about you, and for you to learn 
from those mistakes,” said Hill. “This 
ability to safely make and learn from 
mistakes may get a bit trickier as you 
move into adulthood without a group 
of people like this group here today 
surrounding you.”

He encouraged the grads to stick 
with people who care for them and 
care for others as that’ll provide them 
with a solid support system as they 
venture out into the world.

“Keep or grow a group of people 
around you who truly care about 
you,” said Hill. “It’s important for 
you to be part of someone else’s 
group of caring people, too.”

Graduate Juel Sigurdson, who 
earned the Governor General’s Aca-
demic Medal for having the highest 
grade point average in Grade 11 and 

12 courses, delivered the valedictory 
address. 

She saluted her fellow grads for 
achieving their diplomas and for the 
lessons they learned from each other. 

“Graduation marks the end of one 
chapter and the start of the next, that 
chapter being the rest of our lives. This 
is incredibly exciting and some of us 
have it all fi gured out. But I want you 
to know if you haven’t, that’s OK, too. 
When we do have it all fi gured out, 
I know this amazing group of gradu-
ates will achieve success in whatever 
we decide to pursue,” said Sigurdson. 
“I believe this because over the years 
I have spent with this class, we have 
become a family of beautiful, caring, 
extraordinary young adults, and we 
can do anything we set our minds to.”

Sigurdson thanked the grads’ family 
and friends and the community for 
their support. And she paid tribute to 
the “incredible staff ” at Riverton Col-
legiate for having their best interests 
at heart. 

“We wouldn’t be standing here to-
day without all the amazing lessons 
they have shared with us. We have 
been lucky enough to be supported 
and pushed to achieve success in our 
Manitoba education,” said Sigurdson. 
“We will not only take the education-
al lessons we have learned, but all of 
the life lessons we have been taught 
throughout the years, and we’ll cher-
ish those lessons for the rest of our 
lives.”

The Municipality of Bifrost-River-
ton, local organizations, businesses, 
families, academic institutions and 
Berens River and Poplar River First 
Nations provided bursaries and 
scholarships to help the grads pursue 
future educational goals. 

Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton
329 River Road, 

P.O. Box 70, Arborg, MB  R0C 0A0

1-204-376-2391

Continued from previous page
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By Jennifer McFee
The pride was palpable when the 

procession of Ashern grads took their 
places during their convocation cer-
emony at the community’s hall. 

On Saturday, June 24, crowds gath-
ered at Ashern Centennial Hall to 
celebrate the 2023 graduating class of 
Ashern Central School.  

The 27 graduates rose for a rendi-
tion of O Canada and then listened at-
tentively to a congratulatory address 
from Lakeshore Supt. Darlene Willetts. 

“Over the years, you’ve grown not 
only academically but also as individ-
uals. You’ve forged friendships that 
will last a lifetime, experienced both 
triumphs and setbacks, and discov-
ered your passions and interests,” she 
said. 

“And let’s not forget those unforget-
table school moments — the activities, 
the hilarious inside jokes and the un-

EXPRESS PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY TRACY KINKEAD
Congratulations to Ashern’s graduating class of 2023: Kobe Anderson-Shorting, 

Nicky Eiriksson, Katherine Gagaluk, Warrick Gunther, Kierra Hickman, Andrew 

Johnson, Keyra Johnson, Miranda Kehler, Mishayla Kehler, Porter Kehler, Kaden 

Kippen, Morgan Mantik, Aviah Marsden, Patrick McIvor, Brenna Nickel, Darby 

Pischke, Mirlynn Pruden, Samantha Reykdal, Isaiah Richard, Braylynn Rudolph, 

Jonah Shorting, Shane Sisson, Zoie Spence, Kiara Stark, George Taylor, Kaydence 

Tindall and Chardonnay Veroneau.

Kierra Hickman received the Profi ciency Award.

Governor General’s Award winner 

Katherine Gagaluk.

Ashern community celebrates 2023 grads
22   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, July 6, 2023

  

Non-Graduate Name Award Donor 
Carrie Gibson  ACS Appreciation Award  Ashern Central School 
Landen Kiesman  Electricity/Electronics 40S  Rhoda Freeman 
Kalder McPherson  Vehicle Systems Part 1 40S  Ashern Otto Shop Inc
RJ O’Sullivan  Essential Math 40S  Talbot & Associates 

Graduate Name  Award  Donor 
Nicolas Eiriksson  Second Highest Academic in Automotive Technology  Whitetail & Walleye Game & Fish Association
 Second Highest Academic in Automotive Technology Bumper to Bumper
 Valedictorian  Ashern Elks
Katherine Gagaluk  Governor General Award
 Pre-Calculus 40S  Ashern Esso
 Top Academic  Sharptail Motor Inn
 Entering College/University  Graymont Western Canada
Warrick Gunther  Music 40S  ACS Band Program
 Musical Achievement Award  Moosehorn Community Club
 Electricity/Electronics 40S  KCL General Repairs 
Kierra Hickman Biology 40S  Rhoda Freeman
 Physics 40S  Rhoda Freeman
 Drama 40S  Rhoda Freeman
 French 40S  North Interlake ATV Club 
 History 30F  RM of Siglunes Scholarship in Memory of Lorne Park
  Top Female Athlete Alf Cuthbert PAC
 Lakehsore Profi ciency Award  Lakeshore School Division
 Deserving Student  David Pischke Memorial Fund
 Scheske Family Award  Carl Szczerski & Family
 Drug & Alcohol Abuse Award  The late Eric & Hilda Hjartarson
 Derek Johnson Citizenship Award  Derek Johnson, MLA
 Student Leadership Award  ACS Staff 
 Second Highest Academic  Ashern Petro 
 Entering College/University  West Interlake Watershed District
Andrew Johnson  ELA Transactional Focus 40S  Moosehorn Consumers Co-op
 Most Improved  Camper Hall
 Top Academic in Automotive Technology  Bumper to Bumper
 Top Academic in Automotive Technology  International Brotherhood of Boilermakers
Keyra Johnson  Family Studies 40S  A.M. Bruce Drilling
 Entering a helping profession  In Memory of Linda Fletcher 
 Entering College/University  Lakeshore Teachers’ Association
Miranda Kehler  Most Congenial  Ashern Legion 
Mishayla Kehler  Deserving Student  Rhoda Freeman 
Porter Kehler  Top Male Athlete  Ashern Insurance Agencies 
Kaden Kippen  Woodworking 40S  Ashern McMunn & Yates 
Morgan Mantik  Future in Agriculture  Dodd’s Siding 
Brenna Nickel  Visual Arts 40S  North Interlake ATV Club
 Excellence in the Arts  Rhoda Freeman
 Valedictorian  Ashern Elks
Isaiah Richard  Most Improved  Camper Hall 
Jonah Shorting  Perserverance Award  Rhoda Freeman 
Shane Sisson  Future in Agriculture  Dodd’s Siding 
Zoie Spence  Deserving Student  In Memory of Linda Fletcher 
Kiara Stark  Foods & Nutrition 40S  Ashern Chicken Chef 
George Taylor  Deserving Student  Ashern Eye Care – Dr. Robert Yale 
Kaydence Tindall  Dual Diploma in Apprenticeship – Motor Vehicle Body Repairer  Roadrunners Auto 
The Governor General’s Medal, established 1873, recognizes students who have achieved the highest academic average. 
On behalf of the Governor General of Canada, we are pleased to announce Katherine Gagaluk as the 2023 recipient. 

Ashern Collegiate Scholarships, Awards and Bursaries forgettable fi eld trips. It’s these memories that will 
stay with you long after you walk out those doors 
today.”

She off ered the grads a few sage suggestions as 
they step towards the next stage of life: embrace 
change, never stop learning, be kind and follow 
your passion.

“As I look out at this sea of talented, ambitious 
young individuals, I have no doubt that each and 
every one of you has the potential to make a posi-
tive impact on the world,” Willetts said. 

“You have the power to shape the future, to break 
barriers and to create a better tomorrow.”

She congratulated the class of 2023 and com-
mended them for earning their moment in the 
spotlight. 

“May your futures be fi lled with endless possi-
bilities, and may you always remember the lessons 
you’ve learned here,” Willetts said. “Go forth and 
conquer the world.”

Then principal Tracey Kinkead took the stage to 
deliver some heartfelt refl ections on the bittersweet 
nature of graduation day. 

“It’s an ending to places, routines and relation-
ships — and it’s a beginning for what all those 
things will now become. There’s sadness for things 

Continued on next page



ASHERN CENTRAL GRADUATION 2023

Arnason Funeral Home
28 - 1st Ave N, Ashern, MB

1.204.768.2072

23 Government Rd. Moosehorn  
204-768-2858  

Email: info@grahamdale.ca     
www.grahamdale.ca 

Congrats
All Around!

We wish each and every one
of you a happy graduation!

(Ashern office) 
204-768-2641

(Eriksdale office) 
204-739-2666

www.rmofwestinterlake.com
RM of West Interlake

Kobe Alexandre Louis 

Anderson-Shorting

Mishayla Hope
Kehler

Mirlynn Denelle
Pruden

George Edward James
Taylor

Miranda Haven
Kehler

Darby Lauren
Pischke

Kiara Daisy
Stark

Nicky David
Eiriksson

Porter Walter
Kehler

Samantha Heather Anna
Reykdal

Kierra Leigh
Hickman

Aviah Winter Storm
Marsden

Jonah James
Shorting

Warrick Marlin
Gunther

Morgan Norman Kevin
Mantik

Braylynn Madison Lanita
Rudolph

Katherine Anne
Gagaluk

Kaden Marek Douglas
Kippen

Isaiah Joseph Joel 
Richard

Chardonnay Amira Yvette Mildred Eileen
Veroneau

Keyra Mae
Johnson

Brenna Autumn
Nickel

Zoie Alexa
Spence

Andrew Dean Bjorn
Johnson

Patrick Harold
McIvor

Shane William George
Sisson

Kaydence
Tindall
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Ashern’s valedictorians Nicky Eiriksson 

and Brenna Nickel.

Kaydence Tindall, Kiara Stark, Samantha Reykdal and 

Chardonnay Veroneau.

we wish didn’t need to end. There’s anticipation, excitement 
and uncertainty for what comes next,” she said. 

“Above all, on this day, there’s the celebration and honour-
ing of what you’ve worked to accomplish over these past four 
years. The achievement of your 30 credits and receiving this 
diploma opens the door for you to now choose what you want 
to do next in life.”

At the same time, Kinkead acknowledged the impact of the 
pandemic on their high school experience. 

“These young people are here on this stage today because 
of their hard work and dedication. They have faced restric-
tions and disruptions to school. They have faced the removal 
of sports, music and fun. They have faced nothing but a video 
screen — and they persevered and they succeeded,” she said. 

Continued from previous page

Continued on next page
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ASHERN CENTRAL GRADUATION 2023

Edward 
Bear

Keiona 
Favell

Brett 
Sinclair

Elizabeth Thick-
foot-Thomas

Lainey 
Cook

Kierstan 
Sinclair

Kayden 
Sutherland

Tyrone Bear-
Meldrum

Easton 
Laroque

Taylor 
Spence

Devine 
Thomas

Ethanial 
Cameron

Julie-Ann 
Mccorrister

Shanice 
Stevenson

Tanisha 
Wilson

Dorian 
Cameron

Hailey 
Mccorrister

Shane 
Stevenson

Tanisha 
Williams

Adam 
Cameron

Jewel 
Manningway

Zachary 
Spence

Kadence 
Webb

Makayla 
Cochrane

Kaitlyn 
Sinclair

Troy 
Stevenson

Stephan 
Cameron

Crishay 
Scott

Ethan 
Stevenson

24   The Express Weekly News   Thursday, July 6, 2023

Ashern’s graduating class line up for the offi  cial ceremony. 

“Now they’re leaving us for the next stage 
in their lives. They do so with the founda-
tion they’ve gained here, and they do so with 
their natural gifts and talents, of which this 
particular group has many. On this stage are 
musicians, actors, athletes, scientists, writ-
ers, builders, fi xers, inventors — and they are 
only just beginning to realize those strengths 
that will lead them to the next arena they’ll 
have the opportunity to enter.”

She encouraged the grads to bravely enter 
the arena of life without waiting for the per-
fect moment to embark on new adventures. 

“Don’t wait until you feel confi dent that you 
can’t fail. I don’t believe that time ever comes 
for most of us, and if you wait for perfect, all 
those beautifully imperfect learning opportu-
nities will pass you by,” Kinkead said. 

“These last four years have been a foun-
dation to prepare you for what is next, but 
it’s just the start of what will be a lifetime of 
learning — and what that next learning will 
be now becomes yours to choose.”

In parting, she shared her wish for all the 

Ashern graduates on their important day. 
“Find what you love and do it well,” 

Kinkead said. “Walk into the arena, show up 
and dare greatly.”

Next, valedictorians Brenna Nickel and 
Nicky Eiriksson shared a speech fi lled with 
gratitude for the parents, teachers and friends 
who helped them along the way to this mile-
stone moment. They refl ected on memories 
and fun times of their years with their peers, 
eliciting smiles and laughter — and may-
be even a few tears for proud parents and 
grandparents.

The ceremony continued with a slideshow 
presentation and a video address from the 
teachers. 

After that, the graduates were called to the 
stage to receive their well-earned diplomas 
and awards. Kierra Hickman received the 
Profi ciency Award, and Katherine Gagaluk 
earned the Governor General’s Award with 
an impressive average of 94.1 per cent.

Then, for the fi rst time in three years, the 
graduates had the chance to enjoy a celebra-
tory dinner at the hall. Families shared the 
delicious meal together with the graduates, 

who were dressed to impress in sharp suits and colourful 
gowns. 

On behalf of the parents, Jason Nickel shared some wise 
words with the grads, including his daughter Brenna, garner-
ing giggles from the crowd. 

To wrap up the festivities, the graduates took over the hall for 
their Safe Grad party, which surged with energy until the wee 
hours of the morning. 

Continued from previous page



MORWEENA GRADUATION 2023

INTERLAKE MENNONITE FELLOWSHIP SCHOOL – OKNO GRADUATION 2023

FIELDSTONE VENTURES GRADUATION 2023

Ryan 

Dueck

Tajsa 

Klassen

Sara 

Klassen
Tina 

Dyck

Heaven 

Loewen

Abigail 

Hofer

Ethan 

Plett

Nicole 

Friesen

Steven 

Penner

Katherina 

Friesen

Silvia 

Neufeld

Getrude 

Klassen
Alana 

Hofer

Johnny 

Von Gunten

Charrone 

Dueck
Lordes 

Hildebrand

Netha 

Peters
Jake 

Martens
Alexander 

Wiens

Gilbert 

Kornelsen

Kimberley 

Reimer

Fieldstone Ventures - Gimli Campus

 PHOTO SUBMITTED
Pictured left to right:  Rondell Owens, Ken Wall, Dwayne Wipf and Christian Carter. 

Missing from the photo are Rayanne Raycroft and Montgomery Zalys.

Christian 

Carter
Patrick 

McIvor

David 

Waldner

Rayanne 

Raycroft
Rondell 

Owens

Dwayne 

Wipf
Montgomery 

Zalys
Ken 

Wall

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Board chair Lewis Kornelsen presents Gilbert Kornelsen, right, with his high 

school diploma from Interlake Mennonite Fellowship School in Okno. In the 

background, school principal Byron Dueck.
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Saturday, July 22Saturday, July 22

Appearing LIVEAppearing LIVE

IN GIMLI

3 Club Antiqueqqqqqqqq

Live Music • Local Food & More!Live Music • Local Food & More!

Staff 
The Interlake Blue Jays defeated 

the Winnipeg South Wolves 7-4 at 
Charleswood Place last Wednes-
day in Manitoba Junior Baseball 
action.

With the win, Interlake im-
proved its record to 10-11.

The Blue Jays will battle the 
Carillon Sultans on Wednesday 
(7 p.m.) at A.D. Penner Park.

On Friday, Interlake will play 
the Altona Bisons at Access Field 
in Altona. First pitch is 7:30 p.m.

The Blue Jays will then host 
Carillon on Sunday (7:30 p.m.) at 
Quarry Park.

Meanwhile, the Blue Jays are 
still in need of volunteers when 
they host the 2023 22U nationals 
in Stonewall from Aug. 3-6.

A call for volunteers is required 
to help fi ll spots for the follow-
ing areas: entrance gate, souvenir 
table, 50/50 sellers, scoreboard 
operator, scorekeepers (manual), 
pitch count, in-game announcers 
(bilingual), spotters, beer garden 
servers and clean up, parking lot 

attendants, clean up crew and 
general helpers.

For interest in volunteering, 
please reach out to 22u2023cham-
pionships@gmail.com.

In Winnipeg Senior Baseball 
League action, the Stonewall Blue 
Jays defeated the North Winni-
peg Pirates 8-6 at Fines Field last 
Thursday.

Stonewall (6-6) played the Caril-
lon Sultans this past Tuesday but 
no score was available. The Blue 
Jays will take on the Elmwood 
Giants this Thursday (7:30 p.m.) 
at Koskie Field.

The Interlake Orioles U18 AAA 
team was scheduled to play the 
St. James A’s last Thursday but 
no score was posted on the league 
website at press time.

Interlake played the Elmwood 
Giants in a doubleheader this 
past Tuesday but no scores were 
available. The Orioles will host 
Pembina Hills in a doubleheader 
this Sunday at Atree Field. Game 
times are 1 p.m. and 4 p.m.

Interlake Blue Jays 
defeat Winnipeg South

Staff 
The Interlake Impact and Stonewall Unit-

ed have had a lot of really good battles over 
the years.

They had another one last Friday in Win-
nipeg.

The two teams combined for seven goals 
as Interlake defeated Stonewall 4-3 in Mani-
toba Major Soccer League 4th Division ac-
tion.

Impact goals were scored by Dalen Penner, 
Josh Friesen, Eric Plett and Keyler Klassen.

Dante Lorenco, Kevin Capek and Brian 
Penner replied for the United.

Interlake (2-4) played SCM Academy this 
past Tuesday but no score was available. 
The Impact will then take on Southside FC 
July 14 at Shaughnessy Park. Game time is 
8 p.m.

Stonewall (3-4) will battle Central Plains 
FC on Thursday at 7:30 p.m. in Portage la 
Prairie.

Impact defeats 
United 4-3

EXPRESS PHOTO BY LANA MEIER
The Interlake Impact’s Garrett Hillmer goes high in the air against the Stonewall United in MMSL 4th Division action 

last Friday. Interlake won the game 4-3.



SCRAP METAL
BUYING SCRAP 

METAL, CARS, TRAC-

TORS, COMBINES, 

FARM SCRAP, ANY 

METAL MATERIAL, 

ANY FARM MACHIN-

ERY. PH LONNIE AT 

204-886-3407 LVE. 

MESSAGE OR CELL 

AT 204-861-2031.

––––––––––––––––––
Buyer for all farm-

yard scrap, machinery 

and autos. No item 

too large! Best prices 

paid, cash in hand. 

Phone Alf at 204-461-

1649.

FARM MACHINERY
Degalman 70 200 

stone picker, exc. 

cond.; 20.8/42 John 

Deere duals, like new; 

John Deere front 

weight sets to fi t many 

series. Ph 1-204-646-

2560 or 1-431-292-

0042.

––––––––––––––––––
1755 Cockshutt with 

loader and bale fork, 

new rubber, good 

short tractor with cab, 

good condition, ask-

ing $6500. Phone 204-

278-3669.

PROPERTY FOR SALE
Double lot & new 

8’x8’ metal shed, new 

gravel pad. Located at 

Balaton Beach (walk-

ing distance to lake). 

$45,000 obo. 204-642-

7158 call or text.

CONDO FOR 
SALE

2 bdrm., 1 bath condo, 

5 appliances, many 

upgrades inside & out. 

504-5th Ave. South, 

Stonewall. Ph 204-

467-4230 or 204-799-

8447.

HELP WANTED
Farmhand required at 

Stonewall Elk Ranch, 

Balmoral area. Part-

time 2-4 days per 

week, including week-

ends. Valid drivers 

license, will be work-

ing with livestock and 

farm equipment. If in-

terested, text 204-770-

3554.

––––––––––––––––––
Allstar Environmental 
Services, Petersfi eld, 
is currently look-
ing to hire a septic 
truck driver for the 
surrounding areas 
of Matlock, Peters-
fi eld, Sandy Hook and 
Gimli. Full time days 
including a Health 
Benefi ts Plan. Must 
have Class 3 with Air. 
If interested, please 
call: 204-738-2336 or 
email: allstarenviron@
gmail.com

HELP WANTED
ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

EQUIPMENT IS HIR-

ING: Parts Techni-

cians, Service Man-

agers, Agriculture 

& Heavy Equipment 

Techs - Journeyman, 

Apprentices and Sales 

roles. View open roles 

www.rockymtn.com/

careers . Possible re-

location and signing 

bonus offered.

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

Private mortgage 

lender. All real estate 

types considered. No 

credit checks done. 

Deal direct with lender 

and get quick approv-

al. Toll free 1-866-405-

1228 www.fi rstand

secondmortgages.ca

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY

For sale: successful, 

popular print publica-

tion with large, well-

established western 

Canada readership. 

Small production team 

required. Ideal for 

owner-operators or 

integrating into exist-

ing print media opera-

tions. Serious inquiries 

only. Contact: erin@

mbacpa.ca

FISHING
LAKE WPG SOUTH 

BASIN QUOTA WANT-

ED TO FILL OR BUY. 

Please call 204-642-

3050 Chris.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 

fl y? LS Airways Flight 

Academy is the most 

affordable in Canada. 

Recreational, private 

and commercial certif-

icates. We offer fl ight 

training and ground 

school (air law, navi-

gation, meteorology, 

aeronautics general 

knowledge). Call 204-

651-1402.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 

Looking for all un-

wanted fi rearms. Fully 

licensed for both non-

restricted and restrict-

ed. Anywhere from 

individual items to es-

tates. Cash buyer, pay-

ing top dollar. Please 

call or text Adam at 

204-795-2850.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-

LEASES - Have a 

newsworthy item to 

announce? An excit-

ing change in opera-

tions? Announcing a 

scholarship? Though 

we cannot guarantee 

publication, MCNA 

will get the information 

into the right hands for 

ONLY $35 + GST/HST. 

Call MCNA 204-947- 

1691 for more informa-

tion. See www.mcna.

com under the “Types 

of Advertising” tab for 

more details.

NOTICES
SUMMER HIRING? 

SOMETHING FOR 

SALE? HAVING AN 

EVENT? Book your 

Blanket Classifi ed Ads 

NOW in the 32 Weekly 

Manitoba Community 

Newspapers to have 

your messaging seen 

all over the province! 

Call 204-467-5836 or 

call MCNA at 204-947-

1691 for more details 

or to book ads. MCNA 

- Manitoba Commu-

nity Newspapers As-

sociation. www.mcna.

com

HEALTH
Are you suffering from 

joint or arthritic pain? 

If so, you owe it to 

yourself to try elk vel-

vet antler capsules. 

Hundreds have found 

relief. Benefi ts hu-

mans and pets. EVA is 

composed of proteins, 

amino acids, minerals, 

lipids and water. Key 

compounds that work 

to stimulate red blood 

cell production & car-

tilage cell regenera-

tion & development. 

Stonewood Elk Ranch 

Ltd., 204-467-8884 

or e-mail stonewood

elkranch@mymts.net

Reporter/Photographer
Wanted

Are you a natural born storyteller with an eye for 
photography and a passion for community news?
Carman-Dufferin Standard is currently seeking 
a full-time reporter and photographer to join 
its multi award-winning weekly community 
newspaper. 
We are looking for someone who is both 
motivated and passionate about being the best 
outlet of interesting and breaking news stories 
and event coverage in the Carman-Dufferin area 
and surrounding area communities. 

Qualifications: 

or equivalent experience in a related field

interest in social media 

news judgement 

to consistently source and write a wide range 
of stories and cover events in a fair, balanced 
and accurate manner

on a flexible work schedule including both 
evenings and weekends to meet our weekly 
editorial deadline

meetings 

 Knowledge of CP Style and about the Interlake 
and its surrounding communities would be an 
asset 

Please forward your resumé along with 
three writing and photography samples to:

Lana Meier

STANDARD
The Carman-Dufferin

Classifi eds Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today 
- Call 467-5836 or Email 

classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

ADVERTISE YOUR 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

IN THE EXPRESS

ADVERTISE YOUR 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

IN THE EXPRESS

204-467-5836

204-467-5836

   

Supplying, Crushing, Loading 
& Hauling Traffic Material

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
The Rural Municipality of Fisher invites proposals for the 
supplying, crushing, loading or stockpiling, hauling and 
depositing of traffic material onto municipal roads during the 
period ending September 4, 2023.

Proposal forms may be obtained at the Rural Municipality 
of Fisher Office, Friday, July 7, 2023 at 3.00 p.m., 30 Tache 
Street, Fisher Branch, Manitoba.

Proposals must be received by 9:00 a.m. July 17, 2023 at which 
time they will be considered by Council at a Special Meeting.

Envelope must be sealed and marked “Gravel Proposal”.

The RM of Fisher reserves the right to reject any or all 
proposals, to waive irregularities and informalities therein, and 
to award the proposal in the best interest of the RM of Fisher 
in its sole discretion.
 
 Kelly Marykuca, CMMA
 Chief Administrative Officer
 Rural Municipality of Fisher 
 Box 280 
 Fisher Branch, Manitoba R0C 0Z0
 Phone: (204) 372-6393 Ext 4

CALL FOR PROPOSALS

Box 280, Fisher Branch, MB, R0C 0Z0
Tel: 204-372-6393, Fax: 204-372-8470

McSherry Auction Service Ltd

McSherry Online Auction
Ray Caron Construction

Closes Thursday July 27th, 2023 @ 6:30pm
Headingley, MB - 7850 Roblin BLVD.

Contact: Minty 204-981-1685

Featuring; Ford 5450 MFWA with FEL, Mustang 1700 DSL Skid Steer, 18’ 
BH Flat Deck Trailer, 3 PH Equipment, JD Z Trak 20HP Riding Mower, Large 
amount of Good Tools for metal and wood working Items, Hyd. Press, 
Emco Maximat Lathe, Welder, Generator, Acerage Items, Snowmobile, 
Some Household Items

Detailed Listing, Pictures, Viewing + Pick Up Dates & Online 
Bidding Go To - McSherryAuction.com

204-467-1858 & mcsherry@mymts.net
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McSherry Auction Service Ltd

McSherry Online Auction 
Estate of Don Gulewich 

Closing Date; Tuesday August 1st 7:00pm

Stonewall MB 

1 Mile South on Hwy 236 then 1 ½ Miles East 

on Winfield Rd # 7108E

Contact 204-461-0659
Featuring; Sawmill, Haying + Grain Equip., Tractors, Vehicles, Trailer, Farm 
Misc, Lumber, Metal Lathe, Yard + Recreation Items.

Detailed Listings with Pictures, Directions, Viewing + Pick Up 
Dates, Online Bidding Go To;

McSherryauction.com

204-467-1858 & Mcsherry@mymts.net

McSherry Auction Service Ltd

McSherry Online Auction 
 Estate of Jean Wilkinson

Closing Date; Thursday August 3rd, 7:00pm
Oakbank, MB 

2.5 Miles North on HWY 206 Driveway # 66096
Contact 204-793-5493 & 204-793-7471

Featuring; Ford 4600 FEL + 3PH, MF35 3ph, MF 2135 Ind. FEL + 3PH, 
Along with Vehicle, Older Equipment, 3PH Equip. Acreage Misc., Storage 
Freight Boxes, Metal Lathe, Tools, Yard + Recreation, Some Collectibles + 
Household Items

Detailed Listings with Pictures, Directions, Viewing + Pick Up 

Dates, Online Bidding Go To; McSherryauction.com

204-467-1858 & Mcsherry@mymts.net

FIND THE
 RIGHT PERSON 

FOR THE 
POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

204-467-5836



Classifi eds
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

FLYERS

BROCHURES

BUSINESS CARDS

STICKERS

SOCIAL TICKETS

DOOR HANGERS

LETTERHEAD

ENVELOPES

INVOICES
ESTIMATE SHEETS

POSTERS
MEMO PADS
POST CARDS

Everything you Everything you need to promote your businessneed to promote your business
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Eddie’s Gravel Supply Ltd. is Hiring

Competitive Wages, 
Benefi ts

Experience required
204-389-2023

info@eddiesgravel.com
102086 Hwy #9, Wpg Beach, MB

HEAVY DUTY DIESEL 
MECHANICS

Tenders are now being accepted for

1,000 ROUND BALES OF GOOD QUALITY 
UPLAND HAY/ALFALFA GRASS MIX, 

 800 LARGE ROUND BALES OF STRAW
2 SEMI LOADS OF SMALL SQUARE BALES

Smaller amounts considered 
Please quote price per tonne delivered 
to Ashern Auction Mart with a brief 
description of the hay, and a completed 
feed quality test, bales will be moisture 
tested on arrival. Please quote price Bale 
Delivered on straw (Large and Small). 
Also state what the bales are tied with. 
Lowest or any tender not necessarily 
accepted. High moisture bales rejected.

Deadline for tender: July 27, 2023

For more info call: Kirk @ 204-768-0019 (cell)
or send quote to: Interlake Cattlemen’s 

Co-op Assoc. Ltd. (Hay Tender)
Box 599, Ashern, MB. R0C 0E0

Fax: 204-768-3690
Email: icca@mymts.net

Lic. 1128

INTERLAKE 
CATTLEMENS 

CO-OPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATION LTD.

Ashern Auction Mart 
SUMMER TENDERS

The contractor of the successful tender 

will be responsible for the removal of 

manure, hauling and piling or spreading 

of manure either at a location of our 

choosing approx. 2 ½ miles from the 

auction mart or to an alternate location 

if written permission is obtained from 

landowner. 

Tenders to be received by 

July 15, 2023 (4 p.m.) 

Removal of manure to be done by 

August 10, 2023 

For more info call Kirk at 204-768-0019 

Interlake Cattlemen’s Coop Assoc Ltd. 

Box 599 Ashern, MB. R0C 0E0 

Fax: 204-768-3690 

Email: icca@mymts.net 

License # 1128

INTERLAKE 
CATTLEMENS 

CO-OPERATIVE 
ASSOCIATION LTD.

REMOVAL OF MANURE 
From the Ashern Auction Mart

RARE OPPORTUNITY
80 ACRES OF 

VACANT LAND FOR 
SALE BY OWNER
Close to Lake Winnipeg 

in Bifrost Municipality

Email: 

Skyyland8542@gmail.com

Turf Power Plus Garden Tiller

Cement 4 Rise Steps with Railing

4 Drawer Metal Filing Cabinet

Large Office Paintings

Various Computer Components
All items Sold in - AS IS Condition

Written offers only.
Town of Arborg

Email townofarborg@mymts.net

Deadline for Offers: July 11th @ 4p.m.
Visit the website for pictures & details

www.townofarborg.com

FOR SALE – 
BEST OFFER

WANTEDWANTED
SPARE SCHOOL 
BUS DRIVERS

SPARE SCHOOL 
BUS DRIVERS

Lakeshore School Division is currently looking for Spare Bus Drivers 
in all areas of our division.
Did you know:

 
no charge by Lakeshore School Division

 Incentive pay

Mr. Mark Parkes

Successful candidates must complete a Criminal Record/Vulnerable Sector 
and Child Abuse Registry check prior to commencing employment.

204-467-5836

InterlakeGGraphraphicsics
For all your printing 
and publishing needs

FIND THE
 RIGHT PERSON 

FOR THE 
POSITION

with an  

EMPLOYMENT/
CAREERS AD in

204-467-5836

The Express Weekly News Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at The Express Weekly News Classifi ed booking deadline is Monday at 
4 p.m. prior to 4 p.m. prior to Thursday’s publicationThursday’s publication  Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836
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BOOK YOUR BOOK YOUR 
ANNOUNCEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 

TODAYTODAY
• BIRTHDAYS 
• MARRIAGES
• ANNIVERSARIES 
• NOTICES
• OBITUARIES 
• IN MEMORIAMS

• ENGAGEMENTS  

• BIRTHS

• THANK YOUS

• GRADUATIONS

Call 467-5836Call 467-5836

BIRTHDAY

IN MEMORIAM

IN MEMORIAM

Helga
Gudrun Helga Julia Sigurdson

Happy 103rd Birthday
July 7, 2023

-Love from your family

and friends

Kohler, Crystal Layne
February 21, 1986 – July 8, 2006

In loving memory of our

dear daughter and sister

Its lonely here without you,

Our hearts are fi lled with pain,

For life is not the same for us,

Since you were called away.

To hear your voice and see your smile,

And be together in the same old way,

Would be our dearest wish today,

Forever missed, forever loved,

Forever dear and in our hearts

-Your family XOX… 

George Kowalchuk
May 5, 1917 - July 8, 2003

Those we love are never more than a thought 

away,

For as long as there’s a memory,

They live in our hearts to stay.

- Loving you, Eddie and Tom always

and missing you everyday,

your wife, Mary

and your children, Rosalie (Mike),

Lucy (Terry),

(Chris) and (Patty), and their families

GRAVESIDE INTERMENT

Jack Bennet Nelson
The graveside service for Jack Nelson will take place Thursday, July 13, 2023, 12 p.m. (noon) in 

the South Foley Ukrainian Ruthenian Cemetery, Road 104, west of Highway 8 or (Hwy 519 west).

A light lunch will follow at the Winnipeg Beach Legion, 20 Hamilton Avenue, Winnipeg Beach, 

MB commencing at 1 p.m.

Arrangements entrusted to

OBITUARY

Andrew (Andy) Joseph Yablonski
Peacefully on June 27th, 2023 at the Betel Home in Gimli, formerly 

of Fraserwood, Manitoba, Andrew (Andy) Yablonski passed away 

at the age of 91 years old.

Andy was predeceased by his parents Anton and Katherine; his 

brothers John, Walter, Frank, Joe and Peter and his sisters Mary 

Michaluk, Jean Nickarz, Ann Kozera and Angela Graboweski. Andy 

is survived by his sister-in-law Pat Yablonski and numerous nieces 

and nephews.

He was born in Teulon, Manitoba on November 12, 1931 and was 

raised on the family farm in Malonton, Manitoba. Andy became 

blind by the young age of 17 and attended school at the CNIB in 

Toronto and Winnipeg. He had an ear for music and taught himself 

to play the accordion, violin, guitar, harmonica and keyboards. This 

love for music led him to become a member of the Polka Whippers 

band and with this band, and other musical partnerships, he spent many of his years performing 

at weddings, anniversaries and special events. Later in life, he provided musical entertainment at 

local care homes such as at Gimli Betel. Andy never ceased to impress with his musical abilities.

Andy treasured spending time with family and friends and would often walk to visit the many 

relatives and friends residing in the Fraserwood area. Andy welcomed visitors and enjoyed the 

company of his special friends, either by musical jams or by chatting on the phone. Andy touched 

the lives of many people who will remember him with great fondness.

A devoted Catholic, Andy was a member of St Michael’s Roman Catholic Church and rarely 

missed a Sunday mass when he was able to attend.

Funeral Mass will be held on Wednesday, July 5th at St Michael’s Church in Gimli, at 11:00 a.m. 

Viewing will take place prior to the service. Interment at Precious Blood Cemetery in Fraserwood, 

Manitoba. Pallbearers are nephews Joseph Kozera, Danny Kozera, David Yablonski, Michael 

Yablonski, Brian Yablonski and Joe Graboweski.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to a charity of your choice.

Vichnaya Pamyat.

Condolences may be left on his tribute wall at www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

OBITUARY

Cassandra Jeannette May Tindall
December 21, 1993 – June 7, 2023

It is with great sadness that we announce the sudden 

passing of Cassandra Tindall on June 7, 2023 at the 

Lakeshore General Hospital in Ashern, MB.

She leaves to mourn her beloved mother Leslie (Jeremy); 

her fur baby Zoey; grandparents Steven and Kathie; very 

special Aunt Toni (Gary); special cousins Coleton and 

Connor who were like brothers to her, along with many 

many great aunts and uncles, cousins and friends. She 

will also be missed by her extended family Tom and Beth.

Cassie was born in Winnipeg, MB on December 21, 1993 

and was raised, schooled and worked in Ashern. Cassie 

graduated from the Ashern Central School and attended 

Red River Community College, graduating in Photography. She worked at CIBC in Ashern and 

Dauphin and was most recently employed with Access Credit Union in the Moosehorn Branch.

Cassie was a very private person, but if you were known as her friend, you were very special 

to her. She loved to travel and had visited Mexico, Italy, France and the United States. It was the 

ocean that she loved so much. She also liked to go camping, but she had to have hot water! 

When she lived in Dauphin, she liked to go in the Parkland area to take pictures. 

“The Prairie Farm Report won’t be the same.”

A Celebration of Cassie’s life was held at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at the Ashern 

Centennial Hall with Dawn Tober offi ciating. A luncheon followed with a private family burial in 

the Lakeside Cemetery.

As Cassie was a casual person, everyone was asked to attend the celebration dressed casually.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in Cassie’s memory to the Parkland Humane Society, 

Box 805, Dauphin, MB R7N 3B3 or to the Lakeshore Hospital Guild, c/o Julie Bergner, Box 1, 

Ashern, MB R0C 0E0.

Thank you to Dawn Tober for her kindness and support to our family.  Special thanks to John 

and Karen Gray.

Arrangements by:

ARNASON FUNERAL HOME

Ashern - Lundar

1.204.768.2072

1.866.323.3593

Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. 
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Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. 

Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. 

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Audrey Lenore Greenham (nee King)
August 12, 1927 - June 3, 2023

Peacefully on Saturday, June 3, 2023 Audrey Greenham of 

Clarkleigh, Manitoba let go of the hand of her family and reached 

out for God’s hand and her eternal heavenly home.

She leaves to cherish her memory, her children: Wendy (Jim), 

Judy (Bill), Tom (Irene), Norma (Bob), Gracie (Dan) and Lorraine 

(Larry); her grandchildren: Diane, Michelle (Jamie), Wayne (Cora), 

Sheila (Chris), Stephanie (Steve), Bradley (Justine), Lyle (Charity), 

Jill (Scott), Ryan (Andrea), Darcy (Laura), Delaney (Virgil), Jordan 

(Mike), Rachel, Emily, Jeremy (Eva); her great-grandchildren: 

Gregory, Lisa, Alexandra, Ethan, Evan, Tyler, Austyn, Alyssa, 

Brooklyn, Makayla, Jayden, Callie, Aubrey, Nathan, Elsa, Jackson, 

Audrey, Knox, Danica, Morley, Violet, Evelyn and Juliet; her great-

great-grandson Gunner; many nieces, nephews and great friends.

She was predeceased by her loving husband, Morley; her parents, Fred and Emma King; 

sisters, Mary, Evelyn, Ruth, Emma, Helen, Dorothy; brothers, Fred, George, Harry and twin 

brother, Lawrence.

Audrey was born in Winnipeg. She moved to the farm in Clarkleigh with her family when she 

was four years old. She loved to make hay with the horses and we heard lots of stories about 

runaway horses in the hayfi eld. She really enjoyed school, playing baseball and soccer. She 

loved to run, with the colts, after the cows, and at the school and picnic races. She played the 

piano by ear and played for a school choir. She worked at East Meadows Ranch when she was 

a teenager.

Audrey married Morley, June 15, 1946 and they had 58 wonderful years together. She had 

a busy life working on their dairy farm and raising six children. She always made our work on 

the farm fun. We raced with the clock getting work done, played games and enjoyed picnics. 

She loved to mow hay and made the best hayfi eld lunches. She was very involved with her 

grandchildren, hosting many family gatherings, which usually involved a game of soccer.

Mom sewed many of our clothes when we were young. She crocheted, knit and sewed many 

quilts and always had a project on the go. Mom enjoyed watching the Blue Jays and the Jets. 

She maintained a close relationship with her siblings which gave us the gift of a large close knit 

extended family.

After Audrey and Morley retired from dairy farming in 1977 she became more involved with 

the Clarkleigh Friendship Club, working as secretary treasurer. She was very involved in the 

Clarkleigh United Church serving as secretary and then chair for many years. She also took 

tea and coffee for refreshments after church. Mom wrote notes about her childhood and time 

working on the farm. In her notes she wrote ...”The strength that I have from God has helped me 

all through my life.”

Audrey travelled extensively after retiring from dairy farming, visiting family across Canada, 

USA, New Zealand and Europe. She loved her trip to Churchill to visit the polar bears when she 

was 86 years old.

In 2018 Mom moved from the farm to the Lundar Seniors Home. She enjoyed many friends 

there. The family would like to thank all the health care workers for their kind care of our Mom 

over the years. You are greatly appreciated!

We are so blessed to have had such a kind, easygoing, wise and hardworking Mom. We 

will miss her amazing attitude, ready laugh, and great smile! We all remember Mom/Grandma 

standing at the window waving good-bye to us.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made in Audrey’s memory to Lundar Seniors’ Housing, Box 

655, Lundar MB R0C 1Y0, Lundar Seniors Resource Council, Box 430, Lundar, MB, R0C 1Y0 or 

to a charity of your choice.

A private family service will be held on Sunday, July 16, 2023 at Clarkleigh United Church, 

followed by a public Celebration of Life at 2:00 p.m. in the Lundar Legion Hall. Interment will 

follow.

Arrangements by:

ARNASON FUNERAL HOME

Ashern - Lundar

1.204.768.2072

1.866.323.3593

 

David Philp
February 28, 1957 - June 15, 2023

It is with heavy hearts that we share the tragic passing of our 

husband, Dad, Papa, son and friend, Dave Philp.

Left to remember him are his loving wife, Beverley; children, 

Brenna, Nikki (Simon) and Graham (Kristin); grandsons, Mason, 

Finn and Linden; mother, Elvira; father-in-law, Millard; and many 

dear friends.

Dave was predeceased by his father, Ed; sister, Linda; and 

mother-in-law, Erika. 

Dave was born in Toronto and raised in Winnipeg, graduating 

from John Taylor Collegiate. Dave grew an early love for sports and 

played competitive hockey throughout his childhood and teenage 

years. As an adult, Dave enjoyed weekly basketball games, 

snowmobiling and was dedicated to his English Billiards league. 

At a young age, Dave developed a passion for all things cars. He pumped gas, built his love 

for drag racing at Drag Mart, Drag City and Supershop, and eventually worked 26 years in 

automotive accessory sales with Grandwest Enterprises. It was this love of cars, and the social 

life that came with it, that led Dave to meeting the love of his life, Bev. He would end up selling 

his racecar to buy an engagement ring for Bev. 

Dave and Bev spent 41 years together. Their early days were spent travelling to different drag 

races. They bought a cottage in Gimli and cottage life quickly took over. Dave’s favourite time at 

the lake was Sunday evening, when the neighbourhood would grow quiet and the nicest weather 

would arrive. 

Dave was a loving, fair and tough parent. Above all, Dave was a source of constant support 

to his kids. He supported their schooling, careers, hobbies and passions. His primary focus 

was in helping them build solid and fulfi lling lives. The Philp kids and grandkids were extremely 

fortunate to have been raised by Dave and will feel his absence greatly. 

Hockey continued to play a signifi cant role in Dave’s life. He played rec hockey with his Dukes 

teammates and devoted years to coaching in St. James. He enjoyed bringing his 1975 Dodge 

Camper Van to the arena for pre-and-post game tailgates. He took immense pride in watching 

Graham play and being his private coach from the glass. Dave, when questioned about the 

seriousness with which he approached hockey, would say that “it was not about the hockey”, it 

was about following rules, discipline, and building lifelong connections. 

With the kids grown, Dave and Bev fulfi lled their vision of moving to Gimli and building their 

dream home. Dave found joy in golfi ng, cutting grass, ice fi shing, and tinkering in his shop. 

Dave and Bev began to travel again, sharing hot vacations with friends, and snowmobile trips to 

Hecla with their kids and grandkids. Dave and Bev built a beautiful life together – happy children, 

wonderful friends, shared interests, and most importantly, lots of love. 

Dave was a life-long perfectionist and earned a great deal of pride from the projects he’d 

complete. From rebuilding cars and sleds to building additions to his cottage or home, Dave’s 

work was immaculate. He took great care in maintaining his yard and loved to take in the views 

from his deck.  

The Philp family would like to thank our community, neighbours and friends for the outpouring 

of support over the last few weeks. It has been both overwhelming and humbling.  We would also 

like to thank the Gimli Car Club for your kindness during this diffi cult time.  

Please join us to celebrate Dave’s life at the Ambassador Conference Centre, Canad Inns 

Garden City (2100 McPhillips Avenue, Winnipeg) on July 7, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. A reception at 

Tavern United will follow immediately after.

In lieu of fl owers, please consider donating to Gimli Minor Hockey in Dave’s honour. 

In recent years, Dave lost two dear friends – Greg and Harold – and felt these losses deeply. It 

is our hope that Dave has reunited with his buddies and that they are cheers-ing a cold OV to all 

of us who are left to remember them. We love you. 

Condolences may be left on his tribute wall at www.gilbartfuneralhome.comCall 204-467-5836 Call 204-467-5836 or or 
classifi eds@expressweeklynews.caclassifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

Remember Your Loved Ones 
with an Announcement in the 

Classifi eds  Announcements
Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - 
Call 467-5836 or Email
classifi eds@expressweeklynews.ca

OBITUARY

Michael Wayne Bellinger
It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Mike 

Bellinger of Gimli, Manitoba on May 25, 2023 with family by his 

side.

Mike will be greatly missed by his wife, Kirsten Valgardson, and 

his step-children, Cameron Parisien and Rianna Parisien. He is also 

survived by his mother, Cecile Bellinger; his sister Debbie, brother-

in-law Ben Pelletier, his nieces Chantal, Shanda and Melanie; his 

brother Greg, sister-in-law Bev Bellinger and nephews Greg Jr., 

Jasper and Sterling. Mike is also survived by his father-in-law and 

mother-in-law, Vaughan and Connie Valgardson; his sisters-in-law 

Anjie Valgardson, and Maren and John Gnall and their two sons, 

Eric and Jamie.

Mike was born in Quebec City in 1968 but lived most of his life 

in Ottawa and Brockville, Ontario. He was employed by Northern 

Cables. He and Kirsten had only recently relocated to Gimli to be near family and enjoy lake life. 

He had an abiding interest in cars of all kinds, but mostly “muscle cars”.

Cremation has already taken place and a funeral service will be held on July 14, 2023 at 4:00 

p.m. at Gilbart Funeral Home in Gimli. A celebration of life will follow at the Royal Canadian 

Legion in Gimli.

Condolences may be left on his tribute wall at www.gilbartfuneralhome.com
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Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. 

19046 Ukrainian Park Road
Camp Morton, MB

204 376 5177
204 642 2980

Intglass@mymts.net

Glass Specialists Construction

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!

204-762-5431

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

BizCards
To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836

R.S. SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sales - Installations - Service 
Help With TV and Internet 

Satellite Systems.
Russell  204-376-2757

Ph: 204-641-5266
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

SHERLOCK
TREE REMOVAL

Licensed Arborists
Fully Insured – Claim Free

30 years Experience

Vince
861-0487
Darren
861-0028

ALICEROOFING LTD.
Complete Roofi ng Service

Licensed & Insured
www.aliceroofi ng.ca 204-757-9092

George Stefiuk
32 Years Experience
Decent Prices for Decent Products

**Batteries Always on Sale**
Starter Repairs
New Alternators
Electric Motors
Battery Chargers
Solar

All Electric Sales
& Service Inc.

311 Main Street
Arborg, MB R0C 0A0

Phone: 204-376-5003
Email: allelec@mts.net

Summer Hours: Mon-Fri 8-6; Sat 8-4; Sun 10-2

Prestige Party 
Tent Rentals

Phone: (204) 793-4121
Email: kuca69@live.ca

Can deliver anywhere 
in the Interlake. 

Ph: 204-739-3392

NEW OR 
USED 
SEA 

CONTAINERS 
FOR SALE 

20’ or 40’

204-407-7656
Seniors Discounts

Free Estimates
Fully Insured

Heating & Cooling
Commercial & Residential

 Electric & Gas Furnaces  Air Conditioning & Refrigeration 
 Heat Recovery Ventilators 
 Geothermal Heat Pumps 
 Custom Sheet Metal  Electrical

Serving the Interlake for Over 25 Years!
 24 Hour Service  1.204.642.5600

futuremechanicalsystems@hotmail.com

RENT ME -
GIMLI RENTALS

gimlirentals@gmail.com

204-206-0276 Teulon, MB

CNJ
STUCCO

ACRYLIC
and

OBITUARY

Aileen Agnes Blyth (Lane)
1933 – 2023

It is with profound sadness that our family announces the 

passing of our much loved mother, Nana, Sweetheart, Great Nana 

and friend.

Aileen was predeceased in 2010 by her loving husband, Bill.

Mourning her passing are her children Len (Joyce) and Janice 

(Ron Gulay); her grandchildren and their families: Lee and Jayme 

(Tucker and Beckett), Betsy and Paul (Millie), Trevor and Lisa 

(Annika, Espen and Ivy), Allana and Adam (Jase and Aubrey) and 

Shawn and partner, Jade.

Aileen was born in Winnipeg in 1933 and lived in Thunder Bay, 

Brandon and Winnipeg making many friends along the way. Always 

a very proud Winnipegger and Manitoban, Aileen was a staunch 

supporter of the Winnipeg Jets and the Winnipeg Blue Bombers. 

She was happiest surrounded by her family in the Interlake or at the cabin at Gustafson’s Resort 

on Longbow Lake where she summered for many years with her grandchildren by her side.

The family wishes to acknowledge and thank the many medical professionals and caregivers 

who supported her in recent years. Thank you to the staff and doctors at the Arborg PCH.

In lieu of fl owers, a donation may be made to a charity of one’s choice in Aileen’s memory.

OBITUARY

Dorothy Germaine Bjornson
On June 27, 2023, at the age of 78, our Mother and Amma 

Dorothy Germaine Bjornson (nee Leach) was reunited at the gates 

of heaven by her life long love Buddy Bjornson. As heartbroken as 

we all are, we take comfort believing Mom and Dad are together.

Mom leaves behind her son Kevin (Angela) and daughter Theresa 

(Jason). Amma leaves behind her most special treasures – her 

grandson Carter (Carrigan) and great-granddaughter Leddy and 

granddaughter Miya and we cannot forget her beloved fur grand 

babies, Pepper and Bodhi.

Mom was well known for her limitless talents and took great pride 

in the exquisite sewing skills, baked treasures, love of entertaining 

family and friends, numerous fl owers and the huge garden they 

worked on together. However, without doubt, her true passion was 

Carter and Miya. Amma never missed the opportunity to celebrate 

every event, whether school or sports and always had to know what they were involved in.

Unfortunately, three years ago Mom was diagnosed with dementia and she quickly lost many 

of her much-loved skills.

A huge and heartfelt thank you goes to Kin Place PCH in Oakbank for making Moms last years 

as enjoyable as possible. We could not ask for more kind and empathetic staff.

Thank you to everyone for the texts, calls and support during this diffi cult time.

As per our parents wishes, cremation has taken place and a private burial will be held at a later 

date.

Condolences may be left on her tribute wall at www.gilbartfuneralhome.com

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 
Announcements
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204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned

Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the 
Interlake for 56 Years!

EU3200ic
Inverter Generator
Ultra Quiet
3 yr Warranty

WX10TCI
Water Pump
Portable 1”
Lightweight

FG110KIC
Mini Tiller 
9” Lightweight

CRF50F
Dirt Bike
50 CC

CRF110F 110 c.c. 
Dirt Bike
Electric Start 
EFI

F220KICT2
Tiller
Mid-Tine 21”
Easy Start

EU3000ic
Electric Start
Inverter Generator
3 yr Warranty

EU2200itc
Inverter Generator
2200 watts
3 yr Warranty

WB30XT3CI
Water Pump
Utility 3”
Easy Start

F501HK8C2
Mid tine 36”
Multi Drive
Forward & Reverse

CRF125 125 C.C.
Dirt Bike
Electric 
Start, EFI

$325900

$60900

$61900

$240000 $390000

$128900

$60900

$306900 $147900

$78900

$157900

$480000

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE) (ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE) (ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

$300 00 Savings

WB20XT46
Water Pump
Utility 2”
Easy Start

LARGE SELECTION 
IN STOCK NOW
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