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Wheel City Trailer Park Stonewall Trailer Park $134,900 Condo in Stonewall North Kildonan $349,900 Acreage in St Andrews 225 Argyle St Woodlands - prime location in Stonewall COMING SOON! mcklllop ca
$89,900 - Matt -Multiple Offers over list - Brandt $219,900 - Brandt - 11 Offers far over asking $349,900 - Matt $274,900 - Alycia $699,900 - Brandt Stonewall $339,900 3 Bedroom
- Call/Text 204-770-2354 - Call/Text 204-782-8869 - Call/Text 204-782-8869 price! - Brandt - Call/Text 204-770-2354 - Call/Text 204 461-3225 - Call/Text 204-782-8869 - Brandt- CaliText 204-782-8869  (204) 467-8000

THE

Luxury Apartment
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SERVING LUNDAR, ASHERN, ERIKSDALE, MOOSEHORN, FISHER BRANCH, RIVERTON, ARBORG, GIMLI, WINNIPEG BEACH, ARNES, MELEB, FRASERWOOD

EU3000is 4 A
Inverter Generator

Electric Start
3 year warranty
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WB20XT
Water Pump
2” Easy Start

3 year warranty
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STIHL MS170
Chainsaw

Peciebar $19900
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SALES & SERVICE EXPRESS PHOTO BY ANDREW KLAVER, CURLING CANADA
Arborg, MB Gimli's Kerri Einarson captured the 2021 Scotties Tournament of Hearts at Calgary's Olympic Park on Sunday night.

204-376-5233 Team Canada from left, front, Kerri Einarson, Val Sweeting, Shannon Birchard, Briane Meilleur; back, alternate Krysten
Karwacki and coach Heather Nedohin.
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Veteran reporter Roger Newman remembered for his kindness, sense of humour

By Patricia Barrett

Veteran reporter and Gimli resident
Roger Newman passed away on Feb.
19 and it came as a shock to those in
Gimli who knew him — and that’s
practically everyone.

Roger was a fixture on the Gimli
news scene and across the Interlake,
having worked for major community
newspapers and having won many
writing awards. He was also a stal-
wart champion of community causes
through his volunteer work on local
boards and committees.

Lynn Sisterson knew Roger from
the A-Spire Players community the-
atre group, whose board he sat on,
and from the Gimli Unitarian Church,
which rents out its heritage building
to the A-Spire Players, the Gimli Film
Festival and student drama groups.

“] cannot think of a single person
who would have anything unpleasant
to say about the man. He was funny,
he was witty and he wrote very inter-
esting articles,” said Sisterson, who
handles rentals for the church.”I think
Roger was just, by nature, a kind man
who had a real talent for writing. I al-
ways remember reading his articles
and thinking to myself that I have to
phone him and tell him, “That’s exact-
ly what I was thinking.””

Sisterson said she was aware Roger
hadn’t been writing as much in the
past year or so as he typically had and
missed his insights into the human
condition, local happenings and the
political scene.

“I enjoyed his articles whenever they
were in the paper. They were always
insightful and full of information,”
said Sisterson, who grew up in Gimli
and moved back after retirement.”Oc-
casionally, in the last few years when
I did run into him, I would always say,
‘Hey, I'm missing your articles.” It’s
so sad he’s gone. I'll keep him in my
thoughts and remember his witty re-
marks.”

Gimli council’s Deputy Mayor Rich-
ard Petrowski said he knew Roger for
decades through sports, committees
they happened to be sitting on togeth-
er and through council coverage. Rog-
er had even covered Petrowski’s dad,
Edwin Petrowski, when he served on
council in the “80s and “90s.

“I have a lot of memories of Roger,”
said Petrowski. “When I was around
18, I'd play pick-up volleyball at the
elementary school and Roger would
play with us.”

It was Roger’s sense of humour that
stands out most in his mind, he said,
as he “always had something witty to

mitty

If you see this guy this month, congratulate him on
25 years of employment at Smitty’s Furniture in Arborg.

Thank you to Rene Sutyla for being an
essential part of our husiness’s success.
Your contributions to this company are greatly appreciated!
Thank you for your positive attitude and hard work.
- Larry and Darlene Kornelsen and staff

FURNITURE & APPLIANCES

321 Main St., Arborg

204-376-5242
1-800-361-4156

www.smittysfurniture.net
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Roger Newman (centre, standing) with some members of his family at
a Machine de Cirque performance on Gimli Beach in August 2018.

say.”

As a political reporter, Roger got to
the heart of the matter and provided
balanced coverage, he said. He was
also a strong advocate through his
columns for the local community.

“He got the story but he always treat-
ed everybody fairly,” said Petrowski.
“I think one of the things he really
wanted to get going was better pub-
lic transportation for Gimli, which
we still don’t have. Roger was a great
advocate for the people when we lost
Greyhound’s bus service to the city.
He was definitely looking out for peo-
ple who didn’t have cars and couldn’t
get to the city.”

Roger was a regular at the Ever-
green School Division Board of Trust-
ee’s meetings, reporting on manage-
ment decisions, the state of education
and highlighting student and staff
achievements.

Former board chair Ruth Ann Fur-
gala said his passion was evident in
his stories.

“] believe Roger was genuinely in-
terested in the events he covered,
whether he asked thoughtful ques-
tions around education finance, board
decisions or profiling students and
special events,” she said.

Roger was born in Winnipeg on
April 12, 1935. After high school he
embarked on a long and varied career
in journalism, taking up posts in Win-
nipeg and eastern Canada, according
to his online obituary notice.

He started out in 1954 as a copy boy
for the Montreal Gazette before work-
ing as a reporter for the Daily Commer-

cial News in Montreal. He then worked
as reporter and news editor for Winni-
peg’s St. James Leader Weekly (1956-1958)
and as a reporter for the Brandon Sun
(1958-1959).

He headed east again to take a job
as city hall reporter with the Kingston
Whig-Standard (1959-1960), before be-
coming the chief legislative reporter
and business editor at the Winnipeg
Free Press (1960-65). He also served as
news director for radio station CKOC
in Hamilton, Ont., in 1962.

In 1965 he joined the editorial staff
of the Toronto Globe and Mail, work-
ing first as a reporter for Report On
Business in Toronto and then as the
paper’s Montreal correspondent. He
returned to Winnipeg in 1968 to be-
come the editor of the Manitoba Busi-
ness Journal and business editor of the
Winnipeg Tribune.

In 1971 he launched a freelance ca-
reer that saw him writing for leading
newspapers and magazines for the
next 20 years. He also worked on ra-
dio and TV programs and somehow
found the time to teach journalism
at Winnipeg’s Red River Community
College. In 1990 he became editor of
the local Interlake Spectator until 1995
when he resumed his freelance writ-
ing career on a part-time basis. He
wrote for the Gimli-based Interlake En-
terprise and was lauded around town
for his columns.

When the Enterprise folded about
three years ago, Roger was eagerly
scooped up by the Express Weekly News

Continued on page 7
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Fishermen warning of carbon monoxide danger

Gas-powered heater
thought to be cause
of death of couple

By Nicole Buffie

Fishers on the Red River and Lake
Winnipeg are urging caution while
keeping warm with portable heaters
after an accident that left a Manitoban
couple dead while ice fishing.

A man and woman were found un-
responsive in an ice fishing tent on
the Red River on Jan. 30 and were
later pronounced deceased in hospi-
tal. RCMP believe carbon monoxide,
dubbed “the silent killer,” played a
role in the accident.

Rick Gergatz, a member of the Lake
Winnipeg Ice Report and 20-year ice
fishing veteran, said harm and poi-
soning can happen quickly.

“In the air you breathe, there’s car-
bon dioxide, and there’s about 400
parts per million and you can proba-
bly take 5,000 parts per million before
it has any kind of effect to you,” said
Gergatz. “But when it’s carbon mon-
oxide, it can be as low as 50 parts per
million [to] affect you, and 100 could
kill you.”

Fumes generated from portable
heaters, which keep ice fishing tents
and shacks warm, can quickly build
up in an enclosure causing dizziness,
headaches, shortness of breath and
death in extreme cases.

Gergatz said with the influx of new
fishers looking for outdoor activities
amid COVID-19 restrictions, it’s im-
portant to highlight the dangers of the
undetectable gas.

Rick Wur, the fire prevention officer
for the Selkirk Fire Department, said
while the fatality is the first he’s seen
of this nature, he urges fishers to stray
on the side of caution.

“If it’s an enclosed area with no air
movement, you don’t need very many
emissions to cause problems,” he said.
“If you have some kind of a fuel-burn-
ing device that you're bringing inside,
you need to have it adequately vented
or you're gonna have problems.”

Gergatz said even with ventilation in
place, if there’s not enough air circu-
lation or air flaps on tents freeze it can
make for a dangerous situation.

He noted that most portable and
gas-powered heaters, while meant for
outdoor use, are being sold to fisher-
men without knowledge of the poten-
tial dangers they pose.

“When they sell these propane heat-
ers, it says right on the box ‘not for
internal use, only for external use,”

-

N

~

/

EXPRESS PHOTO BY LANA MEIER

Ice fishers are reminded to keep a carbon monoxide
detector handy after a couple was found dead in their
ice fishing tent on Jan. 30. RCMP believe CO poisoning
was a factor.

Gergatz said.”Well, who would use one outside? Everyone
uses them inside because it’s an easy heat source.”

He said it’s up to both businesses to educate new fishers

on carbon monoxide poisoning when purchasing heaters,
as well as manufacturers to have warning labels on packag-
ing.

In an effort to bring awareness to the issue, Gergatz gave

away carbon monoxide detectors to fishermen on his Face-
book page and encourages all fishers to have one in their
tackleboxes for the next time they head out on to the ice.

“Even if you're just out for the day or fishing in an enclo-

sure for the day: have the flaps open, get some fresh air into
the place, and have a carbon monoxide detector with you,”
he said.

“IFIT'S AN ENCLOSED AREA WITH NO
AIR MOVEMENT, YOU DON'T NEED VERY
MANY EMISSIONS TO CAUSE PROBLEMS."

Feel alone and
need care?
We provide real
companionship!
We treat you like you
want to be treated

Services
« Respite Care at home, hospital or nursing home
« Accompany on walks, outings, doctor appointments, school or work
o Laundry and house cleaning « Bathing, grooming « Hoyer lift experience
» Meal preparation and cooking « Medication monitoring
« Available 24 hours, 7 days a week

Serving Gimli and the Interlake communities
Gimli 204-952-9273 204-822-5522

Toll Free: 1-833-952-9573 www.heavenlycare.ca

www.interlake.mb.ca

ARBORG
204-376-3400 204

GIMLI. SELKIRK

-642-8501 204-482-5806

After the 2020 record breaking year, the
market is still very strong. We’ve got
buyers... If you are thinking about selling,
now’s the time. Give us a call!

ELLEN WYKA
204-376-3400

KATHY MARKS
204-642-8501
Gimli-Fully serviced vacant lot.
Perfect location for your new
home - $37,000

Country home with loads
of updates. 3 bdr 2 bath

New 2021 1414sf
Bungalow / Half acre

on 1 acre. DT1, workshop serviced lot, East Selkirk,

$174900.
Ingrid Bennett
204-642-2089

3 bed 2 bath home on
large treed lot north
of Gimli. Triple garage.
$219,900
John Wishnowski
204-479-1208

Price Reduced in Gimli!
Super family hm,
wrkshp/gar
perfect for hm business/
hobbyist. $239,000!
Laurence Humniski
204-642-8501

Ferry Road, Paved, Quiet
$419k!!
Mike Juba
204-588-7967

Matlock, 3 BR+Den,
Open concept, large lot,
close to the beach,
move-in ready, LP$190k
Jasmin Theobald
204-642-8501

4 bdrm, 3.5 bath family
WATERFRONT home.
Natural Paradise just

south of Gimli. Must See!
Chris Neufeld
204-641-1727

CINDY LITTLE
204-979-3364

LUDA KOZLOVA
204-997-7756
Building lot by Lake Winnipeg

DAVE HUMNISKI
204-642-8501
Miklavik building lots!
Waterfront with access to
Lake Winnipeg.
Starting at $64,000

#229 Hwy. 80 acre site
with super 3 bdrm home.
Outbuildings, fenced.
Call today.

Price adjusted.
29-8 th ave Sandy Hook.
Brand new build.
Super location.

Ashern $99,900, cute &
cozy 1056 sf 3 br,
open layout, 1.5 baths,
AT/1 garage, treed lot.
Dayna Clark
204-461-1347

GRANT HJORLEIFSON
204-461-6400
3 Bdrm/ 2 Bath executive
home in Sandy Hook.
Beachside Rd $425,000

Gorgeous 3 bdrm/2bath
mobile home in Hilbre on
three acres. $89,900

Lakefront 2 bdrm log cabin in
Pine dock, price not a misprint.
74,500

CURIOUS ABOUT
MARKET CONDITIONS?
Let us help create a
strategy personalized
to your needs.

Incentives & financing offered
No time limit to build! $36,990

Building lot by Lake Winnipeg
Incentives & financing offered
No time limit to build! $74,990

4 Acres west of Arborg
1 bed renovated home
with det garage +
large quonset..
Crystal Line
204-232-6200

JUSTIN ZINKOWSKI
204-795-6664

Interlake Real Estate is excited to be utilizing 360° 3D
Interactive Tours to market our properties. This allows us to provide the
highest level of safety to our sellers, our buyers and our Realtors®.
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Peterson and Carmichael voted in by acclamatlon

By Evan Matthews

Two new faces will join the RM of
West Interlake Council and LUD of
Ashern Committee, respectively.

By acclamation — meaning, with-
out ballot — the RM of West Interlake
declared Edith Peterson the Ward 3
councillor and Karen Carmichael as
the newest committee member of the
Ashern LUD.

The newly elected politicians will
serve for the remainder of 2021 and
all of 2022. The election originally
scheduled for March 29 is no longer
required.

Edith Peterson

Having had interest in local politics
for some time, Peterson said there are
things she’d like to see happen in the
community and the best way to get
things done is to get involved.

Advocating on behalf of the RM to
the province is top of mind, 58-year-
old Peterson said, as jobs are continu-
ally moving away from the commu-
nity. Peterson specifically referenced
agriculture jobs and finding ways to
keep those jobs in the community or
creating alternatives.

“Small towns have been dwindling
all across the province. I want to play
a role in proactively having our com-

munity thrive a bit more,” said Peter-
son, noting that her previous experi-
ence with the chamber of commerce
will serve her well.

“I have a lot to learn, and I'm eager
to get started.”

Peterson was born just outside Ash-
ern and has spent much of her life in
the community, having once owned
the local Chicken Chef. She retired in
2017.

The RM’s reeve, Arnthor Jonasson,
said he’s known Peterson the majority
of his life and believes she will make a
great councillor.

“We didn’t previously have repre-
sentation from the Ashern communi-
ty. Our previous representative lived
rurally,” said Jonasson.

“Being from the town, Edith is going
to do a great job of relaying residents’
comments and concerns,”

Karen Carmichael

Having worked in Ashern for 17
years, Carmichael said she and her
family have now been residents for 13
years.

Though she has no previous politi-
cal experience, Carmichael said she
comes from a political family. Her
father was a City of Winnipeg coun-

MILLION

returned
to members’

*Based on 2020 fiscal year

Become a Red River Co-op member for $5 and
start earning equity and cash back on your
fuel, food and pharmacy purchases today.

Red River

Visit a Red River Co-op food store or gas bar
to sign up.

/

Edith Peterson

cillor, she said, as were her paternal
grandmother and grandfather.

“The main project I'll be involved
with is the development of Railway
Park,” said Carmichael.

“I put my name on the ballot be-
cause I always believe (people) should
be involved in their community, and
this is one way of doing that.”

-

Karen Carmichael

Reeve Jonasson said having Carmi-
chael — an educator — is symbolic of
the demographic he feels she repre-
sents.

“Karen is a younger person than
many other politicians,” said Jonas-
son. “It’s important to see (diversity),
and young people taking an interest
in local politics.”

Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake-Gimli

Congriuions

to Kerri Einarson and Team Canada

On winning the 2021 Scotties Tournament of Hearts championship.

The Gimli Curling Club team of Kerri Einarson,
Val Sweeting, Shannon Birchard, Briane Meilleur,
alternate Krysten Karwacki and coach Heather Nedohin.




Submitted by Manitoba government

The Manitoba government is
launching a unique $1-million Green
Impact Bond that will support proj-
ects that help divert organic waste
from landfills, create green jobs and
reduce greenhouse-gas (GHG) emis-
sions, Conservation and Climate Min-
ister Sarah Guillemard and Families
Minister Rochelle Squires announced
Monday.

“We need to take steps to prolong
the lifespan of our landfills and this
Green Impact Bond provides a great
opportunity to reduce organic waste
while growing Manitoba’s green
economy,” said Guillemard. “By re-
ducing organics in our landfills, we
lower the production of methane and
create new, clean-growth job oppor-
tunities.”

The Green Impact Bond is a finance
tool to fund impact-driven projects,
enabling the government to rapidly
innovate and implement new solu-
tions for organic waste and GHG
emissions while sharing risks with
the private sector. This tool brings the
public, private, non-profit and chari-
table sectors together to develop in-
novative solutions to complex prob-
lems that have not been solved by

one sector alone. Through the Green
Impact Bond, a service provider is to
meet agreed-upon outcomes for or-
ganic waste diversion, job creation
and GHG reduction. Investors will
provide up-front funding to the ser-
vice provider. A third-party evaluator
will determine whether the outcomes
have been met and the return on in-
vestment to be paid by the province.

“Manitoba is open for business and
looking for investors to collaborative-
ly develop innovative solutions along-
side non-profit groups, community
organizations and our government,”
said Squires, whose Department of
Families includes the Social Innova-
tion Office. “Through the Green Im-
pact Bond, investors have opportuni-
ties to earn returns of up to eight per
cent on their investments over the
lives of the projects while driving sys-
tem change and supporting scalable
solutions. The Social Innovation Of-
fice allows us to partner across gov-
ernment to get better outcomes and
results for Manitobans.”

Waste and landfills account for 3.3
per cent of Manitoba’s annual GHG
emissions. Manitoba’s landfills are
approaching capacity and by some
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Green initiative to reduce waste, greenhouse-gas emissions

estimates, approximately 40 per cent
of their waste is organic material.
Organic waste produces methane, a
harmful GHG, so diverting organic
waste from landfills will reduce emis-
sions, contributing to the Made-in-
Manitoba Climate and Green Plan
and Carbon Savings Account.
Innovative NRG, a Manitoba waste-
to-energy company, has been chosen
as the Green Impact Bond service
provider. The company will use its
patented and proprietary innovative
technology, branded as Rapid Organic
Conversion (ROC), to process organic
waste such as animal byproducts and
waste-water sludge through a gasifi-
cation process. The ROC technology
is a made-in-Manitoba innovative,
clean-tech solution that vaporizes car-
bon-based waste material. Thermal
energy released in the process is cap-
tured and can heat buildings or water
for industrial uses, thereby reducing
the use of fossil fuels. Waste-to-en-
ergy can be appropriate for materi-
als that do not have landfill diversion
options such as recycling. Innovative
NRG’s waste diversion units will be
installed in the rural municipalities of
Cartier and Rossburn, as well as in the

town of Carman.

“Our ROC innovation represents a
leap forward in reducing GHG emis-
sions and costs, disrupting the exist-
ing centralized waste landfill disposal
system by locating ROC plants at
commercial operations sites to recov-
er their waste energy profitably,” said
Del Dunford, CEO, Innovative NRG.
“By eliminating the need to transport
waste to landfills, we eliminate the
cost and GHG emissions from trans-
portation and landfilling, and take
advantage of a renewable energy re-
source for economic development in
remote and northern Manitoba com-
munities.”

The concept of impact investment is
growing globally. The Green Impact
Bond creates a unique investment
opportunity for those committed to
driving environmental change. Or-
ganizations can now support trans-
formational work while investing
at competitive rates in Manitoba,
Squires noted.

Investors with an interest in sup-
porting leading-edge environmental
projects are invited to learn more by
emailing dir-sio@gov.mb.ca and visit-
ing www.manitoba.ca/sio.

Spring flood risk low across Manitoba

Staff

The risk of any significant spring
flooding is minimal across Manitoba,
according to a provincial report re-
leased last week.

Manitoba’s hydrologic forecast cen-
tre’s spring thaw outlook described
the risk of a major spring high water
event as low in most Manitoba basins,
although it remains somewhat de-
pendent on weather conditions from
now until spring melt.

In the south central region of the
province, there were near to below
normal flows for this time of year on
the Roseau and Pembina Rivers with
a low risk of spring flooding on both
of those tributaries of the Red River.

“Despite the current risk for high
water activity being low this spring,
our government remains vigilant and
prepared and will continue to moni-
tor watershed conditions across the
province,” said Infrastructure Minis-
ter Ron Schuler.

“Our hydrologic forecast centre pro-
vides accurate and timely hydrologic
forecasts, and monitors river flows
and lake levels daily throughout the
year. We have complete confidence
that our government is prepared to
respond to any potential hydrologic
event and ensure the safety of all
Manitobans.”

Due to below normal soil moisture
at freeze-up and below normal to

well-below normal winter precipita-
tion levels, the risk of major spring
high water activity is low for all south-
ern and central Manitoba basins.

The centre also reports the Red Riv-
er floodway is not expected to be op-
erated under normal and favourable
future weather scenarios.

Minimal operation of the Portage
diversion is also expected to reduce
ice related damages on the lower As-
siniboine River, while the Shellmouth
reservoir is currently at its optimal
level to meet water supply needs
while also providing enough storage
for spring high water protection.

Manitoba’s Emergency Measures
Organization will be organizing a se-

o 1 (GiEHTies

° ’ For all your printing

and publishing needs

Everything you need to promote your business
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DOOR HANGERS POST CARDS

Call Today!
204-467-5836
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KEN LOEHMER
FUNERAL SERVICES

ries of spring conditions seminars for
local authorities and emergency ser-
vices personnel with the latest fore-
casts on water levels for the major
water systems in the province, noted
Schuler.

The virtual sessions include one
Monday from 9 to 11 a.m. for the Red
River Valley and tributaries and an-
other Tuesday also 9 to 11 a.m. for the
Assiniboine and Souris rivers and
tributaries and Central Manitoba.

The Hydrologic Forecast Centre
plans to release a second spring thaw
outlook in late March.
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Innovative, impressive and inspiring Interlakers

By Evan Matthews

It’s no secret many of our Interlake
communities are small, in regards to
population.

But some of the biggest and most
ambitious dreams seem to come out
of these communities.

In the last few weeks, we’ve fea-
tured people like Verna Kirkness from
Fisher River Cree Nation. She left
her home to educate young people
— many in residential schools — but
inadvertently became an advocate
for Indigenous rights and eventually
went on to become a scholar at UBC.

Gimli’s Kerri Einarson just won her
second Canadian women’s curling
championship at the Scotties.

There have been stories about Jer-
maine Loewen, originally from Ja-
maica, adopted by a family in Arborg.
Loewen has excelled playing hockey
and now plays for the AHL's Chicago
Wolves, a step away from the biggest
stage in professional hockey.

Morweena’s James Reimer is cur-
rently in the NHL with the Carolina
Hurricanes. Of course, it’s a few years
ago now, but Riverton’s Reggie Leach
played for the Philadelphia Flyers.

Actor Adam Beach is from Ashern.

Look no further than the owner-
ship group of this paper and the risks
they’ve taken to operate a successful
media company with the advertising
support of small business owners ful-
filling their dreams.

Now, this is just a small sample size,
undoubtedly having missed many
well-decorated Interlakers.

The point here is to not list them off
but to emphasize that the Interlake
and its people prove time and time
again: It does not matter how small a
community is; what matters most is
the size of its residents’ dreams and
the ambitions.

Look no further than this week’s
edition to see Teulon’s Megan Steen
participating in an entrepreneurial

endeavour that, simply, does not exist
yet in Manitoba. She and her partner
are taking risks, being innovative and
aggressively chasing their dreams.

Seeing young people go after things
they want in their lives — as opposed
to sitting on their hands, watching life
pass them by — is inspiring.

This is a message to the young peo-
ple who read this paper.

Getting caught up in the day-to-day,
it can be easy to feel like we're small,
insignificant, or that we can’t make a
difference or risk inherently implies
failure.

But if you open your eyes and take
a look around, there are prime exam-
ples right in front of you proving the
notion to be untrue.

Interlakers often like to say,“We are
the heartbeat of Manitoba.”

Just as often, Interlakers prove it to
be true.

Letters to the Editor:
letters@expressweeklynews.ca

Thankful for freedom of the press

Dear Editor,

Just wanted to thank you for your
courage to post opposing letters of
readers! In the last edition, you had
one of Gary Mitchell and Thomas Ver-
duijn.

The one provided a good number of
facts that people otherwise wouldn’t
have heard.

Please keep freedom of press free by
also posting views that are not cur-
rently supported by most politicians
and or medical personnel. People
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should be encouraged to research

and think for themselves. Who and

what is right usually takes time be-
fore truly known.

Thanks again,

Christian Autsema

Roseisle

Hello, I am a retired RN and would
like to commend you on your inclu-
sion of Thomas Verduyn’s excellent
article in your Feb. 25 paper. I resent
media shoving one-sided opinions

down our throats. Keep us informed!
Thank you
Karen Mozdzen

Forty-three years of
nursing and COVID
science

I am writing in response to last
week’s letter entitled“What we know
about vaccines.” I would like an op-
portunity to respond to a few of the
statements made by the author. My

Continued on page 7
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The warmer +2 degrees C. temperatures last week made for enjoyable ice fishing on Lake Winnipeg. Matt
Meier shows off a greenback that he caught near Grindstone. Help us record the weather of the week and
send in your photos of friends and/or families enjoying the outdoors. Email your photo to weather@ex-

pressweeklynews.ca.

> LETTERS, FROM PG. 6

credentials are only 43 years of nurs-
ing and a keen attention to scientific
information available to the public. I
respect the newspaper’s diligence in
publishing a variety of opinions.

In response to“Sadly, the entire CO-
VID story has been predominantly
one of impulsive decisions with no
room for discussion,” we only need
look to the south to witness the huge
cost to lives from inaction or denial of
the severity of this global crisis. This is
unprecedented. I am very proud that
our country moved decisively with
decisions based on the absolute sci-
ence and not opinion.

In regards to “The vaccines have
been approved on an experimen-
tal basis only. No animal tests were
done”: other than a clinical trial,
which I assume the author means by
“experimental,” ] am not sure how he
would propose the safety and efficacy
could be determined. I am thinking
a three-phased human clinical trial
would be far more meaningful than
animal tests. Following the clinical
trial, there is an extremely diligent
review by Health Canada prior to re-

lease in this country. Once again, we
follow the science.

In regards to vaccine side effects be-
ing more dangerous than COVID, I
don’t think this is a fair comparison
when you look at specific symptoms,
recovery rates and mortality.

In regards to“All evidence is point-
ing to the fact that COVID is about
to finish its course and die off,” I cer-
tainly hope the author is correct but I
worry this may be a dangerous mes-
sage to decrease our vigilance, which
has come at a great cost but has also
put us in the place we are at in see-
ing numbers (each number is a life
lost or affected) decrease. It would be
very sad to lose this battle in the home
stretch. I believe the vaccine is a sig-
nificant weapon. Our continued vigi-
lance shows respect to the many thou-
sands of essential services providers
that have risked their own lives in
seeing us through this and the many
businesses and individuals that have
undoubtably suffered significantly.

In regards to “it (COVID) is a rela-
tively minor disease that rarely both-
ers anyone besides the very sick and

old,” I simply believe this is not true
and suspect many families can attest
to the fact that not only have younger
and healthy individuals died or suffer
from long-term complications of this
disease but can also attest to the val-
ue of the very sick and old who have
been lost or affected.

In the article from WSJ.com the au-
thor quoted, this article credits the
vaccine as contributing to the posi-
tive trajectory of immunity in the U.S.
I could not access the second article,
which refers to complaints from lock-
down sceptics and mandatory vac-
cines, but COVID vaccines are not
mandatory. Follow the absolute sci-
ence and make your own decision. I
respect everyone’s right to do so.

- Judy Olson, Warren

Your view matters

The Express Weekly News welcomes
letters to the editor that reflect cur-
rent, relevant issues. We encourage
our readers to submit well-written
and articulate letters that represent
specific points of view on an issue
or that thoughtfully analyze complex

"> VETERAN REPORTER, |
FROM PC. 2

on a freelance basis.

Roger had his finger squarely on
the pulse of his community. He
fought for the greater good, de-
fended basic democratic rights and
spoke up for those without a voice
or who badly needed an advocate.
And he kept politicians” feet over
the fire.

Newmie, as he was fondly called
by many, was witty, courteous and
friendly towards other reporters
— even those who worked for com-
petitor papers. With years of exper-
tise, he often served as a mentor
in the field, sharing tips and tricks
and compliments. He also shared
the odd grievance or two about
work cutting into his robust social
life. During a scrum or question
period at local council, he habitu-
ally let the “youngsters” get their
questions in first before he took
the floor and showed us what poli-
ticians were really afraid of being
asked.

And if your raised hand was over-
looked or your voice drowned out,
Newmie came to the rescue, mak-
ing sure you got your question out
there. He created an atmosphere
of collegiality that’s rare among re-
porters. He was a true gentleman

and a classy guy.

issues and events. Letters to the edi-
tor can start a community conversa-
tion about an issue and can stimulate
public interest. They are a great way to
increase awareness of the issues that
you or your organization are work-
ing for, as well as to advocate for your
cause.

The Express has the right to stay away
from publishing rants, although we
may publish short and to-the-point
letters that make the same points as a
rant might but in a much calmer and
more rational way. We also tend to
stay away from attacks on particular
people (although not from criticism
of the actions of politicians and oth-
er public figures) and anything that
might possibly be seen as libel.

Letters must be signed with the
name of the writer, the writer’s com-
munity and include a phone number
for verification purposes only. People
are limited to one letter per month.
Letters may be edited for length, le-
gality and clarity. Maximum length
is 400 words. Letters can be emailed
to: letters@expressweeklynews.ca or
mailed to Box 39, Stonewall, MB, ROC
270.
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Canal in Willow Creek wetlands gets approval from province to proceed

By Patricia Barrett

A development on Sunrise Drive in
Siglavik will get its unfinished canal
through the Willow Creek wetland
opened after the province approved
the removal of an earthen block that
had closed it off from the rest of the
creek.

Wetland protection group People for
the Preservation of the Willow Island
Coastal Wetlands (P4P) had raised
concerns about the development
about two years ago after a canal was
dug out of the wetland for boat ac-
cess to the lake. That came after the
group estimated that between 1,000
and 1,200 truckloads of earth were
dumped in the wetland to build up
the property to a grade that would al-
low the construction of a dwelling.

The canal, over 100 metres long and
about 25 feet across, had been dug be-
fore the province ordered it stopped
and the earthen block put in place to
prevent it from breaching the wetland
any further. But that changed last
week.

Alerted that the block was being
removed, P4P spokesperson Dr. Mu-
riel Smith contacted the province on
Thursday on behalf of the group.

“That block was put in when they
were digging [the canal] without any
kind of permits. It was stopped be-
cause they didn’t have permits,” said
Dr. Smith by phone.“They were told
they weren’t supposed to do that and
to close up the canal.”

P4P had discovered that two succes-
sive provincial governments — the
NDP in 2014 and the present Conser-
vative government — had authorized/
continued to approve the develop-
ment, which is owned by a Swiss citi-
zen, despite Lake Winnipeg’s coastal
wetlands being protected under leg-
islation.

In August 2019 the landowner wrote

-

N
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The Willow Creek coastal wetlands on Lake Winnipeg are important
habitat for fish and wildlife and a buffer against flooding and pollution

from runoff.

to Gimli council asking for permis-
sion to build a garage on the property.
That was approved by a majority vote
of three to one. In 2020 further work
on the development led to the rupture
of a sewer line. Raw sewage spilled
onto an existing homeowner’s prop-
erty across from the development.

“The sewer incident was caused by a
subcontractor working for Hydro. The
incident was reported to the province
and they did some investigating,” the
RM'’s public works director Darcy
Hjelmeland told the Express at the
time. “If there were any penalties to
be levied, the province would be the
one to issue them. The contractor did
the repairs and the RM witnessed the
repairs.”

Manitoba has lost more than 70 per
cent of its wetlands to development
projects and to agricultural activities
to increase farmland. Wetlands act as
ecosystem buffers by filtering nutri-

ents such as phosphorus from runoff
and sewage, retaining flood water,
providing water during drought, stor-
ing carbon and providing habitat to
fish, wildlife and plants.

P4P went to the Manitoba Ombuds-
man with concerns about wetland de-
struction and the government not fol-
lowing its own legislation. The group
is still waiting for a judgment, said Dr.
Smith. Despite the investigation, work
to open up the canal was approved.

Smith said an engineer in the Envi-
ronmental Approvals Branch of the
provincial department of Conserva-
tion and Climate told her last Thurs-
day the block was never intended to
“permanently isolate” the canal from
the wetland.

“We were told they’re opening the
block in the winter so that it doesn’t
affect any of the habitat,” said Smith.
“The development was built on wet-
land habitat.”

A spokesperson Conservation and
Climate told the Express last Friday the
removal had in fact been authorized
but did not say whether the minister
was aware of the Ombudsman’s cur-
rent investigation.

“The province has been in contact
and closely monitored this project,”
said the spokesperson by email. “In
December 2020, the removal of the
earthen plug was authorized under
very specific conditions.”

The spokesperson said the condi-
tions are as follows:

“Excavation of the plug must occur
under frozen conditions; excavation
must be no deeper than the bottom
of the channel or the previously ex-
cavated area, whichever is higher; ex-
cavated material must not be placed
adjacent to the channel or excavated
area. It may be used as fill to com-
plete landscaping elsewhere on the
property, or removed; damage to ad-
jacent wetland vegetation should be
minimized with respect to machine
access and the excavation of material
- no excavated material must be piled
on wetland vegetation, temporar-
ily or permanently; and the property
boundary of the lot should be verified
before proceeding — work is permis-
sible only on the lot, and is not per-
missible on Crown land.”

The federal Department of Fisher-
ies and Oceans, which oversees fish
habitat, did not respond to a request
for comment.

Dr. Smith said there will potentially
have to be additional digging in the
wetland in order to provide boat ac-
cess to the lake as there is not enough
water behind the block.

“There’s only two feet of water on
the other side of the block,” she said.
“To use a boat, there would have to be
further digging into the Willow Creek
wetland.”

Red River Co-op’s annual equity cheques are in the mail

Submitted by Red River Co-op

Red River Co-op is pleased to an-
nounce an $18.6 million return to its
members for the 2020 fiscal year.

The Red River Co-op’s board of di-
rectors approved an allocation to its
membership of:

4 cents per litre on fuel pur-
chased,
2 per cent on food purchased,
and
4 per cent on the full price of
pharmacy prescriptions.

The downturn in the economy and

lockdowns due to the pandemic im-

pacted the energy industry and Red
River Co-op was not immune. As
significant declines in litre sales oc-
curred Red River Co-op’s manage-
ment team came together and imple-
mented strategies within their control
to protect Red River Co-op’s financial
performance. Both the food stores
and gas bars provided positive contri-
bution to our overall results they were
not able to offset the decline in pa-
tronage from our wholesale’s refining
operations, which resulted in reduced
allocations this year.

“We have faced tremendous chal-

“WE HAVE FACED TREMENDOUS CHALLENGES AS A
COMMUNITY THIS PAST YEAR, AND YOUR RED RIVER
CO-OP IS PROUD TO HAVE BEEN THERE FOR YOU WITH
THE ESSENTIAL SERVICES OF FUEL, FOOD AND

PHARMACY."

lenges as a community this past year,
and your Red River Co-op is proud to
have been there for you with the es-
sential services of fuel, food and phar-
macy,” said Doug Wiebe, CEO of Red

River Co-op.“We thank each of you
for your support in 2020 and we hope
to earn your support in 2021.”

Continued on page 9
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National pharmacare bill sent to ‘parliamentary purgatory’

By Patricia Barrett

A federal bill that would have given
Canadians universal coverage to pre-
scription medication was defeated in
Parliament Feb. 24.

Tabled by NDP MP Peter Julian (New
Westminster-Burnaby), the universal
pharmacare bill (C-213) was opposed
by a majority vote of 295 to 32 during
second reading.

A majority of Liberal and Conserva-
tive MPs, who hold a combined 274
seats in the House, voted against the
bill.

Julian said Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and the Liberal party’s op-
position to national medication cover-
age stands in sharp contrast to their
past and recent election promises and
their throne speech declarations.

“The fact the Liberals rejected the
bill that their own government com-
mission recommended shows that
they’re not serious about public uni-
versal pharmacare,” said Julian by
phone a day after the vote.

He said he didn’t consider their“be-
trayal” a matter of professional jeal-
ousy whereby he jumped the queue,
so to speak, and introduced a bill be-
fore they could. It was, rather, just a
case of “they don’t want to do it.” Had
it passed the House and the Senate
— and there was support for it in the
Senate — the government would have
had to commit to it.

The Liberals want to “profit elec-
torally” from promising universal
pharmacare, said Julian, using it as a
means to get votes because the party
knows “how profoundly the public
supports it.”

“What [Trudeau] wants to do is have
an election and promise it again,” he
said. “The fact is this bill would have
actually delivered pharmacare, forc-
ing the government to negotiate fi-
nancial arrangements and a [national]
formulary.”

A federal government with bulk pur-
chasing power would have substan-
tially lowered the cost of medications
for Canadians; that has been demon-
strated in countries that provide drug
coverage to their populations. Such

power forces pharmaceutical compa-
nies to become competitive, said Ju-
lian.

“Big pharma is very much opposed
to universal pharmacare and it’s very
clear that Mr. Trudeau listens more to
big pharma than he does to the nearly
90 per cent of Canadians that support
public universal pharmacare,” he said.

Before the vote got underway,
Trudeau said his party would not
be unilaterally “imposing” universal
pharmacare on provinces and territo-
ries.

“No Canadian should have to choose
between paying for
their medication or

putting food on the
table. That's why
this  government

has done more over
the past five years
than any previ-
ous government to
lower the prices of
prescription drugs.
And we know there

FOR THEIR

is more to do ...” MEDICATION OR
PUTTING FOOD
ON THE TABLE."

said Trudeau. “But
unlike the NDP, we
will not be impos-
ing in provincial
jurisdiction  rules
that are not worked
out with them.”

Trudeau and the overwhelming
majority of his party went on to vote
against Bill C-213.

The first step to bringing medica-
tion coverage to all is to implement
a bill that establishes a framework
and guiding principles. Once that’s
in place, negotiations with provinces
and territories about what drugs will
be covered and financing can start.
That was the process used to estab-
lish universal health care, said Julian.
Without a framework, there’s no basis
on which you can hold negotiations.

“The idea of [Trudeau] sitting down
with the provinces is just a smoke-
screen. It’s not going to lead to any-
thing that will materially benefit the
millions of Canadians who are strug-
gling to pay for their medication right

“NO CANADIAN
SHOULD HAVE

TO CHOOSE
BETWEEN PAYING

now — particularly during the pan-
demic,” he said.

All three Manitoba NDP MPs —
Niki Ashton, Daniel Blaikie and Leah
Gazan — voted in favour of the uni-
versal pharmacare bill. The province’s
four Liberal MPs — Jim Carr, Terry
Duguid, Kevin Lamoureux and Dan
Vandal — voted against it as did Man-
itoba’s seven Conservative MPs —
Candice Bergen, James Bezan, Raquel
Dancho, Ted Falk, Larry Maguire, Dan
Mazier and Marty Morantz.

Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman MP
James Bezan said C-213 didn’t pres-
ent a cost-effective solution
and that’s why a majority of
MPs opposed it.

“We can all agree that ev-
ery Canadian should have
reasonable access to the
healthcare they need, in-
cluding prescription medi-
cations. If Bill C-213 had
presented a solid, cost-ef-
fective solution to provide
better services to Canadi-
ans, it would have passed,”
said Bezan by email. “The
Liberals have been prom-
ising this for decades. But
almost every Conservative,
Liberal and Bloc Quebe-
cois MP recognized serious
flaws in this bill and therefore voted
to defeat it.”

Bezan said 98 per cent of Canadians
currently have or qualify for a pre-
scription drug plan, according to data
from the Conference Board of Cana-
da. But he realizes some Canadians
still struggle to afford their medica-
tions. Rather than “upending” a sys-
tem that works for the “vast majority”
of Canadians, solutions should be
sought to help those who don’t have
or can’t afford drug coverage.

“No one should have to go without
the medications they need. During
the pandemic, we have seen many
Canadians endure prescription drug
shortages,” said Bezan. “Conserva-
tives believe the federal government
must work with provinces to help
strengthen our domestic pharmaceu-

tical drug supply.”

There was a lot of support across the
country for the bill, said Julian, which
included nurses, physicians, unions
and organizations representing thou-
sands of Canadians.

The Royal College of Physicians and
Surgeons of Canada said in 2019 it
was pleased with the report the Lib-
eral’s advisory council released as it
would “provide their patients access
to prescription drugs they need, re-
gardless of their ability to pay.” The
College also tweeted its support of the
bill last Wednesday.

Reaction to the defeat of the bill was
swift, with many taking to social me-
dia to express disappointment that
their elected representatives opposed
national drug coverage, and many
more proclaiming their support for
it. The Canadian Labour Congress
tweeted that “millions of people are
without benefits and can’t afford their
medications [and] they need help
now.”

A day after the defeat, Julian said the
city of Hamilton “stepped up” to en-
dorse national pharmacare.

“Judging by the social media re-
action, people feel betrayed by Mr.
Trudeau. They feel betrayed by the
Liberal government. It has changed
their perception of this Liberal gov-
ernment being prepared to help,”said
Julian.

The Liberals will likely be held to ac-
count as the majority [apart from two
MPs who supported the bill] are on
the record having voted the bill down,
he said.

Another bill on universal pharma-
care cannot be, under parliamentary
rules, be introduced during the cur-
rent session. But that doesn’t mean
it’s over, said Julian. The bill may be
now languishing in “parliamentary
purgatory,”but it will rise again.

“I think this issue is certainly not go-
ing away,” said Julian. “Given the in-
credible anger and outrage that we’ve
seen on social media across the coun-
try, I think a lot of Liberal MPs will
lose their seat as a result of this.”

The local co-operative has over
312,000 members and will be sending
out cheques totaling $18.6 million in
cash to its membership in Winnipeg
and surrounding communities. The
remainder of equity earned stays in
members’ equity accounts with Red
River Co-op.

In 2020, Red River Co-op complet-
ed the modernization of their food

NG
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store in St. Vital, constructed a new
food store in St. Norbert, rebuilt their
gas bar in Niverville and constructed
a new oil warehouse. The co-op also
introduced an online grocery shop-
ping option at their four food stores
in Winnipeg, and a car wash mobile
app to conveniently purchase wash-
es.

In 2021, Red River Co-op is up-

grading and expanding their Selkirk
gas bar and car wash, constructing a
new gas bar on Lagimodiere Blvd.,
building a new food store at Seasons
near the Outlet Collection and mod-
ernizing their food stores in Lorette
and Gimli.

Giving back to communities is one
of the pillars that makes Red River
Co-op a different kind of business.
Major donations such as $50,678 to

the Bear Clan Patrol with proceeds
from Fuel Good Day were given in
2020, as well as $70,000 for upgrades
to the Selkirk Curling Club from
the Co-op Community Spaces grant
program. This past year $185,911
was given to non-profits and chari-
ties doing great work in the com-
munities Red River Co-op operates
through their Community Invest-
ment program.
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Care-A-Lot For Tots receives $1,000 in Ag Days funding

By Evan Matthews

The early learning center in Fisher Branch will see some
upgrades, thanks to Manitoba’s Ag Days.

With so many of the tots having farmers for parents,
Care-A-Lot For Tots” director Tami Karsin said one of the
parents who accesses the early learning centre’s services
suggested the organization apply to Manitoba Ag Days
Gives Back for funding.

“We’re putting in a rubber mat area in our infant toddler
play area,” said Karsin, noting the early learning centre
will receive $1,000.

“We want the kids to be able to move around a bit better
and more safely. We’ve been planning this for a couple of
years now.”

She noted that the total cost for the project will end up
around $6,000, and the organization applied for more
funding via grants. The RM of Fisher also provided $1,000
toward the project.

With contractors lined up and supplies purchased, Kar-
sin said as soon as the snow is gone, installation of the
rubber mats along the side of the building will begin.

This marks the first time Care-A-Lot For Tots has applied
to Ag Days for funding, a practice Karsin said will be re-
peated in the future.

“We want to thank Ag Days,” said Karsin.“This is a big
help to us.”

The grant to a daycare makes a lot of sense to Ag Days, as
the organization states it takes”great pride”in giving back
to the communities where its patrons and exhibitors live.

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, farmers are working
and community organizations are in need, which the Ag
Days’ leader said the organization is very aware of.

“It was a non-discussion at our board table,” said Han-

Enjoy a new year
without limitations.
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For a limited time, get up to
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nah Minshull, Manitoba Ag Days board mem-
ber and chair of the Ag Days Gives Back Com-
mittee.

She further emphasized the importance early
learning centres have for farm families, enabling
them to farm while their children’s minds and
bodies learn, grow and develop.

“It was unanimous. Everyone wanted to see
our Ag Days Gives Back program continue, even
during a pandemic,” she said.

Manitoba Ag Days takes great pride in giving
back to the communities where our patrons and
exhibitors live. They are one of the last not-for-
profit farm trade shows that are left on the cir-
cuit. Traditionally they host an annual three-day
trade show with complimentary speaker the-
atres, but in 2021 they were unable to host their
event due to the pandemic.

They wanted to make sure that they were still
able to give back to the Ag community so they
hosted an online 50/50 raffle (LGCA- 4206-RF-
35050). Thanks to the support of Manitobans,
they had the most successful 50/50 they have
ever had. The total pot grew to $35,560.00. The
winner, Oksana Iwanchysko, took home $17,780
and $17,780 was added to the Ag Days Gives
Back Community Giving Fund.

“Even with no show, we wanted to give back
some of the show’s success to the communities,

which our exhibitors and patrons call home.
Over the course of the last nine years, we have
given back over $316,000 to assist many amazing
projects that are helping to grow our commu-
nities along with supporting youth agricultural
education throughout the province” stated gen-
eral manager Kristen Phillips.

Since 2020-21 was anything but normal, they
wanted to really focus on communities and
what makes those communities thrive and grow
so all $28,000 in 2021 will go to youth education
and growing our future generations including:

- $10,000 to Agriculture in the Classroom -
Manitoba to create a virtual Manitoba Ag Days
Adventure. With no show, they still wanted to de-
liver this important program to youth through-
out the province and with the grant money, they
will launch the program on Canada’s Agricul-
ture Day — Feb. 23, 2021.

- $3,000 to three annual scholarships ACC Di-
ploma Scholarship.

- $15,000 for 15 Early Learning Centers across
the province including Care-A-Lot For Tots in
Fisher Branch.

In total, 67 early learning centres applied from
all over the province.

The board of directors looks forward to hosting
their annual event in 2022. Save the dates Jan.
18-20, 2022.

" Free child exploitation
digital presentation

~

Submitted by Selkirk RCMP

) Register with Cheryl at choium@lssd.ca or

RCMP Selkirk detachment continues to
see child exploitation cases.

As our youth gain more unfettered ac-
cess to the internet, so too do adult preda-
tors. Cell phones, video game consoles
and hand-held devices can be exploited by
predators online with little risk of detec-
tion. Predators will often use flattery, pity,
threats, embarrassment and persistence to
exploit children online. Police are asking
parents to remain vigilant of their child’s
online activities and educate them on their
online behaviours.

The Canadian Centre for Child Protec-
tion (https://www.protectchildren.ca/en/)
offers parents and children strategies and
information in being safe online in an ever-
changing landscape. Resources in cyberbul-
lying can be found on www.cybertip.ca and
www.protectkidsonline.ca.

The Interlake Sexual Exploitation Edu-
cators (ISEE) will be holding a free digital
presentation on Microsoft Teams on Tues-
day, March 9 from 7 to 8 p.m. and Thursday,
March 11 from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

204-785-8224.

/




‘Snowhen

By Evan Matthews

Bearing a resemblance to England’s
Stonehenge, Komarno has become
home to a few monuments of its own.

Jason “Shoey” Shoesmith, 58, has
been creating ice sculptures at his
home, in the yard, for about five years.
Locally, his sculptures have become
known as Komarno’s Snowhenge.

“It would get cold, and I'd get stag-
nant and I'd have nothing to do,” said
Shoey.

“I go out there, and for two and a
half months, I work on those statues.
But this past week, that little heat-
wave hit,” he said, noting the statues
haven’t fared so well in the warmer
weather of late.

Shoey starts by packing a one-gallon
pail full of snow, tamping it down, cut-
ting the snow brick into pieces (once
frozen) and constructing the statue.
The whole process can take two or
three days to complete one statue.

The tallest statues have gotten as tall
as 12-14 feet high, according to Shoey,
adding how it’s incredible that Moth-
er Nature is able to take them down in
four hours.

But warm weather aside, Shoey said
the process associated with building
Snowhenge is all about weight, mea-
surements and balance.

“I've always been fascinated by the
(engineering) side of things.You can’t
let Mother Nature beat yo.You have to
continue on now and into next year,”
said Shoey, who reconstructed the

/
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Shoey spent two weeks painting a
guitar to top off one of his snow
sculptures.

pieces that remained after the recent
melt.

“I take an old saw, and I saw snow
bricks — which come from my one-
gallon pail — and cut them into piec-
es, so I can use them to construct the
statues.”

He cuts them into halves and then
quarters.

But the best part, he said, is the reac-
tions he sees from community mem-
bers.

“People love it. The kids come down
the highway and wave at me from the
school bus, and the driver slows down
and honks the horn, and then they go
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ge’ sculptures in Komarno
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY JASON SHOESMITH

Jason Shoey is seen on his step ladder, making some minor adjustments

to his statues after a recent thaw.

home to their parents and say, ‘I want
to build some snow statues,” said
Shoey, adding he suspects he may be
the most hated man in the community
by parents.

“It’s -35 and mom and dad are tired,
they’ve been at work all day, and their
little one is in the snowsuit with a
shovel and bucket, and saying, ‘I want
to build statues like Shoey,” he said,
laughing heartily.

With Shoey having a bad leg, he said
he doesn’t feel compelled to snowmo-
bile or participate in other recreation
activities, plus other activities cost a
lot.

-~
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As things warm up, some of the statues have shrunk
in size, but Mother Nature won't slow Shoey down.

Derek Johnson
MLA for Interlake-Gimli

204.641.8525
InterlakeGimliMLA@gmail.com

The Westshore Community
Foundation
is accepting applications for grants
from eligible registered charities.
Application forms at
Westshorefoundation.ca

Mail completed applications to:
Box 395, Gimli, MB ROC 1B0O

APPLICATION DEADLINE

Monday March 15th, 2021
NO LATE APPLICATIONS TAKEN

For more information email
westshorefdn@hotmail.ca
“Building a Lasting Legacy”

Building snow statues is free, accord-
ing to Shoey, as community members
have donated pails to him. He already
had most of his other equipment (like
the saw) and, of course, the snow is
free. Plus, he said it keeps him active.

In the words of Shoey, “It’s better to
build a statue than to be a statue.”

MARKET IS HOT!!

Great time to list your
home or cottage with
Manitoba’s #1 Brokerage
Royal LePage Prime

HAVE BUYERS READY TO
BUY
204-641-4020
“Call for your SOLD sign”
Call or text for a FREE
home evaluation.

Serving the Interlake and Winnipeg

At the end of the quarantine, if you really
don’t like those you live with...
Remember, | am a Real Estate Agent

2020 Master
Sales Award

DARYL CARRY
204-641-4020
dcarry@mts.net

darylca"v' com Units Sold & Total Volume
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Selkirk COVID vaccination super site at old hospltal

By Patricia Barrett

The province announced last week
that the Selkirk super site for COV-
ID-19 vaccinations will be located at
the old Selkirk hospital.

Dr. Joss Reimer, the medical lead for
the province’s vaccination task force,
made the announcement Feb. 24.

“In the next few weeks, we’ll be
opening two new super sites outside
of Winnipeg, which will support the
work of the [vaccination] teams as
well as provide vaccines to the pub-
lic,”said Reimer during a media brief-
ing.”The site in Selkirk will be located
at the former Selkirk & District Gen-
eral Hospital at 100 Easton Dr. We are
anticipating the site will be opening
in early March.”

The Selkirk super site is scheduled
to launch March 5, depending on
vaccine supply. The province also an-
nounced a super site for the Morden-
Winkler area but provided no details
about where it will be located.

Selkirk is about 35 kilometres (22
miles) from Winnipeg. People from the

northern part of the Interlake-Eastern
health region, in communities such as
Gypsumville, Fisher Branch, Riverton
and Arborg, will have to undertake a
round-trip of a few hundred kilome-
tres should they want to be vaccinat-
ed at the super site. People living in
the eastern half of the health region,
in communities such as Beausejour,
Pinawa, Pine Falls and Whitemouth,
will likewise have to travel to Selkirk.

The province has not made any an-
nouncement about establishing“pop-
up” sites in the Interlake or Eastern
portion of the RHA. However, it an-
nounced a few weeks ago that physi-
cians and pharmacies have applied to
help administer the vaccines.

Health Canada approved the two-
dose Oxford [University]-AstraZene-
ca COVID vaccine Feb. 26. After a“rig-
orous scientific review of the available
medical evidence,” the health agency
found no major safety concerns, ac-
cording to a statement on its website.

The World Health Organization says
the Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine has
an efficacy of 63.09 per cent against
symptomatic COVID infections after
the second dose.

Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna’s
COVID vaccines, which also require
two doses and have higher efficacy
rates of 95 and 94.1 per cent, respec-

What's 740/“” story?

We want to hear from you.

The Express Weekly News connects people through
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service?
A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or
expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836

WeeKLY hews

tively, have already been approved by
Health Canada and are currently be-
ing used in Manitoba.

All approved COVID vaccines are
said to reduce the severity of a COV-
ID infection. There’s currently no sci-
entific evidence showing whether in-
oculated individuals can transmit the
virus should they become infected.

The province is asking the public to
refrain from calling its toll-free CO-
VID vaccine booking line (1-844-626-
8222) until their age group is eligible
for a jab.

“To address the possibility of the
increase in numbers at the call cen-
tre, we have expanded the number
of lines available at the call centre to
2,000,” said Reimer. “There are more
than 270 trained agents taking calls.”

If wait times increase, Reimer said
there’s a call-back option so that peo-
ple don’t have to wait on the phone.
When people get through, they’ll hear
an automated recording providing in-
formation about eligibility screening
and will have to answer questions. If
eligible, they’ll be connected with an
agent who will ask additional ques-
tions.

“You will also make a formal decla-
ration of eligibility and after that time
we’ll be able to book your appoint-
ment,” said Reimer.

-
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INTERLAKE-EASTERN

REGIONAL HEALTH AUTHORITY

The IERHA's health facility loca-

tions are shown by major town.

The province hasn't announced

whether IERHA facilities will help

administer COVID-19 vaccines or

whether pop-up sites will be es-
tablished.

Art exhibit ready for viewing

N

_/
EXPRESS PHOTO BY SUSAN HOLFEUER

GimliHigh School Art teacher Kristine Dubois encouragesvisitors to stop
by “The Freeze' outdoor art exhibit that is set up until approximately
March 12 as part of this years' Virtual Gimli Ice Festival 9.5.

The “Northern Lights” artwork created by Gimli Grade 12 visual art
class students, “The Sun Still Rises” created by Grade 11 visual art class
students and the “Trees of Colour” created by Grade 10 visual art class
students can be viewed next to the large igloo created by the Riverton
& District Centre in front the Gimli Art Club.
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Arborg resident celebrates 100 years of adventure and achievement

By Patricia Barrett

An Arborg resident living at the
Mary Thorarinson Estates assisted
living facility is celebrating 100 years
this month and a lifetime of adven-
ture and achievement.

Drew Lambert was born in 1921 in
the United States before moving with
her family to the Interlake where she
has lived in a number of different
communities. She marked a mile-
stone birthday on March 1.

“It’s just a number,” said Drew by
phone last week.

Drew was born in 1921 in Brecken-
ridge, Texas, and she remembers the
joys of living in a region of the state
that had very mild winters.

“] remember playing around in our
yard with just a shift [dress] on,” she
said.”One thing I liked to do in the fall
— our neighbour had walnut trees but
in summer you couldn’t touch them
because they had that hairy casing on
them — was gather the walnuts and
take them home for my family to eat.”

Drew’s dad, Chester Davis, owned
several newspaper companies in the
U.S. In 1913 he founded a Canadi-
an-based newspaper in Shaunavon,
Sask., called The Shaunavon Standard,
which is still operating today. That’s
where he met Drew’s mother, Ina
Dunphy. After her father died, Drew’s
mom moved her and her siblings to a
farm in the Marble Ridge area, north-
east of Fisher Branch where Drew’s
grandfather lived.

Having spent the first nine or so
years of her youth in a temperate cli-
mate, Drew said she found it hard to
acclimatize to Canada’s harsh win-
ters, and she still doesn’t like the cold.
She and her siblings had a number of
chores to do around the farm, includ-

ing gathering wood and getting water.
Girls, at that time, weren’t allowed to
wear long pants.

“Good heavens, girls just did not
wear pants then,” said Drew.“We had
bloomers [knee-length baggy pants
invented in the 19th century]. I dis-
liked wearing bloomers. You wore
them with stockings and the bloomers
came down to your knees and were
very bulky.”

After she completed her senior
schooling in Winnipeg, Drew began
working at the Cadham Lab, which
provided diagnostic services and un-
dertook research.

“We would get swabs and you would
plant the swabs on Petri plates then
watch to see how rapidly bacteria
grew. It was a crude way of finding out
what the infection was, but it worked,”
said Drew. “And time and again, the
resident doctors would get me in and
use me for a guinea pig. They didn’t
hurt me; they made sure nothing hap-
pened to you.”

She said she planned to enter nurs-
ing but got sidetracked by Evert Lam-
bert, whom she married. She was
working at the lab when the Second
World War broke out in 1939. Evert
joined the Royal Canadian Air Force,
working as a navigator to “detect
sounds over the North Atlantic,” said
Drew. She moved back to the States
with their children for a while to be
with relatives.

When the war ended, she and Evert
settled down on a farm near Hodg-
sonville (in the RM of Fisher) and
raised their five kids as well as fos-
tered Drew’s cousin’s son. In the late
1960s, Drew enrolled in nursing and
moved to Winnipeg.

“When I was a kid, I always wanted

tobe a doctor,”said Drew.”But my

-
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7\ family didn’t have the finances to
put me through university to be
a doctor. I wanted to be in medi-
cine in some way or another.”

Drew worked at the St. Boni-
face Hospital and the Winnipeg
General Hospital for a number
of years before moving back to
the Fisher Branch area where she
worked as a nurse in the medical
centre with four doctors.

e N
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Drew’'sgranddaughter
made the cake.
She was also active in
the community, setting
up the Hodgson Royal Y D

Canadian Legion’s La-
dies Auxiliary around
1958 and serving as its
first president.

In the 1980s she moved
to Gillam for a summer job as a north-
ern medevac nurse and ended up
staying for five years. She worked at
the Gillam hospital and was sent on
rescue missions — rain, shine or bliz-
zards — keeping patients stabilized
on a small aircraft that was operated
by a bush pilot. They would follow the
power lines up north, flying the pa-
tient to Thompson or to a hospital in
Winnipeg. At times her patients had
suffered gruesome injuries.

“We had a little girl that supposedly
cut her cheek while her dad was saw-
ing. Her cheek was sawed partly off so
we taped it on and hooked up an IV.
Sometimes the IV would freeze. We
made it to the airport and they took
her on to the hospital from there,”said
Drew.

She and Evert eventually moved to
Stonewall in the 1990s to be closer to
medical facilities after Evert’s health
began to decline. Drew took up com-
munity causes in Stonewall, serving
with the Stonewall Royal Canadian
Legion’s Ladies Auxiliary.

“We fundraised for different causes
and if someone had a fire in their
home. We gave bursaries to students
and had Poppy Day,” said Drew. “We
raised money for the good of the com-
munity.”

After she retired

-
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Drew Lambert watched the parade
from outside the assisted living facility

N

from nursing, Drew
and Evert spent most
of the summer at
their cabin in Win-
nipeg Beach, where
she learned how to
golf. Then she took
up painting, learn-
ing without formal
_/ training. But her ulti-

People congratulated Drew.

mate favourite hobby
was cake-decorating.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY WENDY OSIOWAY
Drew Lambert turned 100 on March 1.

She made hundreds of wedding and
birthday cakes for people.

Drew’s daughter, Wendy Osioway,
said the secret to her mom’s longevity
is living a moderate lifestyle and try-
ing new things.

“Nothing holds her back,” said Wen-
dy, who lives in Arborg. “My mom’s
motto is, “Everything in moderation.’
She has never had to diet and she
never drank much. Everything was
done in moderation.”

To mark her 100 years with COV-
ID-19 safety and prevention in mind,
Drew’s family organized a drive-by
birthday parade for her outside the
Mary Thorarinson Estates last Sun-
day.

“It is very sad mom can’t get togeth-
er with family, but we all definitely
understand,” said Wendy. “She so
misses the visits from her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. But we
are grateful to the wonderful staff at
Arborg assisted living for their care.”

On Monday, staff held a COVID-safe
party for her. Maureen Sigurgeirson,
who manages the assisted living fa-
cility, said Drew wanted to share her
birthday celebration with fellow ten-
ants.

“She wanted to treat all the tenants
at the assisted living to Chinese food,”
said Sigurgeirson.

Sigurgeirson helped organize the
celebration and read a speech on be-
half of Drew’s family. She said she felt
badly that COVID safety protocols
kept them from spending in-person
time with Drew.

“My heart goes out to her family be-
cause on such a milestone birthday
they’re not able to celebrate it as they
should,” said Sigurgeirson. “When
someone is turning 100 years old, they
deserve a party.”
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BRAND NEW SUITES
60% LEASED!

NEWYEAR - NEW ME!

There has never been a better time to sell your home
than in today’s record setting seller’s market!

* Lease a new home in The Renaissance before May 1, 2021
(or sooner) and get the first 3 months FREE.

* The fully refundable entrance loan of $65,000 will be deferred and payable
upon the sale of your home.

* Months 4,5 & 6 lease rates will be 50% due with remaining 50% due on
sale of your home.

* This is the perfect opportunity to downsize, de-clutter and stage your home
for sale to seize that nest egg!

* No need to worry about Realtor showings while your home is for sale!

*Some restrictions apply — suite C & D floor plans only — Please contact our Realtor’s for further details.

SUITE TOURS ARE AVAILABLE BY APPOINTMENT
STARTING AT $1,472.00 MONTHLY ALL IN!
Datce Cloarmmtart Al st - rentacasocaeswrc. VIENTURA
info@rentventura.ca ® 204.799.6286
RentVentura.ca
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BRAND NEW SUITES
60% LEASED!

* The Renaissance offers residents a beautifully appointed main floor party room, complete with
fire place, full kitchen, 85”flat screen tv, and multiple seating areas, including a games table!

* This party room flows outdoors onto an exclusive and fully furnished outdoor patio, complete
with high end outdoor furniture and gas fire places.

* Set amongst the gorgeous oak savannah forest within Quarry Ridge Park.
* Take a stroll into the forest on one of the many trails, or walk along the paths in

Quarry Ridge Park.

FUN FACTS:

 Entrance Loan of $65,000 is 100% fully refundable at the end of the one year lease term
with no restrictions and pays you 3% monthly guaranteed!

e Building features: 9 ft ceiling heights, SS appliances, in-suite laundry, two elevators,
indoor heated parking, garden boxes to garden, pet friendly, and courtyard garden
with seating area out front.

e Fully secured building with security cameras, electronic door access enter phone system,
and live-in building ambassadors who are there to meet your every need!

To schedule an appointment, please contact:

Dalice Clearwater & Al Shrupka - RE/MAX Associates WPG v E N T u RA
info@rentventura.ca ¢ 204.799.6286

RentVentura.ca

15



16 The Express Weekly News Thursday, March 4, 2021

Exploring Manitoba’s Indlgenous herltage

By Katelyn Boulanger

Selkirk resident Jeannie Red Eagle
is once again bringing traditional
knowledge from Manitoba’s first peo-
ple into the forefront allowing both
Indigenous and non-Indigenous resi-
dents the chance to learn more about
the place they call home with Anishi-
naabe Gikinoo’amaagoowinan —The
People’s Teachings program.

“We’ve created nine weeks of online
cultural language teachings, headlin-
ing various Indigenous knowledge
keepers, elders and language speak-
ers,”said Red Eagle.

The program invites all levels of
language speakers to share cultural
teachings with language components
during these online meetings.

This was originally meant to be an
in-person experience but had to shift
to online learning because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. This it turns out
wasn’t necessarily a bad thing for the
program because it now allows more
people the opportunity to join in from
their own homes.

“Now we can take this out to every-
body and this will exist beyond the
program. Because of the taping of the
session, of course, people are going to
be able to continue to learn,”said Red
Eagle.

The group meets weekly on Tues-
day evenings online through Zoom
sessions that will run until the end of
March, but for those that can’t attend

the meeting in person, the sessions
are recorded and uploaded to the
Anishinaabe Gikinoo’amaagoowinan
— The People’s Teachings Facebook
page.

Some of the topics that are covered
by the group are the scared fire, sur-
vival phrases, storytelling, songs and
games. For the final session on March
30, there will be a feast with a pipe
ceremony and closing ceremony.

Because the meal part of the feast
can’t be done in person, a chef will
make meals that will be shared with
unsheltered people in the Point
Douglas area of Winnipeg.

Red Eagle acknowledges that she
couldn’t have done this alone. A grant
from the National Indian Brother-
hood Trust Fund got her started fi-
nancially and partnerships with the
Selkirk Friendship Centre and In-
digenous Languages of Manitoba, a
group that focuses on the teaching
and preserving of Indigenous lan-
guages, were instrumental in bring-
ing this program to residents.

She hopes that interested residents
come forward and join the session
either in person or later through the
Facebook page.

“Right now we’re going through a
period of language reclamation. Lan-
guage reclamation, includes the con-
nection to our roots, a connection to
our identity, a connection to our cul-
ture, heritage and a connection to the

N
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EXPRESS PHOTO BY KATELYN BOULANGER

Jeannie Red Eagle is part of a team offering Indigenous and non-Indig-
enous residents alike the opportunity to learn more about Manitoba’s
first people’s languages and culture.

land. Right now. We need that more
than ever,” said Red Eagle.
To participate, residents are in-

www.facebook.com/
groups/3957953597570210 where all
links and information is available.

vited to wvisit the Anishinaabe
Gikinoo’amaagoowinan — The Peo-
ple’s Teach-
ings  Facebook

page at https://

Province weighing possible changes

to public health restrictions

By Ashleigh Viveiros

Manitobans will find out this week what the next month
and a half of COVID-19 public health restrictions will look
like, as the current orders expire on Friday.

Last week the government put out a call for public
feedback on proposed changes to restrictions, including
increasing capacity limits for gatherings in households
and outdoor spaces as well as in churches, restaurants
and other businesses. Numerous public spaces currently
closed entirely could also potentially reopen with restric-
tions.

The plan is to implement the changes in two phases over
the next six weeks, first as early as Friday and then again
on March 26.

The reopening process must be a cautious one, stressed
Dr. Brent Roussin, Manitoba’s chief public health officer.

“As we continue to battle this pandemic and monitor
for variants of concern, it’s crucial we continue to avoid
the activities that are known to cause the most risk,” he
said.“These are those closed spaces, crowded places, close
contact settings.

“We know we can’t open everything right away. We're
taking a slow and measured approach so case numbers
don’t increase in the weeks ahead.”

On Monday, health officials reported 35 new cases of the
virus and one death.

Continued on page 18
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" St. Laurent Fire Do you want to build a snowman?

Chief talks safety

St. Laurent Fire Chief Roger Leclerc said while
damage to the bin's retraction cover at the
transfer station was minor, it did need to be
replaced.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Snowmen creator siblings Matt and Lexi Lavallee took part in the Winnipeg Beach Snowman
Building contest on Feb. 13. Matt won 1st place for his snowman racer and a $30 Carlos
Cucina gift certificate, while Lexi came in second place for her “It's-too-cold-to-make-an-
actual-SNOWman,” due to the frigid temperatures that weekend. Lexi won a Winnipeg
Beach frisbee.
In lieu of Winnipeg Beach's Wonderful Winter Weekend Festival, fireworks and a snowman
. . . . building contest at the bandstand were planned. But, ultimately, the fireworks were
e oy, e ot proper waste disposal practices | cancelled for public safety reasons and kids were asked to build thelr snowmen at home

On Feb. 20, staff at the transfer station noticed a bin and send in photos.
was on fire, and sprang into action. The St. Laurent
Fire Department responded to the call, according to
Chief Roger Leclerc, who noted the department did
not attend in an emergency capacity.

“We sent one guy in a truck to check it out and make
sure everything was okay. The employee deserves
credit for acting quickly,” said Leclerc, adding the fire
caused damages to the bin’s retraction cover.

“We believe somebody dumped ashes from their
fireplace into the bin. We run into a lot of situations
where people are improperly disposing of their ashes.

“If you do want to dispose of ashes, please put them
in a secure, fire-resistant container, and to the staff
regarding disposal,” he said, noting the department
often sees ashes in plastic bags, which catch fire quite
easily.

When the transfer station’s staff member noticed the
fire, Leclerc said the staff member hopped in a skid-
steer and piled snow on the fire.

In this case, while the bin sustained a little damage,
but Leclerc said it should be salvageable. The retrac-
tion cover needed replacement, which Leclerc said
was a small cost.

But fire risk isn’t just limited to transfer stations, as
Leclerc warned of grass and forest fires heading into
spring. Camping season is around the corner, too, and
he said campfires pose risk if not put out properly.

“Do it in a proper manner,” said Leclerc.”Just never
assume the fire is out.”

. /

By Evan Matthews
A fire at the St. Laurent Transfer Station caused a stir
among locals last month and has prompted officials
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Province invests in fire protection and emergency preparedness

Submitted by Manitoba government

Derek Johnson, MLA for Interlake-
Gimli, is pleased to highlight a recent
provincial announcement of $9 mil-
lion in fire protection grants to protect
Manitobans, including a number of
approved projects in the local com-
munity.

“Our PC government recognizes
the value of effective fire prevention
services in keeping our communities

safe,” said Johnson.“These projects in
our community will strengthen fire
protection and emergency response
services and protect residents and
businesses for generations to come.”

Projects selected to receive funding
in the constituency of Interlake-Gimli
include:

- Grahamdale-Moosehorn - light-

ing kit - $3,500.60

- Grahamdale-Moosehorn - Turnout

Community,
Culture & Heritage

gear and boots - $45,719.10

- Armstrong — 6 SCBA sets and 12
tanks - $60,834.19

- Winnipeg Beach — Construction of
training room in fire hall - $43,000

- Grahamdale-Gypsumville — Turn-
out gear, coveralls, boots -$7,400

- Grahamdale-Gypsumville — Extri-
cation Unit and assorted gear - $22,320

- Grahamdale-Moosehorn - Dryer
for turnout gear - $16,583.33

A Stay Safe 2021 Online Festival Experience

No In-Person Festival Events

Visit: www.gimliicefestival.com
3 Safe & Fun Activities To Participate In For Free!
February 27 - March 7 Register Online At Festival Website

- Bifrost-Riverton — Tanker truck up-
grade: truck chassis, installation of
tank, emergency lighting - $58,500

- Homebrook-Peonan - Sea can stor-
age trailer - $8,500

- Fisher - Set of jaws of life -
$43,293.32

The fire protection grant was open to
municipalities and Northern Affairs
communities through the Depart-
ment of Municipal Relations to sup-
port projects or activities that would
improve fire protection and emergen-
cy response. The fund was originally
set to administer $5 million in grants.
However, due to an increase in appli-
cations received, funding was nearly
doubled to support over $9 million to
assist more communities and projects.

> PUBLIC, FROM PG. 16

Manitoba’s number of active cases
was at 1,171 at press time, including
five cases of the B117 variant.

There were 68 people in hospital
with active COVID-19 and another
116 patients no longer considered
contagious but still requiring care. A
total of 25 ICU beds were filled with
COVID-19 patients, 12 of whom are
still considered infectious.

Manitoba’s death tally was at 896
people on Monday. There have been
29,827 recoveries from COVID-19
over the past year.

In the Interlake-Eastern health re-
gion there were 136 active cases of the
virus with 2230 recovered. The region
has seen 35 deaths.

Breaking it down in our area, Fisher
River/Peguis had eight active cases
on Monday; Northern Remote, 115;
Pinawa/Lac du Bonnet, six; and Pow-
erview/Pine Falls, eight.

Arborg/Riverton, Beausejour, Eriks-
dale/Ashern, Gimli, Selkirk, Spring-
field, St. Clements, St. Laurent, Stone-
wall/Teulon, Unknown, Whiteshell
and Winnipeg Beach/St. Andrews
were all reporting zero active cases.

In related news, the province has
announced that the new vaccination
super sites in Selkirk will be located
in the old hospital, while in Morden-
Winkler it will be located in the com-
munity hall at the Access Event Cen-
tre in Morden.

As of Monday, Manitoba had ad-
ministered 76,670 doses of vaccine,
including 47,780 first doses and 28,890
second doses.

The eligibility criteria continues
to expand, most recently to include
Manitobans born on or before Dec. 31,
1930 and First Nations people born on
of before Dec. 31, 1950.

Up-to-date eligibility details are
available online at www.gov.mb.ca/
covid19/vaccine/eligibility-criteria.
html.



Interlake coup

By Evan Matthews

ATeulon woman is planning to open
a resort near River Hill, the first resort
of its kind.

Megan Steen, 30, said she and her
partner, René Talbot, will open Wild
Skies Resort in May 2021. The couple
— now doubling as business partners
— realized their dream while they
were amidst the British Columbia wil-
derness on Vancouver Island.

“We had been dreaming about cre-
ating a space where people can enjoy
all of our favourite parts of being in
nature,” said Steen, noting Talbot has
ties to Stonewall as well, since his fa-
ther opened the accounting firm Tal-
bot and Associates.

“We were staying in a mini cabin
that had an eight-foot window look-
ing out into the forest. It was at the
tail-end of a full week of nothing but
rain. We were chilled to the bone but
so happy to be just lying there, soak-
ing it in, staring at the trees and the
ferns.

“That’s when things started coming
to life. We thought it'd be further into
the future, but a property fell into our
lap,” she said.

The property is located just west of
River Hills, which is south of Lac du
Bonnet. Steen said there are many
opportunities to connect with nature
in Manitoba, but generally speaking,
people find it a bit inaccessible.

But as a direct result of COVID, she
said people are starting to appreci-
ate what’s in their own backyard a bit
more.

“People always tend
to go west, and I've
been guilty of that,
too,” said Steen. “It’s

a jbit_ of a silver lining, “WE WERE
within COVID, to real- CHILLED TO

ize the beauty around

-
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Megan Steen and René Talbot will
open Wild Skies Resort in May
2021.

Rather, she said Wild Skies is a com-
munity of like-minded people who
appreciate Mother Nature’s “wild
creations”: frost in the morning, a
shooting star, ripples in the water, the
crackle of a wood fire, rain on a tin
roof — a place where clientele can run
around barefoot or jump off the dock
under the glow of the moon.

“People can have their solitude
in the domes or in their cabin, sur-
rounded by forest, or they
can opt for community in
the form of weddings, re-
treats, etc.,” she said.

Talbot has a carpentry
background, and Steen
said he’s in the process of
constructing hammocks

u;the:.e.” i THE BONE BUT that are eight feet by
arting as a wedding eight feet.

photographer over 10 SO HAPPY TO Eventually, each ham-
years ago, Steen said BE JUST LYING mock will be accompa-

the transition to own-

nied with a projector,

ing and operating a re- THERE, SOAKING  steen said, allowing cou-

sort has been surpris- ITIN."
ingly natural. Talbot :
is an entrepreneur in-

volved in a number of

ventures, so she said the couple have
a diverse skill set.

The property will feature various ac-
commodation options, with a couple
of cabins on the properties, geodesic
domes and a space for weddings and/
or retreats, Steen said.

“There aren’t any resorts quite like
this one in Manitoba that we’re aware
of said Steen.

She emphasized Wild Skies will be
more than a glamping resort.

ples to lay in a hammock
in the woods and watch a
movie.

Wild Skies also has
bonfire pits, paddleboards, canoes,
walking trails, snowshoeing or skiing
through the property.

There will be no concierge, accord-
ing to Steen, saying guests will check-
in digitally similar to the way they do
with Airbnb, and then following in-
structions.

For more information, visit wild-
skiesresort.com.
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EXPRESS PHOTOS BY MEGAN STEEN

An aerial shot of the Wild Skies Resort.
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The property will feature various accommodation options, with a cou-
ple of cabins on the properties, geodesic domes.
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Einarson captures back-to-back Scotties

By Ty Di Lello

Back-to-back Scotties champs! That
sure has a nice ring to it for Gimli’s
Kerri Einarson and her team of Val
Sweeting, Shannon Birchard and Bri-
ane Meilleur.

Kerri Einarson (Team Canada) will
hang onto the championship trophy
for another year after defeating Team
Ontario (Rachel Homan) on Sunday
night by a nail-biting 9-7 scoreline at
Calgary’s Olympic Park.

“It means the absolute world to be
abletorepeat.It’shard to doand hasn’t
been done since 2014 (by Homan). So
to do it again, playing against all these
amazing teams, is really hard. I'm just
so proud and honoured to be able to
wear the Maple Leaf again,” said Ein-
arson.

“We were definitely determined to
repeat. We missed out on going to
worlds (cancelled by the COVID-19
pandemic), and we were just so hap-
py to be able to have this event un-
der these circumstances. For Curling
Canada to make it happen was amaz-
ing, and we’re just absolutely hon-
oured to be here right now.”

In the championship final, Einarson
led the way after cracking a big three
on Team Homan in the fifth end to
take a 5-3 lead. Homan fought back by
stealing two in the ninth end to level
the game, but in the final end, Einar-
son didn’t have to throw her last rock
to capture the National Champion-
ship for a second straight year.

“We just really had fun,” said Einar-

son. “We didn’t put any pressure on
ourselves. We just went to go out, re-
lax, do our thing and not worry about
anything else happening around us
or feeling the pressure of being Team
Canada. And I think we did an ab-
solutely amazing job of not putting
pressure on ourselves to feel that we
had to repeat. We just enjoyed every
moment.”

It’s fitting that a Manitoba team won
the event. After all, there were five
teams from the keystone province
competing at the championships.

Altona’s Mackenzie Zacharias was
one of the week’s big stories, making
a highly anticipated women’s debut
after winning last year’s World Junior
Championships. The Altona four-
some finished with a 3-5 record and
just missed out on the championship
pool.

Despite not advancing, Zacharias
was pleased with her team’s perfor-
mance in their inaugural Scotties.

“We want to come back for more. We
didn’t accomplish everything that we
wanted to this week, so we’re going to
be hungry to get back here next year,”
said Zacharias.

“We learned a lot this week. We
pushed ourselves right from the be-
ginning, had a couple of tough games,
and learned from them, and then tried
to get some wins later in the week.”

One of the other stories of the week
was the play of Assiniboine Memo-
rial’s Beth Peterson, with Morden’s
Katherine Doerksen throwing second
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EXPRESS PHOTO BY JEFF MCINTOSH/CP

Kerri Einarson beat Rachel Homan 9-7 to win her second straight
Scotties as the Canadian women'’s curling championship wrapped up

in the Calgary bubble on Sunday.
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EXPRESS PHOTO CURLING CANADA/ANDREW KLAVER

Kerri Einarson’s team celebrates their national championship minutes

after their win.

stones. The Peterson rink upset some
of the top rinks and advanced to the
championship pool. They wound up
finishing fifth in the event with a 7-5
record and narrowly missed out on
the playoffs.

St. Vital’s Jennifer Jones finished
with a 9-3 record. They lost out to Al-
berta’s Laura Walker in a tiebreaker
on Sunday morning. Closing out the
Manitoba teams was East St. Paul’s
Tracy Fleury, skipped by Chelsea Car-
ey, who finished their week with a 6-6
record.

Unfortunately, Einarson won’t get
to represent Canada on the interna-

tional stage this spring at the World
Championships as for the second
straight year, the event has been can-
celled. However, Team Einarson will
return to the 2022 Scotties Tourna-
ment of Hearts in Thunder Bay, Ont.,
as Team Canada and will be looking
to three-peat.

There’s good news for fans looking
for more curling to watch as the Tim
Hortons Brier will begin this Friday
night with 18 teams across Canada
competing in the Calgary bubble.
Representing Manitoba will be Mor-
ris’s Jason Gunnlaugson and West St.
Paul’s Mike McEwen.
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EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED

Gimli's Kerri Einarson captured the 2021 Scotties Tournament of Hearts
at Calgary’'s Olympic Park on Sunday night. Pictured left to right: Kerri
Einarson, Val Sweeting, Shannon Birchard and Briane Meilleur.
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Einarson named Scotties Pl
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It was quite the Scotties Tournament
for Gimli’s Kerri Einarson.

Besides winning her second straight
Scotties Tournament of Hearts cham-
pionship with a 9-7 win over Ontario’s
Rachel Homan on Sunday evening —
which came with a $100,000 top prize
— Einarson was also named the win-
ner of the Sandra Schmirler Playoff
Most Valuable Player Award.

In addition, she was named a first-
team all-star as skip.

The other first-team all-stars includ-
ed third Val Sweeting, Team Canada,
second Shannon Birchard, Team Can-
ada, and lead Lisa Weagle, Manitoba.

The second-team all-stars featured
skip Rachel Homan, Ontario, third
Selena Njegovan, Team Wild Card #1,
second Jocelyn Peterman, Manitoba,
and lead Joanne Courtney, Ontario.

The Marj Mitchell Sportsmanship
Award, determined through a player
vote, went to Quebec’s Laurie St-
Georges.

The Joan Mead Builder’'s Award
(presented by Kruger Products) was
given to Shannon Kleibrink.

This award recognizes a builder in
the sport of curling and is named in
honour of the late CBC curling pro-
ducer Joan Mead.

Kleibrink, who won bronze for Can-

MJHL announces fifth annual

From the MJHL website

The Manitoba Junior Hockey League
officially announced that the fifth an-
nual Prospect Development Camp
will take place in Winnipeg at the
Seven Oaks Arena Complex from July
14 to 18.

The Prospect Development Camp is
by invite only, geared towards current
MJHL prospects born in 2004 and 2005
who are eligible to play in the MJHL
for the upcoming 2021-22 season.

“The MJHL Prospect Development
Camp provides the next generation
of MJHL players with the knowledge
and resources to be successful both
on and off the ice, an experience of
what playing in the MJHL is all about,
and the platform to showcase them-
selves to coaches and scouts from all
levels of hockey,” said MJHL commis-
sioner Kevin Saurette.
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Team Canada’s Kerri Einarson was

named the winner of the Sandra
Schmirler Playoff MVP Award.

ada at the 2006 Winter Olympics, also
has been an active coach in the Cal-
gary area, as well as overseas.

She is a long-time committee mem-
ber of the prestigious Autumn Gold
Ladies Bonspiel in Calgary, most re-
cently as treasurer (for eight years),
and won the Ray Kingsmith award in
2014, signifying outstanding contribu-
tions to women’s curling.

“This event continues to grow in
stature, both on and off the ice, and
we are excited to host this important
league event once again this sum-
mer. When you look across the MJHL
right now, many current players
have participated in this camp with
many more having already moved
on to higher levels of hockey through
this camp and a year in the MJHL,”
Saurette concluded.

The camp activities will emphasize
the elements these players will need
to focus on to transition successfully
from elite minor hockey to Junior “A”
hockey.

In addition to MJHL coaches/scouts,
each year the camp is highly attended
(in-person or virtually) by scouts from
higher levels of hockey including the
WHL, USHL, NCAA, U Sports and
the NHL, providing an amazing op-
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Einarson, right, watches her shot as Ontario’'s Joanne Courtney, left,
and Sarah Wilkes look on during the Scotties’ final on Sunday evening.

Kleibrink was a vice-chair of the
2015 Tim Hortons Brier and 2015 Con-
tinental Cup in Calgary.

This past October, Kleibrink was

hired by Curling Alberta as the di-
rector of community centre develop-
ment.

prospect development camp

portunity for players to further show-
case their abilities.

Players will receive on and off-ice
skill development led by experi-
enced professionals in their respec-
tive fields. The on-ice program will
consist of skill and practice sessions
along with modified games/scrim-
mages. The off-ice portion will cover
elements related to athleticism and

mental skills, as well as the technical
and tactical skills required to play in
the Manitoba Junior Hockey League.
The MJHL will continue to moni-
tor and adjust to public health orders
leading up to the planned event in

July.
Please stay tuned for upcoming
camp announcements including

event schedule and rosters.

What’s 740/”” story?

We want to hear from you.

The Express Weekly News connects people through stories to
build stronger communities. Please share your story ideas at
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836
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HIP/KNEE
Replacement?
Other medical
conditions causing
TROUBLE WALKING
or DRESSING?

The Disability Tax
Credit allows for
$2,500 yearly tax
credit and up to
$50,000 Lump sum
refund.

Apply NOW; quickest
refund Nationwide!
Providing assistance
during Covid.

Expert Help:
204-453-5372

LAND FOR SALE

Grain Farm
12375

4200 acres of pro-
ductive farm land,
additional leased land
available upon request,
grain dryer, machine
sheds, 318,000 bu grain
storage. Near town and
paved hwy.

Contact listing agent
Stacey Hiebert

McSherry Auctions
12 Patterson Dr.,
Stonewall, MB

Online Timed Auctions
@ iCollector.com

Estate & Moving
Closes Wed Mar 10 @ 7:00 pm

Spring Gun Auction
Closes Wed Mar 17 @ 7:00 pm
Over 275+ Guns Already!
Consign Early!

Consignments Welcome!

(204) 467-1858 or
(204) 886-7027
www.mcsherryauction.com
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SCRAP METAL
Buying scrap metal,
cars, tractors, com-
bines, farm scrap,
any metal material,
any farm machinery.
Ph Lonnie at 204-886-
3407 Ive. message or
cell at 204-861-2031.

Buyer for all farmyard
scrap, machinery and
autos. NO ITEM TOO
LARGE! Best prices
paid, cash in hand.
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

Glenko Enterprises (1994) Ltd.

204.371.5930 is looking for

Beef Farm 3 FLAG PEOPLE, LOADER,
12012002073 || GRADER, CRAWLER OPERATORS
Teulon, all in one block. AND A I.OCAI. MECHANIG

Contact listing agent
Sheldon Froese
204.371.5131

for a project near St Martin MB
email glenko@mymts.net
Don at 204-641-1350

Employment Opportunity

Finance Clerk

Applications are invited to fill the permanent, full-time position
of Finance Clerk. This position is based at the Bifrost-Riverton
Municipal Office located at 329 River Road in Arborg, and is
eligible for benefits after 6 months.

Job Summary:

The Finance Clerk is responsible for providing administrative
support in order to ensure that municipal services are provided
in an efficient and effective manner and financial requirements
are addressed in an accurate and timely manner.

The Finance Clerk reports to the CAO and is responsible for
providing financial services in the municipal office. The position
is responsible for day-to-day preparation and processing of
accounts payable and accounts receivable as well as general
accounting duties. The Finance Clerk is responsible for utility
records, including maintaining associated files and records.
The Finance Clerk will provide administrative support including
providing backup for the reception duties, data entry, etc. as
directed by administrative personnel.

Working hours are 8:30 am-12 pm, 1 pm-4:30 pm, Monday
to Friday.

The Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton offers competitive
hourly rates along with extended health, dental, vision and
pension plans.

A detailed job description is available upon request,
and human resource policies can be viewed at www.
bifrostriverton.ca.

Applications will be received until a suitable candidate is found.

Please submit your resume and cover letter in person or by
email to:

Tanis Johnson, CMMA
Assistant Chief Administrative Officer
Email: bifrostriverton @ mymts.net

PROPERTY
MANAGEMENT

Do you own rental
property in Winnipeg?
Are you tired of dealing
with long term renters
and the mess they can
leave? We can provide
you with a different
option to earn a rental
income. Pawluk Realty
204-890-8141.

PROPERTY
FOR SALE
Property for sale -
Gimli, RM (near Silver
Harbour, dry dock,
Snowman trails) - 2
bdrm. 1 bath home on
1/3 acre, septic, well,
det. garage, Sold as is.
$105,000 obo. Thomp-
son - double-wide lot
for sale on town sewer
and water, $30,000
obo. Phone or text

204-307-7625.

LAND FOR SALE

Red Rose/Dallas, MB.
NE 22-29-1W. 160
acres of bush. Asking
$40,000 obo. Excel-
lent for hunting. Con-
tact Leona Hancox at
1-306-693-1060, Sas-
katchewan.

APARTMENT
FOR RENT
Tollak Place has 1 & 2
bedroom suites, locat-
ed at 40 Eveline Street.
Spacious suites, with
F/S, A/C, storage
areas and large bal-
conies; utilities are
included, parking is
extra. Tollak 2 is a 55
plus bldg., river view
apts. with central air,
F/S, DW & microwave;
large storage area
off the kitchen and a
balcony; utilities and
parking extra. Call the
onsite office 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABIL-

ITY.

HELP WANTED

The Window Fac-
tory located in Selkirk
requires a full-time
labourer for produc-
tion/manufacturing
position. Please bring
resume into the office
located at 605 Mercy
St, Selkirk.

LAUNCH your career!
BLAST-OFF Fire-
works requires FT/PT
warehouse  person-
nel for summer posi-
tions. Competitive
wage, great team at-
mosphere,  benéfits,
potential for perma-
nent employment &
advancement. Apply
at 609 Greenwood
Avenue, Selkirk; or e-
mail: hr@blastofffire-
works.ca using sub-
ject “Warehouse”

HELP WANTED

Looking for an EXPLO-
SIVE part-time job?!
BLAST-OFF Fireworks
requires seasonal
“Class 5” delivery driv-
ers. Perfect for the
semi-retired individual:
home nights, schedul-
ing based on demand.
Must possess cus-
tomer service skills,
outgoing personality.
Competitive wage &
benefits. Apply at 609
Greenwood  Avenue,
Selkirk; or e-mail: hr@
blastofffireworks.ca
using subject “Driver”

Like working with
wood and working
close to home? 204
Pallet & Packaging
in Stony Mountain is
looking for full time
production  workers.

WEEKLY NEWS
Book Your Classified Ad Today - Call 467-5836

HELP WANTED
DROP THE BOMB on
a boring summer job!
Red Bomb Fireworks
is seeking part-time

retail managers for
seasonal roadside
retail locations. Du-

ties include: greeting
customers, providing
retail assistance, pick-
ing and processing
orders, and ensuring
retail cleanliness stan-
dards are met. Hours
mainly on weekends,
competitive wage and
benefits package. Ap-
ply at 609 Greenwood
Avenue, Selkirk; or e-
mail: sales@redbomb.
com using subject
“Roadside Retail”

Please support
our advertisers

ASHERN
m hardware
We Are Hiring!

Positions available:

Saturdays.

holder is preferred.

e 3 Full-time Summer Student Sales-
person positions, May 3 - September 4.
Hours and dates flexible, must be able to
lift 50 Ibs unassisted and available to work

Application deadline: April 17, 2021.

e Permanent part-time salesperson and/
or lumber yard worker. Must be able to lift
50 Ibs. unassisted. Class 5 Drivers licence

Please submit resume at #28 Railway
Avenue, Ashern, or by e-mail to
jason.carpenter@homehardware.ca

FARMERS & RANCHERS

Plan to attend the
Complete Herd Dispersal for
T.S. Johnson & Sons LTD.

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Following the Feeder sale
Sale consists of
150 Bred Cows
50% Black, 40% Red & 10% Mixed
(Approximate age of cows — 5 to 10 yrs)
Bred Charolais or Angus (Blacks and Reds)
Calving April 20th
Full herd health program

For more info contact:
Halmar Johnson - (204) 642-2572
Buddy Bergner - (204) 768-0018
Kirk Kiesman - (204) 768-0019
Ashern Auction Mart - (204) 768-2360
(License #1128)

Please call 204-344-

5404 for details. SHOP LOCAL

TOWN OF WINNIPEG BEACH

GARBAGE & RECYCLING
TENDER

For the provision of garbage & recycling collection services
within the boundaries of the Town of Winnipeg Beach for the
period April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2024.

Detailed tender packages complete with specifications will be
available on Tuesday, March 2, 2021 to interested bidders at
www.winnipegbeach.ca.

Completed sealed tenders must be received by noon on Friday,
March 19, 2021 at:

Town of Winnipeg Beach
Attention: Roger A. Bouvier, CAO
PO Box 160, 29 Robinson Ave., Winnipeg Beach, MB ROC 3G0

Questions in respect to the tender can be directed at Roger A.
Bouvier, CAO, 204-389-2698 or cao @winnipegbeach.ca

Direct Support Workers To provide Assistance
To Adults living with a Developmental Disability In the Community

We currently have openings for part-time and casual Direct Support
Workers at our group homes in Arborg. If you are a people person with
a compassionate heart and a desire to be of service at this critical time,
then this might be just the rewarding work experience you are looking
for. Training will be provided on the job, no formal education necessary.
Experience providing care to others in a variety of settings is an asset,
but not a requirement.

This position is about relationship building, and providing support to
our individuals. Working as a team member, your tasks will be varied,
including personal care, community outings and assisting with all
activities of daily living, as needed. Other duties include household
upkeep, daily cooking, and record keeping tasks.

We offer full benefits and pension and a flexible schedule with options
for day, evening, night or weekend shifts. If hired you will be asked to
pass criminal record and child/abuse registry checks.

Please apply in writing to:  Executive Director
Riverdale Place Homes Inc.
Box 968, Arborg MB ROC 0AO

Or email: kfinnson_rph@outlook.com

Application Deadline: March 9, 2021
For more info contact: Kathy Finnson, Exec. Director 204-376-2940, ext. 1




HELP WANTED

The Russell Dental
Centre requires a full
time chairside assis-
tant. Dentrix, cerec
training an  asset.
Please contact our of-
fice 204-773-2769 for
more information. Re-
sumes can be sent to
russelldentalcentre@
mymts.net

MISCELLANEOUS

Having an online an-
nual general meeting?
Advertise it in the 37
MB weekly newspa-
pers and get noticed!
Each week our blanket
classifieds could be
helping your organi-
zation get noticed in
over 340,000 homes!
It's AFFORDABLE and
it's a great way to in-
crease and connect
with our 37 weekly
member newspapers.
For as little as $189 +
GST, get your impor-
tant messaging out!
Call us at 204-467-
5836 to book or email
classified@mcna.com
for details. MCNA -
Manitoba Community
Newspapers Asso-
ciation 204-947-1691.
www.mcnha.com

NOTICES

Urgent press releases
or media advisories
service. Have some-
thing to announce?
A cancellation? A
change in operations?
Though we cannot
guarantee publication,
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right
hands for ONLY $35 +
GST/HST. Call MCNA
204-947-1691 for more
information, or email
classified@mcna.com
for details. www.mcna.
com.

HEALTH

Are you suffering from
joint or arthritic pain?
If so, you owe it to
yourself to try elk vel-
vet antler capsules.
Hundreds have found
relief. Benefits hu-
mans and pets. EVA is
composed of proteins,
amino acids, minerals,
lipids and water. Key
compounds that work
to stimulate red blood
cell production & car-
tilage cell regenera-
tion & development.
Stonewood Elk Ranch
Ltd., 204-467-8884
or e-mail stonewood
elkranch@mymts.net

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Is seeking additional staff for
the following positions:

e Officer/Administration
e Service Technician
e Parts/Counter Person

Experience not necessary but a
definite asset. Benefit plan available.
Apply in person, fax, mail
or e-mail resume to:

276 Ardal St., Box 190,
Arborg, MB ROC 0A0
shachtays @hotmail.com
Ph: (204) 376-5233
Fax: (204) 376-5234

Locally owned and operated.
Serving the Interlake for 55 years.
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LIVESTOCK
Two year old angus

Please support our advertisers SHOP LOCAL

bulls reds and blacks,

good heifer bulls as
well as some bigger
framed bulls. Low
maintenance fed for
longevity guaranteed
breeders, will be se-
men tested and deliv-
ered when you need
them. Ph. 204-278-
3372 Inwood.

Like working with wood and
working close to home?
204 Pallet & Packaging in
Stony Mountain is looking for
full time production workers.

Please call 204-344-5404 for details.

Registered purebred,
polled & quiet, year-
ling and 2 year old
Charolais bulls for

HELP WANTED

sale. Will be semen

tested and can be
delivered. EPDs avail-
able. For more info.
call Ken at 204-376-
2418.

FEED AND SEED

Forage seed for sale:
organic & conven-
tional: Sweet Clover,
Alfalfa, Red Clover,
Smooth Brome, Mead-
ow Brome, Crested
Wheatgrass, Timo-
thy, etc. Star City, SK.
Birch Rose Acres Ltd.
306-921-9942.

March 18, 2021
4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
The College of Midwives of Manitoba
hosts a public meeting once a year.
This meeting provides an overview of
the College and a chance for Q & A.

www.midwives.mb.ca/site/events

For more information email
admin@midwives.mb.ca

WEEKLY NEWS

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

Join this year’s online meeting at

PUBLIC NOTICE
REGARDING THE 2021 FINANCIAL PLAN

Public Notice is hereby given pursuant to Subsection 162(2) of The
Municipal Act, that the Council of the R.M. of Grahamdale intends to
present its Financial Plan for the fiscal year 2021 at a Public Hearing
being held at the Moosehorn Community Hall, 21 Railway Avenue, in
Moosehorn, MB on Wednesday. April 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.

The purpose of this Public Hearing is to allow any interested person
to make representation, ask questions or register an objection to the
Financial Plan as provided.

Copies of the Financial Plan will be available for review on April 1, 2021
and may be examined by any person during regular office hours at the
Municipal Office or on our website at www.grahamdale.ca.

Provincial Guidelines on Pandemic Response System Restrictions at
the Red: Critical level will be enforced. Public participation can be met
through interactive technology or by written submission. Please call
our office for more information.

Dated this 12th day of February 2021.
Shelly Schwitek, CMMA

Chief Administrative Officer
R.M. of Grahamdale

204-467-5836

GIMLI HARBOUR
AUTHORITY

1 EMPLOYMENT
)
i’)) OPPORTUNITY

Gimli Harbour Authority is looking for two responsible, self-
motivated individuals with knowledge of the Gimli Harbour,
Town of Gimli and surrounding communities for the following
positions:

Seasonal Harbour Master Assistant

The successful candidate will have excellent interpersonal
and computer skills, be able to work flexible hours, evenings
and weekends. Responsibilities include managing office
operations, staff, public relations and maintenance. Term of
employment begins May 3rd 2021.

Seasonal Administration and Facility Assistant

The successful candidate requires computer, social media,
retail and customer service skills. Must be available to work
flexible hours including evenings and weekends in an office
and outdoor setting. Responsibilities include office support,
light maintenance and groundskeeping. Term of employment
— Seasonal, start date is flexible.

Call 204-642-2374 or email gimlihm2@gmail.com for further
information. To apply, send resume with a cover letter to
gimlihm2@gmail.com. Closing date: March 15th, 2021 for
both positions.

The Express Weekly News Classified hooking deadline is Monday at 4 p.m. prior to Thursday’s publication Please Call 204-467-5836

NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
SALE OF LANDS FOR ARREARS OF TAXES
TOWN OF WINNIPEG BEACH

Pursuant to subsection 367(7) of The Municipal Act, notice is hereby given that unless the tax arrears for
the designated year and costs in respect of the hereinafter described properties are paid in full to the
Municipality prior to the commencement of the auction, the Municipality will on the 31 day of March,
2021, at the hour of 10:00 AM, at Town of Winnipeg Beach, 29 Robinson Avenue, Winnipeg Beach,
Manitoba, proceed to sell by public auction the following described properties:

Amount of Arrears
& Costs for Which
Property May be
Offered for Sale

Roll Description Assessed
Number Value

65400 | LOT 18 BLOCK 9 PLAN 2226 WLTO EXC ALL MINES AND L -$18,200 $4,465.27
MINERALS AS SET FORTH IN THE ORIGINIAL GRANT FROM B -$57.700
THE CROWN IN NE 1/4 33-17-4 EPM - 449 OAK AVE

77600 | LOT 1 BLOCK 28 PLAN 2226 WLTO EXC ALL MINES AND L -$31,100 $16,645.95
MINERALS AS SET FORTH IN THE ORIGINAL GRANT FROM B -$105.500
THE CROWN IN NE 1/4 33-17-4 EPM - 382 NO 9 HWY

171850 | ALL THOSE PORTIONS OF CENTRAL AVENUE, MCPHERSON L -$27.700 $4,850.49

AVENUE, MURRAY AVENUE AND STITT STREET, IN THE
VILLAGE OF WINNIPEG BEACH, IN THE PROVINCE OF
MANITOBA, SHEWN COLOURED PINK, ACCORDING TO A
PLAN FILED IN THE WINNIPEG LAND TITLES OFFICE AS
NO.1884 EXC: PLAN 5521, LOT SEVENTEEN IN BLOCK ONE,
SHEWN ON A PLAN OF SURVEY OF PART OF WINNIPEG
BEACH IN MANITOBA, REGISTERED IN THE WINNIPEG LAND
TITLES OFFICE, AS NO. 2357. — 1.01 MILES/ STN GRDS PL

The tax sale is subject to the following terms and conditions with respect to each property:

e The purchaser of the property will be responsible for any property taxes not yet due.
e The Municipality may exercise its right to set a reserve bid in the amount of the arrears and costs.
e If the purchaser intends to bid by proxy, a letter of authorization form must be presented prior to
the start of the auction.
e The Municipality makes no representations or warranties whatsoever concerning the properties
being sold.
e The successful purchaser must, at the time of the sale, make payment in cash, certified cheque or
bank draft to the Town of Winnipeg Beach as follows:
i) The full purchase price if it is $10,000 or less; OR
ii) If the purchase price is greater than $10,000, the purchaser must provide a non-refundable
deposit in the amount of $10,000 and the balance of the purchase price must be paid within
20 days of the sale; AND
iii) A fee in the amount $309.75 (8295 plus GST) for preparation of the transfer of title
documents. The purchaser will be responsible for registering the transfer of title documents
in the land titles office, including the registration costs.
e The risk for the property lies with the purchaser immediately following the auction.
e The purchaser is responsible for obtaining vacant possession.
e If the property is non-residential property, the purchaser must pay GST to the Municipality or, if
a GST registrant, provide a GST Declaration.

Dated this 4" day of March, 2021.

Managed by:
Roger Bouvier
Chief Administrative Officer
Town of Winnipeg Beach
Phone: (204) 389-2698
Fax: (204) 389-2019
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CARD OF THANKS

TRAFFIC GRAVEL

SUPPLY TENDERS

of the Municipality.

the Municipality.

the Municipality.

for distribution by April 30, 2021.

Jason Comeau at 204.641.2167.

The Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton invites tenders for each of
the following supply of approximately

-18,000 cubic yards of 3/4” down crushed limestone. Preference
will be given to a supply location near the Vidir / Roseburg area

-16,000 cubic yards of 3/4” down crushed limestone. Preference
will be given to a supply location near the South West area of

-3,000 cubic yards of 4” down crushed limestone. Preference
will be given to a supply location near the South West area of

Each tender should be individually marked for each location
and product and will be received at the Municipality of Bifrost-
Riverton office, located at 329 River Road, Arborg, MB by the
undersigned until 4:30pm on March 18, 2021

All the above tenders are to be supply to be on site and available

The Municipality of Bifrost-Riverton reserves the right to reject
any or all bids, to waive irregularities and informalities therein,
and to award the tender in the best interest of the Municipality
of Bifrost-Riverton in its sole discretion.

All inquiries related to the above tenders should be directed to

You would never go wrong if you chose
Interlake Cremation and Memorial Services in
Selkirk, Manitoba to take care of your loved
one in their final days. Rick Kotaska is one
of the Most Kind, Caring, Considerate and
Compassionate Funeral Directors you will ever
find. As hard as it was to lose my Lloyd, Rick
did everything we asked him. No hidden costs.

Thank you Very Much Rick.
-Carole, Harlan, Maria, and Cole Christiansen,
and Jacalyn, Jim, Brody, Devon (Cassidy),
Brock, and Drake (Courtney) Gleich

CARD OF THANKS

The family of Bill Riddell thanks all of you so
much for your cards, flowers, phone calls,
messages, donations, wonderful food and
offers of help. We so appreciate our family,
friends, neighbours and community for the
love and support we have received. Your
kind remembrances of Bill are cherished. We
especially want to thank Janet who came
to stay with Brenda during the emergency.
Special thanks to the paramedics and RCMP
for their professionalism and support. We also
wish to thank Mona from Neil Bardal Inc. for
her kindness and help with the arrangements.
We are so grateful to be part of such a caring
community.

-Brenda, Michael, Scott and families

take o.!

SUDOKU
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Here’s How It Works:

Level inisrmediate

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Sudoku Answer

Crossword Answer
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UP TO $1500 TRADE
FOR YOUR OLD
CUPBOARDS,
TOWARDS YOUR
NEW DECOR
KITCHEN

EXPIRES: APR. 2, 2021

PROMPT SERVICE
& FREE DESIGN
USUALLY WITHIN
24 HRS

Ph: (204) 746-2223

FEHRSCABINETS.COM
office@fehrscabinets.com
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Breaking Barriers
In Healthcare

Manitoba Licensed
Doctors taking new
patients NOW!

Contact Sabe Wellness for:
¢ Quality MB Healthcare
e Free, Safe & Timely

* Appointments over
the phone or internet

Book your Virtual
Doctor Appt. Now!
www.SabeWellness.ca
Ph: 204-410-5500

101-395 Stafford Street
Winnipeg

—3p> € CROSSWORD —

CLUES ACROSS T2 3 |4
1. One of Noah’s sons

5 6 7 8 9

10

5. Openings

11. Rising from the dead
14. Expressions for humorous

effect
15. North American country
18. Flowed over
19. Tags
21. Long-lasting light bulb

23. Off-Broadway theater
award

24. Khoikhoi peoples

28. Beloved movie pig
29. South Dakota

30. Tai language

32. Get free of

33. Afflict

35. Transmits genetic

information from DNA
36. Commercials

39. Digits

B

41. Expression of sympathy
42. Bleats

56. Rules over

58. More fervid

60. Sweet drink

62. Cry loudly

63. A friendly nation

16. Exclude

you
20. Vegetable part
22, Gov’'t lawyer

4. A type of bond (abbr.) 34. “Titanic” actor

5. Acting as if you are

44. Swiss Nobel Peace Prize 6. Affirmative
winner 7. Not caps
46. Vegetable 8. Type of medication
47. Turf 9. Monetary unit
49. Disorganized in character 10. Private school in New York
52. Takes 12. Small stream

13. A person of wealth

17. Someone who vouches for

25. Term to address a woman

CLUES DOWN m to

1. A title of respect in India 26. Swiss river

2.Hisand 27. About senator

3. Employee stock ownership  29. _ Paulo, city
plan 31. Native American tribe

36. Campaign for students’
rights (abbr.)

37. Capital of Senegal

38. Slang for military leader

40. Football’s big game

43. Women who threw

themselves on funeral pyres
45. Equally
48. Forest animal

50. Heavy stoves

51. Releasing hormone (abbr.)

53. Song

54. Type of pickle

55. Offer in return for money

57. Soviet Socialist Republic
58. Burns wood (abbr.)
59. Beloved singer Charles

61. Three-toed sloth

Trucks, Trailers,
Truckbeds & Tires
« Full Repair & Safeties
« Vehicle Parts, Tires &
Wheels
« Trailer Parts & Batteries
« Sales, Financing,
Leasing & Rentals

EBY Aluminum:

« Gooseneck and
Bumper Pull Cattle &
Equipment Trailers

« Truck & Service Bodies

+ Generation Grain Trailers

KALDECK TRUCK
& TRAILER INC.
Hwy #1, MacGregor, MB

1-888-685-3127

www.kaldecktrailers.com

BATTERIES FOR
EVERYTHING!

50, 000 BATTERIES
IN STOCK

*Auto *Farm *Marine
*Construction *ATV
*Motorcycle *Golf Carts
*Rechargeables *Tools
*Phones *Computers
*Solar Systems & design
* Everything Else!

THE BATTERY MAN
1390 St. James St.,
WPG
1-877-775-8271
www.batteryman.ca

{ ( mcna

Power Builder
Advertising

WORKS!

GET SEEN by over
340,000 Manitoba
Homes!

e Use your LOGO!
Create instant top of
mind awareness

« Showcase your info,
business, product,
job, announcements
or event

« We format it, to
make it look great!

- Starting at $339.00
(includes 45 lines of
space)

e The ads blanket the
province and run in
MCNA's 37 Manitoba
community
newspapers

« Very cost effective
means of getting
your message out to
the widest possible
audience

Contact this newspaper
NOW or MCNA at
204.947.1691 or email
classified@mcna.com

www.mcnha.com
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OBITUARY OBITUARY

Happy 78th Birthday
Dad/Grandpa
Glenn Rudney
Hope you have a great day on March 3 and all
year too.
We all love you very much.
Love from your family

In loving memory of
Ed Sielski
December 7, 1918 - March 8, 1996

His smiling way and pleasant face,
Are a pleasure to recall;
He had a kindly word for each,
And died beloved by all.
Some day we hope to meet him,
Some day we know not when;
To clasp his hand in the better land,
Never to part again.

-Loved very much by

Olive and family

Roger Newman

Roger passed away suddenly on February
19, 2021 at home.

In accordance with his wishes, cremation has
taken place and no formal service will be held.

Flowers are gratefully declined. Please feel
free to donate to Gimli Humane Society or
Evergreen Basic Needs.

Condolences can
neilbardalinc.com

be left at www.

204-949-2200
Gimli 204-642-7124
neilbardalinc.com

OBITUARY

Eugenia Myden

With great sadness we announce the passing of our loving
mother, Eugenia Myden who passed peacefully in her sleep on
Wednesday, February 17, 2021.

Eugenia was born September 19, 1928 on the family farm near
Rossburn, MB to Dmytro and Nastia Danyleyko. She was the
youngest girl in a family of seven girls and five boys.

Eugenia was predeceased by her husband Walter, her parents,
all her brothers and sisters, except for her brother Michael.
She is survived by son Gary (Darlene), daughter Donna, special
grandsons Jamie (Brenda Lee) Smalley, Jon Smalley, two great-
grandchildren Lauryn and Jackson.

Eugenia attended school in Rossburn to the end of Grade 8, after
which she helped on the farm. She moved to Russell, MB, worked
as a waitress until obtaining a job in the Post Office. She married

Walter Myden in 1952. With son Gary, the family moved to Fisher Branch, MB in 1954. Donna
was born in 1955. Eugenia worked part time in the Post Office and eventually worked her way
up to the position of Postmaster. Eugenia was a proud member of the Songbirds singing group
and volunteered for many community activities. Eugenia will be remembered for her kindness,
generosity and welcoming of newcomers to Fisher Branch, plus her apple pie.

We would like to thank Bev Trachuk for weekly visits, love and friendship to mom and the staff
at Arborg Personal Care Home for their kindness, compassion and excellent care. Many thanks
to the wonderful people of Fisher Branch, Home Care workers, Ernie Letexier, Darlene Giasson,
Richard Hyde and Debbie Danish for their support and friendship.

In accordance with Eugenia’s wishes cremation has taken place. A celebration of her life will
be held at a future date.

If friends so desire, a donation may be made to a P.C.H. of their choice.

Fisher Funeral Home Inc.
In care of arrangements.
204-372-6803 or 204-372-6271

The Express
Weekly News

Classified

SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY booking
e Monuments ¢ Restoration Granite deadline is
* Pillow markers - Level monuments  Bronze Monday at

* Pre Needs - Renew monuments Columbariums
¢ Final Dates - Engraving -single, family, community
Appointments available in the comfort of your home

4 p.m. prior
to Thursday’s
publication
Please Call
204-467-5836

Email: sunsetmemorialsgimli@gmail.com

Bus: 1-204-642-8818 < Cell: 1-204-407-3096

www.sunsetmemorialsgimli.ca
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Marcel William Zelisko
July 20, 1954 - February 22, 2021

Pain free at last, with Terry holding his hand, Marcel left us and is
now able to soar with the eagles.

Predeceased by parents Bill and Mae; parents-in-law, Pete and
Clara; brothers-in-law Ben and Fred; sister-in-law Betty.

Survived by wife and other half, Terry and his pride and joy, their
children Donna and Derek; sister Margaret (Doug); brother-in-law
Bob (Wendy); sister-in-law Kim and many nephews and nieces,
some who always looked to Unc for advice.

Born in Gimli, he lived most of his life in the Homer District, first
on the farm that he grew up on and then at his new home with his
own family. He was a farmer at heart and was working the land
from a teenager. He knew the value of hard work and never shied
away from it. He met Terry in August, 1976 and they were married

2 %2 months later. Some people thought it would never last but they proved all wrong. They
celebrated 44 plus years together. He tried working in Winnipeg after marriage, but lasted only
three months. Indoors didn’t work for a farm boy. In 1979, they welcomed their daughter Donna
and 2 %2 years later their son Derek completed the perfect family. Farming, although he loved it,
was not the only thing he did. Fixing things, mechanicing, cutting pulp and firewood, trapping
and working for Manitoba Highways as grader operator and anything else they needed him to be,
for 30 years showed that he was a man of all trades.

Retiring when he was 55, the perfect opportunity presented itself. Doing everything together,
Marcel and Terry now went camping to Fairford, trapping in their side-by-side, hunting, ice fishing
and they had the chance to farm full-time. Doing what he always loved, he was happy to go for a
ride with his dog, his shadow, when Terry had other things to do.

Family meant everything to Marcel. He loved Terry and his kids unreservedly. If he could, he
gave them anything and everything that they wanted or needed. Especially his time and love.

Friends and neighbors would always know who was coming when they saw the Suzuki driving
slowly down the road. Known affectionately as the mayor of Homer, he kept an eye on friend’s
cabins in the area. People also knew that, if they needed it, Marcel would be there to help or fix
whatever, charging only a handshake or a thank-you. He said “That’s what friends do”.

Having beat cancer once 33 years ago and two heart attacks, his body was not strong enough
this time to beat the cancer again, so in lieu of flowers, please donate to CancerCare MB. or to
the Manitoba Heart and Stroke Foundation.

Many thanks to Dr. Komolafe and the nurses at the Arborg Hospital for all their care and
compassion at this time.

Cremation has taken place and a celebration of Marcel’s life will take place when it is safe to
do so.

When | get where I’m going
There’ll be only happy tears;

| will shed the sins and struggles
| have carried all these years.

And I'll leave my heart wide open

I will love and have no fears;
Yeah, when | get where I’'m going
Don’t cry for me down here.

OBITUARY

Nicklin James Roebuck
January 22, 1929 - February 21 2021

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Dad on
Sunday, 21st of February at the Gimli Community Health Centre.

He was born in San Fernando, Trinidad and was the eldest of
nine. He was predeceased by his parents Richard and Winifred
Roebuck and siblings Stanley, Leonard, Evelyn, and Ronald. Still
living are Grace, Joan, Esther, and George.

Dad was in the Merchant Navy and was a Royal Engineer in the
British Army. He married Patricia Lockwood in the UK and they
had two children, Christine and Anthony. After Patricia’s death in
1961, he married Muriel Gillies and had another daughter Rachelle.
They divorced in the late 80’s. Shortly after, he moved to Canada
and worked at CN Rail until retirement. He had three grandchildren
Nicole, Bobby and Squig, and four great-grandsons, Joseph,
Oliver, Joshua, and Jacob.

Nick played and excelled in water sports, water polo, swimming
and sailing. He left Trinidad to go to Sea and went around the world
a few times. He was an excellent photographer, he then turned his
artistic leanings to pottery - he was trained in the UK and carried
on this craft in Canada teaching at his own workshop. Later he
decided to try his hand at art, his painting gave him many hours of
pleasure. He had many friends and one special one, Lilian; he will
be missed. His main love was for his family; he really missed them
and wished he was closer to them all, but as he said (that’s life).

His health had gone downhill this last year, at the time of his
death he was at the Gimli Community Health Centre. The family
would like to thank his caregivers for looking after him so well at
home, also his family doctor Hamid Ansarian, and to the nurses and
doctors that cared for him for the four days in hospital before his
death. Not to forget the paramedics that brought him to hospital.

Condolences may be left on his tribute wall at www.
gilbartfuneralhome.com

Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. ©

204-886-0404
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OBITUARY

James Michael (Jim) Lewick

With heavy hearts we announce the passing of our husband, dad
and grandpa. Jim passed away peacefully at home following a
lengthy iliness, on February 23, 2021.

Jim is survived by his wife, Chris; daughters Mandy and Wendy;
granddaughter Nevaeh, light of his life and #1 Dolly, as well as many
relatives and friends. He was predeceased by his father Michael
Lewick; mother Mary Lamontagne; stepfather Red Lamontagne;
sister Carol Burdeny; in-laws John and Kay Kuz; brothers-in-law
Paul Lavallee and Kenneth Burdeny.

Jim was born in Winnipeg, February 12, 1949. He grew up in
Winnipeg, and decided to leave school at age 16. He worked a
variety of jobs including E.J. Casey Shows, building rafters in
Oak Bank, and moving houses with his stepfather. He chose to
upgrade his education, and attend apprentice plumbing school in

1968, to become a Journeyman plumber. He started Jim’s Plumbing in Gimli in 1974, which he
operated up until his retirement in 2017. Jim was well known and respected by his clients and
fellow contractors alike.

Jim met Chris in 1966, and it was love at first sight. They married in 1973, and spent 47 years
building their life together. Family was important too, as was evident in his pride for his “three
girls”. His family and friends will fondly remember great times; camping, fishing, curling, card
games, traveling and other adventures.

Cremation has taken place. At Jim’s request there will be no formal service.

The family would like to express gratitude to our many friends and family for your calls, kindness
and support throughout this difficult time. Thank you to the many medical staff that provided care
and compassion.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made to STARS ambulance, as they gave our
family the gift of three extra years with Jim.

Family would like to invite friends to sign the online book of condolences at ejcoutu.ca.

E.J. Coutu & Co. Funeral Directors
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Grocery ¢ Drinks ¢ Snacks
* Coffee to Go ° Ice * Firewood
* Fireworks ¢ ATM ¢ Greeting Cards
* Newspapers * Books ° Pet Food
* Toys & more

S NAKS 200.8L80-|I:-ill-’(s)t Ave,

FIRST AVENUE Sandy Hook
OPEN YEAR ROUND 7 J%0% 2 So¥exc

~ ENCOURAGEMENT ~

Many Samaritans from that city
believed in Jesus because of the
woman’s testimony, “He told me

everything | have ever done”.

John 4:39
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LUNDAR

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!

* Prescriptions - Liquor Store
* Home Health Care Aids
* Snacks and more!

LUNDAR PHARMACY 22 & naar

JEFF’'S
PL MBING

SERVICES INC.

* RESIDENTIAL ¢ COMMERCIAL
HNAUSA, MANITOBA

For All Your Plumbing & Repair Needs
- ROTOR ROOTER SERVICES -

e Sewer Camera  Cell: 204-485-4227

Paid Advertisement JEFF FLETT jeffsplumbing1@gmail.com

GOETZ

SIDING

* 5” Eavestrough ¢ Soffit/Fascia
* Custom Cladding
(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

OBITUARY

Rose Hnatiuk (nee Letniak)
September 19, 1931 - February 20, 2021

With great sadness, the family announces Rose’s passing on
February 20, 2021 at Red River Place in Selkirk, Manitoba.

Rose will be remembered with love by her children Tony (Tara),
Joyce Dimaggio, Andy (Diane) and grandchildren, Michael, Kyle,
and Candice. She will be sadly missed by her brother Steve
Letniak (Linda), sister Pauline Finlay, as well as many other family
members and friends. She was predeceased by her parents
Joseph and Caroline, son-in-law Joe, brother-in-law Roy and
companion William Dushman.

Rose was born in Fraserwood, Manitoba where she spent
her childhood. As a young adult, she moved to Winnipeg. After
graduating from United College, she worked at several places and
then raised her children. Her commitment to help others led her to

become a volunteer and a caregiver. One of her most notable and rewarding accomplishments
was to help establish and run the Winnipeg Buyer’s Club to assist low-income families.

Years later, Rose returned to Fraserwood. She loved living on the farm and was the happiest
there. She was an avid gardener and enjoyed raising chickens, ducks, and geese. She also loved
to bake, cook, and knit for her family and friends.

Rose was a quiet, gentle, and loving person. With her strong inner spirit, she was able to endure
many hardships. She had a heart of gold and will be forever remembered for her kindness,
compassion, and generosity.

A special thanks to the doctors, nurses, and staff at Red River Place for their care and
compassion.

In lieu of flowers, please donate to a charity of your choice.

A private service was held on March 3, 2021 at St. Michaels Roman Catholic Church in Gimli
with interment at Precious Blood Cemetery in Fraserwood. To fulfill mom’s wishes, a celebration
of life will be held at a later date.

Family and friends are invited to leave condolences or share memories on her tribute wall at
www.gilbartfuneralhome.com where a recording of the service will also be available for viewing
at a later date via her obituary.

With loving memories, we say goodbye to our mother, grandmother, sister and sister-in-law.

Forever in Our Hearts
Rest in Eternal Peace
Vichnaya Pamyat

Gilbart Funeral Home, Gimli in care of arrangements. ©

Is Your Life A Struggle?
Has “STRESS The Silent Killer”
Got You Down?

For Free
“Natural Product Information”

Contact: peterm@lakenet.ca

Glass Specialists WE DO * Window Coverings

LJseaicd|units) SWindowsYaiboors IT All' g

o [k @bss SISiding -
o Mimem® s tomiCIaading| e Floor Coverings e Countertops
[JI*faminated [Decks) .
STempered| o ° Cﬂblne"y by
o & More!
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
Hwy #9 & Colville Dr., Gimli

204) 642-8585

www.thehomestoregimli.com

pamperedfchef

INDEPENDENT GONSULTANT

e Cooking Shows e Meal Prep Solutions
e Fundraisers e Individual Orders
204-485-4272 call or text
stoneware444@gmail.com
www.pamperedchef.biz/ michellebalharry

Everything you need to promote your business

G Interlake, o
phics

For all your printing
and publishing needs

FLYERS
BROCHURES
POST CARDS
STICKERS
BUSINESS CARDS

467-5836

SIGNS

ENVELOPES

PRESENTATION
OLDERS

SOCIAL TICKETS
DOOR HANGERS
LETTERHEAD

INVOICES

ESTIMATE
SHEETS

POSTERS
MEMO PADS
And MORE...

* Shingles .- Cedar Shakes
« Metal Roofing - Repairs

JICO;shscenoos §41-5200

FREE
Estimates

The Express Weekly News Classified hooking deadline is Monday at 4 p.m. prior to Thursday’s publication Please Call 204-467-5836
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Donald “Sam” Stefanec
November 5, 1941 - February 26, 2021
It is with great sadness to announce the passing of Donald “Sam”
Stefanec on Friday, February 26, 2021. Sam passed peacefully
surrounded by his loving family.

Sam will be greatly missed by his devoted and loving wife Julie

Stefanec, daughters Lisa, Michelle (Russ), Carla (Rab), Colleen
(Brad), and Dawn (Cary). Grandchildren Samantha, Liam, Brandon,
Carly, Brittany, James, Tamara, Chelsea, Caitlin, Zak and great-
grandson lan.

Sam is predeceased by his father Fred, mother Teenie, brother

Donald, sister Sylvia, and son-in-law Rab. Sam is survived by
his younger brother Wayne, sisters Lorraine and Adeline, and
Godchild Thomas.

Sam was born and raised in Fisher Branch, MB. One of Sam’s
first jobs was at the Fisher Branch creamery making butter and cheese, soon after he started
working with Manitoba Highways. There he was able to make enough to helps towards the
purchase of a brand new car. Shortly after he married Julie and the first of his five daughters,
Lisa was born. Sam was always a hard worker. Finally, he chose construction for his career. He
worked up North building houses, then eventually chose to work closer to home, where even up
to the last few years Sam enjoyed renovating his daughter’s home.

Sam enjoyed spending time with his wife Julie, his five daughters, and grandchildren. Grandpa
was always fond of all of his grandchildren and was sure to have lots of treats and ice-cream
ready for their visits. We will miss hearing Dad calling all the grandchildren by their nicknames.
Sam enjoyed his carpentry work, gardening, and feeding the Blue Jays and a nice cold beer on a
hot day. He was always genuinely interested with how you were doing and always took the time
to say hello to all of his family and friends.

Our family would like to thank everyone for their support during this difficult time. Our family
would also like to thank the Percy E. Moore Hospital doctors, nurses and aides, and all of the
staff for Dad’s compassionate care.

Donations can be made in Sam’s name to the Palliative Care Unit at the Percy E. Moore Hospital
in Hodgson, MB.

In Dads words “See you later kiddo!”

FISHER FUNERAL HOME INC.
In care of arrangements.
204-372-6803 or 204-372-6271

OBITUARY

George Ledochowski
Peacefully on Saturday, February 27, 2021 at the age of 89, Dad
Passed away at Goodwin Lodge with his daughter Roxane at his
side.
A full obituary will follow in Saturday’s Free Press and next
week’s local papers.

204-886-0404

ARE YOU AN

AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN?

Selkirk Tire and Auto
is looking for
experienced
Automotive

Technicians.
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A note from Evergreen Basic Needs

2020 has been an exceptional year in so many ways. Due to the
emergence of Covid 19 and the pandemic that followed, pivoting
was the catch word as each week brought new challenges and
opportunities for the EBN food bank, thrift store and café as well as
the community as a whole. While we sfill continue to live through this
unprecedented time in our history, we look back with thanks to alll
the individuals, businesses, organizations and governments that have
assisted us throughout this time of uncertainty.

When the pandemic began, donations from the community started
to roll in. When it became apparent that we were in this for the long
haul, support from several organizations and government agencies
also began to kick in. Then our Christmas Campaign exceeded all
expectations. Through it all the EBN Food Bank has maintained its ability
to provide relief from food insecurity with healthy and nutritious food
to those who need our services, whether it is for one-time or ongoing
assistance to get through a rough patch of job loss or health concerns.
The support that we have received will allow us to confidently continue
with our mandate to help those who need help.

Thank gou

Evergreen Basic Needs would like
to acknowledge the following for
their support in 2020:

I * Government  Gouvernement
of Canada du Canada

i+l

Canada

Manitoba 9

CANADIAN
RED CROSS
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HONDA

honda.ca

n u Honda ATVs & Power Equipment Canada a @HondaATVPECA

SHACHTAY 204-376-5233

SALES & SERVICE LTD. Arborg, Manftoba

www.shachtay.com Servicing the Interlake for 54 Years!
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