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SHACHTAY
SALES & SERVICE

Arborg, MB
204-376-5233

$174900

$214900

ALL IN STOCK NOW
2X24 QUIET 208cc 
Engine 24” Clearing width, 

electric start, heated grips, 
steerable clutches, 

3 year warranty

2X28 IP 272cc Engine 
28” clearing width, electric start, 
heated grips, steerable clutches, 

3 year warranty

2-Stage 24 YM 
208cc Engine 
24” clearing width, 
electric start, 
2 year warranty

2-Stage 30 YM 
357cc Engine 
30” clearing width, 
electric start, 
2 year warranty

$109900

$179900

Ph: 204-641-8450   Email: kim@rightchoicerealty.ca  Website: rightchoicerealty.ca

Thank you for making 2023 a great success! 
I am extremely thankful for all the support and positive feedback. As a result, we are looking to grow. 

Whether you are a seasoned and experienced Realtor, or someone thinking about a new career, 
I would love to discuss whether Right Choice Realty would be the right fit for you!

www.expressweeklynews.ca VOLUME 11 EDITION 2      THURSDAY, JANUARY 11, 2024

LOCALLY OWNED HISTORY BOOK FOR THE COMMUNITY

EXPRESS PHOTO BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Welder and machinist Ryan Johnson makes parts for Bombardier snow machines, which are no longer manufactured but are still in use 

in Manitoba, Canada’s north and other countries. Johnson opened his shop, Ryan Johnson General Machining, Welding and Repair, last 

spring in the Gimli Industrial Park and business has really taken off .

Making tracksMaking tracks



By Patricia Barrett
A Gimli-based welder and machin-

ist is really making tracks after he 
started manufacturing parts for Bom-
bardier snow machines, which are so 
integral to and beloved by Manitoba’s 
commercial fi shers.

Ryan Johnson opened a shop called 
RJ GMWR (Ryan Johnson General 
Machining, Welding and Repair) in 
the Gimli Industrial Park last spring 
where he has been making parts for 
the iconic vehicles. He’s seen produc-
tion ramp up once people from across 
Manitoba and beyond learned of his 
service.

As far as he’s aware, Johnson said 
he’s the only manufacturer in Western 
Canada making Bombardier snow 
machine parts, which are no longer 
available from the Bombardier com-
pany, as well as the only manufac-
turer focused on supporting the com-
mercial fi shing industry. 

Having welding and machining 
experience, as well as a penchant 
for “tinkering and fi xing mechani-
cal stuff ” all his life, Johnson said he 
learned how to make the parts.

“I’ve always been the mechanical 
type and some is just experience I 
gained over time. My dad had a Bom-
bardier he used for commercial fi sh-
ing. I started off  this business build-
ing components such as net lifters 

and sleigh augers for the commercial 
fi shery then expanded into making 
Bombardier parts,” said Johnson, 
who in addition to running the busi-
ness is the superintendent of vessel 
operations and chief engineer of the 
Namao research vessel that operates 
on Lake Winnipeg during open wa-
ter season. “People started contacting 
me and asking if I’d work on their 
Bombardiers and I started doing that. 
We’re now getting more and more 
customers.”

With the Bombardier company no 
longer making the parts, snow ma-
chine owners in Manitoba used to 
get their parts made at Shaver & Sons 
Enterprises in Stonewall. When Shav-
er closed down last year, Johnson 
bought his equipment, outfi tting his 
shop with jigs, templates and other 

specialized machinery required to 
make parts that fi t perfectly into and 
onto the snow machines.

After a few months of operation, 
Johnson hired a full-time employee 
and a high school student.

The ground-breaking snow ma-
chines — which look like a cross be-
tween Herbie the Love Bug (Volk-
swagen Beetle) with its round, 
aerodynamic design and a Second 
World War Sherman tank with its 
tracks — were the brainchild of 
Joseph-Armand Bombardier, who 
founded L’Auto-Neige Bombardier 
Limitee (Bombardier Snowmobile 
Limited) in rural Quebec in the 1930s. 

The inventor and entrepreneur in-
vented the snow machines, which 
are also referred to as a snow coach 
or snow bus, to help people in rural 

areas traverse diffi  cult snow-covered 
terrain. He built the B7 (for seven pas-
sengers) in 1937 then the B12 (for 12 
passengers) fi ve years later, according 
to Bombardier’s website. The vehicles 
were put to all sorts of uses, including 
transporting school children, medical 
personnel and freight.

Although the snow machine is pro-
nounced “bom-bar-dee-eh,” most 
people say “bom-ba-deer” or even 
“bomber” for short. The machines are 
most commonly painted blue or yel-
low and have a gas engine in the rear, 
an enclosed cab, round passenger 
windows, tracked wheels and large 
skis that sit under the bonnet, along 
with plenty of cargo-carrying capac-
ity that make them indispensable to 
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Our offi  ce is open 9-5 Mon to Fri
72 Centre Street, Gimli, MB

204-642-8681 or 
1-866-487-5688

Grant D. Baker
Barrister, Solicitor and Notary

If you are buying or selling real estate now or in the near future, 
call us to discuss the important legal issues that you will need to 
know about. Call us for more information and to fi nd out how 
we can help you. We are here when you need us.

Providing full time legal service to 
families and small businesses 
in Gimli and the Interlake.

Baker 
Law 
CORPORATION

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY PATRICIA BARRETT
Johnson is currently restoring a customer’s Bombardier at his shop in the Gimli 

Industrial Park.

Making tracks with Gimli-based Bombardier parts manufacturer 

Johnson makes skis and tracks among several other components for the iconic 

snow machines.

Bombardiers have a steering wheel 

and gas and brake pedals. Early models 

were standard with a clutch.

Continued on page 3
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•ONLINE BOOKING AVAILABLE 
•DIRECT BILLING TO MOST INSURERS

•OPEN MONDAYFRIDAY
• EXPERIENCED, FRIENDLY STAFF

Experience the Benefits of Acupuncture 
Our philosophy and mission remains focused 
on quick and equal access to care and providing 
service close to home.
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Inmotionnetwork.ca   
K e e p i n g  t h e  I n t e r l a k e  i n M o t i o n  s i n c e  19 94
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commercial fi shers. They can travel 
quickly, at speeds of about 35-40 miles 
per hour.

Customers come to Johnson look-
ing for new parts such as suspension 
springs, skis, ski rods, tracks, bearings 
and “everything else,” said Johnson. 
Parts will break down from age or 
from cold temperatures and the un-
forgiving terrain on Lake Winnipeg.

“If you drive your Bombardier into 
a piece of ice, you can break parts be-
cause ice doesn’t give. And it doesn’t 
matter how careful you are when 
you’re driving,” he said.

The best thing Bombardier own-
ers can do every year is a little bit of 
maintenance so that eventual repairs 
don’t become a big expense.

Johnson said he thinks the Bombar-
dier company stopped making its 
snow machines around 1981. Part of 
the reason for that could be that they 
were so well constructed with a long 
lifespan.

“I’m not exactly sure why they 
stopped production; I don’t know if 

there just wasn’t enough demand at 
the time or what. I think in part it has 
to do with the older Bombardiers that 
run so long. We’ve got Bombardiers 
out there from the late 1940s and ear-
ly 1950s still going on Lake Winnipeg 
and other places,” said Johnson.  

The Express contacted Bombardier 
for information about when and why 
it stopped making the machines.

Johnson’s company is not only sup-
porting the commercial fi shing indus-
try in Manitoba but also the tourism 
industry around the world. He said 
he’s had parts inquiries from Bom-
bardier owners in Hay River in the 
Northwest Territories, Nunavut, the 
United States and Norway. 

“I just had a message the other day 
from someone in Norway who has a 
fl eet of 12 Bombardiers and he’s look-
ing for some parts. There are also a 
few guys down in the States that run 
them. There’s one fellow from Yellow-
stone [National Park] that has a fl eet 
and has contacted me about parts,” 
said Johnson. “Lately, it seems there’s 

EXPRESS PHOTO BY JUSTIN GERBRANDT
Commercial fi sher Justin Gerbrandt restored this 1950s Bombardier (shell of the 

machine shown) with help from Ryan Johnson.

The Bombardier repair shop in the Gimli Industrial Park

a big surge in people restoring them 
— not just fi xing them up to use for 
work but restoring them the same 
way you would a classic car, putting 
a nice leather interior in them with 
a stereo system and using them for 
pleasure.”

Restored Bombardiers can be worth 
a mint, fetching anywhere from 
$40,000 up to $75,000, he added.

Some commercial fi shers have 
thought about converting their Bom-
bardiers to electric vehicles, said 
Johnson, but the biggest problem 
with that would be the added weight 

of the batteries.
“You want to keep them light so that 

you can get them on thinner ice. The 
heavier the machine is, the thicker the 
ice you’ll need,” said Johnson. “Most 
guys with wide-gauge Bombardiers 
will wait for about 10 to 12 inches of 
ice before they’ll take them out.”

Justin Gerbrandt, who lives in the 
Gimli area and is a mechanic by trade, 
had a starring role for three years on 
the Ice Vikings television documentary 
about commercial ice fi shing on Lake 
Winnipeg. He and his fi shing partner 
Mike Lenton, who also appeared on 
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Continued on page 5
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By Patricia Barrett
The Gimli Chamber of Commerce 

saw an increase in membership over 
the course of 2023 and will be off ering 
its business members and other entre-
preneurs a number of new programs 
over the course of the upcoming year. 

Chamber president Samantha 
Hampton said she’s focusing on three 
major areas in 2024 — marketing, net-
working and education — to move 
the chamber forward and attract new 
members, provide value to businesses 
that are already members and off er 
new programs and services.

“Our board’s diligent eff orts, as well 
as innovative thinking and proactive 
initiatives, have directly contributed 
to a remarkable 56 per cent increase 
in our membership this year,” said 
Hampton.

Last year Hampton and the board 
wanted to fi nd out what sorts of ini-
tiatives would be of value to their 
membership and what sort of services 
the chamber could off er to the com-
munity. To that end, they formed a 
communications committee and con-
ducted a survey of its membership.

Based on feedback from that survey, 
Hampton said a new website was 
built, marketing supports including 
email marketing campaigns were of-
fered, educational programs created 
and networking opportunities called 
STIR were held. An annual partner-
ship opportunity package to entice 
sponsors into working with the cham-
ber was also introduced.

STIR stands for socialize, talk, inter-
act and reconnect. The events provide 
opportunities for Gimli business own-
ers and members of other Interlake 
chambers to get together, exchange 
ideas, fi nd solutions to common chal-
lenges and make new connections. 
Hampton said she encouraged other 
Interlake chambers to adopt STIR 
events, and the Central Interlake 

Chamber of Commerce in Arborg 
held its fi rst STIR in April.

“We’ve had past participation for 
STIR events ranging from 25 to 100 
business. All it takes is that single con-
nection to make a big impact,” said 
Hampton. “The Gimli chamber put 
a lot of emphasis in 2023 on fostering 
initiatives that really ignite that con-
nection through networking. If other 
chambers are doing things, you want 
to see what’s working great for them 
and see if you want to try it.” 

The chamber is off ering entrepre-
neurs a series of educational and pro-
fessional development programs in 
2024 to help them develop or enhance 
their business skills. The survey the 
chamber had sent to its membership 
included a list of topics people want-
ed to learn about. Highly rated topics 
included marketing, fi nancial literacy, 
self-help, communication, leadership 
and running a non-profi t organiza-
tion.

The educational programs will kick 
off  with a Lunch & Learn session ti-
tled “How to Plan for Your Future” on 
Feb. 20 (registration opens on Jan. 22). 
It will focus on fi nancial literacy and 
is sponsored by Access Credit Union. 

Non-chamber members are welcome 
to attend.

“We will be sending out invitations 
to chambers in the surrounding ar-
eas — Selkirk, Central Interlake — to 
participate in our Lunch & Learn pro-
grams,” she said. “You don’t have to 
be a chamber member to attend the 
training; it’s for anyone that wants to 
level up and fi ll their toolbox.”

Better Yourself Breakfasts will also 
be off ered to accommodate business 
owners who can only attend sessions 
in the mornings. 

“Continued education for small 
business owners is paramount, es-
sentially serving as a cornerstone for 
staying abreast of industry trends,” 
said Hampton. “You have to always 
refi ne your skills and adapt to our dy-
namic market, otherwise you won’t 
be able to sustain growth.”

Because there are lots of businesses 
in the RM of Gimli who aren’t part of 
the chamber, Hampton said they’ll be 
looking at ways to get them to join.

“One of our big focuses will be to 
fi gure out innovative ways to not 
only provide value to businesses that 

EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF SAMANTHA HAMPTON
Some of the 2023-24 executive board members of the Gimli Chamber of Commerce. 

From left: Damon Kennedy, Cheryl Buhler, Barb Stein, Anita McAlinden, Kathy 

Sauerborn, Romanna Klymkiw and Samantha Hampton. Missing: Suzy Rayner, 

Tanya Grimolfson, Michelle Thomson, Kim Giesbrecht and Rayme Thomson.

Chamber sees uptick in 2023 membership, new programs for 2024

Continued on page 5
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SHOWTIMES: 
Please check individual listings

Due to various picture lengths showtimes vary

204-467-8401
PROGRAM SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE

Cash only

319 First Street E., Stonewall, MB

MEAN
GIRLS

ANYONE 
BUT YOU

PG

14A
FRI-THURS JAN 19 - 25
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

FRI-THURS JAN 12 - 18
CLOSED  TUESDAY

at 7:30 pm Each Night

Coarse & Sexual Language

Coarse Language

From traditional to contemporary, we provide 
services to match what you want. Just ask Ken.

55 Main St, Teulon  Call 204-886-0404  or visit www.klfuneralservices.ca

What’s                 story?  
We want to hear from you. 

The Express Weekly News connects people through 
stories to build stronger communities.

Do you know someone who has a unique hobby? Will be 
recognized by a local organization for volunteer service? 

A teacher that goes above and beyond? A hometown 
hero? A sports star? A business celebrating a milestone or 

expansion? A senior celebrating their 100th birthday?
 A young entrepreneur starting out?

Please share your story ideas at 
news@expressweeklynews.ca or Phone 204-467-5836

the show, restored a 1950s Bombardier with help from 
Johnson and featured it in the program.

Gerbrandt said they used to get their Bombardier parts 
from Shaver in Stonewall and alerted Johnson that Shaver 
was going out of business.

“Ryan is one in a thousand guys that would be able to 
take this job on,” said Gerbrandt. “There’s not a whole lot 
of younger people now that want to get into a trade like 
Ryan is doing or that have previous knowledge of this 
kind of work. Ryan has a background working on engines 
on diff erent ships.”

Johnson built a frame for their Bombardier into which 
to mount a new engine and transmission that Gerbrandt 
himself built.

“What a lot of guys like Mike and myself have done is 
taken an old bomber and installed a new engine and some 
new electronics in it like GPS and put in lights and other 
stuff ,” he said.

The importance of having Johnson supporting the com-
mercial fi shery in Manitoba, as well as other owners of the 
snow machines, can’t be emphasized enough, he said.

“Mike and I are both very happy that Ryan took this 
on. Just because I’m a mechanic doesn’t mean that I can 
machine a part for myself; I can’t do that. This is where 
Ryan is critical to our fi shing operation,” said Gerbrandt. 
“And he’s been super good if we need something by a cer-
tain time; he understands — because he has commercial 
fi shed and his dad has fi shed — that a week without your 
bomber will equal a lot of lost revenue. Having him take 
this business over is not only just good for convenience 

because he’s in Gimli, but it prevents fi shers from losing 
potentially huge amounts of revenue.”

Although Gerbrandt and Lenton rely on their Bombar-
dier to transport thousands of pounds of fi sh from the 
lake, they also use snowmobiles until there’s enough ice 
to withstand the weight of the snow machines plus their 
catch, he said. Even then, commercial fi shers will “always 
need snowmobiles to drive in front of the bombers” to 
check pressure cracks in the ice. Their own machine once 
hit a crack and sank down about two feet. But he’s not 
heard of anyone in the last 15 to 20 years being unable to 
get out after going down.

“If you ever hit a big pressure crack or have a sheet of ice 
open up, your bomber will go down. That’s why a lot of 
guys on Lake Winnipeg will have top hatches cut into the 
ceiling of their machines. We put one in ours. I’ve heard of 
a lot of guys that had to use them,” said Gerbrandt. “The 
bomber starts going down and that top hatch above your 
two front seats is your only lifeline. It wasn’t something 
they [Bombardier company] thought of when they de-
signed them.”

Johnson said when Bombardiers or other ice fi shing ve-
hicles sink or get stuck in ice, his uncle in Riverton, who 
has a towing company, can pull them out of the lake with 

a frame and a winch.
For more information about the ser-

vices at Ryan Johnson General Ma-
chining, Welding and Repair, call 204- 
651-0121. The shop is located in the 
Gimli Industrial Park at 193 Quintal 
Ave.
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Staff 
In the Dec. 21 edition of the Ex-

press Weekly News, we published 
the article, “Small acts of kind-
ness make a world of diff erence 
at Betel Home”and said the Gimli 
Christmas Elves decorated Betel 
Home. However, it was actually 
the recreation facilitator Sandy 
Boyer who did the decorating. 

The Express apologizes for the 
error.

Correction

are right in town but also provide it to 
the hundreds of businesses in Gimli 
and surrounding areas that are off  the 
beaten path and aren’t chamber mem-
bers. The challenge is how do we best 
represent the business community as 
a whole regardless of their industry?” 
she said. “We can say that a business 
should join the chamber, but what are 
we going to do for them in return for 
their membership fee? Part of that will 
be our focus on marketing, education 
and networking, as well as tourism.”

In August the chamber hosted a visit 
from Manitoba Chambers of Com-
merce president Chuck Davidson, 
who toured about 11 businesses and 
met with business owners afterwards 
during a mix and mingle. 

“It was nice for the Manitoba cham-
bers to see what Gimli was doing and 
discuss with business owners what’s 
working and what our struggles are,” 
said Hampton. 

The chamber also partnered with 

the Manitoba chambers and the pro-
vincial government’s department of 
transportation and infrastructure for 
a pilot project that will feature local 
business logos on Manitoba highway 
signs. The goal of the initiative is to 
divert more highway traffi  c into Gim-
li.

“We’re still in the planning stages. 
Business owners will have to apply, 
meet certain criteria and pay a fee,” 
said Hampton.

In December Hampton went to the 
Manitoba legislature for Chamber 
Advocacy Day where she and mem-
bers from about 13 other chambers 
had one-on-one meetings with min-
isters and got to meet premier Wab 
Kinew.

“We had a change to advocate for 
the business community, learn about 
the new portfolios and new govern-
ment agenda and try to strengthen 
our relationships with diff erent min-
isters,” said Hampton.

Other highlights from the past year 
include the chamber teaming up with 

Gimli High School Grade 10 students 
who digitally designed an image for 
the chamber’s membership card, 
which provides members with dis-
counts at various businesses. Student 
Sammie Liebrecht’s rendition of win-
ter angling on Lake Winnipeg was 
featured on the card in 2023. A new 
image will be featured on the cham-
ber’s membership card in 2024. 

The chamber’s executive board is 
made up of local entrepreneurs. In 
addition to Hampton, who owns Cre-
ative Community Promotions, the 
board consists of vice-president Barb 
Stein (Hidden Treasures Art Studio), 
treasurer Anita McAlinden (Interlake 
Handmade Boutique), secretary Suzy 
Rayner (Valkyrie Pest Solutions) past 
co-president Cheryl Buhler and ex-
ecutive members Michelle Thomson 
(Autumnwood Motel & RV Resort), 
Romanna Klymkiw (Romanna Klym-
kiw Music Studio), Damon Kennedy 
(Spruce Sands RV & Resort), Rayme 
Thomson (Autumnwood Motel & 
RV Resort), Kim Giesbrecht (Inn on 

Centre, Right Choice Realty), Tanya 
Grimolfson (The Powder Princess) 
and Kathy Sauerborn (Access Credit 
Union).

For more information about pro-
grams and services, visit the Gimli 
Chamber of Commerce on Facebook 
or www.gimlichamber.ca 
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By Patricia Barrett
A Gimli home with historical con-

nections to Icelanders who immigrat-
ed to Manitoba and who made con-
tributions to the early development of 
Gimli is being lovingly remembered 
by the descendants of one family who 
lived in the home for decades.

The home at 44 Fourth Ave. has 
had three owners since it was built 
in 1931. The Paulson family lived in 
the home over the course of the 1930s 
and 1940s. The Stevens family then 
took up residence in the mid-1940s 
followed by the Barlow family, who 
purchased it in the late 1970s. 

Norman and Margret Stevens spent 
over 30 years in the home, from 1946 
to 1978, raising their family and con-
tributing to the development of the 
community and the commercial fi sh-
ing industry as their forebears had.  

Aileen Grant and Kristine Ennis, 
the granddaughters of Margret and 
Norman, shared their memories and 
photos with the Express, saying the 
Stevens family were among the ear-
liest of Gimli’s residents and played 
an integral role in the development 
of the town. They also contributed to 
the social fabric of their community 
through their preservation of the Ice-
landic culture and history.

Kristine Ennis, who moved to Gimli 
from the U.S. with her husband and 
daughter, said she has a strong con-
nection to the home.

“My grandparents Norman and 
Margret Stevens raised their family 
in that home and I have many fond 
memories of it myself,” said Ennis.  

The Stevens family helped develop 
Gimli in its early days, she said, and 
are part of the Gimli Saga, published 
in 1975 by the Gimli Women’s Insti-
tute. The Saga provides a history of 
the Icelanders who immigrated to 
Manitoba and the contributions they 
made. 

Ennis’ cousin Aileen Grant, who 
now lives in B.C., said her grand-
parents were quite poor in the 1930s 
and early 1940s, and that it was only 
through “hard work and sacrifi ce” 
that they were able to buy the Fourth 
Avenue home from the Paulson fam-
ily.

Over the years her grandmother 
Margret made a substantial contri-
bution to the preservation of Gimli’s 
history, she said, by spending count-
less volunteer hours working on the 
Gimli Saga from the dining room of 
the home. 

“One of my fondest memories as a 
child in the early ‘70s was watching 
her type and write at that dining ta-
ble, among stacks of great old leath-
er-bound books and documents on 
special loan to her from the library ar-
chives,” said Grant. “I was allowed to 
look at, but not touch, what appeared 
to my young mind as mysterious an-

cient volumes from the olden days of 
New Iceland. It was the award-win-
ning Gimli Saga she was working on 
as a member of the history commit-
tee. Over those many months she re-
searched, interviewed local families, 
wrote, edited and even illustrated 
to bring that Saga to life. I recall nu-
merous visitors to the house related 
to that purpose, including from the 
committee chair, Ethel Howard, and 
then-Mayor Violet Einarson.”

Margret Stevens was born into the 
Blondal family and was adopted by 
the Skaptason family after her mother 
died. Her father Bjorn Blondal built 
the original Lakeview Hotel in Gimli 
and the historic H.P. Tergesen home, 
which is a few doors down from the 
Stevens’ home and one of Gimli’s her-
itage homes. 

Margret’s uncle, Jon Blondal, was a 
renowned photographer who found-
ed Baldwin and Blöndal, a studio that 
produced volumes of photographs of 
New Icelanders, which Grant said are 
cherished by their descendants and by 
historians. Margret’s brother, August 
Blondal, was a physician and a tal-
ented artist who designed the Pioneer 
Memorial Cairn in Gimli to commem-
orate the arrival of the fi rst Icelandic 
settlers in the area in 1875. Margret’s 
adoptive father Joseph Skaptason was 
appointed the provincial chief inspec-
tor of fi sheries around 1920.  

Margret, who was a school teacher, 
was inspired to produce the Gimli 
Saga through her lifelong role in the 
Gimli Women’s Institute, beginning 
in 1922 when she was 20 years old. 
After the fi nal version of the book 
was published, Margret then started 

working on her and Norman’s re-
spective family histories. The dedica-
tion Margret had for historiography 
inspired Grant herself to pursue her 
own work in genealogy.

Grant and Ennis shared part of a 
scrapbook Margret had kept. It con-
tains photographs that include the 
original Lakeview Hotel in 1907 and 
the hockey team on which Norman 
played. Margret also preserved news-

EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF KRISTINE ENNIS AND AILEEN GRANT
Peggy Stevens wedding party at the house. From left: (standing) Dr. George 

Johnson, Joe Stevens, Joe’s wife Kristine (Sigurgeirson), John Grant, Peggy 

Stevens, Margret and Norman.

Gimli home with historical connections to early Icelanders cherished 

Margret and Norman outside the 

house.

Norman and Margret’s three 

granddaughters on the porch in 1975. 

From left: Denise, Debbie (Norma’s 

daughters) and Kristine (Gudrun’s 

daughter).

Norman with his hockey team, which 

won a trophy in 1931.

The Stevens family on Norman and Margret’s 25th wedding anniversary in 1950. 
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paper clippings of notable occasions, informa-
tion about her family and obituaries. 

Like Margret’s family, Norman’s side of the 
family also had a connection to the commercial 
fi shery. His descendants worked in the indus-
try and Norman himself worked fi rst as a clerk 
then manager of the Armstrong Gimli Fish 
Company. Norman’s father, Capt. John Ste-
vens, worked on the M.S. Goldfi eld freighter, 
which transported fi sh from camps and com-
munities along Lake Winnipeg. A room in the 
Selkirk Marine Museum pays homage to the 
Stevens family contribution to the fi shing in-
dustry. 

Over the years, the Stevens family enter-
tained a number of notable Manitobans at the 
Fourth Avenue home, including Dr. George 
Johnson, a physician who later served as MLA, 
cabinet minister and Manitoba’s 20th lieuten-
ant-governor and who also earned the Order 
of Canada. Johnson’s wife Doris (nee Blondal) 
was Margret’s fi rst cousin. 

Grant said the most frequent visitor to the 
Stevens’ home was the Johnsons’ springer 
spaniel, Lucy, who use to roam the neighbour-
hood and would promptly arrive at 11 a.m. on 
the porch where Margret would greet her with 
a chunk of cheddar cheese.

“My grandparents were great examples of 
that fi rst generation of Canadian-born New 
Icelanders, with strong ties to other Gimli fam-
ilies and to their Icelandic forebears, cousins, 
culture, language and history,” said Grant. 

The Fourth Avenue home was originally 
owned by the then village mayor Christian P. 
Paulson, who emigrated from Iceland in 1876, 
a year after the fi rst Icelanders arrived in the 
area known as New Iceland. The Stevens’ de-
scendants (Norman’s parents) had also emi-
grated that year and Grant said she thinks the 
Paulsons and Stevens families “likely” knew 
each another through their connection to the 
commercial fi shing industry.   

Grant said she’s grateful to the Barlows for 
their stewardship of the home from the late ‘70s 
onwards, and they had in the past graciously 
allowed members of the Stevens family to visit 
the home on several occasions, which “meant 
so much to me and other descendants.”

The last decade [1970s] in which Norman and 
Margret lived in the Fourth Avenue home was 
one that all the grandchildren and their last 
surviving child particularly remember and 
cherish, said Grant. There were many family 
gatherings, traditional Icelandic food and tales 
of Gimli. Norman and Margret celebrated their 
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By Av Olson
Thirty below zero. The sky was clear 

blue, the air very sharp, and a light 
but frigid breeze blew from the north. 

Before breakfast, the boy’s dad had 
taken a shovel full of coals from the 
wood furnace and put them on a 
piece of sheet metal that he slid under 
the oil pan of the LA Case tractor. The 
coals would liquefy the frozen oil in 
the pan and allow the engine to turn 
over and, hopefully, start. 

The big work tractor was built in the 
mid-’40s, and although it only put 
out around 45 horse-power, it could 
pull anything he owned. That day, it 
was his stackmover that needed to be 
hauled. 

The boy’s dad had made the stack-
mover by hand — welded the frame 
himself, laminated the wooden beams 
himself, recycled an old winch and 
designed the hydraulics. 

The fi nished product was a platform 
consisting of 10 16-foot laminated 
wooden beams spaced a foot apart, 
pointed at one end and resting on a 
heavy steel frame on wheels. 

The mover would be backed up to a 
haystack and the platform would be 
tilted by hydraulics so that the point-
ed ends of the beams could touch the 
ground. 

A sling would be put around the back 
of the stack and, using a series of ca-
bles and pulleys attached to the sling 
and powered by the tractor’s power 

take off , the four-ton haystack would 
be winched onto the tilted platform. 
The platform would be returned to 
level and the haystack hauled away. 
Unloading was the same process in 
reverse. 

The method saved signifi cant time 
and labour compared to pitching hay 
by hand, and it meant one man could 
do it himself. 

Volume had driven the need for 
mechanization. 

Two men could pitch and move 
enough hay to feed 10 or 20 cows for 
the winter, but what if you had 40 
cows and only one man? You needed 
machinery, and machinery cost mon-
ey. Much cheaper to make it yourself.

While mechanization makes a man 
more effi  cient, it doesn’t change the 
weather. 

Some wild hay was stacked in areas 
where the heavy stackmover would 
get stuck in soft ground during warm 
weather, so the hay had to be fetched 
well after the prairies froze solid. That 
made snow in the fi elds a problem. 

The tractor was big and heavy, and 
with the chains installed on the big 
lugged tires, it could plow through a 
lot of snow, but there were still some 
deep drifts that would have to be 
shovelled by hand. 

The cold was a problem. The boy’s 
dad would be out in the -30 C weath-
er for a least three hours, the bulk of 
which would be spent driving the 

tractor with no physical motion to 
generate body heat. GoreTex and 
Thinsulate were not yet in the lexicon, 
but wool, felt and leather were.

He wore a giant canvas parka with 
several layers underneath, ending at 
long wool underwear. Heavy over-
sized boots with several socks and 
insoles were the best, but those feet 
would be lumps of ice by the time 
they returned — stamp your feet all 
you want. 

Heavy leather mitts that went al-
most to the elbow, lined with wool 
mitts, still would not keep his fi ngers 
from turning white. 

Luckily, he could warm his hands 
on the tractor’s engine block enough 
to make them supple enough to hook 
and unhook the chains and cables of 
the stackmover. 

His head was covered with a canvas 
earfl ap hat lined with wool, covered 
by the parka’s hood. The edges of the 
hood would be white with frost from 
his frozen breath, and if he was lucky 
his cheeks would be red with cold 
and not white with frostbite when he 
returned.

So he set off , sitting on the tractor 
seat in the open air, his breath in fro-
zen puff s behind him, the tractor’s 
exhaust a plume in the air. Three 
hours later he returned and unloaded 
the stack, then went into the house 
to warm up. Tomorrow he would go 
again, without complaint.

There are lots of men like him in the 
world. Quiet men who do the hard 
things because they know they are 
the thin edge of the wedge that feeds 
and houses their family. Men who are 
out of the house fi rst and back in last. 
Men who do not separate their work 
from their lives, nor from their family. 
Men like his dad.

HINDSIGHT is a new monthly feature 
written by a long-time Interlake resident 
who writes under the pen-name Av Olson 
While each story is based on real events, 
minor creative liberties have been taken 
and names have been changed. 

Av Olson and his siblings.

HINDSIGHT ... hauling hay on a cold winter day

Norman and Margret Stevens’ 50th anniversary in July 1975. 

Nearly all of their descendants from across Canada and the 

U.S. were present at 44 Fourth Ave., as were more than 100 of 

their friends and neighbours.

50th wedding anniversary at the house in 1975. 
“Two years from now, many of the Stevens descendants 

will reunite for the 150th Gimli anniversary and refl ect fond-
ly on that gathering 50 years prior,” said Grant.   

The house, which had been formerly named the Paulson 
House, was renamed by Gimli council a few months ago to 
the Barlow House to recognize former mayor and councillor 
Bill Barlow and his family’s 45-year history of caring for the 
home.

 >  HISTORIC CONNECTIONS, FROM PG. 6



By Patricia Barrett
A small Arborg guest house that’s 

available as a short-term rental is big 
on country charm and gaining popu-
larity since it was launched last year.

Ashley and Graham Campbell, 
who both grew up in Arborg, built a 
480-square-foot home on the last lot at 
the north end of town and are off ering 
it as a short-term rental on Airbnb.

“Graham and I really love host-
ing guests and building this unique, 
small guest house was always some-
thing we thought about,” said Ash-
ley Campbell. “We wanted to keep it 
small, almost at tiny house size pro-
portions, but create a modern, roman-
tic and memorable place for guests 
to rest, relax and recharge and take a 
step back from their busy lives.”

The house, which sits on a one-
acre treed lot and is fully serviced by 
town utilities, has an open concept 
design with a luxurious, minimalist 
interior, a full kitchen that includes 
a Nespresso coff ee machine, a tiled 
walk-in shower, queen-sized bed and 
full-sized sofa. The Campbells also 
installed a barbecue and a hot tub on 
the deck outside where guests can 
relax after a stroll around town or an 
adventure in the countryside.

Launched last August, the house 
and the hot tub are available all four 
seasons, and Campbell said the guests 
they’ve hosted to date have compli-
mented them on the structure’s de-
sign and fi nishings and the local at-
tractions.

“Our guests can wake up with the 
sun and their have coff ee. And at the 
end of the day they can sit in the hot 
tub surrounded by trees and watch 
the sun set,” she said.

The short-term rental is ideal for 
people who live in urban centres and 
want to get away from the hustle and 

bustle of city life. Arborg has lots to 
off er in summer with entertainment 
such as the Street Festival; the Arborg 
& District Multicultural Heritage 
Village (museum) and fi reworks on 
special occasions; the Arborg Bakery 
with its famous bread, pastries and 
pizza; and plenty of outdoor recre-
ational pursuits such as strolls and 
picnics along the Icelandic River with 
its iconic bridges, as well as winter 
skating and hiking along the river 
trail. 

“We live in a really great community. 
Arborg is a small town but we have a 
lot to off er here. In the winter I tell our 
guests to bring their skates because 
we have a wonderful skating trail on 

the Icelandic River,” said Campbell. 
“I think that being in the country we 
take for granted how much outdoor 
space we have here. The city is so 
busy. Here, you can sit on the deck 
and listen to the birds sing. That’s a 
huge thing for people in the city who 
don’t have that kind of environment.”

The house is not intended for peo-
ple who want to party, she said. It’s 
geared towards couples, best friends 
or mothers and daughters wanting an 
opportunity to unwind in a rural set-
ting.

The home can be found on Airbnb or 
on Instagram under the name @ourti-
nyhideaway.
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Free Range Raised
Never Fed antibiotics or 

growth hormones
- low fat

- high protein
- high iron

Provincially inspected

Your full-service meat 
shop, offering an extensive 

selection of fresh, 
premium elk and bison 

products for unparalleled 
taste and nutrition

CALL OR TEXT 204-791-9856 
( b y  a p p o i n t m e n t  o n l y )

E M A I L :  s t o n e w o o d e l k r a n c h @ g m a i l . c o m

 Farm
- t o -

Fork

Great Meals  Start 
with Quality  Meats

D I R ECT I O N S  F R O M  B A L M O R A L : 1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N 
H W Y  2 3 6  & 1 .75  M I L E S  E A ST  O N  R OA D  8 4 N 

O R  1  M I L E  S O U T H  O N  H W Y  7  A N D  1 . 2 5  M I L E S  W E ST 
O N  R OA D  8 4 N  ( Watch for Stonewood Elk Ranch sign)

M E AT  S H O P 
L O CAT E D  O N 

T H E  FA R M

EXPRESS PHOTOS COURTESY OF GRAHAM AND ASHLEY CAMPBELL
Graham and Ashley Campbell outside their small guest house in Arborg. The 

house is available as a short-term rental under the name Our Tiny Hideaway.

Small guest house in Arborg goes big on country charm

The open concept home features a 

queen bed and sofa.
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AA Meetings in Ashern
Open Meeting

Time: 6-7pm Fridays 
Starting Friday March 3rd.

Location: #11 2nd Ave North
-Pioneer Manor

( beside the main door entrance 
of Pioneer Manor)

Contact AAMBCO@mts.net

Community Support Service

Gimli Group AA
Bldg 18 Municipal Rd

Industrial Park

Fri & Sun Mtgs at 7:30 pm

Al-Anon 
Gimli and Winnipeg Beach

AA Winnipeg Beach
Lady of the Lake RC Church

Corner of Hwy. 9 and Lake Ave., 
Winnipeg Beach

Meetings are Saturdays 
between 7 and 8 p.m.

Contact Ann J 204-389-3417

AA Riverton Group 
12 Main St. at the

Riverton Senior Centre
Mondays 7:30 p.m. 

AA Eriksdale
Eriksdale United Church building
#7 Main Street, Erikesdale (side door)

Meetings are Mondays 
at 6:30 p.m.

Join us at 17B Loni Beach Road, next 
to New Horizon building… Gimli at 
7:00 pm Wednesday evenings for an 
hour of support, strength, guidance 
and Hope. Contact 204-389-4777. 

All ages welcome.
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Call Today if you would like your items Consigned!

 EXPRESS PHOTO BY DIANE WATTLING  
Ice fi shers are reminded to be cautious of open water. 

On Jan. 7 there was open water about two feet 

wide along the ice ridge in Balsam Bay. The recorded 

temperature for Gimli on Sunday was -14 degrees C. 

Help the Express record the weather of the week and 

send in your photos of friends or family enjoying the 

outdoors. Email: news@expressweeklynews.ca.

By Lana Meier
The Gypsumville RCMP executed four search war-

rants at separate residences in the community of Pinay-
mootang First Nation on Jan. 4. The RCMP Emergency 
Response Team, RCMP Explosives Disposal Unit and 
RCMP Police Dog Services all assisted in executing the 
warrants.

The searches resulted in the seizure of two fi rearms, 
including a double-barreled shotgun and a handgun, 
along with ammunition. Additionally, drug traffi  cking 
paraphernalia and both bulk and individually pack-
aged crack cocaine and powder cocaine were also con-
fi scated.

 Three individuals were arrested as a result of these 
warrants:

Stella Woodford, a 69-year-old female, has been 
charged with possession for purpose of traffi  cking and 
two counts of breach of conditions.

Gypsumville RCMP execute search 
warrants, seize drugs and guns

Courtney Woodford, a 35-year-old 
male, has been charged with multiple 
off enses including possession for the 
purpose of traffi  cking, unsafe storage 
of fi rearms, possession of a weapon 
for dangerous purpose, unauthorized 
possession of four fi rearms, posses-
sion of a weapon obtained by crime, 
possession of weapons while prohib-
ited and breach of conditions on two 
separate occasions.

Kaylon Houle, a 34-year-old female, 
has been charged with multiple of-
fences including possession for the 
purpose of traffi  cking, unsafe storage 
of fi rearms, possession of a weapon 
for dangerous purpose, unauthorized 
possession of fi rearm (four counts) 
and possession of weapon obtained 
by crime.

All three suspects remain in custody.
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By David Connors
After being shut down for three 

years, the Safe Ride Home program 
quickly hit its stride. A total of 77 vol-
unteers got 103 groups home safe and 
snug (along with their vehicles) after 
a night of good cheer. Organizers only 
expect those numbers to grow next 
holiday season. 

Volunteers came from community 
groups such as Gimli Car Club, Gimli 
Cross Country Ski Club, Skate In-
terlake, Gimli Minor Hockey, Gimli 
Curling Club, Kiwanis, Diageo, as 
well as members of the public.

“This was the fi rst time the Rotary 
Club ran the program,” said co-chair 
Dave LeBlanc, adding that the club 
had invaluable support from Judy 
Kushnir and the Gimli Car Club, 
which had operated the program for 
15 years.

“We had a late start, which caused a 
lot of anxiety. But we are committed 
to doing it again next year. And we 
will be better — rides were just half of 
what they were pre-COVID.” 

What had LeBlanc pumped was 
the considerable support Gimli busi-
nesses and volunteers gave to the pro-
gram.

“Gimli is almost an over-supporter 
of community events,” said LeBlanc.

There were at least 15 volunteers on 
duty each Friday and Saturday night 
in December, plus New Year’s Eve, 
and there was plenty of food donated 
by local stores and eateries to keep 
them fuelled up. Speros Pizza, Bren-
nivins and Pacos sent over pizzas to 
Operation Red Nose headquarters, 
which was in a meeting room donat-
ed by the Lakeview Resort for the en-
tire month of December. Tim Hortons 
and Robin’s provided doughnuts and 
coff ee, Shelley Hays (of the much-
missed Shelley D’s) cooked up a big 
pot of chilli, buckets of fried chicken 
arrived from Chicken Chef, Interlake 
Brewery sent over some of their deli-
cious creations, and the list goes on. 
Prairie Communications donated 14 
two-way radios to keep Red Nose 
teams in touch with dispatchers.

Other businesses donated gift bas-
kets to be used for prize draws for 
volunteers. Please see the Rotary 
Club’s Thank You ad for a full list of 
donors. 

The three Gimli auto dealers each 
donated vehicles for the program. 

“It was so much fun,” said co-chair 

Dwayne Binns. “We are already get-
ting phone calls from people and 
businesses who want to be involved 
next year.”

Along with all the fun, volunteers 
also had some grave reasons for par-
ticipating.

When Binns was asked why he vol-
unteers, he replied, “We have all seen 
the tragic results of drunk driving. I 
just want to help prevent that from 
happening.”

LeBlanc treasures his time in the 
community and likes to give back. 

 “When I was leaving home to join 
the RCMP, my grandparents told me 
to regard every place I was trans-
ferred to as home. And after I retired, 

I fi nally had the time to do everything 
in the community that I couldn’t do 
while I was working,” said LeBlanc.

When the $2,619 donated by clients 
and cash from local businesses are 
added up, the Rotary Club’s Opera-
tion Red Nose plans to donate fi ve 
$1,000 cheques to local youth groups.

But the primary goal of Operation 
Red Nose is to get people — and 
sometimes their dogs (one group of 
four piled in with their canine com-
panion) — home safely.

“One client told me he was so glad 
the program was back because a year 
or two ago, he ended up driving his 
vehicle into the ditch!”

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Rotary co-chair Dwayne Binns is happy to report that 103 groups were delivered 

home safely during the holiday season thanks to a number of groups and 

volunteers.

Operation Red Nose turned out to be quite the ride



The Express Weekly News   Thursday, January 11, 2024    11   

By Patricia Barrett
Although Manitobans struggled 

with infl ation and the arrival of high-
er mortgage rates in 2023, the real es-
tate market in the Interlake remained 
relatively stable and is expected to 
follow suit this year.

Kim Giesbrecht, owner of Gimli-
based Right Choice Realty, said Mani-
toba is somewhat immune to extreme 
housing price fl uctuations that some 
of Canada’s biggest cities typically ex-
perience. 

“The relative stability we saw last 
year speaks to the steadiness of our 
market in Manitoba. We don’t experi-
ence the real estate market highs and 
the lows as much as big cities such 
as Vancouver or Toronto do. Mani-
toba generally tends to hold steady,” 
she said. “We did defi nitely see an 
increase in housing prices during 
COVID and an increased demand 
for property, but prices are defi nitely 
holding steady.”

Giesbrecht crunched the numbers 
from 2023 to provide a snapshot of the 
Interlake region, which for the pur-
poses of her analysis runs from Clan-
deboye to Hecla in the eastern half of 
the region and from the northern bor-
der of the RM of Rosser to Ashern in 
the western half of the region, as well 
as all the communities in between in-
cluding Stonewall, Arborg and Fisher 
Branch.

In the residential detached homes 
category (excluding condominiums, 
duplexes and side-by-sides), Gies-
brecht said the number of sales in 
2022 were higher than they were last 
year.

There were 363 sales in 2022 and 
325 sales in 2023, roughly a 10 per 
cent decline. But at the same time, the 
average sale price for homes in that 
category increased from $272,000 to 
$280,000. 

And although there was a provincial 
property assessment in 2022, Gies-
brecht said that generally does not 
aff ect housing sale prices as that is 
determined by the market and factors 
such as location. Assessment values 
determine what a homeowner will 
pay in property taxes. 

Digging down further on housing 
prices in the residential detached 
category, Giesbrecht said there was 
a modest increase in sale prices for 
stock in the mid-$300,000 range.

“Sales decreased by 40 units in 2023 
verses 2022 for anything priced up 
to $349,999. That’s a pretty big num-
ber. However, that price range had a 
modest increase of 1.1 per cent where 
we saw the average price increas-
ing from $214,289 up to $216,721,” 
she said. “Residential detached can 
also include a higher-end winter-

ized cottage. Because we’re looking 
at areas right up to Ashern, we see 
smaller rural properties that aren’t 
priced higher. We’re hard-pressed in 
Gimli, for example, to fi nd a home 
in the [$200,000] price range. Price is 
relative to location and the number of 
people that want to live there and that 
can either increase or decrease market 
demand.”

Homes in smaller Interlake rural 
communities will give people “more 
bang for their buck,” she added, but 
the trade-off  comes with a lack of 
proximity to conveniences such as 
health-care facilities, schools and 
shopping. Properties in Stonewall or 
lakefront properties will typically be 
priced higher than homes in remote 
rural areas.

One of the interesting fi ndings 
from her analysis was that Interlake 
properties priced in the $350,000 to 
$499,000 range saw higher sales num-
bers in 2023, with 65 units sold com-
pared to 59 units sold in 2022. Units 
priced $500,000 and over, however, 
saw a decrease in the number of sales.

She also researched the R26 area — 
the Winnipeg Real Estate Board des-
ignates diff erent areas by numbers 
and letters — which stretches from 
roughly Silver Harbour down to Mat-
lock and about three to four miles 
west of Highway 8. She found that 
sales numbers decreased last year 
but, again, increased in sale price.

Prices in six diff erent categories 
Giesbrecht said she looked at showed 
no housing price decreases. Overall, 
prices for homes in the region tended 
to increase.

Although there were increases in in-
terest rates from the Bank of Canada 
in 2022 and 2023, Giesbrecht said In-
terlake sale and price data for housing 
from 2023 were generally “positive,” 
meaning there was no substantial im-
pact on the market. 

“Real estate is still one of the more 
stable investments. In Winnipeg, there 
might be a little more up and down, 
but in our rural areas there’s gener-
ally a slow and steady increase,” said 
Giesbrecht. 

In terms of what people can expect 
in 2024, Giesbrecht said projections 
indicate a “slight increase” in the 
number of sales and prices towards 
the second half of the year.

There are buyers out there waiting 
to fi nd the right property. Because 
there’s a general lack of inventory 
and fewer properties on the market, 
buyers have had fewer choices. And 
that tends to keep demand and pric-
ing steady, she said.

If regulations for short-term rentals 
(STRs) aff ect the way some proper-

ties are operated — Gimli for instance 
passed a short-term rental bylaw and 
an accommodation tax bylaw — Gies-
brecht said that could possibly bring 
those properties to market. Continu-
ing infl ation, as well, could mean peo-
ple have less money to spend on STR 
vacations.

“I think there might be a slight in-
crease in recreational properties com-
ing to the market in 2024 as people 
look at their overall fi nancing or 
think they don’t need a cottage any-
more,” she said. “Or if some people 
who were using cottages and homes 
for short-term rentals see demand 
for those dropping, that will open up 
more inventory.”

Some people may be feeling anxious 
about higher mortgage rates right 
now, she said, but the stress test, which 
applies to federally regulated banks 
and which requires people to qualify 
for a mortgage at a higher rate, has ac-
tually served as a “buff er” during in-
fl ation, allowing many people to hold 
on to their homes. And, historically, 
mortgage rates went through the roof 
in the 1980s at around 18 per cent or 
higher compared to the last decade or 
so.

“To expect interest rates at two or 
three per cent to continue forever is 
unreasonable,” she said. “And even 
though they’re in the fi ve per cent 
range right now, in terms of an in-
vestment in housing, it’s a reasonable 
amount to expect to pay,” she said. “I 
think many people are still having to 
make adjustments from when they 
were paying a lower mortgage rate, 
but they’re still able to aff ord their 
home in Manitoba. And I think buy-
ers will still be able to fi nd something 
they’ll be comfortable in and securing 
their future.”

For more information about services 
and properties, contact Right Choice 

Realty at 204-641-8450, email kim@
rightchoicerealty.ca or visit the com-
pany’s website: rightchoicerealty.ca

EXPRESS PHOTO BY JO-ANNE PROCTER
The lack of inventory and fewer properties on the market tends to keep demand 

and pricing steady.

Interlake real estate holds steady through inflation and increasing mortgage rates

PHOTO SUBMITTED
Nate Borkowsky of Gimli was 

recently awarded the Conservatory 

Canada Medal for Excellence for the 

Level 1 Classic Conservatory Canada 

piano exam. This award represents 

the highest mark in that subject and 

grade in the province of Manitoba.

Nate is a Grade 3 student at  

Sigurbjorg Stefansson Early School 

(Gimli) and studies private piano with 

Brenda Gulay of Arborg.

Music medal
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By Gloria Thomas
The heroic eff orts of Interlake fi re-

fi ghters were on display last month as 
a pair of neighbouring departments 
worked together to battle an inferno 
that leveled multiple buildings near 
Gimli.

Firefi ghters from the Gimli and Fra-
serwood Fire Departments responded 
to a property on Provincial Road 231, 
between highways 8 and 9, around 
2:15 p.m. on Dec. 17, said Gimli’s dep-
uty fi re chief Ken Arnason.

Crews arrived to fi nd one building 
completely engulfed in fl ames, with 
the blaze beginning to spread to an-
other. The heat was so fi erce it charred 
cinder blocks, melted the front of a 
nearby car and caused materials in-
side the burning buildings to burst 
from the pressure, he said.

Wind gusts of 50 kilometres per hour 
fuelled the fl ames, which soared up to 
30 feet tall and threatened neighbour-
ing buildings.

“The guys did a great job because 
with such a high wind it could have 
taken the house,” Arnason said. 
“They were there around the clock, 
and continued to monitor the site 
long after the fi re was out.”

Property owners Richard and Shel-
ley Petrowski were in Winnipeg at the 
time of the fi re but were alerted to the 
emergency by friends and family. The 
pair rushed back to fi nd their garage 
and an attached shed burning and 
two full complements of fi refi ghters 
on hand. 

The South Felsendorf school (1901-
1957), which was once located on 
Highway 231 near the Gimli Yard, 
was one of the buildings damaged 
in the fi re. The structure was moved 
to the family homestead by Richard 
Petrowski’s father, Edwin, in the late 

1960s. The school, which was situated 
behind the house and used as storage 
throughout the years, was reduced to 
rubble. 

Although the property damage was 
devastating, the family is grateful that 
the house was untouched and that the 
children, who were home at the time, 
were uninjured, Richard said.

“We did not have insurance and we 
had 50 years of stuff  in those build-
ings,” he said, adding the family is 
now picking through piles of rubble 
in an attempt to salvage anything that 
survived the blaze. 

It is unclear what caused the fi re; 
however, there is no indication of foul 
play. 

There will be no investigation by the  
Offi  ce of the Fire Commissioner as 
there was no insurance.

In a public Facebook message, the 
Petrowskis extended sincere thanks 
to the collaborating fi re departments 
for their quick response and incred-
ible skill.

“We all know you cannot thank a 
fi reman without thanking their fami-
lies. I have no words to describe how 

grateful I am for the sacrifi ce you make,” the post said.

EXPRESS PHOTOS BY GLORIA THOMAS
Charred ash and rubble is all that remains of an outbuilding on the Petrowski 

property near Gimli after a fi re broke loose on the afternoon of Dec. 17.

Intense heat expelled by the fl ames caused the front end of a sedan parked 

nearby to melt. 

Fuelled by strong winds, the fl ames 

soared to 30 feet high at some points 

 — large enough to be spotted by 

passing motorists on Provincial Road 

231.

Gimli, Fraserwood firefighters team up to save family home

Submitted by IERHA
The fi rst baby of 2024 has arrived 

in Interlake-Eastern Regional 
Health Authority.

Safi a Sharif and her husband Ta-
lal Tasse of East St. Paul welcomed 
their daughter Reham at 11:14 p.m. 
New Year’s day at Selkirk Region-
al Health Centre.

Weighing seven pounds and 15 
ounces, she is the Tasse family’s 
third child. Excited to meet their 
baby sister were brother Zyad, 10, 
and sister Reem, 9.

The Tasses said their experience 
in the obstetric unit was unsur-
passed.

“The staff  were very helpful. It 

was quiet and this has been the 
most comfortable room for us,” 
Sharif said.

Tasse noted the attentiveness of 
staff .

“Whenever she was uncomfort-
able, there was always someone 
there to take care of her,” Tasse 
said.

Betty Milkowski, chair of the Sel-
kirk Hospital Gift Shop volunteers, 
maintained a tradition by gifting 
Reham’s family with a hand-knit 
outfi t and blanket, diapers, a ham-
per, playpen and other items to 
celebrate the arrival the fi rst baby 
to arrive at the health centre. She 
said the volunteers make the New 

Year’s baby gift tradition possible.
 “The most important thing is all 

the work that the volunteers do 
to help us. They make it possible 
for us to donate and help. This 
has been going on since the fi rst 
hospital was built in Selkirk and 
the original ladies auxiliary was 
founded. We extend our best wish-
es to the family,” Milkowski said.

 Dr. Jennifer Preun attended the 
delivery. In 2023, 444 babies were 
born at Selkirk Regional Health 
Centre. That’s an increase over the 
397 babies born in 2022.  

Anyone interested in delivering 
with Selkirk’s obstetrics unit is in-
vited to call 204-482-5800 for more 

PHOTO SUBMITTED
The Tasse family with Interlake-Eastern 

Regional Health Authority’s fi rst baby of the 

year (left to right): Talal, Zyad, Safi a with 

Reham, Reem and grandmother Maria. 

First baby of the year celebrated at Selkirk Regional Health Centre

information and to arrange a tour of the facil-
ity.
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By Becca Myskiw
It’s something out of a fairytale — 

the horses harnessed up to the sleigh, 
pulling it through the white, fl uff y 
snow as the bells on their ropes jingle, 
carrying you along. They take you 
through the woods, out into the vast 
prairie landscape and past cows graz-
ing on hay.

The sleigh rides at Heavy Gate Farm 
provide a unique experience near Er-
iksdale. The farm, known for its beef 
and grain production, introduced the 
picturesque rides with their Clydes-
dale horses last year. This season has 
already begun on a busy note.

Clydesdales are among the tall-
est horse breeds, originally bred in 
Scotland for heavy farm and indus-
trial work. Clydesdales are large and 
strong with well-endowed legs that 
feather by the hooves. They’re alert 
and calm, making the Clydesdale 
horse suitable for riding.

Combine that with their work abili-
ties; they’re the perfect horse to pull 
a sleigh.

Arlene Brandson Darknell and Da-
vid Darknell run Heavy Gate Farm. 
The couple got their fi rst two Clydes-
dale horses in 2014: yearlings Dawne 
and Rayne. David worked tirelessly 
to harness break the horses himself, 
and 10 years later, they’re the farm’s 
leading team for pulling the sleigh.

This year, though, 12-year-old Tan-

go pulls the sleigh with Dawne while 
Rayne rests and raises her foal. The 
lack of snow has also caused the pair 
to pull the wagon through the trails 
instead of the sleigh, and it’s caused 
the route for the rides to change 
slightly. Instead of taking the wind-
ing trails Arlene and David cleared 
through their farm, the route right 
takes people through the hay yard, 
past the cattle and diff erent parts of 
the farm.

“We wanted to off er not just a sleigh 
ride, but we wanted to off er an expe-
rience with that,” said Arlene, noting 
the ride takes people past their cattle 
so they can learn more about agricul-
ture and life on the farm.

Each sleigh ride costs $15 per person 
and lasts for 20 minutes, though it’ll 
feel like much less when you’re tak-
ing it all in. Once it’s done, there’s a 
warmup shack for people to use, com-
plete with hot chocolate and bonfi res 
for them to enjoy with each other.

Each ride has to be booked in ad-
vance so Heavy Gate Farm can ensure 
their horses aren’t overworked and so 
they can keep track of the schedule 
and numbers each day. One ride can 
take 10 people, and you can sign up in 
groups or individually. The wagon is 
also accessible. Every day is weather- 
and horse-dependent, so pre-booking 
also lets the farm keep in contact with 

people, letting them know if they 
must postpone any days.

Arlene and David plan to keep off er-
ing the sleigh rides until the weekend 
of Feb. 10 when they’ll start preparing 
for the calving season.

“I think it just connects people with 
nature and also farm life,” said Ar-
lene. “And it’s something in the area 

for everyone to do.”
Heavy Gate Farm is planning to 

keep adding family-friendly activities 
and start off ering their horse-drawn 
wagon rides in the fall. To keep up to 
date with them and to get in contact, 
follow their Facebook page at Heavy 
Gate Farm.

EXPRESS PHOTO SUBMITTED
Heavy Gate Farms, just outside of Eriksdale, is off ering sleigh rides with their 

Clydesdale horses. 

Eriksdale farm offers fairytale experience with horse-drawn sleigh rides

By Lana Meier
The Manitoba government, led by 

Housing, Addictions and Homeless-
ness Minister Bernadette Smith, has 
committed to taking tangible mea-
sures in tackling homelessness. A 
fund of $5.7 million will be allocated 
in stages to aid those who are cur-
rently experiencing or at risk of ex-
periencing homelessness during the 
winter season. 

According to Smith, homelessness is 
a complex problem that involves pov-
erty, trauma, discrimination, mental 
health and addictions. Furthermore, 
the current low-vacancy rates and 
high housing costs exacerbate the is-
sue. The provincial government is 
dedicated to collaborating with gov-
ernment offi  cials at all levels to allevi-
ate this pressing need by constructing 
more social and aff ordable housing 
options and providing comprehen-
sive support services to help individ-
uals maintain stable housing.

The minister has revealed Mani-
toba’s plan to allocate over $2.8 mil-
lion in Phase 1 funding for the devel-
opment of supportive housing with 

wraparound services. This initiative 
will provide up to 250 rental units 
in cities such as Winnipeg, Brandon, 
Swan River and Portage la Prairie. 
The residential properties will consist 
of a mix of Manitoba Housing, non-
profi t and private market rentals, all 
supported by rent supplements.

In the upcoming year, phase two ini-
tiatives aimed at supporting women 
and LGBTQ2SIA+ individuals will 
be unveiled. These plans are being 
spearheaded by a newly formed col-
laborative action circle, co-chaired 
by the minister and Southern Chiefs’ 
Organization’s mobile crisis response 
team lead, Carol McCorrister. This 
group consists of members from vari-
ous Indigenous organizations, home-
less-serving sectors, and women’s 
groups across Manitoba. Once the 
winter response is completed, their 
attention will shift towards creating 
a provincewide plan to aid homeless 
women and gender-diverse individu-
als in fi nding permanent housing, as 
stated by the minister.

According to Jason Whitford, CEO 

of End Homelessness Winnipeg, these 
investments demonstrate a fi rm dedi-
cation and prompt response towards 
tackling important issues. Recent 
events have emphasized the need 
to prioritize support for Indigenous 
women, highlighting the valuable ef-
forts of our various community-based 
organizations in eff ectively address-
ing these challenges with co-ordinat-
ed care and compassion.

According to the minister, there will 
be additional housing developments 
in the future through collaboration 
with various government partners. 
The current short-term plan is the 
most substantial provincial invest-
ment ever made toward addressing 
homelessness during winter.

“Our government has a simple 
goal and an immense task — end-
ing chronic homelessness in Mani-
toba,” said Smith. “We can only solve 
this collaboratively with all levels of 
government and the community or-
ganizations tirelessly supporting un-
sheltered relatives, no matter their 
circumstance.”

During the months of November 
and December 2023, the Manitoba 
government reached out to various 
entities, including agencies, munici-
pal governments and Indigenous 
governments throughout the prov-
ince. The purpose was to gather input 
on a prompt provincial solution to 
support unsheltered Manitobans this 
winter. Emphasis was placed on those 
who are most vulnerable, such as 
women, children and LGBTQ2SIA+ 
individuals. The resulting winter re-
sponse plan refl ects the insights and 
recommendations gathered through 
these consultations.

The new collaborative action circle 
includes a variety of partners, such 
as End Homelessness Winnipeg, Ma 
Mawi Wi Chi Itata Centre, Sunshine 
House, Ka Ni Kanichihk, Southern 
Chiefs’ Organization, Mount Carmel 
Clinic and Aboriginal Health and 
Wellness Centre. More partners may 
also be added through ongoing con-
sultations.

Phase 2 is expected to be announced 
in early 2024, noted the minister.

Funds announced to aid unsheltered Manitobans during winter
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By Brian Bowman
The U18 AAA male Interlake Light-

ning split a pair of games with the Ke-
nora Thistles in northwestern Ontario 
last weekend.

On Sunday afternoon, Interlake 
blew a 4-0 second-period lead in a 
tough 6-5 loss to Kenora.

Drew Russell (two), James Franklin, 
Mason Bernier and Ian Buors scored 
in the losing cause.

Thistles’ goals were tallied by Tallon 
Caren (two), Callum McCormick, Bo 
Gartzke, Cole Bodner and Hudson 

Gagne. 
Saturday evening saw the Lightning 

defeat the Thistles 4-1.
Franklin, Brandon Burak, Jeremy 

Kawiuk, and Lucas Spencer scored 
for Interlake. 

Carter Peters answered for Kenora.
Dylan McFadyen stopped 35 shots 

for the victory. 
Last Wednesday, Interlake downed 

the Winnipeg Wild 3-1 in Teulon.
After a scoreless fi rst period, the 

Lightning’s Buors and Talon Hogg 
tallied in the second.

Winnipeg’s William Marceus and 
Hogg traded goals in the third.

Lightning netminder Alex Myers 
was outstanding, making 42 saves.

Interlake, in third place with 38 
points, will host the Pembina Valley 
Hawks on Saturday (7:30 p.m.) and 
the Parkland Rangers Sunday (1:30 
p.m.) in Teulon.

The U18 AAA female Lightning, 
meanwhile, played a great game in a 
2-1 road win over the Winnipeg Avros 
last Saturday.

Interlake trailed 1-0 in the third pe-

riod but scored a pair of goals for the 
comeback win.

Lightning scorers were Claire Hud-
son and Charleen Wong while Rory 
Lubkey replied for the Avros.

Rachel Halldorson made 37 saves 
for the win.

Interlake will host the Yellowhead 
Chiefs on Saturday (7:30 p.m.) in 
Stonewall and then take on the Pem-
bina Valley Hawks Sunday (2:30 p.m.) 
in Morden.

U18 AAA Interlake Lightning teams earn wins 

By Brian Bowman
The Arborg Ice Dawgs began the 

new years with a 6-2 loss to the Sel-
kirk Fishermen last Sunday in Sag-
keeng.

Selkirk, which scored three goals in 
the fi rst period and then three more 
in the third, received two tallies from 
Matt Wagner and singles by Ray-
mond Heff erman, Matt Brooks, Izzy 

Aime and Anthony Bruyere.
Austin Adair and Dainen Jacobson 

replied for Arborg.
Marcus Sharpe made 23 saves for 

the win.
Arborg will host the improving 

North Winnipeg Satelites Friday (8 
p.m.) and then visit the Lundar Fal-
cons Saturday (7 p.m.).

On Jan. 2, the Ice Dawgs were 

blanked 4-0 by the North Winnipeg 
Satelites.

North Winnipeg goals were scored 
by Logan Ashe in the second period 
and Dylan Care, Kayden Buff alo and 
Emerson Veloso in the third.

Arborg and Lundar then had their 
game on Jan. 5 postponed.

The Falcons were edged 4-3 at home 
last Saturday by the Beausejour Com-

ets.
Cayson McCreedy, Morgan Mantik, 

and Liam Russell scored for the Fal-
cons.

Satellites goals came from Clint 
Thomas (two), Jarvis Ewasko and 
Tanner Amos.

Lundar’s next game is Friday in 
Beausejour against the Comets. Game 
time is 8 p.m.

Ice Dawgs, Falcons begin 2024 with games

The Eriksdale Curling Club hosted a Men’s Bonspiel on Jan. 5 and 6 with twelve 

teams. The fi rst event was won by Robi Lewarne, Austin Hanslip, Ethan Spalding 

and Alex Ryden. The Shane Bauch team from Moosehorn won the second event 

and the Larry Weatherburn team from Eriksdale won the third event. 

A special thank you to Ethan Spalding for organizing the bonspiel and to all the 

generous sponsors who helped with its success.

EXPRESS PHOTO BY DONNA POOL

Men’s bonspiel 
winners
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> MEAL IDEASL IDEAS> M

Prep time: 5 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 6-8
2 tablespoons olive oil

chopped
1 teaspoon kosher salt, plus addition-

al, to taste (optional)
1 package (9 ounces) Cacique Pork 

Chorizo
2 teaspoons smoked paprika
1 teaspoon dried Mexican oregano
1 container (16 ounces) Cacique Me-

dium Homestyle Salsa
1 quart chicken stock
2 pounds boneless, skinless chicken 

thighs or breasts, trimmed of excess fat 
and diced

1 can (25 ounces) white hominy, 
drained and rinsed

1 lime, cut into wedges

Prep time: 35 minutes
Cook time: 40 minutes
Servings: 10
3 pounds russet potatoes (about 9 me-

dium potatoes), peeled and cubed
water
6 bacon strips, chopped
1 package Cacique Pork Chorizo
12 ounces Cacique Crema Mexicana
1/2 cup butter, cubed
1 1/2 teaspoons onion powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon garlic powder
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1 cup Cacique Oaxaca or Queso Que-

sadilla, shredded
1/2 cup Cacique Crema Mexicana 

Agria, for topping (optional)
3 green onions, chopped

3/4 cup crumbled Cacique Ranchero 
Queso Fresco

1/2 cup chopped cilantro
In large, heavy pot over medium 

heat, heat oil. Reserve 1/4 cup onion 
for garnish; add remaining onion to 
pot and season with salt. Saute until 
translucent, about 5 minutes.

Increase heat to medium-high; add 
pork chorizo and break it apart with 
spoon. Cook chorizo undisturbed until 
deeply browned and cooked through, 
3-5 minutes. Add smoked paprika and 
oregano; cook 30 seconds, or until fra-
grant.

Pour in salsa and scrape up browned 
bits from bottom of pan. Bring to sim-
mer 1-2 minutes, allowing it to thicken 
slightly then add stock and bring to 
simmer.

Stir in diced chicken and hominy. 
Decrease heat to medium and cook 
8-10 minutes until chicken is cooked 
through. Taste and season with more 
salt, if necessary. Remove from heat.

Serve bowls of pozole with reserved 
onion, lime wedges, crumbled queso 
fresco and chopped cilantro.

In Dutch over, add potatoes and cover 
with water. Bring to boil. Reduce heat; 
cook, uncovered, 10-15 minutes, or un-
til tender.

In skillet over medium heat, cook ba-
con until crisp. Drain on paper towels, 
chop into small pieces and set aside. 
Remove bacon grease from skillet and 
cook chorizo over medium-high heat, 
6-8 minutes.

Drain potatoes; add to pan. Mash po-
tatoes, gradually adding crema Mexi-
cana, butter, onion powder, salt, garlic 
powder and pepper. Transfer to greased 
13-by-9-inch baking dish; sprinkle with 
cheese, chorizo and bacon. Refrigerate, 
covered, up to 1 day.

Preheat oven to 350 F. Remove po-
tatoes from refrigerator and let stand 
while oven heats. Bake, covered, about 
30 minutes. Uncover; bake 10 minutes, 
or until heated through.

Drizzle with crema Mexicana agria 
and chopped green onions.

Smoky Chorizo 
and Chicken 

Pozole

Mexican Loaded 
Mashed Potatoes

Dear Money Lady Readers,  
December is the eat and spend too 

much month and January is the go on 
a diet and pay your bills month.

So, have you decided to really cre-
-

nances in order?  Or is it going to be 
like that gym membership you’ll sign 

to go.  I know we all have the best 
intentions to do things at the begin-
ning of a New Year, but then life gets 
in the way, challenges come up and 
we give in to the failure of our Janu-
ary goals yet again.  According to a 
recent study done by Stats Canada, 

Canadians are dealing with debt. So 
don’t beat yourself up if you have 
debt too, especially after one of the 
most expensive months of the year.  

what reason you had for going into 
debt – good or bad - You will want 
to have a strategy to repay it in full 
during the life of the asset or at least 
by the time you reach retirement.  
Here’s how you’re going to do it.

First you want to review all your 
options, so make a list of all the debt 
you currently have.  You’re going to 
want to categorize it into large and 
small debts; for example, it’s going 

a mortgage of $200,000.  Just list ev-
erything you owe so you can get a 
good understanding of what you are 
dealing with and if you have a lot of 
debt, (over $100K in consumer debt) 
you may want to ask yourself:  Could 

or even change your job to earn more 
so you can reduce your debts?

Now when it comes to consumer 
or credit card debts the easiest and 
fastest method is to consolidate high 
interest loans into a new mortgage or 
a secured line of credit.  Your goal is 
to capture a lower rate of interest so 
that you can increase your monthly 

not something that you do every cou-
ple of years to drain the equity from 
your residence, use your home as an 
ATM and get a free pass to spend 
again.  Also make sure your amor-
tization on your mortgage matches 
with the date of your retirement (for 
example, if you have 15 years to re-
tirement, your mortgage amortiza-
tion should also be 15 years).

But, what if you don’t own a home, 
and you still have debt?  Well, we’re 

going to have to do it the old-fash-

ioned way.  Take that list of all your
debts and decide which one you’re

to concentrate on putting as much 
as you can down on this debt every
month, (for example a credit card 
balance) whilst only paying the mini-
mum payments on the other debts 
that you have.  Once this debt is paid 

-
ing the process of paying down one
and maintaining the others with only 
minimum payments.  This process
takes a lot longer to accomplish and
can be quite frustrating at times, but 
it does teach you how to create new

you learn how to budget for 2024.
Now if you still can’t resolve your 

debt situation because there is too 
much to handle – declaring bank-
ruptcy should be viewed as a last re-
sort.  You want to make sure you’ve
exhausted all other solutions before
contemplating a bankruptcy or con-
sumer proposal.  Please don’t think
that a consumer proposal won’t be as
bad as a bankruptcy.  They both will
hit your credit bureau and drop your
score once initiated.  But if all else fails
and you must declare bankruptcy to 

recovery, don’t worry too much, your
credit rating can be restored.  Once 
the bankruptcy has been settled and
cleared, you will want to begin re-
establishing good credit right away.
It could take up to three years to do
so, but remember you’ve got to get
back in the game.  So, don’t be afraid
to use credit again.  Remember your 
credit score is the only way to mea-
sure your credit worthiness not just 
for the banks, but also investment 

employers, security checks and rent-
al housing.  

Written by Christine Ibbotson. Send 
your questions through her website at 
askthemoneylady.ca

Christine Ibbotson

Ask the money lady
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SCRAP METAL
BUYING SCRAP 
METAL, CARS, TRAC-
TORS, COMBINES, 
FARM SCRAP, ANY 
METAL MATERIAL, 
ANY FARM MACHIN-
ERY. PH LONNIE AT 
204-886-3407 LVE. 
MESSAGE OR CELL 
AT 204-861-2031.
––––––––––––––––––––
Buyer for all farmyard 
scrap, machinery and 
autos. No item too 
large! Best prices 
paid, cash in hand. 
Phone Alf at 204-461-
1649.

AUTOS
2013 Mazda 3 GS-
Sky, 78,900 KM, FWD, 
white, car is loaded 
auto temp. lights, 
cruise A/T, power seat, 
sun roof, 2 sets rims & 
tires. $9,500. 204-785-
3622.

FOR RENT
Mature person, 1 
bdrm. basement suite 
on 80 acres. Livestock 
welcome. Clean, quiet, 
smoke free home. 
$850, internet & satel-
lite included. No in-
door pets. Teulon, MB. 
204-479-0294.

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Tollak Place has 1 & 2 
bedroom suites, locat-
ed at 40 Eveline Street. 
Spacious suites, with 
F/S, A/C, storage 
areas and large bal-
conies; utilities are 
included, parking is 
extra. Tollak 2 is a 55 
plus bldg., river view 
apts. with central air, 
F/S, DW & microwave; 
large storage area 
off  the kitchen and a 
balcony; utilities and 
parking extra. Call the 
onsite offi  ce 204-482-
2751 for AVAILABIL-
ITY.

FARM PRODUCE
GARLIC GARLIC 
GARLIC GARLIC 
GARLIC - LOCKPORT 
GARDEN’S GARLIC 
FARM 5 premium va-
rieties available lock-
portgardens@gmail.
com www.lockport-
gardens.ca 204-223-
2372.

HELP WANTED
Yard staff  needed for 
Winnipeg Livestock. 
P/T leading to F/T. 
Includes weekdays, 
evenings & weekends. 
Cattle experience an 
asset but not neces-
sary. Willing to train. 
Ph Melissa at 204-299-
7509.
––––––––––––––––––––

HELP WANTED
New Career Opportu-
nity at Lundar Daycare 
Inc. We are looking for 
an Early Child Care 
Educator and/or Child 
Care Assistant to join 
our team full time! 
Recruitment bonus, 
opportunity to further 
education, competi-
tive wages. Call 204-
762-5278 for more 
information or send 
your resume to brae@
mymts.net

FIREWOOD
Firewood - 35 cords of 
spruce (for fi rewood or 
lumber). Call 204-641-
3722 or 1-204-372-
6888.

MISCELLANEOUS
All leather harness to 
fi t approx. 1200-1500 
lb. horse, adjustable. 
Collars as well. Ph 
204-646-2365.

FLIGHT ACADEMY
Want to learn how to 
fl y? LS Airways Flight 
Academy is the most 
aff ordable in Canada. 
Recreational, private 
and commercial certif-
icates. We off er fl ight 
training and ground 
school (air law, navi-
gation, meteorology, 
aeronautics general 
knowledge). Call 204-
651-1402.

WANTED
Private collector look-
ing to buy fi rearms. 
Complete collections, 
ammunition and hunt-
ing related items. Li-
censed and insured. 
Cash buyer. Call or 
text 204-297-9223.

WANTED
Firearms wanted. 
Looking for all un-
wanted fi rearms. Fully 
licensed for both non-
restricted and restrict-
ed. Anywhere from 
individual items to es-
tates. Cash buyer, pay-
ing top dollar. Please 
call or text Adam at 
204-795-2850.

NOTICES
URGENT PRESS RE-
LEASES - Have a 
newsworthy item to 
announce? An exciting 
change in operations? 
Though we cannot 
guarantee publication, 
MCNA will get the in-
formation into the right 
hands for ONLY $35 + 
GST/HST. Call MCNA 
204-947-1691 for more 
information. See www.
mcna.com under the 
“Types of Advertising” 
tab for more details.

204-467-5836

Eddie’s Gravel Supply Ltd. is Hiring

We offer Competitive wages,

Minimum 2yrs of Management 
& Basic Accounting
experience required

204-389-2023
info@eddiesgravel.com

102086 HWY #9, Wpg Beach, MB

OFFICE MANAGER/
ADMINISTRATE ASSISTANT 

204-389-2023
info@eddiesgravel.com

102086 Hwy #9, Wpg Beach, MB

WINTER ROAD 
DRIVERS

2024 winter road season.
$500-$1000 a day plus bonuses

When you join Enns Brothers you are in good company! 
We’re looking for a talented Service Advisor who has high 
personal standards for quality and takes pride in delivering 
exceptional customer service to our customers.
This role supports two groups: the customers who need 
our expertise and the expert technicians who do the work. 
If you have a background in agriculture and a mechanical 
aptitude come and talk to us, email your resume to  

com/careers.

us and grow with our successful business!
Enns Brothers is a full service John Deere dealer 

and has grown to 9 locations in Manitoba. 
Proudly supporting our local communities for over 60 years.

NEW Career Opportunity 
in Arborg Service Advisor
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Saturday, January 20, 2024 
at 1:00 p.m.

Ashern Auction Mart

Open consignment bred cow 
and heifer sale

250 cows are expected, including
125 cows for 3Bar Cattle
50 cows for Danilo Krahn

More consignors are welcome
For further information contact:

Ashern Auction Mart – 204-768-2360
Kirk – 204-768-0019

Licence #1128

FARMERS 
AND 

RANCHERS
Plan to attend the Bred Cow sale

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

204-467-5836

Please support 
our advertisers

SHOP LOCAL

News Tips? 
Story Ideas?

204-467-5836
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Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca
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Bjarmi area 155 acres (SE-12-23-2E)
Landlord will obtain soil test 

prior to 2024 seeding.
Tenders less than $125/acre need not apply.

No pulses or soybeans without applying 
phosphate fertility.

  Canola every three years only.  3-year term.

FARM LAND FOR RENT

Responsibilities include retail sales of sporting goods 
and Bell MTS services. Duties include scheduling, daily 
cashouts, inventories, ordering and paperwork for Bell MTS 

problem solver & have good communication skills.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
TDM Sports is looking to hire a 

FULL TIME 
SALES ASSOCIATE

Send resume to:
Box 38, Arborg, MB R0C 0A0

Fax to: 204-376-5836 or
Email to: tdmsports@hotmail.com or

Apply in person at 279 Main St., Arborg
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 Rona Gimli is seeking a full-time 
ASSISTANT 

SUPERVISOR
The successful candidate will have:
•  Basic familiarity with computers, 

including email and spreadsheets.
•  Retail experience, including 

providing excellent customer 
service, processing credit 
and debit transactions, and 
merchandising.

•  Sales experience, including 
identifying and selling products 
based on customer’s needs, add-
on sales, and explaining product 

•  Supervisor experience, including 
directing, delegating, evaluating, 
training and coaching employees.

• Weekend availability is required.  
•  Positive, team-building, and 

motivational attitude.
:

•  An inclusive and safe working 
environment.

• Employee discounts
•  Health and dental insurance plan 

(certain conditions apply)
• Quarterly incentive program
Please submit your resume to 

laura@ronagimli.ca 
RONA GIMLI 

100-7TH Avenue | Gimli, Manitoba R0C 1B0

NOTICES
HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM MCNA! The 31 Member Newspapers which are 
seen in over 368,000+ homes, the Publishers, Editors, Journalists, Pho-
tographers, Graphic artists and All Staff  thank you for your support during 
2023. We wish you all the blessings of Health, Happiness and Prosperity in 
2024. Now booking advertising for January, February and March. Please 
Call 204-467-5836 to book, or call MCNA at 204-947-1691 for more details 
or to book ads. MCNA - Manitoba Community Newspapers Association. 
www.mcna.com

HEALTH
Are you suff ering from joint or arthritic pain? If so, you owe it to yourself to 
try elk velvet antler capsules. Hundreds have found relief. Benefi ts humans 
and pets. EVA is composed of proteins, amino acids, minerals, lipids and 
water. Key compounds that work to stimulate red blood cell production & 
cartilage cell regeneration & development. Stonewood Elk Ranch Ltd., 204-
467-8884 or e-mail stonewoodelkranch@mymts.net

WHY CLASSIFIEDS WORK
Classifi eds are inexpensive. 
This is perhaps the biggest advantage of 
using this form of advertising. Payment is 
generally based on the number of words or 
the lines of copy used in the ad. Given the 
low cost, you can actually run an entire series 
of classifi eds ads,The inexpensive nature 
of the ad means you can reach out to your 
prospects on a regular basis without breaking 
your bank account.
Classifi eds are great for generating leads. 
You invite them to contact you by phone, mail, 
or e-mail, etc. When the contact is made, you 
simply follow-up with a sales call or email.

Classifi eds can be used for local and 
regional audiences. 
It’s been said that the classifi ed is the one 
tool that allows the little guy (or gal) to 
be more competitive. It enables the small 
businessperson to reach his or her audience 
on a small budget, no matter where they live.

Express Classifi ed booking deadline is Express Classifi ed booking deadline is 
Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s Monday at NOON prior to Thursday’s 

publication publication Please Call 204-467-5836Please Call 204-467-5836
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CARD OF THANKSCARD OF THANKS

CARD OF THANKS

We would like to thank all those who helped us 
out during my stay in the hospital. To Lynn and 
Wilf Carbonneau, Keith and Margaret, Wallace 
and Judy Hickman, Sandy Bankert and family 
and Kim Collie for the visits, food and general 
concern. Special thanks to Sandy Smith for 
driving and taking great care of us and Adeline 
and Alison Raw for being there for us. Thanks 
also to many others for their generous off ers 
and kind thoughts. We are very grateful for 
the amazing community of friends and family. 
Wishing you all a happy and healthy new year.

-Violet and Lawrence Raw

Edward Bernier - The family of Edward Bernier 
would like to express their sincere thanks to 
the RCMP, Ambulance responders, doctor 
and nurses at the Percy E. More Hospital. 
We thank you all for the cards, phone calls, 
fl owers, baking, support and off ers of help at 
this diffi  cult time. We deeply appreciate your 
expression of sympathy. 
No farewell words were spoken,
No time to say goodbye.
You were gone before we knew it,
And only God knows why.

-Colleen Bernier
and families

A big thank you to our family and friends for 
helping celebrate our 90th birthdays. Hope you 
enjoyed it as much as we did.

-Eddie and Louise
Sigurdson

• 5” Eavestrough • Soffit/Fascia 

• Custom Cladding

(204)223-7740 goetzsiding@gmail.com

GOETZ
SIDING

NEW VALLEY ROOFING
& RENOVATIONS
    Serving The Interlake

Henry Reimer 
BP & IKO Certifi ed Roofer

204-642-2551
henry.reimer@newvalleyroofi ng.com

newvalleyroofi ng.com

BizBiz
CardsCards

To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836To Book A Biz Card Call 204-467-5836

R.S. SATELLITE SYSTEMS
Sales - Installations - Service
Help With Bell TV and Internet & 
Shaw Direct Satellite Systems.

Russell  204-376-2757
Arborg, MB

FLYERS
BROCHURES
BUSINESS CARDS
STICKERS
WINDOW DECALS

SOCIAL TICKETS
DOOR HANGERS
LETTERHEAD
ENVELOPES
INVOICES

ESTIMATE SHEETS
POSTERS
MEMO PADS
POST CARDS
PRESENTATION FOLDERS

Everything you need to promote your businessEverything you need to promote your business

Call Today!
204-467-5836

19046 Ukrainian Park Road
Camp Morton, MB

204 376 5177
204 642 2980

Intglass@mymts.net

• Sealed Units
• Flat Glass• Flat Glass
• Mirrors• Mirrors
• Laminated• Laminated
• Tempered• Tempered
• Plexi/Lexan• Plexi/Lexan

• Windows & Doors
• Siding• Siding
• Custom Cladding• Custom Cladding
• Decks• Decks
•  Construction/•  Construction/

RenovationsRenovations
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Glass Specialists Construction

You have QUESTIONS, We have ANSWERS!
• Prescriptions • Liquor Store
• Home Health Care Aids
• Snacks and more!

204-762-5431
18 Main St., Lundar

LUNDAR

LUNDAR PHARMACY

CONVENIENCE

OPEN YEAR ROUND 10AM - 6PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

SNAKS
FIRST AVENUE

20088 First Ave, 
Sandy Hook 

Grocery • Drinks • Snacks
 • Coffee to Go • Ice • Firewood 

• Fireworks • ATM • Greeting Cards 
• Newspapers • Books • Pet Food 

• Toys & more
• LOTTO

Ph: 204-641-5266
Url: www.innovativeelectric-mb.ca

Email: matthew@innovativeelectric-mb.ca

120B Center Ave W. 
Gimli 204-641-2526
Cars, SUV and Trucks for sale

Priced from $5,000 and up
Financing 
Available!

Can deliver anywhere 
in the Interlake. 

Ph: 204-739-3392

NEW OR 
USED 
SEA 

CONTAINERS 
FOR SALE 

20’ or 40’

Grain & Fertilizer 
Hauling

Hauling Available for 
Manitoba & Saskatchewan

Harley @ 204-494-0824
Jerry @ 204-280-6261

wheathilltransport@gmail.com

Fraserwood HallFraserwood Hall
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Need 
help 

getting 
your 

fingers 
going...GU
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Call/Text (807) 464-2690 Or email your contact information 
and queries to JfBrose4music@gmail.com

BIRTHDAY

IN MEMORIAM

Helen Wallack
Ninety-fi ve (95) years on January 2!

You look great!
Wishing you a very Happy Birthday

Mom!
-With much love

from all your family!

Your life leaves a trail of beautiful memories.
Thank you for the memories dearest Barb.

You will always be in our hearts.
-From those of us

who are so fortunate to know you

Barb Sawa Arnason
April 11 1960 - January 15 2023

Book Your Classifi ed Ad Today - Call 467-5836 or 

Email ads@expressweeklynews.ca

• Flyers
• Brochures
• Business cards
• Stickers
• Window decals

• Social tickets
• Door hangers
• Letterhead
• Envelopes
• Invoices

• Estimate sheets
• Posters
• Memo pads
• Post cards
• Presentation FoldersCall  204-785-1618

See Us for Everything you need to promote See Us for Everything you need to promote your businessyour business
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P U B L I C  O P E N  H O U S E

Fairford Dam Fishway Project

MONDAY, JANUARY 22ND, 2023
(Drop-In) 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

To RSVP, please email to RSVP@landmarkplanning.ca with the 
subject line “Fairford Dam” or via telephone at 204-453-8008. 

Moosehorn Community Hall
Railway Ave, Moosehorn, MB

You are invited to attend a public open house hosted by 
Landmark Planning & Design Inc. on behalf of 

Manitoba Transportation and Infrastructure (MTI) to 
receive an update on the Fairford Dam Fishway project.  

MTI has evaluated options for a new fishway at the 
Fairford Dam (Fairford River Water Control Structure). 

We wish to meet with you to share information 
and to understand your point of view.

OBITUARY

Raymond Leonard Sweetland
August 6, 1941 – January 4, 2024

Dad passed away peacefully at the age of 82 on January 4th with 
his girls by his side.

Dad was predeceased by his wife Andrea; parents Evelyn and 
Leonard; in-laws Alice and Jim Harley; brother Jim; in-laws Victor 
Bazinet, Victor Lamoureux, Rosie Sweetland, Dave Larade, and 
Jean Paul Klyne.

Left to mourn are daughters Trin (Keith) Willetts and Tanis (Paul) 
Woods; grandson Kyle (Marquita) Willetts; great-grandchildren 
Loki, Ember, Pearl, Odin, Paige and Liam; siblings Helen Bazinet, 
Doreen Lamoureux, Ken (Wendy), Vida (Roy) Lucier and Joan 
Larade; in-laws Lorne (Lois) Harley, Val (Rick) Willetts, Evelyn 
Harley and Adele Harley (Ron Gauthier) as well as many many 
cousins, nieces, nephews, friends and honorary family members.

Dad grew up in Lundar, MB and met Mom when he was 19. They celebrated 55 years of 
marriage before losing Mom. He worked for the City of Winnipeg as a Water Supply Worker, 
retiring in 1996 to move back to Eriksdale to enjoy farming and volunteering in his retirement. He 
loved his family, horses, pets and wildlife. Dad was very active in the community, always willing 
to give a helping hand and was known for his sense of humour. He was very talented and hard 
working. Growing up we always thought that he could do anything. Dad was the best dad ever 
and generous to a fault.

Family would like to thank all home care workers for their care and compassion. Special thanks 
to Shirley and Kathy, Cindy, Sandra, Stefanie and Destiny who treated Dad so well. Thanks also 
to the staff  at the Eriksdale Hospital and Arborg PCH who took such good care of Dad. Thanks 
to Lena and Carla who made a diffi  cult time much much easier. Last, but certainly not least, a big 
thank you to Drs Faragala and Young who went above and beyond to help get Dad comfortable 
and the care he needed…we will always remember this. A very special thank you to Auntie 
Doreen for her love and companionship.

A Memorial Service will be held at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, January 12, 2024 in the Eriksdale 
Recreation Centre with Shirley Russell offi  ciating. A luncheon will be held with an interment to 
follow in the Eriksdale Municipal Cemetery.

In lieu of fl owers, donations can be made in his honour to CancerCare Manitoba Foundation 
Inc., 675 McDermot Ave., Room ON 1160, Winnipeg, MB R3E 0V9 or a community group of 
choice. Arrangements by:

ARNASON FUNERAL HOME
Ashern – Lundar
1-204-768-2072
1-866-323-3593

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Cameron Donald Peter Penny
April 20, 1953 - January 4, 2024

Suddenly on January 4, 2024 at the Lakeshore General Hospital in Ashern, MB with his loving 
wife Phyllis of 44 years by his side, Cameron Donald Peter Penny, age 70 years of Eriksdale, MB 
passed away. 

A celebration of his life is being planned for the spring of 2024.
Arrangements by:

ARNASON FUNERAL HOME
Ashern - Lundar
1.204.768.2072
1.866.323.3593

Malvina Harriet Spence (nee Flett)
June 21, 1931 – January 1, 2024

After a brief illness, with her daughter Fern-Marie at her side, 
Malvina, at level 92, started her next journey to the after life.

Malvina was born June 21, 1931 in Crane River, MB. One half 
of twins, she was only 2 pounds when she arrived, but she was 
a fi ghter from birth until her passing. Malvina contacted TB in her 
adolescence and had to stay in a sanitarium for quite some time. 
She then spent time with the Shuttleworth family with whom she 
remained close until her passing. In the 50’s she met the love of 
her life, Cliff ord. They married September 1961 and were married 
for 44 years until his passing in 2006. Malvina and Cliff ord spent a 
few years in Vancouver before relocating to Thompson, MB in 1969 
with their daughter Fern-Marie.

Malvina worked several jobs during her younger years. In 1973 
she started work at the Thompson Day Care Center where she looked after the little ones until 
her retirement in 1999. She was proud of her work and had a tremendous work ethic. After 
retiring, Malvina and Cliff ord settled into country life in Ashern, MB. Malvina was known for her 
immaculate attire at all times. In her purse, she always had Kleenex, lipstick and a nail fi le ‘just in 
case’. She was a true natural beauty…a lady to the end.

She leaves to mourn her passing her only child, daughter Fern-Marie James (Derrick) of Ashern, 
her grandchildren Stacey, Shayne and Selina, great-grandchildren Ariel, Aaron, Shylah, Joel, 
Cliff ord, Donovan, Kaylee and Payton. Malvina also leaves to mourn three sisters Alice, Margaret 
and baby sister Julyda whom she had a special bond with, a sister-in-law Violet and dear friend 
Sandra Degroot along with numerous cousins, nieces and nephews.

Malvina was predeceased by her husband Cliff ord, parents Roderick and Margaret, brothers 
Emile, Edward and wombmate George, sisters Christine and Mary.

Funeral Mass will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 13, 2024 in the Holy Cross Catholic 
Church, Ashern, MB with Father Paul Tinguely offi  ciating. Eulogy will be read by Dawn Tober. 
Interment will be held in the Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery, Ashern, MB with a lunch to follow in 
the Ashern Legion Hall.

Active pallbearers will be nephews Joey Lagimodiere and Larry Flett and great-grandsons 
Aaron Spence, Joel Slater, Cliff ord Fontaine and Donovan Defoort.

Honorary pallbearers will be Julyda Lagimodiere and Sandra Degroot.
In lieu of fl owers, donations may be made to the Health Sciences Centre Foundation, PW-112-

700 William Ave, Winnipeg, MB R3E 0Z3.
Arrangements by:

ARNASON FUNERAL HOME
Ashern – Lundar
1-204-768-2072
1-866-323-3593

Thank
You!

To all the volunteers and businesses who helped 
us provide a safe ride home we say a big...

Club of Gimli

Tergesens
Gimli Hotel
Eddie’s Gravel
Garriock Insurance
Baker Law
Dairy Queen
Steina’s
Gimli Snowmobile
Lakeview Dental
KC Lumber
Oakley Vision
Denyse Stewner
Anchor Agencies
Pharmasave
Access Credit Union

Ship and Plough
Hugh Letain
Fraserwood Hotel
Interlake Formworks
Bruce’s Marine
CIBC
MPI
Ford Gimli
Shoreside GM
Chudds Chrysler
Liquor Mart
CJ 107 Radio

Quarry Physio
Lakeview Auto
Interlake Realty
Co-op Food Store
Sobey’s
Interlake Brewing
Speros Pizza
Pacos
Lakeview Resort
Shelley Hays
Brennivins
Chicken Chef
Robin’s Donuts
Tim Hortons
Prairie Communication
Gimli Water Shed
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204-376-5233
Arborg, Manitoba

Family Owned

Shachtay
SALES & SERVICE LTD.
www.shachtay.com

Servicing the 
Interlake for 56 Years!

EU3200ic
Inverter Generator
Ultra Quiet
3 yr Warranty

WX10TCI
Water Pump
Portable 1”
Lightweight

FG110KIC
Mini Tiller 
9” Lightweight

CRF50F
Dirt Bike
50 CC

CRF110F 110 c.c. 
Dirt Bike
Electric Start 
EFI

F220KICT2
Tiller
Mid-Tine 21”
Easy Start

EU3000ic
Electric Start
Inverter Generator
3 yr Warranty

EU2200itc
Inverter Generator
2200 watts
3 yr Warranty

WB30XT3CI
Water Pump
Utility 3”
Easy Start

F501HK8C2
Mid tine 36”
Multi Drive
Forward & Reverse

CRF125 125 C.C.
Dirt Bike
Electric 
Start, EFI

$325900

$60900

$61900

$240000 $390000

$128900

$60900

$306900 $147900

$78900

$157900

$480000

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE) (ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE) (ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

(ALL IN PRICE)

$300 00 Savings

WB20XT46
Water Pump
Utility 2”
Easy Start

LARGE SELECTION 
IN STOCK NOW
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